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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 11, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 11, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with Vice President Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Watts, Jarboe, John

Absent:
Koehler Walden, Kiefer, Bagbey 

There being six (6) members present and three (3) members absent and six (6) members representing a quorum, the Vice President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman John led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the July 11, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Fair is Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the June 27, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held June 27, 2005 be approved as written. 

Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JULY 11TH PACKET:

*City Council Meeting Agenda for July 11, 2005

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held June 27, 2005.

*Financial Report dated May 31, 2005.

*Ordinance G-2005-16.

*Ordinance F-2005-7.

*Resolution C-2005-22.

*INDOT information regarding a ROW vacation near US 41/SR 62 Interchange in   

  Vanderburgh County.

*Copy of Eastview Neighborhood News.

*Copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*A Newsletter of the Parks and Recreation Department regarding 2005 Summer Update.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Agenda from Board of Zoning Appeals dated July 21, 2005 at 4:00 p.m.

*Copy of Statistics for Legal Aid of Evansville, IN dated June 2005.

*Memo from DMD to the Mayor and City Council Members.

*Memo from Lisa Acobert regarding Budget Hearings for 2006.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2005-16

ASD





ROBINSON 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A MUNICIPAL RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOWING APPLICATION TO THE ALCOHOL BEVERAGE COMMISSION FOR NON-QUOTA LIQUOR LICENSES

ORDINANCE F-2005-7

FINANCE



   KEITH JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING REPEAL, TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT

RESOLUTION C-2005-22

FINANCE



   KEITH JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE 

DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT (NOVA POLYMERS, INC.)
Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Consent 

Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS  

RESOLUTION C-2005-21

FINANCE



     KEITH JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE RATIFYING THE AMENDMENT TO THE 2000 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


     


     CHAIRMAN JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Thank you Mr. Vice President. Tonight your Finance Committee heard Resolution C-2005-21 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move this Resolution to Third Reading. Voice Vote. So Ordered. There being no further motions, this Resolution is hereby moved to Third Reading which is final action.    

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS





RESOLUTION C-2005-21

FINANCE


  
   KEITH JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE RATIFYING THE AMENDMENT TO THE 2000 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-21 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Watts, Jarboe, John

Absent:
Koehler Walden, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being six (6) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-21 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Vice President Watts: Miscellaneous Business. Mr. Bayne are you with us? Welcome and please state your name for the record.

William Bayne: Thank you. My name is William Bayne. Let me introduce myself. I am a duly licensed Taxi Cab Driver that has been approved by your Safety Board. We have gone through the process to serve the community. I have got an issue that needs to be brought to the Council’s attention because I am having a little trouble through the Administrations process. There is a Hara Krishna that has slapped a couple of signs on the side of his van and he is soliciting public business that is in contrary to the City Ordinance that this body has put together. This Ordinance was put together for us in the profession to insure the safety of both the public as well as the driver. So I am here to let you know that you have someone in the community that is perpetrating a fraud on the community. He has told the authorities that he is a limousine and he is really in a van that he slapped a couple of magnetic signs on the side of his cab. He has not submitted his fingerprints for FBI checks or a urine test. In other words he has not gone through any of the hoops that we have to go through in order to serve the community. I’ve tried to address this through the City Attorney’s Office and you don’t really want me following what the City Attorney told me to do. According to the City Attorney’s Office the fellow has to be stopped in the process of his operations and then sited and put into the system through that 

manner. As a Taxi Cab Driver we have to follow the rules set forth by the City Council as it is administered through the Safety Board. The Safety Board representative within the Police Department has been dragging their feet and has not addressed the issue. The City Attorney’s Office has told us that he is operating legally. By definition of the City Ordinance a taxicab is seven seats or less and being in the business we have to follow not what we think that we are driving, but what you say that we are driving. So what I am asking the City to do is look into the matter and make a determination on whether this operation is in fact a taxi operation. If it is I am asking that the City order a cease and desist order until he complies with all the regulations set 

