CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 2, 2005


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 2, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 2, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Kniese led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the May 2, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Member: John Guth





Member: Victoria Givens

Member: Rachel Krampe

Member: Christina Cayce

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 18, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held April 18, 2005 as be approved as written. 

Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL 29TH   PACKET:

*City Council Meeting Agenda for May 2, 2005

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held April 18, 2005.

*Resolutions C-2005-14 and C-2005-16.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Eastland Mall Simon Gift Card Application.

*A Preliminary Draft of Center City Industrial Park.

*Financial Report dated March 31, 2005.

*Draft Agenda from the Evansville Redevelopment Commission.

*Inter Department Vacation Studies and return receipts for Ordinances

  G-2005-10 and G-2005-11.

*Statistics for Legal Aid of Evansville, Inc. dated March 2005.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Copy of 2005 Agreement for Services between Downtown Evansville and the

  City of Evansville, Indiana, acting by and through it Board of Public Works.

*Copy of Eastview Neighborhood News.

*Copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Copy of Scheduled Meetings in the Administration Building for May 2005.
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the 

minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES

RESOLUTION C-2005-14

FINANCE

                       

JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AN ORDINANCE OF THE VANDERBURGH COUNTY INCOME TAX COUNCIL ESTABLISHING THE PERCENTAGE CREDIT ALOWED FOR HOMESTEADS FOR 2006 AND CASTING THE VOTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ON SAID ORDINANCE

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS  

ORDINANCE G-2005-10

PUBLIC WORKS



MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF THE EAST/WEST ALLEY BETWEEN OAKLEY STREET AND EDGAR STREET (VACATED) IN COLUMBIA PLACE

ORDINANCE G-2005-11 

PUBLIC WORKS



MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ALLEY BETWEEN WEST COLUMBIA STREET AND DELAWARE STREET (VACATED) IN COLUMBIA PLACE

RESOLUTION C-2005-15

FINANCE




   JARBOE

A RESOLUTION TO TERMINATE TAX DEDUCTION PURSUANT TO 

I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-5.9

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:




CHAIRMAN MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Mr. President your Public Works Committee met this evening on 

G-2005-10 and G-2005-11 and both come forth to you with a do pass recommendation with all members present.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:




CHAIRMAN KEITH JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President tonight your Finance Committee heard Resolution 

C-2005-15. We heard the resolution and had a Public Hearing on that resolution and it comes forward with a do pass recommendation from all members present.

Councilman Melcher moves and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading. Voice Vote. So Ordered. There being no further motions, these Ordinances and Resolutions are hereby moved to Third Reading.    

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS





ORDINANCE G-2005-10

PUBLIC WORKS



MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF THE EAST/WEST ALLEY BETWEEN OAKLEY STREET AND EDGAR STREET (VACATED) IN COLUMBIA PLACE

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2005-10 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) ayes and zero(0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-10 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2005-11 

PUBLIC WORKS



MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ALLEY BETWEEN WEST COLUMBIA STREET AND DELAWARE STREET (VACATED) IN COLUMBIA PLACE

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2005-11 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-11 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2005-15

FINANCE



   JARBOE

A RESOLUTION TO TERMINATE TAX DEDUCTION PURSUANT TO 

I.C. 6-1.1-12.1-5.9

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-15 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-15 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

John Hamilton: Alberta the statue provides the Clerk is to send a certified copy of that resolution to the property owner and to the County Auditor immediately. The Auditor then sends to the Treasurer to take it off. 

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2005-16
(DOCKET)


  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH

President Bagbey: Councilman Melcher do you have any comments?

Councilman Melcher: Thank you President Bagbey. May is traditionally bike month in the nation and our community in the past two or three years has been sponsoring this resolution. We are fortunate to get it real early this time so we just missed the first day. It is good for awareness and safety. Also I asked the Clerk to pick up some of these bicycle pamphlets that the Evansville Urban Transportation Study does for bicycle safety. It is really good for our community and some of these things are in bicycle shops. So hopefully people will understand that there will be a lot of people biking especially since the Greenway is going and it could be a problem. So I hope that everyone will fully support this. 

