CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 26, 2005


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 26, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 26, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, Kiefer, Bagbey

Absent:
John

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Kiefer led the pledge of allegiance this evening.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the September 26, 2005 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer McQuay is Sergeant at Arms.

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Caitlin Spear

Chris Baumgart

Kim Sarabia

Kira Hunt

Taylor Byrley

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held September 19, 2005 be approved as written.  Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 23rd PACKET:

*City council Meeting Agenda for September 26, 2005.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting Held September 19, 2005.

*An Addendum to Ordinance F-2005-13.

*A memo from Police Chief Brad Hill regarding Ordinance F-2005-13.

*A Handout from 4C of Southern Indiana.

*A copy of members of the Teen Advisory Council.

*An invitation to a Press Conference regarding Caldwell Community Center.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Financial Report dated August, 2005.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
Nothing filed for First Reading

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 

ORDINANCE F-2005-10

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT, AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT INITIATIVE AND OTHER FUNDS.

ORDINANCE F-2005-13

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

RESOLUTION C-2005-27

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 233 S.E. THIRD STREET (BOWEN ENGINEERING CORPORATION)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE





      CHAIRMAN JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe:  Tonight your Finance Committee heard Ordinance F-2005-10, F-2005-13, as amended and Resolution C-2005-27.  All three come forward with a do pass recommendation.    
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the committee reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS





ORDINANCE F-2005-10

FINANCE
 


    
       JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT, AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT INITIATIVE AND OTHER FUNDS.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt           Ordinance F-2005-10 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, 

Abstains:         Councilman Melcher:  Also, for the record, on the City Council Meeting, I’m employed by CAPE and because I’m employed by CAPE even though these are not departments that I work in I will be abstaining tonight on this vote.

Ayes:              Robinson, 

Koehler Walden: This has indeed been an historic evening.  I can remember when I first came on council in 1993, this was one of the first things that I got to see was CDBG.  It was highly contentious, highly contested, very emotional and it was one of the hardest things that we had to deal with.  I commend everyone involved. We have really come far in the last 12 years and whatever we did this year let’s continue to do it because this is amazing for it to come forward without an amendment and I’m pleased to vote aye.

                        Watts,

Jarboe:  It’s been a lot of hard work and I want to thank everyone for everything that they have done, all of the hearings and everything that everyone has participated in.  I also want to thank the Administration and DMD for all of their hard work.  I know that last year we had amendments and I know that the 3 years that I sat in on the meetings I saw some real action and a good job by everybody so, I vote aye.

Kiefer,

Bagbey:  Aye, and we definitely set history today.  

There being seven  (7) ayes and one (1) abstention and one (1) absent Ordinance F-2005-10 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2005-13

FINANCE
 


    
      JARBOE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2005-13, as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2005-13, as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2005-27

FINANCE
 


    JARBOE 

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 233 S.E. THIRD STREET (BOWEN ENGINEERING CORPORATION)

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt

Resolution C-2005-27 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, Kiefer, Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-27 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Nancy Gump – C4 of Southern Indiana

President Bagbey:  Under Miscellaneous Business, Nancy, if you want to come up and start getting set up I have a couple of things.  I hope that you all are aware that the City of Evansville was voted one of the 100 best communities for young people by American Promise and Youth Resources of Southwestern Indiana of which I’m a board member now.  We have had to keep this quiet for a long time and I guess, Madam Chief, did we get into Newsweek today?

Rose Young:  There is an article and I believe they mentioned all of the cities.

President Bagbey, Ok.

Councilman Melcher:  There is an article in Indiana Business and they took it to a website…….  ….Indianapolis.

President Bagbey:  I knew that Indianapolis was……..job well done and the award will be presented on Wednesday October 12, 2005 from 4:30 PM until 7:30 PM.  The lights out at after school community wide event there at Bosse Field.  So, if you can write that down in your calendar I’m sure everybody would love to see everyone there.  Oh, there’s another thing, Notre Dame did win.

Erin Ramsey:  Hello, I’m Erin Ramsey and I’m the Executive Director of 4C of Southern Indiana.  Nancy is the coordinator of our project, so I’ll be presenting too.  Not only am I happy for the City of Evansville, but I’m happy on a personal note.  I’m here on behalf of young 

