CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 23, 2006


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 23, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, January 23, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) members absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Jarboe led the pledge of allegiance this evening.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is Council Attorney this evening.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to recognized?

SCHOOL: 

NAME:     

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Member:




Member:    

Member:




Member:    

Member:




Member: 

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer King is our Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2006 meeting of the Common council as written. 

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held January 9, 2006 be approved as written. Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JANUARY 20TH PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for January 23, 2006

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held January 9, 2006.

*Resolution C-2006-4.

*Ordinances F-2006-1 and G-2006-3.

*Area Plan Staff Reports.

*Area Plan Commission Minutes from January 12, 2006 Meeting.

*Return receipt and vacation study reports for Ordinances G-2006-1 and G-2006-2.

*A memo from Rob Schaefer, Economic Development Specialist, regarding Mead

  Johnson Nutritionals Tax Phase-In.

*City Council Address and telephone list for 2006.

*Legal Aid Society of Evansville Statistics for December 2005.

*Legal Aid Society Statistics for the Year 2005.

*A letter from City Controller Lisa Acobert with attached investment summary report.

* Invitation to IBDC Southern District Grand Opening and Reception.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

* An Invitation to the American Heart Association’s HEART ACROSS THE STATE TOWN HALL MEETING.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote. So ordered.

Mead Johnson Nutritionals Tax Phase-In

President Watts: We are going to stray from our normal meeting here to hear from Bristol Myers, I think Rob is going to speak.  I understand you have some folks in from out of town that may need to get back on the road.  

Rob Schaefer: As you see in my memo to you Mead Johnson Nutritionals has received an eight-year tax phase-in in 2002.  I think because there has been some confusion with the reassessment they failed to file their 322 ERA to get their deductions.  So consequently they missed three years of tax deduction worth an estimated $51,000.00.  We have a letter that hopefully will be signed by the council president and the Mayor that will be sent to the auditor asking him to refund approximately $51,000.00 to Mead Johnson.  And there is someone here who can discuss that.

President Watts: Ok, Thank you.   Welcome, please state your name for the record.

Paul Cussen: Thank you for hearing me tonight.  As Rob indicated there was a late filing for the abatement.  When we received the Form 11 from the 2002 reassessment it was indicated it was for the reassessment and not for new construction, so at that time in April of 2003, we did not  file the 322 ERA timely for the first phase of the project building 33 and F.  Then in October of 2003 we received a second Form 11 about 6 months later that was for the second phase of the 

project or the completion of the project and at that time we realized we missed the filing on the first half and it was included in the reassessment notice for 2002.  We worked with the Auditor’s office and I was under the assumption that it was all approved.  I filed one application for the entire abatement and then for 2003 and 2004, which would have been in February of 2004 February of 2005 we did timely file the annual CF1’s and we were compliant, however, never reviewed or matched up with the tax bills that the exemption was never being applied.  Everything is current and filed the second phase of the project is under abatement and that exemption is being applied as well as two other abatements on the property.  It was kind of an oversight with the reassessment and I certainly apologize for that.  We have worked with the Auditor’s office and actually the Indiana Department of Finance to get some guidance in the approval and the approval would come from the City Council who issued the original resolution to approve the filing. 

President Watts: Any questions?  Councilman John?

Councilman John: I will state that I received a call from Mr. Fluty, the Auditor, sometime ago explaining what Mr. Cussen has and that with the exception of that one form they have done due diligence everything they were supposed to and we had approved it 3 years ago.  So since there is a remedy that the State has provided us, I think that is something we ought to consider.

President Watts: Any other questions?  Councilman Kniese?

Councilman Kniese: Thank You.  This is more of a question for Rob.  Over this period of time, have they upheld their agreement to the tax phase-in? 

Rob Schaefer: Right, they are required annually to submit a CF1 and they have done that.

Councilman Kniese: And it is to your satisfaction?  Thank you.

Paul Cussen: And we have met the dollar investment with the community and jobs.  And Byron Sanders and Julie Atkins from Bristol Myers/ Mead Johnson are here if there are any specific questions.

President Watts: Any other questions?

Councilman Melcher: I guess I have a couple, maybe.  So you are saying that, and I can understand what happened in 2003, but 2004 and 2005 nobody caught it?

Paul Cussen: Well I know I didn’t and there was a transition in the tax department some of the shared services that I did not review the bills to make sure it was in place.  But in there are copies of the 2003 and 2004 CF1’s that were filed timely.  Again we were under the assumption that we had done everything right.

