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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 16, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 16, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

Absent:
Watts

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilwoman Robinson led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the May 16, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience that would like to be recognized? 

SCHOOL: _________________


NAME: ___________________

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Member: John Guth

Member: Rachel Krampe



SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Taylor was our Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Robinson and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held May 9, 2005 be approved as written. 

Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR MAY 13TH   PACKET:

*City Council Meeting Agenda for May 16, 2005

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held May 9, 2005.

*Agenda for Board of Zoning Appeals Public Hearing on May 19, 2005.

*Draft Agenda for the Evansville Redevelopment Commission meeting on May 17, 2005.

*Memo from City Clerk Alberta Matlock regarding Budget Hearings.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2005-13 and R-2005-14.

*Ordinances G-2005-12 and F-2005-4.

*Letter from Joseph Harrison to Alberta Matlock regarding the City of Evansville 

 verses River City Yellow Cab Co., Inc. 

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Minutes from the Area Plan Commission held on May 12, 2005.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2005-12

ASD 


                                      ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING SIGNS IN THE RIGHT OF WAY

ORDINANCE F-2005-4

FINANCE


   

       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS  

ORDINANCE R-2005-13

TO APC              

    

 M-2 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 117, 115, 111, 109, 107, 105, AND 103 PENNSYLVANIA STREET AND 102, 104, 106, 108, 112, 114, 116, 118, AND 120 W. INDIANA STREET

PETITIONER:
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF VANDERBURGH COUNTY 

OWNER:


SAME

REP:



TED C. ZIEMER, JR., ESQUIRE

DISTRICT:


STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3

ORDINANCE R-2005-14

TO APC              
  

    R-4 TO R-2 & R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2600 OAK HILL ROAD

PETITIONER:
INTERPROP FUND VIII, LP 

OWNER:


SAME

REP:



LESLIE SHIVELY

DISTRICT:


ANGELA KOEHLER WALDEN, WARD 5

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

President Bagbey: Let the record reflect that Councilman Watts is now in Chambers and that there are now nine members present and no members absent.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES  

ORDINANCE R-2005-11

FROM APC              


    
C-2 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1011 LINCOLN AVENUE

PETITIONER:

ROTH MASON

OWNER:


SAME

REP:



GAIL VAILS

DISTRICT:


CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4

This petition was approved, having 8 affirmative votes and 1 abstention.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

Council now stands at Third Reading of Zoning Ordinances which is final Action.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2005-11

FROM APC              


    
C-2 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1011 LINCOLN AVENUE

PETITIONER:

ROTH MASON

Gail Vails: Good evening. I am representing Mr. Mason. Roth Mason has intentions of building or having a monument company at that location at 1011 Lincoln Avenue.

President Bagbey: Okay. For the record could you give us your name?

Gail Vails: My name is Gail Vails.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Does anyone have any questions?

Councilwoman Robinson: This is in my area and I have not received any calls against it or anything. They have a viable business, a funeral home, and this is just an extension of it. So I stand in support of it.

Councilman Kniese: Mr. President at Area Plan Commission there were no remonstrators against this petition.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Does anyone on Council have any questions or comments? Seeing none. Is there anyone in the audience who would like to speak either for or against this petition? Seeing none.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance R-2005-11 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2005-11 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Bagbey: Okay, Miscellaneous Business. Mr. Bolton, good evening. How are you? Welcome.

John Bolton: Good evening. I am John Bolton and I am General Manager out at Roberts Stadium. Because I am not a Geo Technical Engineer I brought along some visual aids to help me along tonight. My job tonight is to update you on the water problems that we have currently at Roberts Stadium that I am sure that you have read about in the paper. The first page is really just some background information that I shared with the media last Friday which kind of gives the situation at hand in a written form. The second page, I brought pictures of the 1990 renovation at Roberts Stadium. The floor was lowered by five foot during the renovation. Under the eight-inch slab that everyone sees at concerts, we have a system of pipes there that receives the water and pump it to the Gate-One side and it goes out through a sump pump into the sewer system. What we have had over the last several months is really a fundamental change and what is happening under that slab. We have too much water and that water is putting pressure on the main level floor slab so much that it is coming up through the joints of the concrete as well as we have began to see, especially after the home show, some hairline cracking in the concrete. That is it kind of in a nutshell and that second page gives you an idea of some of the cracking that I am talking about and some of the moisture area that has built up. This changes from day to day, some of the moisture areas there. In a nutshell that is what we are looking at as being the problem. We have too much water. There is an engineering firm that is exploring the problem that they have done testing in the parking lot. They have done two at one hundred feet and two at fifty feet to try and test the water levels and see what is happening under ground. Really they have identified three possible options to repair the problem. The first one being actually tearing up the existing floor that we have right now and putting in a new system like you see on the second page but just handle greater capacity. The second option is to put pumping stations in the

