CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

February 13, 2006


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

FEBRUARY 13, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 13, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:    Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts    


Absent:     Bagbey

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Kiefer led the pledge of allegiance this evening.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is Council Attorney this evening.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

SCHOOL: 

NAME:     

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2006 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Kiefer moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held February 6, 2006 be approved as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 10th PACKET:

*Agenda for February 13, 2006 City Council Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of the February 6, 2006 City Council Meeting.

*Resolutions C-2006-6, C-2006-7, and C-2006-8.

*Ordinance R-2006-5.

*A copy of the Anthem for the City of Evansville.

*A copy of a claim against the City of Evansville.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A letter from Leslie Shively requesting a continuance of Ordinance R-2005-28.

*Update on programs and outreach efforts Vectren has in place to help customers manage through the difficult winter heating season.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote. So ordered.

President Watts: Attorney Les Shively respectfully asks to continue Ordinance R-2005-28 from the agenda this evening to allow an amendment of the petition to incorporate a Use and Development commitment.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to allow a continuance for Ordinance R-2005-28.  Voice Vote. So ordered.

PRESENTATION OF AN ANTHEM FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE

Pastor Wade Butler – Trinity Lutheran Church

David Nicholson – President of Evansville Elite Soccer

President Watts: Now for the presentation of the Anthem for the City of Evansville.  Welcome Mr. Nicholson

Mr. Nicholson: Thank you President Watts.  As usual I have a few helpers along with me. Clair Baggett and Grace Baggett, if you could pass this out to the council members.  Council  members the decision of the council to provide funding to the Goebel Soccer complex has proven to have been a winner to our community both in terms of economics and as a quality of life issue.  This past year’s Veteran’s Invitational Soccer Tournament played host to 250 teams from 9 midwestern states.  There was 3800 players participating in 429 games.  175 referees and 500 volunteers and 9500 visitors occupying 4100 room nights in 35 hotels, delivering an estimated of an economic impact of some 5 million dollars.  In its 4th year the VIT alone has generated alone over 14 million dollars in tours and dollars.  As a quality of life issue, healthy recreation is being provided to our youth.  Our kids and families are getting to stay home, not only for the VIT but as evidence by us being able to host the Indiana Youth State Tournament back to back years.  We have the finest soccer facility currently in the State of Indiana.  The Veterans Invitational Tournament has become much more than a soccer event.  It’s a community event.  Just days after the tornado struck took on additional meaning in the healing process.  Tournament officials anguish over the aftermath and devastation if we should continue with the event, postpone, or even to cancel.  Our decision to play on has proven to be the correct one.  The compassion shown by out-of-town teams bringing and purchasing food and staple items, as well as donations of monies to the Tornado Relief Fund was inspiring.  The tournament brought smiles to our children’s faces and was a positive for the community at a time when we needed something good to happen.  From the opening ceremony honoring the Veteran’s to the final whistle, the event was a success.  At the opening ceremony, Pastor Wade Butler of Trinity 

Lutheran Church while giving the invocation sang a song written by Vicor Matthew Frick to the music of America the Beautiful, this was presented by Pastor Butler as a gift to the City of 

Evansville from the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, once known as the Church of the Mayors.  It was and is being presented to the City to be accepted as an anthem for the City of Evansville.  And I would like to introduce Pastor Butler at this time.

Pastor Butler: Thank you David.  President Watts and ladies and gentlemen and members of Council, David asked me to say in invocation at the soccer tournament and I tried to make it a little bit more spicy than just your run of the mill invocation.  I think that is why he asked me, because I always come up with something.  Since it was the Veterans that we were honoring and in light of the terrorism and the threat of terrorism in our Nation and around the world, I thought to myself what can we do to help bolster up local patriotism.   Because in the end, any strike on the United States or any terrorist strike of any kind must happen locally, locally someplace.  So I gave a little opening speech at the tournament saying that the best way to keep our nation safe is to become locally patriotic.  And I thought to myself what can we do to inspire local patriotism, why not an anthem.  I don’t even know of city anyplace that has an anthem.  So the Vicar, who happens to be a hymnal writer, Matthew Frick, I asked him to write this and he did.  I am of the opinion that the more we can inspire loyalty to our local municipalities so that we feel strong and supportive of our local areas and proud of them. Then we will be more apt to discover when something is a miss if someone does decide to strike locally at the United States of America.  And so I offered those words at the tournament then offered this particular anthem.  You all have it in front of you.  President Watts, if you would like David has mentioned we could sing it together and he will lead us, if you would like to?

