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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 19, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 19, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Melcher led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the September 19, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Jacobs is Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held September 12, 2005 be approved as written.  Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 16TH  PACKET:

*City Council Meeting Agenda for September 19, 2005

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held September 12, 2005.

*Ordinances F-2005-10 and F-2005-13.

*Resolution C-2005-27.

*Inter-department Vacation Study Reports and return receipt cards for 

  Ordinance G-2005-21.

*Minutes of the Minority/Women Business Development August 11, 2005 meeting.

*Revision of the Minority and Women Business Utilization Plan for the City of 

  Evansville and Vanderburgh County.

*Two Notices of Claim against the City of Evansville.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for September 20, 2005 meeting.

*Evansville Convention Center News Release regarding a new downtown organization.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2005-10

FINANCE
 


    
      JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT, AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT INITIATIVE AND OTHER FUNDS.

ORDINANCE F-2005-13

FINANCE
 


    
      JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

RESOLUTION C-2005-27

FINANCE
 


    
      JARBOE 

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 233 S.E. THIRD STREET (BOWEN ENGINEERING CORPORATION)

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 

ORDINANCE G-2005-21

PUBLIC WORKS
 


   MELCHER 

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS AN ALLEY ADJACENT TO 1617 WEDEKING AVENUE AND 2112 AND 2116 OAKLAND AVENUE

ORDINANCE G-2005-22

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2006 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES.

ORDINANCE F-2005-9

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFER AND ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT

ORDINANCE F-2005-11

FINANCE
 


                 JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2006.

RESOLUTION C-2005-25

FINANCE
 


                JARBOE 

A RESOLUTION TO APPEAL FOR AN EXCESS LEVY FOR 2006

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS:





               CHAIRMAN MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Yes, Mr. President. Public Works Committee met this evening and has a do-pass recommendation for G-2005-21.

FINANCE COMMITTEE





      CHAIRMAN JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee heard Resolution C-2005-

25, Ordinance F-2005-9, Ordinance F-2005-11 as amended, and Ordinance G-2005-22.  All come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the committee reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS





ORDINANCE G-2005-21

PUBLIC WORKS
 

MELCHER 

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS AN ALLEY ADJACENT TO 1617 WEDEKING AVENUE AND 2112 AND 2116 OAKLAND AVENUE

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2005-21 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-21 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2005-22

FINANCE
 


                  JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2006 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2005-22 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-22 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2005-9

FINANCE
 


                   JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFER AND ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2005-9 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2005-9 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2005-11 (as amended)
FINANCE 


                   JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2006.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2005-11 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Melcher, Robinson, Watts
Councilman Jarboe: 
First of all I would like to thank everyone since this is my first year as Finance Chairman and my first budget, I appreciate all the input, I appreciate all the discussions that we’ve had and especially the Controller and her staff and all the department heads have made it, I’m not going to say easy, but have helped me through the process.  I think I’ve learned a lot.  I think this is a good budget.  I think that we look to the future for the city and with that, I vote Aye.

Councilman John: I would also like to compliment the Controller and the City Administration on the budget they submitted.  As you know we had some troubled times a few years ago where we were operating under a deficit budget, at times requested a ten million dollar deficit budget.  I’m glad to see us back on the right track and I hope we don’t see you come in next year requesting a deficit budget because I’m 
a firm believer that if you are going to spend it, you need to raise it.  And I think we’ve met that obligation with this budget and with that I vote Aye.
President Bagbey: First of all, I would like to thank everyone and as always there’s a lot of  

passion and there’s always disagreements, but I think Lisa and her staff did a wonderful job and I really appreciate it.  I know there was a lot of hard work and a lot of energy expended by your staff.  Councilman Jarboe, I think you did an excellent job as our Finance Chairman.  I really appreciate the hours that you put in and the zeal and the passion that you displayed for this.  Times are very, very difficult and with great pleasure I vote Aye.  

Nays:
    
Kniese, Koehler Walden
Councilman Kiefer: I’d like to thank the City Controller and Finance Chairman Jarboe for 

                       discussions.  I’d like to thank the Mayor for calling me and having 

discussions with me regarding this budget.  I’d also like to thank this Council for      lively discussion.  I would have liked to have supported this budget.  I was looking for anything to say that we didn’t raise it to the maximum tax levy and regretfully, I vote Nay.

There being six (6) ayes and three (3) nays, Ordinance F-2005-11 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2005-25

FINANCE
 


                   JARBOE 

A RESOLUTION TO APPEAL FOR AN EXCESS LEVY FOR 2006

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-25 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-25 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Bagbey: Under Miscellaneous, two things.  First of all, the Community last night lost a terrific lady who fought an almost unbelievable battle and I would hope that you would keep Sharon Merkel and Coach Quentin Merkel and their family in your prayers and your thoughts.  Sharon fought Lou Gehrig’s disease longer than anybody in recorded history, a little over twenty-fives years and as my faith says, we hope that she is in a better place. The second thing is dealing with Robert’s Stadium this evening.  Originally we were going to get some information from Mr. Bolton and from Lisa.  They have not been able to get everything that I thought that I wanted to talk about, but I would like to have Lisa and John come up here at this point.  We are going to begin on October 27th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., the first of six community meetings dealing with Robert’s Stadium.  That will be located at the Fairlawn School on the southeast side in the auditorium.  Lisa, you told me today, and I guess, John, you’re involved in this, you guys are going to take a little jaunt down the road and look at something?