parking lot to pump the water away from the building before it gets into the bottom of the bathtub, if you want to say it like that. The bottom of the bathtub would be the bottom of Roberts Stadium. The other option is what we call a slurry wall or curtailing system that would go around the facility and force the water away from the building. So those are the three options that are currently under consideration right now. We hope to have a recommendation from the engineering firm by May 30, 2005. We are looking at all three options. They will give us construction estimates for all three options and hopefully at that point a decision will be made as to what is the best way to move forward to eliminate the problem that we have currently. So that in a nutshell is our problem and some ideas how to repair that problem and a timeline to address it. I will be glad to answer any questions that you might have.

Councilman John: John, did I also read that it is also creating some electrical problems as well?

John Bolton: Yes. In the floor system there are electrical boxes and that is what we really noticed at first is those boxes began to fill with water. Obviously they are no longer effective and useful to us anymore. So all of those have been destroyed and those electrical boxes are used for various events. One of the main ones is the home show. We had to make other arrangements to provide electricity to the vendors on the floor during that event. That is one of the first areas that we noticed was those electrical boxes began to fill with water. That is when we knew that we were beginning to have a problem. I guess that over fifteen years you obviously wonder if something would happen to that system because there is a lot of water under that system. It had functioned well for fifteen years and all of a sudden there has been some type of change. It could have been building up over several years or it could be an excessive amount of water that the network under there cannot handle it anymore.

Councilman Melcher: I guess that I am a little confused so bear with me. I am not an engineer. We have got water underneath it and we are pumping that into our septic system? If you put pumps out in the parking lot, where is that going?

John Bolton: That would go into the system as well. That is one of the issues related to the additional pumping stations is would we have the sewer capacity to handle all that additional water if those stations were put in?

Councilman Melcher: That is where I am heading. I was really concerned when they were going to raise the Lloyd about water problems in that area because that was lower than the houses on both sides. Then when they raised it the thing that I said over and over is make sure that water is going somewhere. I don’t know how they addressed that drainage. I know at our church, which is another block on the other side, we are getting water into our basement and we weren’t before. 

John Bolton: I think that could be one of the factors that eliminates that possible option. Right now we thought that our obligation would be to explore every possible option and get cost estimates on what those might be. That is one particular area that is high concern, not only the capacity to eliminate the water from the area but also the long-term maintenance of those units as well as the additional electrical expense of keeping those operating.

Councilman Melcher: All of that water is going to end up back no matter how it works if that is the lowest part cause it is going in the sewer and it is going to back up there when that fills up.

John Bolton: That is a great question and a great point that I have heard them speak about.

Councilman Kiefer: John, what is the possibility?  I see you have three options here. How many seats would we lose if we raised the floor back up? What is the cost in capacity if we did that?

John Bolton: I am not sure if that is even possible. Because if you look at the area where loading is and marshing area that is at a lower level. If you built it back up to the railing and added that five foot, I am not sure how you would be able to load into shows because you would have to go up a five-foot ramp. Now we are going down and that would be very hard to do that.

Councilman Kiefer: I also read in the paper that you said that these are just short-term fixes. I kept hearing numbers like thirty million or I don’t know, really big numbers.

John Bolton: I think that this is one particular issue that is kind of separate from the larger issue being now that we are fifteen years into the renovation. The building will be fifty years old next year. Where do we go from here? Once we get past say 2010 we are twenty years into the renovation. A lot of the major building systems at the point start, their useful life is ending. At that point is where we run into the greater costs of keeping the building maintained but it is a great point. One that certainly we all need to think about and discuss. Obviously this emergency issue has brought that to the front of discussion and it is not a bad time to be discussing it because we are fifteen years into that renovation and it is a great time to be talking about that.

