CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 27, 2005


Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 27, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 27, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
 Robinson 

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) members absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Melcher led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 27, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Gansman is our Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held June 20, 2005 be approved as written. 

Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 24th   PACKET:

*City Council Meeting Agenda for June 27, 2005.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held June 20, 2005.

*Resolutions C-2005-20 and C-2005-21.

*Ordinance G-2005-15 as amended.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Revised extended agenda for June 27, 2005 City Council Meeting.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the 

minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice Vote. So Ordered.

President Bagbey: At this time ladies and gentlemen of the Council and those in the audience it gives me great pleasure on behalf of the Council and behalf of the City, to honor two of Evansville’s finest for an outstanding job and being recognized on a national level. At this time Billy and Paul and your families would you come up to the podium? Chief or Chief’s would you come up as well, Chief Hahn and Chief Hill? Bill you can step up and Paul you can step up. I don’t remember you being shy. This is a proclamation from the City of Evansville whereas Officers Bill Bolin and Paul Kirby have served as a member of the Evansville Police Department for seven years. Whereas the two men were recently honored during the Jefferson Awards Ceremony in Washington D.C. not for their outstanding efforts as Officers but for their leadership and building the King’s Kingdom Playground. Whereas Officer Bolin and Kirby raised more $130,000.00 and solicited some 1300 volunteers to assist in the completion of a 12,000 square-foot playground in Sunset Park in our downtown. They provided a much needed destination place and recreation area for children and families and whereas as Crime Prevention Officers in the South Sector both are experienced in listening to area residence and working to find solutions to areas crime problems and whereas the King’s Kingdom Playground is a wonderful example of Officer Bolin and Kirby’s dedication to their neighborhoods as they professionally served and earned them one of the five national Jacqueline Kennedy Onasis Awards for Public Service. Therefore be it resolved that I Jonathan Weinzapfel the Mayor of the City of Evansville and the Members of the Evansville City Council do hereby proclaim June 27, 2005 as Billy Bolin and Paul Kirby day in the City of Evansville. Whereas I have hereunto set my hand in cause the great seal of the City of Evansville to be affixed the 27th day of June in the year of our Lord 2005 signed Jonathan Weinzapfel, Mayor and Steve Bagbey, President. Gentlemen you are a credit to your community, you are a credit to your family, and you are a credit to a former agency that I once served. I am very proud and I know that all the people in this community are very touched because you went above and beyond to help children, to help our future. Gentlemen, job well done. Gentlemen, feel free to say something. This is your time.

Paul Kirby: I spoke in Washington. I think I’ll make way for Billy.

Billy Bolin: I would just like to say thanks. This is quite an honor. We kind of led this thing but it could not have happened without the help of a whole lot of people including several of you up here. Steve you were tremendous to us and I know that Keith was out selling tickets for us and helping. So like you said, 1,300 volunteers. We had over 200 businesses donate money and over 600 individuals bought bricks. This was the whole community earned this award, not just us. I really appreciate all the thanks that you guys are giving us. Thanks again.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Thank you, Chief Hill and Chief Hahn.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2005-21

FINANCE


     KEITH JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE RATIFYING THE AMENDMENT TO THE 2000 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt the Consent 

Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS  

ORDINANCE G-2005-15

ASD (ROBINSON)



     BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE REGISTRATION OF APPRENTICES

ORDINANCE F-2005-6

FINANCE 




     JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:




     CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

President Bagbey: ASD Committee we heard Ordinance G-2005-15 as amended and it comes forth tonight with a do-pass recommendation.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:




   CHAIRMAN KEITH JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President tonight your Finance Committee heard Ordinance 

F-2005-6 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances to Third Reading. Voice Vote. So Ordered. There being no further motions, these Ordinances are hereby moved to Third Reading.    

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS





ORDINANCE G-2005-15 (as amended)
ASD (ROBINSON)


     BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE REGISTRATION OF APPRENTICES

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2005-15 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

Absent: 
Robinson

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-15 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2005-6

FINANCE 




     JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2005-6 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Robinson 

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2005-6 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2005-6

FROM APC              



   C-1 TO R-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 322 MADISON AVENUE

PETITIONER:

MATT BERTRAM



President Bagbey: Matt, before talk I have got a note here. Marie Dalton, do you want to speak on this issue?

Marie Dalton: No, it is on something different.

President Bagbey: Keith would you like to enlighten us as to where we are at?