Councilman Melcher: So the Auditor’s office messed up these three years, is what you are saying? 

Paul Cussen: No, I originally did not file the first one on time. 

Councilman Melcher: No, I understand that, but what about the next two years?

Paul Cussen: Nothing was applied and then when the second one came in, what I should have done, although it still would have been late, was file two applications.  I filed the one that would just include the whole project so there is nothing on file.  I have been dealing with the office for a number of months to try and resolve the issue.  We have known about it actually in April when it wasn’t on the bills again for the 2004 Tax year.  I have been in contact with the Auditor’s office to try and resolve the issue.

Councilman Melcher: So this is going to be, and John maybe you can help me, this is going to be a check that the Auditor’s office will write him?

Attorney Hamilton: Correct

Councilman Melcher: And then what about the School Corporation and the Library and all of them that got there part of the money.  Will they be, I mean,  I am just asking somebody might….

Attorney Hamilton: Well, I don’t know if this will affect, if this is enough to affect…  The Auditor can tell you if it would, but I don’t know.

Paul Cussen: Again, the dollar amount and the memo from the Auditor’s office I have reconciled and worked with them that that is the correct amount.

Councilman Melcher: I am agreeing and I understand the first 17, 000 dollars.  It is the other 

33,000 dollars that should have been caught by the Auditor and did not get caught.  

Paul Cussen: Well, and again, to not see it because the other part of the abatement was on there being processed.   I didn’t catch it, but we were filing the CF1’s timely for those years with the assumption that the abatement was in place.  

Councilwoman Robinson: So the years that they did not file on time is there a penalty or anything instead of giving them the whole total of $51,000.00 back?  Do we assess, is a penalty going to be assessed or what?

Councilman John: I believe they paid so there wouldn’t be a penalty assessed.  It would be a refund for the amount they over paid, if this is approved.

President Watts: Any other questions from the Council?   Anyone else like to speak on this?

Councilman John: I make a motion that the President be authorized to sign this letter on behalf of the Council and it be forwarded to the Mayor’s office for his approval.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, this motion is passed.
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-3

ASD (MELCHER)

              
 ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE IDENTIFYING THE DOWNTOWN EVANSVILLE MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA AS AN HISTORIC DISTRICT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOWING APPLICATION TO THE ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO COMMISSION FOR ALCOHOL BEVERAGES PERMITS.

ORDINANCE F-2006-1

FINANCE



      
      JARBOE                  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROPRIATING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE PORT AUTHORITY OF EVANSVILLE

RESOLUTION C-2006-4 

FINANCE



       
      JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1212 BAKER STREET (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.)

Councilman Kiefer moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2005-29

FROM APC      
     

  
 C-2 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 5020 SMYTHE DRIVE

PETITIONER:
INTERPROP FUND VIII, LP
               


OWNER:

INTERPROP FUND VIII, LP (PAUL NEVILLE)

REP:


LESLIE C. SHIVELY, ATTORNEY

DISTRICT:

ANGELA KOEHLER WALDEN, WARD 5

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2005-30

FROM APC      
             
C-1 TO C-4 w/U&D 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 3315 COVERT AVENUE

PETITIONER:
CHAMBERS PROPERTIES, INC.
               


OWNER:

MARATHON ASHLAND PETROLEUM, LLC

REP:


CHRISTOPHER C. WISCHER

DISTRICT:

STEVE BAGBEY, WARD 2

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to Adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report.  Voice Vote.    So ordered.   

Council now stands at Third Reading of Zoning Ordinances which is final action

REGULAR AGENDA

THRID READING OF ZONING ORDIANACES

ORDINANCE R-2005-29

FROM APC      
     

   
C-2 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 5020 SMYTHE DRIVE

PETITIONER:
INTERPROP FUND VIII, LP
               


Les Shively: Mr. President and members of the Council.  My name is Les Shively I am representing the petitioner.  Before I begin a very brief presentation, let me thank Councilman Watts and Councilman Bagbey and the clerks office for allowing this to be on your agenda for this evening.  This is a sale of property contingent upon rezoning a sale by my client, the Neville’s to Cinergy that is supposed to close this week and needs to close before the end of January or we don’t have a deal.  So we appreciate your accommodation.  Briefly this will be, this location is a commercial subdivision.  In fact the subdivision was approved at the Plan Commission meeting earlier this month.  This will be an operational center for Cinergy and the reason we had to change the C-2 to a C-4 because under your ordinance you can’t have a warehouse storage facility in a C-2 so we had to move it to a C-4.  Just for a little information here, we have also agreed as part of the subdivision approval and the Galleria Subdivision to contribute with the developers of the property on the west side of Green River Road for the Traffic Control signal at Theatre Drive which was recommended by EUTS and the Plan Commission.  We are happy to answer any questions you have about this rezoning request.