children in our community.  I’m here to tell you a little bit about our agency, a little bit about the status of childcare in our community and then some great exciting news that we have that will impact our community.  I feel like it’s essential for the City Council to know this as well as informed citizens and elected officials so that you can hopefully have a clue about our new projects as well.  4C stands for Community Coordinator ChildCare.  We were founded in 1969, resulting from women entering the work force.  We were incorporated in 1979, with just a few women having lunch together that helped other women find childcare.  We had the first paid employee in the early 1990’s.  This is important because I started at 4C eight years ago and Councilwoman Robinson can attest to that because we were in the incubator together.  We had two part time people. Today we have 17 full-time people and that’s because our community and our nation is acknowledging the importance of early childhood.  I hope that the City of Evansville will do the same.  We are considered a non-profit childcare and resource and referral agency.  Our mission statement is to meet the childcare needs of children and families by providing accessibility to quality care through education, research and coordination of community resources.  We have three purposes, to educate families about the importance of early childhood and how to make good choices for their children when they are not in their own care,  to help providers increase the quality of care that they are providing to young children, and to inform the community about the importance of early care and education.  I’m going to give you a few negatives that aren’t just indicative of Evansville but the nation and then I’ll follow it up with some positive things.  Overall, it’s a fair statement to say that the care given to our young children is inadequate or minimal at this point.  One of the main reasons is because of low compensation in the field.  The average caregiver in a licensed child care center makes about $7.50 an hour and is lucky to have any benefits at all.  The lack of early childhood education among providers and I’ll give you some statistics in a minute about that.  Deficient parental knowledge and poor choices about quality indicators.  We have poor quality childcare because parents are leaving their children there because they don’t know or they choose not to know better.  The centers and homes are paying their caregivers a minimum amount of money because they are barely financially viable themselves.  The current status of child care in our community and when I say community, Evansville has the highest population of child care providers in the communities that we serve, but our agencies serves eleven counties.  These statistics are indicative of eight of our eleven counties.  In licensed centers 66% of the caregivers have no early childcare education.  In registered ministries 87% of the care givers have no early childhood education and licensed family child care 87% do not and in non-licensed homes 98% have no early childhood education.  This is from October 2004 and we called every single legally operating childcare provider to find out so it’s valid.  Accreditation is the highest recognition that a center or home could get.  Out of all the sites in all eight counties in Southwestern Indiana the long graph shows you the sites that could potentially be accredited and then the small bar shows you how many are actually accredited.  We have about 22 licensed centers accredited.  Out of 460 homes, three are accredited by the national association of family childcare.  Of registered ministries, none are.  And, of preschools, none are.  This is really important.  As elected officials to understand why I do what I do and why so many people are willing to support early childhood programming now, a brain of a three -year old is two and a half times more active than the brain of an adult.  By the age of  three, children can develop most of their capacity to acquire vocabulary the foundation for literacy.  Eighty-five percent of a child’s capacity to learn is determined by the age of  five.  This is all scientifically based research.  There is some good news.  First, I think from the statistics and the impact of early childhood you could tell we really have no where to go but up.  We are funded through the Family and Social Service Administration in Indiana.  I’m here tonight to tell you about a new program that we consider to 

be a solution that has been funded by the Welborn Baptist Foundation for the first year $480,000 with a verbal commitment of  ten years to make any social impact on early childhood.  I want you to know what the Welborn Baptist Foundation is funding us to do because it’s critical to come together as a community to support this initiative.  I’m not asking you for money, I’m just asking you to advocate for young children.  Our solution is called Path’s to Quality.  Path’s to Quality can be directly compared to a hotel rating system.  If you go on line to make a hotel reservation, you look to see how many stars your hotel has, how much it costs etc.  We are doing the same for all legally operating childcare providers.  On a side note before I tell you more about Path’s to Quality, the State of Indiana is releasing an economic impact study on childcare on September 30th.  I think that there will be a lot of data in there that matters to all of us regarding the impact of childcare in our community.  United Way is also looking into funding some early childhood initiative.  The time is right for all of us.  Path’s to Quality is a voluntary rating system so these legally operating programs choose whether or not to participate.  We have criteria for licensed centers,  for licensed homes, for registered ministries and for preschools.  All  four types of care have four sets of criteria based on what their type of care they provide.  But all of Level One is health and safety.  I can tell you that we have several programs and I’ll get into those statistics in a minute.  Many have voluntarily joined.  Many of who cannot even make a Level One.  I’m telling you that when I say inadequate and minimal there’s issues with health and safety for our young children.  Level Two is learning environment.  Remember back to statistics at 85 % of their capacity to learn is developed before the age of five.  These are issues that you’ll start seeing where programs are rated.  Learning environment Level Three’s plan curriculum and Level Four is national creditation.  Why are we doing this, because we want to improve the quality of care resulting in better development of children.  We want parents to be able to make informed decisions, raise awareness about the importance of early childhood throughout the community, and to offer professionals the opportunity for growth and support.  We know that the worst thing that we could have done is introduce a rating system and then not helped the programs be better.  There is materials for advancement so if they come on at a One and they meet the criteria to a Two, we’ll give them $200.00 worth of material for the program.  At Level Two and Three they get $400.00 and a Three to a Four they get $600.00.  There is a leadership for administrators which we had in French Lick a few weeks ago that was sold out with 105 childcare providers there.  We believe that these caregivers aren’t making very much money.  They are not viewing themselves as valuable so we are building and then join Path’s and you come and get high quality training on how to be a leader in the field.  At this point it is important to mention that Welborn Baptist Foundation has hired Purdue University to evaluate our program and will follow us with long term goals and short term goals.  EVSC is on board with us to help access school readiness.  We haven’t ironed out all of the details yet but they are our partners and we want to prove that children that are in high quality settings are better prepared for school.  For parents there is a referral including levels of Path’s to Quality.  You’ll start seeing little decals on doors of child care centers and registered ministries and homes that say’s Path’s to Quality and each triangle to pick which level they are at, so if they only have the yellow triangle that means that they are a One.  If they have all four triangles on their decal it will say that they are a Level Four.  We give them information on how to make good choices for their children.  This is another aspect of the grant that isn’t directly tied with Path’s to Quality but is critical for any community leader to know about because the nation is looking to Evansville, it is looking to foresee if Southern Indiana to see how we can change the way that we care for infants and toddlers in group settings on a community wide basis.  Right now the common practice throughout the nation is a baby is enrolled in a childcare center they turn  nine-months, old they take their first step, whatever happens to him happens, they move up to the 