Lisa Acobert: Actually, I’ll let John talk about it because this is a facility that is managed by SMG and so I’ll let John talk about our trip.

John Bolton: We’ve had a meeting and a conference call looking at venues that we might look to help us in the project.  One of those that we’ve identified is Gwynnett Arena, which is located on the outskirts of Atlanta.  We will be going down to visit that facility and hopefully gather more information as we approach the first meeting at the end of October.

President Bagbey: Okay.  And you’ll have enough time to gather the other data for the meeting we’re talking about?  

Lisa Acobert: One of the purposes of going to this facility is that the person who is managing it has wide knowledge in funding of other facilities. So that was one of the additional reasons why we are going to go down there.

President Bagbey: I’m also very happy to announce the Visitor’s and Convention Bureau is joining us in this partnership and will help to facilitate these meetings.  The second meeting will be held during the month of November.  The date is not clear at this point.  I talked with Councilman Kniese because one of the thoughts that I had was that I would like to have that meeting at the University of Evansville.  Councilman Kniese’s family is very, very close and has paid a price in dealing with the University of Evansville, a primary tenant at Robert’s Stadium and I would think it would be very fitting if we had our second meeting there at the University of Evansville.  Councilman Kniese has concurred with that.  Is that correct, Jeff?  You’re okay with that?  

Councilman Kniese: Yes

President Bagbey: As soon I find out that date, I will begin to also network with Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Wards.  I do know that our meeting in the Third Ward will be our last meeting and that will take place at Robert’s Stadium.  What are the goals and objectives, folks?  It’s real simple. What does the community want?  After we have our presentation, I see nothing but an exchange.  I hope you all can make it or some of you can make it.  I understand your schedules are filled just like mine, but I want to hear from the people and what the people want because we’re going to have to make a decision that is going to affect this community possibly for the next fifty years.  I also have a web site that I’m throwing this out to the media, which is bagbey.com and there is a section in that web site that has been designed by my good friend and ex-partner, Ed Beiderwolf, to take any comments at all dealing with Robert’s Stadium or any comments, but we’re asking that if there are people out in the community that feel that they cannot make these meetings, feel free to send me an email or anyone on this council and the mayor’s office as well.  I can tell you that I received a telephone call on Friday from a visionary person in the community who had a lot of ideas and I requested that that person come to meeting in October and share with us their thoughts and their objectives.  Good Luck.  Get the information that we requested during the budget also, and at this time I will take any questions.  Angela.

Councilwoman Walden: Thank you.  Just a couple of comments.  I know I sent it out to you on email, but I want to make sure to give a hard copy as well from my neighbor, Mr. Hazelip who 

served on the stadium board back in 1986 when they were making some similar tough decisions as to what we are going to be faced with on this council.  I wanted you to have that information as well as his email address.  Hopefully, he will be able to attend the meetings.  I’ll be sure to let him know of those dates.  Just a comment that this is going to be, as we all know, another lively discussion.  When I was at my workout this morning over at Curves, they didn’t ask me any questions about the budget and you know we all just kind of agree to disagree on that and we’re going to move on as important as it is, but the public is truly, truly interested in the Stadium.  One lady said she was willing to go down to the boat a few more times if that would help raise some funds for us.  I look forward to that and I appreciate your hard work and look forward to working with you to find an area for all the citizens to be able to participate in this important discussion.

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President.  This is such an important issue for this community.  I think we all agree to that and I think the only way we can really get a sense of what needs to be done is have good information brought back to us from Lisa and John and others involved, but also I would challenge the media to partner with this and really get the word out because the more people we get at these events the better.  I think it would be wonderful if we had to end up having twelve of them because we had so many people. But the more input that we can get from this community to give us any direction as to where this community wants to go, I think that is very important. So I challenge the media to please get out the word and help us get the people to the meetings and get their input.  Thank you.

President Bagbey: Thank you.  Again, the first meeting will be on October 27th.  That’s a Thursday from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. and if we’ve got to go past 8:30, if the crowd dictates it, I’ll stay.  Again, this will be the beginning of at least six meetings throughout our community and discussion of this topic. Anything else to come under Miscellaneous Business?  Notre Dame did beat Michigan, but they also got beat by Michigan State.  Okay, Committee Reports.  Finance Chairman.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN 







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President, on September 21st at 4:00 p.m. in Room 301 we will hear Ordinance F-2005-10.  On September 26th we will hear Resolution C-2005-27, Ordinance F-2005-13, Ordinance F-2005-10 and October 10th we will hear Ordinance F-2005-12.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Mr. President, we will hear Ordinance G-2005-20 on October 3rd at 5:10 p.m.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Yes Mr. President, Public Works has nothing in their coffer right now. 

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

___________________


______________________



PRESIDING OFFICER


CITY CLERK
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