President Watts: Is there any questions for Mr. Shively?  

Councilman Kiefer: Mr. Shively, on this property, is this next to where they are building there office building?

Les Shively:  No Sir, this is further south.

Councilman Kiefer: Further South?

Les Shively: This will be more of an operational service facility and the facility they are building up further north towards Lynch that will be their offices.  By the way, these are new employees coming into this community and this is a project that will bring in some new jobs into the area.

Councilman Kiefer: Ok, Thanks.

President Watts: Any other questions from the council.  Anyone in the audience wish to speak either for or against?

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2005-29 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2005-29, is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THRID READING OF ZONING ORDIANACES

ORDINANCE R-2005-30

FROM APC      
             
C-1 TO C-4 w/U&D 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 3315 COVERT AVENUE

PETITIONER:
CHAMBERS PROPERTIES, INC.
               


Chris Wischer: Good Evening, Chris Wischer from Bamburger, Foreman, Oswald and Hahn.  I like Les, would like to thank you all for making time in your schedule tonight for this rezoning request.  It was supposed to come before the December Area Plan Commission which was postponed for inclement weather, so that put us off schedule.  My client appreciates your accommodations.  I will also keep my comments brief.  This property located at 3115 Covert on the corner of Covert and Vann is currently zoned C-1.  It is right now vacant, a former Marathon Service Station.  The Service Station is a C-4 use.  It has been there for many years and non-conforming use.  The proposed use is an Enterprise Car Rental location.  My client, Chamber Properties, is also responsible for one at Fulton and Franklin.  This will be very similar.  It will utilize the existing building, which will be renovated for that use.  One thing I would like to highlight, we did file a Use and Development Commitment with this rezoning.  As you know there are a lot of uses in C-4 as I often advise my clients.  There is not a lot of need to ask for more than what you need.  I did speak with Councilman Bagbey.  This is his ward and his only concern was the area didn’t need anymore alcohol related business so our Use and Development Commitment eliminates all of those, as well as all of Use Group 10 and all of Use Group 11 with the exception of sale and rental of automobiles.  Use Group 10 and 11 are higher end of the C-4 classifications.  So what we really have is a C-2, plus some.  I will open for questions, or any specific questions.

President Watts: Councilman Kiefer?

Councilman Kiefer: Thank you Mr. President.  As you can see in the picture there, and I am pretty familiar with that area there, what are the intentions as far as renovations to that property?   I am curious to know.  Are they going to remodel that or is that the way it is going to look?

Mr. Wischer: No.  That won’t be the way.  I am sure that is not the way it is going to look.  There is a new Enterprise Rental Car that has just recently opened at Fulton and Franklin.  I had a 

picture of it but didn’t bring it.  It is a very nice and clean establishment.  They already I believe started to do some renovation on that.  Of course if the rezoning is approved, they will continue.

Councilman Kiefer: Have the fuel tanks been removed?

Mr. Wischer: That question actually came up with the APC and I inquired with my client.  I don’t know the answer to that.  I can see where they would be removed, but I can also see in a business like that where you may have some fuel tanks.  But, from my view of the site plan we provided, I don’t see a lot of room for that.  But unfortunately I don’t have an answer for that.

Councilman Kiefer: Ok, all right. 

Councilman Melcher: By the looks of the picture, there is rock there where the fuel tanks were. If it doesn’t have rock, then it does have tanks, so I would think the tanks are gone. 

Mr. Wischer: I can’t make a representation on that, other than I have been involved in other Marathon related sales, and in both those they removed the tanks before the sale for liability concerns and otherwise.

President Watts: Any other questions from members of the council?  Anyone in the audience like to speak either for or against?

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2005-30 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2005-30, is hereby declared ADOPTED.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-1  

PUBLIC WORKS


  
      BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF FIRST STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

ORDINANCE G-2006-2  

PUBLIC WORKS


    
      BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, NORTH OF EAST TENNESSEE STREET, BETWEEN NORTH GARVIN STREET AND NORTH EVANS AVENUE

RESOLUTION C-2006-2  

FINANCE



       
       JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY 

TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2220 PERFECTION COURT (PERFECTION DEVELOPMENT CO., LLC)

RESOLUTION C-2006-3  

FINANCE



       
      JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY 

TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR REHABILITATION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES OF HABITAT OF EVANSVILLE

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE CHAIRMAN                





                   JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Yes, Mr. President.  Tonight your Finance Committee heard Resolution 

C-2006-2 and Resolution C-2006-3 both come forward with a Do Pass Recommendation.