Councilman Jarboe: Yes, Mr. President. It is amazing when we sit down and talk and we find out that we don’t have that many differences that we are actually closer sometimes than we think. Communications opened up at the meeting on Friday and had the opportunity I think everyone put their positions out. Some things were misunderstanding and some things weren’t issues that we thought that they were. Once again when we sit down and discuss things and we can come to good conclusions and I believe that is what has happened here. When we walked away everyone seemed content with the outcome. I have asked Mr. Bertram to basically say into the record what the outcome was but it is something that I think Mr. Cook is here also and Mr. Collins. I believe that we are at a point that we can move forward now.

President Bagbey: Before Matt begins you told me that Mr. Farmer was most helpful?

Councilman Jarboe: Yes. Paul Farmer also sat in on the meeting and I think one of the best things that came out of the meeting was what we found out was that the lines of communications in some cases weren’t there. Paul has offered to work with Habitat and of course his work in the 

Neighborhoods to help an educational program whereas they would go into neighborhoods that they are going to build and talk with the neighbors before they do some of their builds. Am I correct Matt?

Matt Bertram: Yes.

Councilman Jarboe: They would sit down and open those lines of communications up so that we don’t run into these brick walls once again. Misunderstanding stops an entire project for a period of time but I would like to thank Paul Farmer for the work that he has done and the work that he is going to do. He was most helpful in getting us over the top here. 

Councilman Melcher: So my understanding of what you just said is Mr. Farmer is going to be working with you from now on in talking with the neighborhoods and that?

Matt Bertram: Yes. It will be great working with Paul and I will be speaking at a UNO meeting as well.

Councilman Melcher: Okay, cause I know that Paul did a real good job at the last UNO meeting last week. He had eight of us on a panel talking about zonings so, thank you.

Matt Bertram: Thank you, Council. I would like to also thank Councilman Jarboe for spending a little longer than anybody expected on Friday. At least it was cool inside. We worked out our differences. I also want to thank Fred Cook and the Goosetown Neighborhood Association as well as Paul Farmer and everybody else there. There were quite a few people in attendance there that day. I am going to read this into the record so make sure that I have this correct if I miss anything. What we basically came up with was a land swap where the Habitat of Evansville would agree in return for Goosetown Neighborhood Association which as long as they have no objection to the rezoning at 322 and 324 Madison, we are going to negotiate with the City of Evansville for a land swap. So in other words we will if we can find in good faith and negotiations before the end of the year we will swap the four lots at Madison and also two lots at the 118 block of Madison as well. In return the City will provide us comfortable lots and we will negotiate that through the end of the year. If by the end of the year Habitat of Evansville can’t reach a fair settlement with the City, Habitat can build on those three building sites. Six lots I am sorry. Three building sites. We have agreed that we will build the new house design and negotiate with Leonard Collins for the land that he is looking to get as well. So basically what it has come down to is a land swap and we don’t know where that is going to be. This was just Friday afternoon and we haven’t had enough time to pull that together yet. But it would be if the deal does fall through and I don’t think it will. We have already met with Mr. LaMar today. We will go ahead and do a land swap and I think everybody will win.

Councilman Melcher: So now you are going build two houses with the new design? Aren’t you going to build two houses on there?

Matt Bertram: There will be two houses.

Councilman Melcher: But you are going to use the new format on both houses?

Matt Bertram: Yes, on all three houses.

Councilman Melcher: Last week it was going to be one and not the others.

Matt Bertram: All three of these building sites that we are talking about which is six City lots will be the new houses.

Councilman Melcher: That is a big change from last week. Thank you.

President Bagbey: Anyone else in Council? Jodi would you like to speak?

Jodi Uebelhack: The only thing that I would add, we did reach an agreement I am sure that Mr. Cook would like this noted. We agreed if before we started building again in the Goosetown Neighborhood Association with the exception of a lot on Adams that we already have a homeowner for and a sponsor for and we are starting to build that in August. They are aware of it and they know all about it. If we purchase anymore land in Goosetown, before we start to build, we will meet with the Goosetown Neighborhood Association prior to building.

President Bagbey: Fred is there anything that you would like to say prior to the Council voting.

Fred Cook: Thank you. Thank you, Keith. I think that we came to an agreement and I think that we really are on the same page and I think that they understand our wants and we understand their needs. I want to clarify something. Goosetown has never been, we think Habitat is the best thing since bread and butter. We just felt like they did not blend in with the character of our area. My daughter and wife can tell you. Our daughter has helped to build Habitat homes out in Glenwood. I have a niece that her home is being dedicated this Thursday. I don’t have anything against Habitat. The concern was the houses blending in with the area and we did come to an agreement of the land swap and I want to applaud Keith and Mr. Farmer and all the other people that stood together with me behind this effort. I want to also thank the City Council.