President Bagbey: The schools also the EVSC also have this month and have different programs that they send out to the students.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-16 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Bagbey: Okay we have a few things under Miscellaneous Business. First is Mary come on up. Welcome.

Mary Hukill: Thank you Mr. President. Hello my name is Mary middle initial K Hukill. Mr. President, City Clerk, City Council Members, and distinguished panel I am the owner of the Ohio River Boat Cruises located in Evansville. I am bringing riverboats, yachts, and other excursion boats to our city. I just wanted to come here today and introduce myself. You will see a lot of new tourism this way and I am happy to bring riverboats to this area again. Currently I am negotiating with a company to bring a riverboat here for an extended stay during the summer months. That is about it. Thank you. I will keep you posted.

President Bagbey: Wow. That is great. Please do keep us posted. 

Councilman John: Mary do you happen to work with the major the Queens and those types?

Mary Hukill: No the riverboats like the American Queen and the Delta Queen, and the Mississippi Queen, they are the three largest in our country. Those boats are the LST Committee and Ron Rieken is working on those. I am working on the next set. Mine are the largest boats our people will be able to get on and take a cruise and go up and down the river and have public tours and have a good time. When those other boats come in they will basically be brining a lot of tourists to our city. People are kind of lining up trying to figure out to get restaurants set up and get motor coaching in here. I think Ron and the LST Committee are working on ways to not only get them here but also get them tickets to the LST and a few other things. I myself am talking to companies from Texas, Louisiana, and up to Wisconsin and everybody in between.

Councilman John: Will you be using the same docking facility that the LST will be at and the Queens?

Mary Hukill: Yes. Curt from what I see we could not get all these other boats without that dock and the LST flat out. The first company was Louisville, Kentucky. They are right down the road from us and they have been here before and have connections here in Evansville, Newburgh, and Henderson. So that was kind of like the way to open the door there and the next company that I am talking with they have the same view. We will come to your city but we have to make money so tell us about the dock. So we went ahead and got pictures of the dock and showed them and they were satisfied with the pictures. It is exciting. We got boats that are on their way or coming in our way of the country in 2006 and since we are in the way or in that area I said why don’t you go ahead and stop by us. Holiday Inn Conference Center has helped out with the people staying over so far. I am also talking to cities in Mt. Vernon all the way up to Owensboro, Kentucky and Tell City, and five different docking places that when the larger boats come in we can defray the cost. Also those people will set up motor coaching capabilities, tourism, and the whole thing up and down our stretch. So historic Newburgh and historic New Harmony are going to be tough to beat.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Mr. Hamilton back in late February first part of March we had a conversation in regards to introducing a local ordinance dealing with precursors and methamphetamine. For some of you who know I sit on the United States Attorney Methamphetamine Drug Task Force Reduction Committee in which we were looking for different ways to reduce the precursors that go into the manufacturing of methamphetamine. From that point I would like to turn it over to Mr. Hamilton who has been working on this for some time.

John Hamilton: I am not sure when it was but the faxes that I received were dated March 2nd so I know that it was at least by then. Basically, I researched to see other ordinances and the only one out there was Vigo County and then I got with the General Assembly to see if anything was going there and Trent Vanhafton was very active in introducing some legislation at the state level. Based upon my conversations with you, we wanted to follow that because we knew that something would happen in April and if nothing happened then we would have the right to pass our own local ordinance. What they were looking at doing is controlling the manner in which it is sold and keeping a log and requiring I.D.’s. I think the thought at the state level was to have a statewide law so that it was not different when you went from Vanderburgh County to Posey County to Warrick County. It went down to the wire but they passed a very strong bill that I was able to download today. It does provide for I.D. and a log of name and addresses. It requires pharmacies to store the drugs either behind the counter or in an area that is constantly monitored by video and in front of a sales clerk and if you are not a pharmacy you have to do several other things. You can’t sell more than three grams a week to the same person. There is all kinds of requirements in here and it makes it a Class “C” Misdemeanor for the first offense and it can go up to a Class “A” Misdemeanor after that. It is very strong and the ordinance also has language in it where it says no local unit can pass an ordinance after February 1, 2005 which is more strict than what they have done. It would have to be awfully strict to do it anyway. It pretty much I think meets all of the concerns that you had. I will get you a copy of that and get it to all members of council. It is effective July 1, 2005 and I am sure that is to give the retailers time to get with it and prepare for it.