forth by the City. I am asking that he is fined $250.00 a day per statue for everyday for the last three or four months that he has been in operation. I am also asking that you withhold for thirty days after you approve his Certificate of Convenience as per the Ordinance. There are two issues involved.  One is as a driver we have to follow certain rules and guidelines. As an operator of the business, which I am not, I am strictly just a taxicab driver and don’t confuse me with anybody within the taxi organization. Our cab company has to follow your rules as well. So what we are asking is that you look at his operation because he is operating under a state issued Certificate of Convenience. He is claiming to be a limousine when in fact he only has six seats and that requires him to register as a taxi. That being said the main reason I am bringing this to your attention is not that I mind the competition. Lord knows we need more cabs on the street and we need more dedicated professionals serving our community. Most importantly, that if you have any friend, relative, or business associates that come into town you don’t want to be sitting at a table with someone being told that the fare from his place that he got picked up to his hotel was one fare and somebody else sitting at the table says I was in another cab. Here is the bottom line he is charging his customers $13.50 for the first ten miles that he goes. Your Ordinance requires us to set the fare and it requires that we have a fare recording device that is registered and checked once a year by your representatives. Our fares are posted so everyone knows exactly what the fares are. What this guys is doing is hanging by the telephones at the airport and he is listening and waiting for people to call for a cab and then as he walks out he follows the folks and then he asks them if they called a taxi. He is claiming to the state that he has got a Certificate of Convenience issued by the state, which makes him a limousine, which puts it outside your jurisdiction. Because his base of operation is in within the City limits he is publicly seeking business he is like a Hara Krishna at the airport. He is just hanging around waiting for money. He is not willing to go through the regulations that are required to ensure that when you get into the cab and you go from the airport to the Marriott, as a City Council you have set the fare at $4.60 considerably cheaper than his $13.50. As a driver I have tried to deal with the issue through the Administration through the Safety Board and through the Police Department. But nobody wants to look in the vehicle and say yep, that has only got six seats so that requires him to follow the City rules. The other issue is the Certificate of Convenience that you folks issue for the operation. He is not willing to come and stand before you and ask for your approval for his business. Why? That is what I would like to ask you folks to find out for us. We don’t qualify for union so I don’t have any union help. My company is a company and they have their own doings. So as a Driver Association we have no one to turn to. You are elected officials and when I have trouble through the City Attorney’s Office and the Safety Board and all the different people that want to pass the buck they all keep pointing their fingers to you folks. So here I am. I am asking that one that the driver be found to be not in compliance with the city taxi license and two the operator of his business be found in violation of those ordinances and be penalized accordingly. Do you all have any questions?

Vice President Watts: Does anyone have any questions for Mr. Bayne?

Councilman John: First I will compliment you on the way that you presented that. You did a good job. Do you have a name?

William Bayne: My name is William.

Councilman John: No. A Company name. That would help considerably.

William Bayne: It is PAST, LLC. That stands for, and here is how he gets around putting the bubble on top and the paint on the car, it is a Personal Assistant Services Transportation. He is registered as a limousine service with the state. He has a state Certificate of Convenience. That does not allow him to open his door on the curb and ask you a stranger to get into my car a stranger and take him off to God knows where. I don’t have an address I only have a phone number. That number is 437-7278. The Hara Krishna has a name and his name is Larry. So I guess that would make him a Larry Krishna. He is driving a Chrysler Town and Country. I am a little envious I am just in a Lumina. I have got five seats and he has got five seats. I am asking people to get into my cab by the color of my cab. I am not changing the story from the time that they see me. I don’t have to convince them what I am. I mean it is clear as to who I am. When you get in the cab you know or you should be able to find out precisely who it is that you are paying to take where you want to take them. Outside of that I can’t get anybody to pass the information on as to where his base of operations is. The City Attorney can’t help me and neither can Roberta, of the Safety Board down there.  She has not been very cooperative with us. Does that answer your question?

John Hamilton: I spoke to a member of the City Attorney’s Office. I think he called me apparently about this. I didn’t know the name. I gave him the information from the Ordinance. The City does have the power to regulate taxicabs and they have regulated them. The definition in our Ordinance is any vehicle designed to carry not more than seven passengers for hire within the City.

William Bayne: For public hire?