President Bagbey: First of all, prior to voting, Keith I want to thank you for your leadership and your willingness to take this on. Paul Farmer, as always you have been a great facilitator. I mean that. You have been a great help to the community and the neighborhoods. Matt and Fred, you have got a strong admonishment in my role last week as a President to really negotiate and communicate. I want to complement you and all that were involved in this process because now Evansville truly wins. I am looking for better communication and better things from all of us involved in this issue. Anyone else? Jeff.

Councilman Kniese: Just real quick. One of the things that I would encourage to continue is communication. Whether it be Habitat or any other group out there. When we get a rezoning request we are looking at is that piece of property, the correct property for the new zoning that is attached to it. When you get a little bit beyond that and you get into design of things it is almost outside of the scope of what we are really required to do. I am not speaking for the other Council Members. I get a little uncomfortable when it gets into colors and pitches of roof and these types of things. It really helps us when you guys talk and work it out before hand. Again this is with Habitat or any other rezoning that comes before City Council. Communication is the key. Thank you.

President Bagbey: Anyone else? Anyone in the audience who would like to speak either for or against this petition?               

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance R-2005-6 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Robinson

Councilman Melcher: I just want to applaud both sides and I am glad that you are going to start

talking to neighborhoods. I think that will really help with the communications when you move 

into their area.

Councilman Jarboe: If I can help in the future call me.

Councilman Kiefer: Thank you Councilman Jarboe and City Council for postponing this vote 

on two different occasions to give them the opportunity to get together because they are both fine 

organizations.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2005-6 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

President Bagbey: I know that Councilwoman Robinson is having surgery tomorrow and she has notified us that she did support this but under our rule she cannot vote. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2005-7

FROM APC              


   R-2 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 14 E. VIRGINIA STREET

PETITIONER:

DANIEL AND FLORENCE TOWNSEND

Daniel Townsend: I don’t know what to tell you about that property but I have had it about twenty or thirty years at Virginia and Main. I had the other fifty foot rezoned about twenty years ago I think in 1984. The garage was on a Grandfather’s Clause. It was on twenty-five foot so now I need to get it because I am selling the property. There will be a really nice pole barn there. I told him that I would go ahead and get the other twenty-five foot zoned to go with the other.

President Bagbey: Any questions to anyone in Council? Anyone in the audience would like to speak either for or against this petition?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance R-2005-7 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts,  Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Robinson

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2005-7 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2005-20
(DOCKET)



 COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION URGING CONTINUED FEDERAL FUNDING OF THE SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES PROGRAM (SDFSC)

President Bagbey: Ladies and gentlemen last week I touched on this very briefly that this resolution would be coming to your attention and we will upon passage of this, copies will be distributed to the County Council, County Commissioner, and the School Board. I have had the opportunity as I said last week to talk with a member of the County Commission and just yesterday I had another conversation with Mike Duckworth on the School Board and brought him up to speed because we had trading telephone calls for a week. It affects children and it affects safety. Again, we will have this faxed to Representative Sauders and to Senator Bayh and all members of the Indiana Delegation. So if you have any contacts with anybody in the Indiana Delegation, you might want to give their office or personnel a call. 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-20 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts,  Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
Robinson

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-20 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Bagbey: Okay Miscellaneous Business. Ms. Dalton.

C. Marie Dalton: I have a handout for you. Is that okay?

President Bagbey: Sure.

C. Marie Dalton: Okay. What I wanted to do is call your attention to that where I marked with the yellow marking. I am in the employment business and have been for twenty-seven years. I remember when Casino Aztar first moved here as you will see in that where I marked with the yellow how they have said that they are going to hire people and what they are going to pay them. Also I included a copy of their benefits from one of their publications there. I just thought I would come here and let you know tonight that for the past I know at least six months and maybe even longer,  that Casino Aztar has been employing temporary workers to work in their restaurants such as Corkey’s to wash dishes for $6.75 an hour and there is no hope for them to be hired on by Casino Aztar. They are just strictly working for a temporary service at that rate. I think that is going against what they promised the City of Evansville. So that is why I wanted you to know. I mean I don’t know what you want to do about it but I just came here so that you would know what is going on. I felt that this is not fair to the City. If you look at what they have promised to end up paying their workers $6.75 an hour or another company paying people to work for them $6.75 an hour is ridiculous. That is what I wanted you to know that. I thank you for your time. I am not here to have you vote on anything. I just want to bring that to your attention because it upsets me because I don’t think it is fair and I don’t think it is fair to the City of Evansville to do that. Does anybody have any questions for me? Okay I just wanted you to know rather than go to the Mayor or someone. I have been here before so I figure I will come here and tell you because you are the City Father’s or Mother’s or whatever. I think you need to know.