Councilman Kiefer: In a dream world if there was an opportunity to build a new stadium, are there shows and events that we could attract under a new system where you would have the design and seating? I guess I understood that there are certain venues that we can’t attract because of the current design?

John Bolton: There are lots of issues. As a building manager we always try to talk about positives and sometimes it is weird to be talking about the negatives of the facility because we really try to avoid talking about those as much as possible and try to recruit events. But fundamentally there are a couple of problems with the facility right now. One is the floor size. Typically in a building with twelve thousand five hundred seats that is a pretty good capacity. Because the floor is small that means that the front of stage capacity for concerts should be in the nine thousand range but really it is in the seven thousand range because it is a tighter smaller area. Another example would be because of the floor size and not having any ice system, there is no opportunity to have any hockey in the facility. Also because the roof is not really renovated or touched during the renovation, I do lose shows from time to time because the rigging capacity of the ceiling is not high enough to allow certain acts to hang their full sound and lights. Some are willing to compromise and not load everything in but others are not. From time to time you do lose events.

Councilman Kiefer: I’d be interested to know what the opportunity costs are. What are we losing in revenues due to this?

John Bolton: It is hard to say. It is not anything new that our floor size and what we have so it would be hard for me to know exactly all of the things that we miss because of that. That floor size has been there for fifteen years. I mean Metallica I could never understand why I couldn’t get on the routing for that and eventually the agents said you can’t handle it because this is a 

large tour. For me I have kind of found out on the back end about how that agent already knew that. So I was already crossed off the list before I knew what was going on. A lot of that happens and I am not really aware of.

Councilman Kiefer: It seems that you might be able to make a calculation. It might even get worse as acts evolve.

John Bolton: You could easily talk about some of the things that you have missed and what that means. For example, having a minor league hockey team, that is forty more events a year right there. You could certainly put a cost on that in the floor size that we have.

Councilman Kiefer: Okay thanks.

Councilman Jarboe: John, one thing that I was wondering as Councilman John said we saw some electrical problems and we have got cracks in the floor. Is this from looking at the potential of either wash out under the floor or expanded damage to the stadium at this time?

John Bolton: The question of safety definitely has come up. It came up at our media update that we had the other day. They have assured us that right now we are in a safe zone. However we need to be very concerned about the future. We are monitoring those crack level sizes. We are taking these pictures that you see. We are doing that on a weekly basis. That is why we have put a rush on really trying to get that recommendation. Originally they were going to study the ground level water conditions at Roberts for a year and try to get over a course of four seasons. Once we started having the cracking, that is when we said we need to move a lot faster.

Councilman Jarboe: I guess the only other questions that I have is do they feel that in this period of time will they be able to determine what has changed and why we are getting the additional water that we never had before and what circumstances might have caused that?

John Bolton: I hope so. I think they are looking for as much information as they can in the time window that they have to try to determine that. There have certainly been a lot of things that we have eliminated over the course of the last couple of months. They want to find that answer as well and so do I. We need to find out what it is to hopefully avoid it if the same situation might arise. It is kind of hard to put a camera under the system because you have got that powerful surge of water coming in and cameras don’t like twists and turns. So it is hard to put a camera in there to see what is happening in those pipes to know if some of them are not functioning or broken. It is hard to say what is actually happening under there that might be giving us the result that we have seen. It could be a build up of a long time but we know that for a fact that there is more water being pumped out of that system than ever before in the past.

Councilman Kniese: One of the three options you said the engineers are looking at you mentioned something about a barrier. Would that then shift some of the water into the adjoining neighborhoods or is that yet to be determined?

John Bolton: Obviously it is pushing water away from the site that we have now. Because we are below the water level, if you had a basement you might be concerned. I really don’t know the answer to that question. I know that there are more people that could answer that more intelligently than I could.  