John Hamilton: Right, for public hire. So if this is indeed for public hire and it meets the definition of taxicab, it is a violation of several parts of the Ordinance. They don’t have a Certificate of Convenience and they haven’t done the inspections. But it is an enforcement issue. I mean I think the City Attorney that I talked to probably is the one that advised you that someone has to site them for doing this within the City and get it into the court system. Then where a Judge them can enforce our Ordinance by issuing penalties and all kinds of orders. This Council has no enforcement authority. They have written the Ordinance but someone is going to have to site them for an action in violation.

William Bayne: They can also be ordered to cease and desist until they can comply.

John Hamilton: Not from here. We do not have cease and desist powers. That is judicial.

Councilman John: What I think that we can do is have Alberta contact the Police Department, the appropriate agency in the Police Department, and ask them to pay particular attention to this to go out and investigate and to assist us in stopping this action if it is taking place. By that it would be through a citation and hopefully a request from this body, not that the Police Department doesn’t give attention to everything that is brought to their attention. Hopefully, this would assist you.

William Bayne: The can of worms that is opened there is that the City Council, lets say that the City Councilman from Muncie is in the cab and he is pulled over for violating the cab Ordinance. Do you see what I am saying? Someone is going to have to pay the price of being stopped in that cab while it is being taken.

Councilman John: Well, I mean you can’t arrest someone for robbing a bank because they are thinking about it.

William Bayne: I understand that. But you see what I am saying we expose the out of town. To solve this issue you are suggesting that we involve whoever is in the cab at the time that it gets pulled over. My hope is that we don’t have to involve the public to that degree. The City Ordinance even though it is an enforcement issue there is still somebody that has got to be able to rule whether he is or is not a taxi to be able to be doing what he is doing. He is operating outside of the perimeters of the Ordinance. He doesn’t have to be in violation of it to be sited for it. He can just be found to be operating outside of the Ordinance and it is as simple as looking at his operation and that is all that we are asking. Just have somebody look at his operation and declare whether or not he is or is not following the guidelines.

Councilman Jarboe: John, I know that the airport has security. If they are not in compliance and they are not following the Ordinance, can we at least give them a heads up? Can this Council at least give them a heads up?

John Hamilton: I am not sure of the jurisdiction. The airport authority is a whole different issue. I would need to look at that in terms of their jurisdiction. That might be a problem in itself. I’ve seen City Police out at the airport I think. I am not sure. Maybe the City Police can go out there and stand by the phones and make a call and do it that way. If he is running out of the airport it seems that the security force out there would run him out.

William Bayne: I have spoke to Bob Working about the issue and he has claimed that there is no soliciting on airport property. He has moved this fellow from the inside of the terminal out onto the curb. Because the airport is just outside the City limits the City Police are not going to be involved in this issue. That will be taken care of course when you annex that area out there and that is another ball game.

Vice President Watts: Madam Clerk has a few questions also.

Clerk Matlock: Mr. Bayne, you have a telephone number for him. Did you manage to take his license plate number? 

William Bayne: Yes.

Clerk Matlock: What would that be?

William Bayne: It is 82Y7862.

Clerk Matlock: Alright, now you are telling me that there is security out there at the airport. They also have ticket books because we issue those books to them. They do have security officers out at the airport because we receive the violations in our office where they have to pay them. So, I know that the security has to do something. So does Council want me to check into this for them?

Vice President Watts: Yes, we need to make sure. Thank you Alberta. Mr. Bayne, I hope this makes you feel better about the situation and we will certainly do what we can to help.

William Bayne: Thank you very much.

Vice President Watts: Thank you. Anything else under Miscellaneous Business?