President Bagbey: Thank you. We will definitely take a look into this. Does anyone else have anything else under Miscellaneous Business?

Councilman Kiefer: Yes, Mr. President. I know yesterday I had an opportunity to go down to the Riverfront and I saw Councilman Bagbey down there and it was a great pleasure to see the Blue Angels and the boat races and the crowds. It was very crowded and I understand I haven’t seen any reports or anything but I understand that they sold out of buttons. It looks like a huge success for the Freedom Festival and we just need to congratulate that group and the City of Evansville for a great Freedom Festival run so far.

President Bagbey: I would concur with that. I know that when Councilman John and I, he was relaying a story and just as one of those Blue Angels flew over and I know that Mrs. John and I were shocked by that and so was another young boy. I tell ya what, they were close. Curt said they got closer Sunday where we were at on Saturday. I think the air show has really taken, as much as I hate to say it cause I am a war guy, that air show has captivated the people in this community and I think it is an outstanding project for all of us. You know in this time of war irregardless whether or not your political beliefs as Steve well knows,  in the Vietnam era there was not a whole lot of support but it sure made me proud to see people applaud and clap, patriotic songs were being sung, and people were singing God Bless America as those jets rolled over. I don’t know what the final count will be but I know on July 4th down in Pensacola I realize they have storm damage they are only expecting 45,000 folks down there. Maybe that is because they see them all the time but for their big celebration I was kind of surprised. I thought it would a 100,000 or more.

Councilman Melcher: I will say that I was on one of the two Veteran’s floats and a lot of us that were on there and some of the soldiers that were on there saying that they waited all this time to 

have somebody stand up instead of spit at them. I would say that 95 percent of the crowd did stand up as we went by.

Councilwoman Walden: Mr. President. Thank you. At the Symphonic Band concert last night and you all have your packets now, I was in conversation with the Sheriff’s Deputy and he was telling me that I said wow it is great that we had the Blue Angels three out of the last five years. He said well they tell me that Evansville gives such a warm reception that they really can’t tell us no. I thought what a great complement for our City that they really and truly received a good old Southern Indiana welcome and I think that we all can be very proud of that.

Councilman Kniese: Just a couple of things quickly. I think that everyone received this in their packet and I guess a question really. Has anyone had a chance to go by this 1401 Colin Avenue the before and after pictures? I was really impressed by that. B.J. have you chance to look at that?

Councilman Watts: (Inaudible) His microphone is turned off.

Councilman Kniese: Well it is a major difference and I think a major plus for that neighborhood. With regards to neighborhoods you have probably read today’s article about Target and Premiere Properties. I kind of updated this Council periodically. I have met with Mike Deamonte of Premiere Properties and Terry Pogue the Manager and I think Frank Feeton he is the fairly new manager of Target. I have met with them and went out there and walked the property, emailed them back and forth, talked with them and I feel myself and the neighbors have been probably as patient as anybody could be. Some movement is happening out there positively. It is not all negative and things are working towards completion. But we hope to have a meeting this Wednesday and to get all the players together. It is really a very simple solution. I said just have both sides of that fence look the same and you will have no problems. The problems seem to be communication between the management of Target from their Home Office and Premiere Properties who is the management of the facility. I have asked them to get together and the ultimate responsibility lies with Premiere Properties not Target. The covenant was signed by Premiere Properties and they have agreed to adhere to that covenant and all we are trying to do is say you have agreed to this and it is in writing, please stand by that covenant. I know they are working through this. It is very frustrating and we are getting a little late in the game here and not having a lot of response. I hope this Wednesday is a meaningful gathering of the minds and I will report back to this Council again on that. I have asked it in the past, I have gotten it, and I will ask it again for everyone’s support in just upholding the covenant that was approved back when the rezoning went through. Thank you.

President Bagbey: Thank you. Anyone else under Miscellaneous Business?

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN 







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Yes Mr. President on July 11, 2005 at 5:20 p.m. we will hear Resolution C-2005-21.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

NOTHING SCHEDULED

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Yes Mr. President as you know Public Works is in recess and we are going to be hearing Ordinance G-2005-13 on July 18, 2005 at 5:15 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

___________________



PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________

CITY CLERK
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