Councilman Kniese: I know that we have talked at great length, myself and in particular Councilman Bagbey, about some southeast side drainage challenges and part of the problem is actually occurring from areas that are north in that general area. Steve if my memory serves me right, that is probably the north end of the area that they described while they are not experiencing the flooding themselves they contribute to part of the problems in the southeast side. So that barrier concept, the first thing that comes to mind is we are pushing more water in the general area that we are trying to tackle right now. I would be interested in finding out what comes out of the meeting.

John Bolton: Hopefully we will get a better understanding of those three options, and like Councilman Melcher said, the disadvantages and positive things about each one.

President Bagbey: I do know Jeff, and Steve is this your ward? One of the Mayors town hall meetings Mr. Alvey was talking to me about the increase in water in his home which is directly South of the Lloyd. I can’t remember which street right now but since the Lloyd’s renovations he has seen a dramatic increase in water coming into his home during heavy rains. This is a concern that I know that Councilman Melcher has and all three of us in dealing with flooding problems. Whatever we do I don’t want to further correct the problem at Roberts at the cost of flooding Councilman Melcher’s folks or what has already been previously identified in Wards One and Two, one of the causes of our flooding problem coming back north from where we are at.

John Bolton: I totally agree. It is not something that we want to do either.

President Bagbey: I hope that you are throwing it around to those hydrologists when they are doing whatever they are going to be doing. We have concern up here on Council about this issue.

John Bolton: It is a great comment and something that definitely needs review before a decision is made.

Councilman Melcher: I would be totally against a barrier because I know what that is going to do. I knew what was going to happen with the Lloyd. Our church sits at Sycamore and Boeke and we are getting water now where we did not before and it all started about the same timeframe. I think that is where you are getting some of yours too. I don’t know. I am not a rocket scientist. You need something over there to pump that water out of there.

John Bolton: I don’t disagree. From my perspective I see that slurry wall a very expensive fix because there are a lot of things running underground into that building. You also have the problem of the loading area in the back and that is very down compared to the rest of the parking lot. So obviously there are a lot of issues there. I think they are trying to study every option and put a cost figure on there so that the right decision is made based on all the given evidence that they have. 

Councilman Watts: Has this situation now cost us any shows or people that are supposed to be coming? Are they concerned?

John Bolton: No. Not yet. Obviously we are very concerned about a timetable to fix the problem and whatever the solution might be even if it is the slurry wall outside. Obviously that would effect the operations of the venue. We are kind of buying our time until May 30th until we get 

that recommendation to find out what that time period would be in trying to fix the problem. Because obviously if it is a pretty major window there will be some events that are displaced and that would be not a good thing for any of us. 

Councilman Watts: May 30th they are going to give us a recommendation and a timetable?

John Bolton: Yes. 

Councilwoman Walden: Thank you Mr. President. John, you had mentioned that you are receiving these estimates for May 30th. Are you working with multiple contractors or is this a local firm or out of town firm? 

John Bolton: This is one engineering firm PCI. They have outsourced their Geo Technical Services to ATC Consultants out of Indianapolis and those are the two that are working on the project.
Councilman Kiefer: Mr. President. John, you mentioned and it has also been reported in the paper that the electrical boxes have filled up with water? Is that going to be a safety hazard for participates or fans or anybody? I mean I can see somebody getting electrocuted. Water and electricity don’t mix very well.

John Bolton: I agree. It would be an issue if the power were on in those particular boxes. Luckily we saw water coming in very early. We have always had to watch that because when you are dealing with sixty degree water flowing under there you get a lot of condensation and so it has always been a concern for us. Anything that deals with metal in that area tends to corrode  other areas of the building just because of the moisture in that area. I mean I think that we are seeing that with some of our inter-retractable seating. There is so much moisture and a cool temperature it naturally caused us issues from time to time. That is something that we have looked at from time to time and we did have enough advanced warning because they are just there but they are not really used so we were able to cut off power to that area. It is a concern as it relates to any water that might puddle in different parts of the facility. What we have done for example for a convention that will be here in June, some of the electrical area that they have will be elevated and off of the floor in case if there were some moisture problems. There are certainly those types of issues that we are looking at. Hopefully the problem can be addressed soon and we can eliminate that possibility.