next room, new teacher, new friends.  What we want and what we are able to do with 19 centers so far in our region is make sure that when these babies enroll they are with the same caregiver and the same group for three years which impacts bonding and attachments.  The good news so far is that providers are receptive.  Since I did this presentation we had 116 programs that have submitted registration forms.  What you can do?  I’m not here for nothing, really.  I’m not asking for money though.  We just want you to call us for information if anytime in your public career or your private life you need any information on early childhood, need a guest speaker somewhere in one of your civic group’s.  I would be happy to come to spread the word.  You can call us for anything regarding early childhood.  We want you to ask your childcare provider if they are registered with Path’s to Quality.  If they are not, please have them to call us.  It’s painless, it’s a win win, no trick bag, no hidden agenda on our part.  It really will help the program, will help the children, and eventually will help our entire community.  I hope that on a personal note as the mother of four children and a citizen of Evansville, but also as an early childhood professional, that you will commit to this.  That this is important.  You’re going to see more and more national support and local support for early childhood.  We hope that you will come on board and speak of the importance of it.

Councilwoman Walden:  How have you publicized this to the current childcare providers?

Erin Ramsey:  That’s a good question.  We are starting our marketing campaign next month.  Right now it’s been word of mouth.  We also are doing a direct mailing because we keep a database of all legally operating childcare providers in the next couple of weeks.

Councilwoman Walden: And that includes preschool as well?

Erin Ramsey: yes.  We are just now introducing it.  We have such a back log with so many wanting to come on that we couldn’t introduce it to the public until we had them registered.  Now we expect another influx.  The goal is for it to be market driven.

Councilwoman Walden:  And what is the cost to these agencies to be registered?

Erin Ramsey: It is free. In fact, they get so many things.  

Councilwoman Walden:  Thank you.

President Bagbey:  I want to thank you for coming.  Where I work and my sister who’s in early childhood education, I have heard 4C, 4C, 4C, but until tonight I didn’t have a clue.  It was very informative.

Erin Ramsey:  Thank you for having me.

President Bagbey:  Also, continuing under miscellaneous business just for a second.  The second stadium forum will be held on Tuesday, November 15, 2005 from 6:00 until 8:30 at the University of Evansville.  This will be coming to you, but I just wanted to give you an early FYI.  The third will December 1 at C.K. Newsome Center from 5:00 PM until 7:30 and Angela your working on that and B.J. your working on your end.  Get back with Stacy, then Steve we’re going to finish on the 3rd of March.  That’s the way it looks.  Maybe in January we can get with Bolton and figure out a date.  I think that’s where we will end up.  

Councilman Kniese:  Just real quick.  I think we should encourage the Redevelopment Commission to move ahead on the demolition of the Skora Building.  I work downtown as most of your know.  It’s not only a health hazard, but it’s just flat out dangerous.  There comes a point in time where the usefulness of the building is no longer there.  I hope they move to demolish that and erase an eyesore and a health hazard.  If anyone else would like to get hold of the Redevelopment Commission, I’m going to do it myself and I think it’s a good move for Evansville.  Thanks.

President Bagbey:  Roger told me about that Friday night at the ballgame.  I thought I was going to have a heart attack.  I guess it has to be done.

Councilwoman Walden:  Just real quick, before  the Path’s to Quality leave.  I plan to take this folder to my church’s pre-school and perhaps that would be something that we could all do so that we could help pass the word.  We appreciate you all coming down here.  Thank you.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN 







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe:  On October 10th the Finance Committee at 5:10 p.m., we’ll hear Ordinance F-2005-12. 

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson:  On October 3rd we will hear Ordinance G-2005-20 at 5:10 p.m.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

President Bagbey:  Anything else to come before this body?

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

_________________________






PRESIDING OFFICER

_________________________

CITY CLERK
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