Councilman Kniese: This is something that I have been working on for about since sometime last year. I just want to run this by. This is more for discussion with this group here. I have been traveling through the City and seeing some properties that have stood vacant for several years now. I am trying to get a little creative on how we can market those properties and real briefly I kind of pitched the idea late last year. I know that Gregg LaMar and I briefly discussed this. We did not go into great detail and he is working on providing a list and I think that he has that or is real close to having that list. Mayor Weinzapfel and I discussed it and as far as something that an idea really to consider I contacted Paul Hatfield, Pigeon Township Assessor to kind of get his idea on what he thinks about this. He is very receptive. Council President, Steve Bagbey and I discussed this last week briefly. It was kind of just a good idea to have a discussion on. So I just wanted to share with you my fellow City Councilman some ideas that I had. What I am proposing here is the City would have the ultimate decision which properties could participate and which ones would not. They might have some properties that the City currently owns that might have some marketability to them. Therefore, they might want to take different means as far as disposing of those properties and we might find some that we can’t give away. This is just a creative way of attracting some attention to those properties that we have had a hard time doing something with. The City would sell the properties that they deem appropriate for this program. It could be a vacant building and it could be vacant land to a proposed developer for $1.00. Prior to the transfer of property, the developer would provide to the Department of Metropolitan Development complete plans for the development and proof of financing. The Department of Metropolitan Development personnel they would then approve the development plans and verify that the project financing is in place prior to any transfer of property. This would provide no tax abatement or I like to refer to it as no tax deferral. The Department of Metropolitan Development and Area plan Commission they will assist and let the proposed developer know the restrictions that go along with the current property. If the plans that the current developer has does require a zoning change they would work with the proposed developer on what changes could occur and work with them to be really in system with the process. The Department of Metropolitan Development I’d like to see them make available a listing of those properties that the City does own that would like to be included in a program such as this and maybe market those properties that could be listed on the cities website. They could send the list to local real estate firms and newspaper listings and so on and so forth. I think the key is to get the word out that there are some properties available and really market those properties. I then tried to put myself in the 

shoes of the developer, and what would entice me to participate and maybe take a property that the City currently owns and transform that property or do something with it. I thought well the acquisition cost sometimes might be prohibitive if it is too high and it didn’t make sense for me to put my money into that project, I feel that the $1.00 acquisition cost would be an advantage to a proposed development. It would be a City supported project and improve a positive return possibility with the acquisition cost. Any developer would like to have a nice return on their investment and I don’t blame them for doing so. To also know the current zoning restrictions and be advised of any changes that need to occur with any zoning request. This could possibly eliminate some vacant buildings or lots that we have on the books. These lots or vacant buildings are currently not generating any tax revenue for the City. In addition to that advantage, it would provide additional tax revenues and eliminate any health hazards or eyesores that we see around the city. The City would also have an advantage by controlling over what is to be developed for 

that piece of property. It could diminish the vacant building and land inventory and I think Mr. LaMar stated earlier it was somewhere around 1,000 pieces of property out there. So it is an extensive list. Depending on how many properties would be in this program, it could obviously cost the City in opportunity cost. It is basically an asset setting on the books generating no revenue. I am hoping the advantages to the City is this would also promote positive development activity as for additional investment within the City. The list I think is real critical to have out there and again I am trying to get a little creative here in how we can market certain properties that the City has right now that are basically just sitting there. Maybe this would entice some people to put their hard-earned dollars into those properties or take out a loan to do a certain project. All I really want to do this evening is give you some bullet points here this proposal that I have put together. I hope to continue this conversation with Mr. LaMar and the Mayor’s Office and really just see if this can’t be another positive to what is already been happening this last couple of years. I will be glad to answer any questions that you might have.

Councilwoman Robinson: Gregg, have you not been working on this along with the Neighborhood Associations and identifying properties? I know that I have been in a meeting with you on it.

Gregg LaMar: The City has been working with the Neighborhood Associations beginning last year through the focus council to identify properties that are vacant, abandoned, orphaned and any other names you can put on them, but in particular those that have been on the tax sale or through a mortgage foreclosure and trying to figure out what we can do to somehow capture some of those properties and put them into a more productive state.

Councilman Robinson: Don’t you have a list that you have identified?

Gregg LaMar: Right. What we have done is actually last year went through and did an analysis of the Front Door Pride area to see what kind of properties were either abandoned, vacated, unimproved lots parcels or whatever you want to call it. We identified approximately 1,000 properties out of 7,900 properties in that Front Door Pride area. The key now and we have been working for a month or so with the County Commissioner’s Office to work through how to get the properties and the tax sale in particular whether it be the surplus, expediting sale, or the regular tax sale. There are three different kinds of tax sales. We are looking at basically taking our Community Development Block Grant to acquire the properties through the tax sale or through that mechanism for a variety of reasons. I think the memo that I gave you tonight kind of 

explains that. The issue that we were looking at a stand point of for housing or lot splits and so forth. However that can be converted to include for business. Most of the properties that we are talking about in this are more in the neighborhood as opposed to on major arteries that I would assume the business community would prefer to have. We can expand that. The rural problem is with using Community Development Block Grant for that kind of acquisition, there may be some delations so it may be necessary to buy property in foreclosure for business development that we need to look at another source of money because of the regulations that are attached to that.