Councilwoman Walden: So at this point you are looking at some fixes. Will these be a temporary fix or a permanent fix? Is it going to last fifteen years?

John Bolton: Hopefully they would design it to last for a long time. That is what we would be hoping for. I mean I am sure that designing the system that we have now we hoped that it would have been more than fifteen years. Obviously that is the type of range that we are looking at. We don’t really want to go under that because the piping is not really the expensive part of the project. So we certainly want to prepare and have over capacity to be able to handle additional water that might come into the area based on whatever circumstances that might come forward that we are not aware of or changes in the environment in that area.

Councilwoman Walden: I am sure that you are looking at all of that. We are looking at it from the standpoint of in fifteen years are we going to come back and hear the same stories and is it going to last five years this time and just figure out really what the best long-term solution is. Obviously we need to do something with the short-term but we are going to need to look at some things for on down the road.

John Bolton: I agree. I think it is a much larger discussion as to the future. Obviously whatever we decide if we decided today to renovate or build a new arena, we are talking five or so years out. So we want it to last and keep the facility operating at the level that it is right now.

Councilwoman Walden: Is that kind of the direction that was given to the firm to look at something that is going to at least last five or ten years?

John Bolton: I think they would like to design something that is going to last for a long time because you just never know really what the future might hold and it could be there for another fifty years or it could be there for five more years. You never really know. I think they are trying to develop a system that will last a longer amount of time.

President Bagbey: John, can you give us an idea right now of some of the tours that we are not getting and would you also touch on in regards to our conversation about the NCAA? Can you give us an idea? Not everybody is going to be going to Metallica. Is there a broader spectrum of entertainment that we could be attracting that we are not because the size of the building?

John Bolton: I think the floor is more of an issue than the capacity size issues. It would be hard to say exactly what the right capacity would be without really studying that. There are events that need more capacity but there are a lot of events that are very satisfied with the capacity that we have. To be competitive for NCAA we need more seating capacity. The minimum capacity for a NCAA Division One bid is twelve thousand seats. Based on our capacity you would say that we have twelve thousand seats but in reality we do not because none of the retractable seating would able to be used because of the large numbers of media that would need to be accommodated in the facility. So that would take up the area around the basketball court that we have now therefore eliminating those fourteen hundred or so seats and putting us below the minimum capacity. As you know just the minimum capacity gets us on a short list but that is the kind of thing that we definitely have to look at if we want to be competitive for a Division One Round Basketball Tournament. We probably do need more capacity there. Would we be able to compete and get a Missouri Conference Tournament here? That is a good question. We are looking at the facility in St. Louis. That is a twenty thousand capacity. Obviously I think that would be over capacity for our market. I hope that gives you some idea. It is hard to say on a normal scale are we losing particular events. It really is a hard question to answer. I mean there are some. Are there enough to say we need four thousand more seats? I am not sure. I know that we are in a pretty good spot as far as capacity. But because of the floor that limits me to some of the front house stage capacity, which we really need. I would love to get ten thousand seats in front of the stage. Right now I’m at about seventy-five hundred. That is about a twenty-five hundred person difference and if you say that is fifty dollars a seat, that is one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars a show that could be going to the act or the facility that would not be right now. To answer your question in a short way I can’t tell you exactly what the number might be, but it is something that we need to take a strong look at and determine what exactly is the correct amount 

for our City. Obviously twelve thousand seats I think has served our City well. But if we want to be competitive we probably need a few more seats.

President Bagbey: Have you been contacted in the past about hockey? You talked about that and you touched on that briefly.

John Bolton: I have been contacted, probably since I have been here, by three or four people. I talked to my predecessor and she said that it was not uncommon for her to get a solicitation at least once or twice a year every year that she was here. Our population base is such that we would be very competitive for a minor league hockey team in our market. Because of the nice facility that we have at Swanders and the amount of interest in youth hockey and adult hockey I think it makes natural sense that we would evolve to have something like that. We have had some discussions about some of the, not minor, but a step or two below minor about that discussion for Swander. The capacity there is one thousand, which is not a great capacity. It is great for the ice system there but it would be a great asset for a team having that facility to supplement its practice time and things like that. It would be pretty awesome.