PUBLIC WORKS CHAIRMAN______________________________________   MELCHER

President Watts:  Public Works heard Ordinance G-2006-2 and that was held until February 6th at 5:20 P.M.  Ordinance G-2006-1 comes forward with a Do Pass Recommendation.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

There being no further motions, these Ordinances and Resolutions are hereby moved to Third Reading.

REGULAR AGENDA

THRID READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-1  As Amended
PUBLIC WORKS


       BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF FIRST STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2006-1 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2006-1, as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THRID READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-2  

FINANCE



      
       JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY 

TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2220 PERFECTION COURT (PERFECTION DEVELOPMENT CO., LLC)

Councilman Kniese moved and Councilwoman Robinson  seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance C-2006-2 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance C-2006-2, is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THRID READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION C-2006-3  

FINANCE



      
      JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR REHABILITATION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES OF HABITAT OF EVANSVILLE

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance C-2006-3 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance C-2006-3, is hereby declared ADOPTED.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

*There will not be a City Council meeting next Monday, January 30, 2006 because it is a fifth Monday of the month.

*Paul Farmer – President of United Neighborhood Organization

Paul Farmer: My name is Paul Farmer, I am President of United Neighborhood of Evansville.  Thank you very much for allowing us to take a few minutes this evening to kind of bring you up to speed about UNOE as an organization and also make a presentation for you in a little while.  Thirteen years ago seven people met with United Way Group looking at Evansville and its Neighborhood Associations and at that time we had our twelve focus Neighborhood Associations and we had about five others loosely organized Neighborhood Associations, one of which is not loosely organized of course is West Side Improvement.  We took a look for about two years and 

studied Evansville.  We had a little bit of money and in the first year we were able to offer four groups of folks $250 to do anything they wanted to do together in their neighborhood.  This could be having a chili supper, or plant a garden, whatever they wanted to do with their $250.  The next year we were able to give $500 and that expanded.  My point being, with in about three years it became an organization called Evansville Neighborhood Associates.  The neighborhoods 

got together and began to grow.  They began to see some things they can do together, even though they wanted to remain autonomous in what they can do and what they can’t do.  But also saw some things they could do as to working together.  So at that time, the Neighborhood Associates was an organization that began and they finally found themselves too large to be able 

to really function so they became a 501C3 and organized into United Neighborhoods of Evansville.  This past October we had our 10th Anniversary of the celebration that we have called the Spark Plug Awards and Celebration.  Three members of the City Council were able to attend.  

We appreciated that.  So I would like to take a moment in that ten years just to see what has happened just to let you see what has happened in 2005 to let you know what UNOE is doing for our community.  So the paper I passed out kind of gives you an overview of what happened in 2005.  It was part of my presentation to the organization.  We did meet with UNOE staff, the UNOE staff has two people which are Lori Gardner which is our Operations Manager works for us part-time and we have an intern from U of E which works part-time for us, and everyone else is volunteers.  We have lots of volunteers that come in and out.  We had some Vista workers over a period of time.  The President was myself this past year.  We had over 3300 contacts with Neighborhood Associations in the year 2005.  Newsletters were mailed out as a form of  communication.  204 Board of Directors mailings, and those kind of things went out in terms of organizational functions and communication with our neighborhood association.  We now have 41 Neighborhood Associations, 39 of which have joined UNOE.  Some of you around the table have supported your Neighborhood Association by paying their $20 yearly dues to UNOE.  We appreciate it.  They are able to get a newsletter for the amount of money they work with us and they are part of the organization.  They get representation from us.  UNOE is represented on six city committee boards.  Members of UNOE are part of Emergency Management Advisory Committee for the very first time as neighborhood folks have taken part in that.  They are also members of Tree Advisory Board, Solid Waste Advisory Board, Disaster Resistance Community Corp Board, Keep Evansville Beautiful Board, Animal Control Board.  We have membership on those boards and representation of the neighborhoods on those boards.  You can see they have been represented at the regular meetings of most Area Plan and City Council and so forth.  You know that from being here.  UNOE, for the very first time, has been asked by the Mayor and others from time to time when there is a committee to study something.  We get the phone call saying would you please get us two people from each of the wards to form a committee to do a study.  We have been involved in the Sidewalk Repair and Replacement Program, in fact developed that program this last year with the City.  Drug House Ordinance, we are involved in that through Mary Kixmiller and many committee meetings.  Also, the Sign Ordinance, over the years.  And Property Maintenance Code that was just passed.  We were involved in that.  All the hearings and phases of the Front Door Pride Program that has gone on for about a year now in terms of the planning process.  We have been involved in each of those steps along the way.  Other Ordinance study groups that we are part of are Meet Your Legislature Committee and part of the Mayor’s Citizen Advisory Committee.  Organizationally, we are to the point we are able to the first time have a long range plan, a three year long range plan that will help guide the direction of the organization.  We have updated the By Laws.  Our By Laws in the past, our 