Councilman Kniese: What I am proposing is can we get a list of those that we already own?

Gregg LaMar: We really don’t own that much surprisingly.

Councilman Kniese: I was really targeting the ones that we already own. I wasn’t proposing to acquire properties. I was looking at the ones that we already own.

Gregg LaMar: Most of the time it is through the Redevelopment Commission which obviously around the in particular the Walnut Center area is mainly where we own property. Other than that the rest of it is properties that we have left over from streets and this type of thing. One of the problems is working with the County Commissioner’s as well is to identify those properties that are actually under the City of Evansville. It is surprisingly that in the tax records how many ways you can say City of Evansville in terms of getting the information out of the system. It could be Evansville City Redevelopment, Redevelopment, Evansville Redevelopment, or Commission. It is just amazing the amount of different ways that we can put it in there. We can look at that.

Vice President Watts: Councilman Jarboe.

Councilman Jarboe: Thank you, Vice President. Councilman and I are sure that the Administration is excited to have you on board with the Front Door Pride Program. I know I am. I talked to Gregg at length and I know that we have some issues coming up where we are going to have to move some money so that we can move the program forward. Your proposal is right in line with the Front Door Pride Program that the Administration and I know the Neighborhood Associations have worked so hard on. I am so glad to see you endorse the program and look forward to working with you, as I am sure that the Administration is too and everyone else on the Council. Hopefully, we can move this forward and get some good things moving forward for this City and the residence. Thank you.

Vice President Watts: Gregg, it looks like you have support here. Just continue doing what you are doing and if you could get with Councilman Kniese and fill him in.

Gregg LaMar: Right and I think as part of the discussion we can work out what exactly the discussion points for the Council should be.

Vice President Watts: Thank you. Any other questions?

Councilman Melcher: I have a question. Gregg, when the Redevelopment Commission does stuff do they ever notify any of the property owners? I know they notify the property owners but 

do they notify the Neighborhood Associations? They pass stuff all the time and neighborhoods call me and say how come this happened or that happened. Maybe that is something that we should be doing.

Gregg LaMar: I will check into that. I was assuming that we were notifying the neighborhoods of the agendas and so forth. I thought we were doing that.

Councilman Melcher: I don’t know if we are or aren’t and that is what I thought that we would bring up. It is like that piece of property that I told you about down there on Virginia. That is next to a business and he wants it but he is going through all the bureaucratic stuff on the County. That is where the draw back is. Everything is in the County. 

Gregg LaMar: The major problem is with the tax foreclosure process or the mortgage foreclosure process, less so with the mortgage foreclosure, is that if there are environmental issues the whole redemption period can be, in other words you buy a property at a normal tax sale you can’t touch it for a year. During that year someone can come in and strip the cooper off of it and take all the aluminum off the side and anything else that is of value and carry it off. What we really need to do is change some laws here in Indiana to where if it does go into foreclosure to get a better grasp. About seven or eight years ago you could go to the expedited tax sale but even then you talking three months before they can get hold of a property and that has been through a tax sale before.

Councilman Melcher: Then there is another sale.

Gregg LaMar: A surplus. A Commissioners’ Sale.

Councilman Melcher: There is a sale after it is over and they wipe all those liens off.

Gregg LaMar: You have a normal tax sale, you have a what is called an expedited tax sale, then you have the County Commissioner’s surplus sale.

Councilman Melcher: Those are the ones that people seem to be buying or the ones on a final sale.

Gregg LaMar: Yes, because they basically get rid of all the encumbrances against the property.

Vice President Watts: Any other questions?

Councilman Melcher: I guess one more and then I am done. The complaint that I have heard for years and years about these pieces of property is that the neighbors would like a chance at opting for that property or half of it or something. It seems like that never happens. I know there is a property down on Adams a friend of mine lived next door and his neighbor wanted to buy it and the County kept putting them off. The next thing that I know is this agency came in and bought it and they built a home there. This home was out of character with the neighborhood and they didn’t know how that happened.