President Bagbey: The task force will have their next meeting on May 4, 2005. Unfortunately I have to be in Vincennes but I will be talking with Matt Brooke, the U.S. Attorney and advising him that we will not enact the local ordinance. The question is how does this effect what the County Commissioners have passed?

John Hamilton: Well it looks like it is more strict and so I think it will just make it moot so to speak I mean the county will have to answer that question. I don’t know why they would want theirs in effect if theirs is less strict. The County provided the only thing different that I saw was it required a local county permit.

President Bagbey: Alright. Folks it is a real problem. I will have to give all credit to Trent Vanhafton, the former prosecutor from Posey County who has battled this in the courtroom and on the streets. He was able to bring bipartisanship together and get this passed and this is a great step. It is something that the Federal Government wanted as well and we were able to do that. John I appreciate everything that you have done on this and you will get everybody copies right? Is there anything else under Miscellaneous Business?

Councilman Jarboe: Thank you Mr. President. As most of you know that I am the Councils representative to DEI. I sit on that board and tonight there was a Finance Committee hearing at DEI over the situation that has come up over the past week or so about missing revenues. I just wanted to bring the Council up to speed as to where DEI is since it does receive revenues from the city. I just wanted to keep everybody abreast to what is going on. Now that the Finance Committee what I can tell you is currently that an internal audit actually turned up this issue. That is how it was found by an internal audit. At this time they plan to expand the internal audit and look to see if there is possibly anything else. They don’t believe that there is but they are going to go ahead and expand the internal audit. They are going to bring in a local accounting firm to review their internal procedures that they follow and if there are any changes that need to be made they are certainly going to make those changes. They wanted us to reassure that the monies have been discovered missing had been recovered. So at this time the monies that they have discovered are back in place. They do have those monies back and also that I have been assured that none of it was monies from the city.

President Bagbey: I have one more piece of business dealing with the possible change of the zoning hearings here in the council. This will have to be in the form of a motion. After consulting with Mr. Hamilton and touching base with Area Plan is looks like we can satisfy our specific needs by moving the zoning to the second Monday of the month. That will still give us a lag time on the minutes where as many of you have went out into the field or telephoned or whatever so that we’ll entail us of meeting when?

John Hamilton: They are already set and the next deadline is May 9th and that is for the July meeting of Area Plan so the Area Plan Meeting is July 14th. So the first one that would be different for us would be our meeting following the July 14th Area Plan Meeting. They meet on the second Thursday so if we are going to meet the second Monday following that it would be in August instead of the third Monday in July. So it would be effective with the July Area Plan Committee.

President Bagbey: So I am proposing that in the form of a motion and I need a second.

Councilman Kiefer: Second.

President Bagbey: Thank you. We have a motion by Councilman Bagbey and a second by Councilman Kiefer. All those in favor of moving the zoning to the second Monday effective in August.

John Hamilton: Effective with the July Area Plan zoning. That means that your first meeting will be in August. All those in favor give a sign of aye. Any opposed? Seeing none. So ordered. Would you notify, Madam Clerk, the APC?

Clerk Matlock: Yes Sir.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Anything else to come before this council? Committee Reports. Finance Chairman.

FINANCE CHAIRMAN 







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President on May 9, 2005 at 5:25 p.m. we will hear Resolution 

C-2005-14 and Resolution C-2005-6 is being held in Committee 4-11-05.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

President Bagbey: Public Works has nothing.

ADJOURNMENT

President Bagbey:  The Chair would entertain a motion for adjournment.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:53 p.m.

___________________



PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________

CITY CLERK
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