Boards have been the members who are chairs of the various standing committees.  We were able to extend that this last year and will have five board members at large, which will allow for 

even more representation throughout the neighborhood associations.  So we have done a lot of things to get things in order and placed organizationally.  We are able to, with some care and fundraising and so forth, to be able to offer a lot of services for our Neighborhood Associations.  We do have a program in place for training for our officers and support groups.  In our general meetings we deal with and hear about major concerns.  As you will see on the back page, some 

of the things we have had to deal with in our monthly meetings over the past year. I just want to take a moment to let you see that so that you see the impact the UNOE has had on our community.  I think I want to say thank you to City Council Members each one for the support that you have given UNOE over the years.  We have had three Mayor’s involved for the support 

over the time representing two parties.  It has helped us as we have moved and grown forward in the past years.  So I do want to take a moment this evening from the organization to thank you for your support of the UNOE and hope you continue that support.  Thursday night I finish my 

term as president.  I have been with it for 13 years and I am ready to kind of step back.  I will still be around for a couple of years, but let someone else move forward on that.  I want to present to you a UNOE tool kit.  Our intern from U of E has went on-line and has studied from all over the United States the different programs in the different cities and agencies that have come together to put together a handbook for Neighborhood Associations and that is what we have for you this evening.  This is a copy for your use.  One of the things that happens quite often is a Neighborhood Association, City Councilman, will say you ought to have a Neighborhood Association.  The people say how do I do that?  Inside the packet we made a separate little packet available to you.  Someone who may have an interest in starting a Neighborhood Association this is the first pack that you can get them and on the outside we put a place to call the UNOE office and get that packet and look at that.  That will help them.   You will get overwhelmed if you get all the By Laws thrown at you at one time.   We try to make this very simple so people are not overwhelmed by it.  It has been very successful this year and in the Neighborhood we have done.  In the other part of it is information to be put together to help neighborhoods get together and organized.  It also is kept up to date so that when the info goes out to them we can keep our neighborhoods up to speed on what is going on in the area.  So it is time to thank you for your support and to give you one of these.  Hopefully it will be helpful to you.  Please use this.  We don’t have much of a problem going out and meeting with neighborhoods.  I have done that all winter long.  In fact it was kind of fun.  We have some that drag their feet for a little while and are not very sure, but then all of a sudden the issue will click and they will decide, yeah we can do this.  Neighborhood Associations are not organized for problems.  The real Neighborhood Association is the one that is organized to get to know one another and resolve problems before they ever begin.  And sometimes we get involved with major problems, for example this last winter with the situation with Habitat of Evansville, Councilman Jarboe has been involved in that.  Next Thursday, they are part of the program.  They have been very well excepted and worked out with the focus councils as you have heard earlier from Mr. LaMar.  So there has been a lot of problems we have been able to help with over the years.  Again I just want to present this to you, and thank you for your support and your time this evening.

President Watts: Do you have any questions for Paul?  Councilman Kniese.

Councilman Kniese: Just a quick comment.  Paul your organization has been really helpful to me the last year.  I had an organization over at Ross Center, and I used your packet and they got a 

hold of you and are moving forward with that.  So I think that is a really big help.  I know you said you are going to kind of step down as the leader of the organization and I hope you do stay involved.  I have worked with you on this front and on some other fronts also.   I appreciate you want to have a little time to yourself and family, but good people are hard to find.  I really have enjoyed working with you on several fronts and you are true asset to the city.

Paul Farmer: Thank you very much.  I appreciate that.