Gregg LaMar: What we have done is a little bit different. We have identified the properties and in fact gave a list to all of the neighborhoods in the Front Door Pride area and basically asked them what do you want to do with the property? If it is a unimproved parcel that is something that does not have anything on it, we basically said we can either do a lot split which is what you are talking about or use it for a new housing construction. If it is a parcel that has improvements on it or structure we evaluate the structure and it can either be demolished. If it is demolished we have asked the neighborhoods so you want to use it as a lot split or as a new construction site, or that property could be used as a mothball.  That is we seal and secure and do some exterior paint up fix up type things. We don’t do a lot but enough so it doesn’t have a bad influence on the neighborhood. The third thing is to put it into the rehab program and offer it for homeownership or lease purchase. Hopefully, the neighborhoods have identified what properties we should be doing in fill housing and hopefully the individuals want to participate in that have in fact been involved with the neighborhoods to say here is what we want to do.

Councilman Melcher: I am agreeing with that. I am just saying that most of these lots are twenty-five foot or whatever and the two people on each side on that lot should have the first opportunity. 

Gregg LaMar: I think that is what again we have talked with the neighborhoods and asked them to not only to identify that but also put on a priority high, medium, and lowest to which lots that we go after first so we have something in place.

Councilman Jarboe: Gregg, real quick. One thing that I checked today I checked out the properties for sale at a tax sale because it came out today. There were 130 or so properties for sale. A large portion of those properties were in the Front Door Pride area. Do we anticipate that the City is going to be a player in this round?

Gregg LaMar: Yes, I have been working with the attorney’s to figure out how in fact that we participate in that. The sale is going to be in October. As part of the revisions to the Front Door Pride Program that would be coming to you is actually putting around $400,000.00 plus dollars into acquisition to be able to go to the tax sales and do the legal work. What we have found is that no matter what price the property is it costs about $1000.00 when you go through all the legal work to clear the title so in fact you have a marketable title on that lot. Whether it is a twenty-five or one hundred foot long what ever it costs about $1000.00. We are asking the Commissioners, we will be asking the Council to set aside money for that in line with what the neighborhoods have identified in terms of their priorities. There is a regular tax sale and then there is a surplus tax sale that will also be going on. We have been in communication with the County Commissioner Cheryl Musgrave for the past month plus that we’ve actually been going through to try and figure out the property tax foreclosure law. The state has done some things to it and we are trying to figure out what they did to it.

Councilman Jarboe: I know it is a long process but I can, having gone to a lot of the meetings that DMD has hosted, and the neighborhoods have worked so hard in, and I know that the Administration in your department has really moved us forward. 

Gregg LaMar: This is a final note. One of the things that we have talked about with the Front Door Pride Program of course is new housing construction. When we did look at some of the 

lists out there in terms of where we could put properties, of course we have to own the properties or it has to be vacant. What we discovered is that we own very few which is where the whole idea of the acquisition came from. Plus, at the same time by acquiring these properties what you are really doing is taking the worst cases out of the neighborhood and doing something with them. Hopefully, tearing them down, moth balling them, or getting them rehabbed depending on the time that they have been in a state of deterioration. 

Vice President Watts: Any other questions for Mr. LaMar? Anything else under Miscellaneous Business? Committee Reports, Finance Chairman Jarboe.

FINANCE CHAIRMAN 







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Your Finance Committee will hear Ordinance F-2005-7 on July 18, 2005 at 5:05 p.m. and Resolution C-2005-22 on July 18, 2005 at 5:10 p.m.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Yes, Mr. President we will hear Ordinance G-2005-16 on July 18, 2005 at 4:55 p.m.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Mr. Vice President, we are going to hear Ordinance G-2005-13 on July 18, 2005 at 5:15 p.m. I think that in your packets you got something from INDOT. I also sat at the EUTS meeting the other day and I think Evansville Urban Transportation Study has questions about it too now. So this whole thing is going up and down and it probably won’t even be voted on it that night the way that it sounds. I don’t know where we are heading. I am just giving you warning. I don’t think that Pat Keepes is even happy with it right now. I got a call today from another person that is saying that they want to meet with me about it that everything is okay. I am going to meet with them. We will just have to see. 

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

___________________



PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________

CITY CLERK
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