Councilman Jarboe: A question John. It says designing and installing new under floor and do water system to accommodate the increased water volume, so I would have to believe to do that they would have to take the existing floor up? That being said if that being the option let’s just take and say they could do it in the next three months, how many events are scheduled over the next three months?

John Bolton: Traditionally the months of June, July, and August are the slowest time periods and if you also add to that the component of having Mesker Amphitheater and that events can move out to Mesker Amphitheater. Those are the kind of things that we look at to try to move say events that would be out at Roberts to the Mesker Amphitheater. That would be my first priority. Obviously we have two big events, July 1st and July 6th.  It would be very important to me to get those events out of the way because those are two events one that is sold out and one that is in the five to six thousand capacity tickets sold already. So it definitely, we would want that and based on where we are and based on how things work even if we get everything done I think that you are looking at hopefully those events would not be effected. Those are the major ones in the summer months other than what we would have at Mesker. But yes there would be some impact but it would be far less if we were talking about a November, December, or January. Traditionally it is a slower part of the year which it great. It is when facilities go under some type of renovation effort would be closed during the summer months. Terre Haute is actually closed this summer for their renovation. I believe even Fort Wayne is going through a small closure this summer to do some renovation work there. It is not uncommon for that to happen during the summer months. Having Mesker gives me an added tool to try to save some of those events.

Councilman Watts: John are any other facilities that you guys manage I don’t understand the life span. Is fifty years a pretty long time for a facility to be?

John Bolton: Yes. I think that everyone would agree with that. I mean especially in the larger market venues. I can remember going to Miami Arena ten years ago and thinking this is the greatest place ever and all of a sudden it is replaced by American Airlines Arena. Those things happen in some of those larger markets. I think for us sitting in Evansville we want to try to 

design something that is going to last more than fifteen years because obviously it is a very expensive project. I think and would be hoping for something at least twenty or thirty years verses probably fifty. Who knows? You can renovate and keep it going like we have now but to say that there are a lot of seventy-five year old venues out there, you are really pushing it. I mean we are already pushing the envelope now on that but I am sure that there are some.

President Bagbey:  Wrigley Field and Terry Park, but they are all outside venues. One of them is in Florida. Any other questions?  John, I really appreciate you coming and please keep us posted. I want us to proceed on a cautious way. Roberts means a lot to me. I have worked in that building a long time and I do know and I will never forget when Jimmy Buffett sang. He will never ever come to this City again and he was at Mesker. Maybe someday Buffett will come here but he has made that very clear. That is the type of entertainment dollars that we lose by parrot heads going to Cincinnati or wherever and I am just using him as an example because I worked that concert. I remember that concert very well. At the same time I personally have some concerns. If this is just the beginning, if this is going to be a couple million dollars, somewhere along the line we are going to have to sit down, all of us with our community, and figure out where we are going to go.

John Bolton: I totally agree.

President Bagbey: You know if I was the University of Evansville, I would be having my ears on and being very concerned at this point.

John Bolton: I think it is a huge community asset and used by so many different people from so many different economic levels. When you say three to four hundred thousand people go through there every year it just means a lot. The diverse events that are there it is just really incredible. It is a community asset all of us certainly need to play a part in protecting.

President Bagbey: History shows, and I am a big history buff, history shows that people ridiculed the Mayor of this great city at that time for his vision. If you go back and look at what the newspaper reports did of Mayor Roberts but that building has served this community so well. It means a lot to this community but to the greater area, and I am talking about a regional area going into the south. I just want to make sure that we proceed with caution and do the right thing with the people’s money.

John Bolton: Amen.

President Bagbey: Any other questions? Thank you John. I really appreciate it.

John Bolton: Thank you. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN:





 
     KEITH JARBOE


Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President on May 23, 2005 at 5:20 p.m. we will hear Ordinance

 F-2005-14. 

ASD CHAIRWOMAN:





         CONNIE ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Yes Mr. President on May 23, 2005 at 5:10 p.m. we will hear Ordinance G-2005-12   

PUBLIC WORKS CHAIRMAN:




       STEPHEN MELCHER


President Bagbey: Public Works you are still dark, right?

Councilman Melcher: Yes Sir. 
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

___________________



PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________
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