Councilwoman Robinson: Paul, I think you have done an outstanding job.  Does that mean I won’t see you after Thursday in the building?

Paul Farmer: Oh no, I will be there.  There will be later announcements.  I will be back in the building.  One thing that happens to past Presidents is when you can find a Treasurer, yeah I will do for one year, because the past President is on the board for two years so you might as well do 

something.  So I will be Treasurer for the next year.  I will be in the building.  I will still wave at you.

Councilwoman Robinson: Ok

President Watts: Thanks, Paul

Councilman Melcher: I will say on East Brook, I don’t know if Paul has mentioned it but all the neighborhoods got one.  They had a class one time at one of your meetings.  A lady went over it with everyone so they would now how to do it.  That book has been a long time making, and really works out.  

President Watts: Please put on record Council members have received and reviewed the report from Lisa Acobert on Investments.

City Council Board Appointments for 2006

Board



Appointment


Term Expires

2006 

Area Plan Commission

Joe Kiefer


12-31-06



Central Dispatch


Keith Jarboe


12-31-06



Construction & Roofing Review
Carl Shepard


12-31-06



Data Board


            Mike Russ


12-31-06


Downtown Evansville

           
Keith Jarboe


12-31-06


Economic Development Loan
          
Darrell Ragland

12-31-06




Electrical Examiners Board
           
Jim Dewig


12-31-06



EUTS




Stephen Melcher, Jack Corn  12-31-06



Home Inspection Board

Bill Kattman


12-31-06



Human Relations

           William Saucer


12-31-06








John D. Herring, Jr.

12-31-06



Legal Aid



Curt John


12-31-06


MBE/WBE



Lionel Butler


12-31-06



Rev. Gerald Arnold

12-31-06



Museum Board


Angela Walden

12-31-06



Pigeon Creek Greenway

Ray Beckwith, Jack Corn
12-31-06


Redevelopment Commission

Katie Nimnicht, John Walker
12-31-06



HVAC  



Steve Bryant 


12-31-06



Solid Waste Board


Keith Jarboe


12-31-06



WNIN Board



Angela Koehler Walden
12-31-06



Social Status of 


Rev. Gerald Arnold






Tree Advisory Board


Larry Caplan


4-1-06

African/American Males

Brad Hill, Roberta Anderson Staten,

(All terms expire 12-31-05)

Matory Bailey, Rev. W.R. Brown, Sr.






Fred Williams, Marcus Watkins






Dr. Anthony Hall, Darrell Ragland, Sr.

Need to appoint 4 members 

to the Social Status of African/American Males Board.

(Roberta Staten, Marcus Watkins, Darrel Ragland have all resigned.)

Youth Leadership Grant 


Chairman



B.J. Watts

Subcommittee:


Keith Jarboe, Angela Walden, 

Jeff Kniese, Curt John

Youth Sports Grant

Chairman



Stephen Melcher

Subcommittee:


B.J. Watts, Joe Kiefer, 


Connie Robinson, Steve Bagbey

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to accept the Board nominations. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN___________________________________________________JOHN

Chairman Jarboe: Mr. president on February 6th at 5: 20 we will hear Resolution C-2006-4 and February 6th at 5:10 we will hear Ordinance F-2006-1.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN_______________________________________________ ROBINSON

Chairman Melcher: Mr. President on February 6th at 5:00 we will hear Resolution G-2006-3.

PUBLIC WORKS CHAIRMAN______________________________________   MELCHER

President Watts:  Public Works will hear G-2006-2 February 6th at 5:20.

Councilman Kniese: Council real quickly before we adjourn.  I think we all received and invitation for tomorrow.  The Governor is going to be here around 3:00 at Tri-State Aero.  I think 

he is going to discuss and talk a little bit about his Major Moves Initiative and that can have a very positive impact on I-69, which all of us agree is a major project for the City of Evansville and our whole area.  So I am going to do my best to try and get out there and attend that and try to learn a little bit more.  I encourage everyone who has the opportunity to go out there as well.

Councilman Kiefer: I have a question Mr. President.  Are we going to review who is on the salary or sac committee this year?   Or is it by ordinance.  I just didn’t know if that is going to be the same members.  I would be interested in serving on that if there was an opportunity.

Councilman John: I think that it is President, Finance Chairman and Minority Ranking.

Councilman Kiefer: Ok

Attorney Hamilton: Joe I think you are on that for 06.

Councilman Kiefer: Ok, thank you.

President Watts: Anything else?

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.

PRESIDING OFFICER

CITY CLERK
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