President Watts: Sure

Pastor Butler: Alright, the refrain is according to America the Beautiful, well the whole thing is, which is public domain.  The Vicar chose that so there would be no copyright issues.  And the church is giving the text to the City of Evansville so there is no monetary issue involved.  This is simply a gift from a group of people who have loved Evansville a long time, to do our little part to maybe make the place safer than ever, here on the banks of the Ohio.

(They begin to sing)

Pastor Butler: That goes for the East Side and the West Side, so, with Trinity Lutheran Church and south, north, east and west, we are there, Evansville in one total.  I have plenty of members here from Trinity Lutheran Church, why don’t you stand up or wave.  It is in the name of our congregation that we offer this to you.

President Watts: Any questions or comments?

Councilwoman Walden: I just have to say I wish my dad was here to hear that.  Being the historian that he was, the Government teacher, and a dear love for Evansville, he would greatly appreciate that.  So thank you very much for sharing.

Coucilman Jarboe: I would like to say that I am proud that my mom and my dad are both here tonight.

President Watts: Anyone else?  Thank you very much for coming in.  Matthew, job well done. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

 RESOLUTION C-2006-6

FINANCE

              
                 JARBOE                   

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES (HABITAT OF EVANSVILLE)

RESOLUTION C-2006-7
FINANCE

              
       
                 JARBOE                   

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2220 PERFECTION COURT (PERFECTION DEVELOPMENT CO., LLC)

RESOLUTION C-2006-8
FINANCE

              
       
                 JARBOE                   

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1212 BAKER AVENUE (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.)

ORDINANCE R-2006-5

TO APC      
     
            

R-2 TO R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 28 E. POWELL AVENUE

PETITIONER:
RICHARD P. UTLEY
               


OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

 ORDINANCE R-2006-1

FROM APC          
   
            
C-1 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 210 BAKER AVENUE

PETITIONER:
DOROTHY M. STOCK
               


OWNER:

SAME

REP:


JAMES STOCK

DISTRICT:

STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2006-2

FROM APC               
   

  C-1 TO R-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2805 N. FIRST AVENUE

PETITIONER:
EDSEL F. MARSH, JR.
               


OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

ANGELA KOEHLER WALDEN, WARD 5

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2006-3

FROM APC      
             

M-3 TO R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1212 BAKER AVENUE

PETITIONER:
PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.
               


OWNER:

SAME

REP:


MARCO DeLUCIO

DISTRICT:

STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2006-4

FROM APC      
            
   
R-2 TO R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 772 WASHINGTON AVENUE

PETITIONER:
EARL & DIANA HARTGROVE
               


OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4

This petition was recommended for approval by the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to Adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-1

FROM APC          
   
            
C-1 TO C-4 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 210 BAKER AVENUE

PETITIONER:
DOROTHY M. STOCK
               


President Watts: Welcome, please state your name for the record.

Jim Stock: My name is Jim Stock.  My mother is Dorothy Stock.  She owns the property at 210 Baker Avenue.  My grandfather built that back in the 30’s.  He used it as an auto repair business until he retired.  Then he leased it out as an auto repair business.  My grandfather died in the 60’s, my mother took it over and leased it out.  It has been leased out as an auto repair business ever since.  We had always thought it was C-4, then we found out when the guy who was leasing it right now went to get a sign, it was a conditional C-4.  Through the recommendation of the Area Plan Commission I followed through to get this rezoned to C-4 so that we can get that changed.  Everybody I talked to does not disagree.  The Jacobsville, I called and talked with him yesterday, and he said he had no problem with it and the Redevelopment.  I don’t, that is all I have.

Councilman Melcher: I will say as a councilman for this area, I haven’t heard anyone say they were against this, so I would recommend it.

President Watts: Any other council members have questions?  Anyone in the audience like to speak for or against this ordinance?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2006-1 and call the roll. 

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2006-1 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-2

FROM APC         
            

  C-1 TO R-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2805 N. FIRST AVENUE

PETITIONER:
EDSEL F. MARSH, JR.
               


President Watts: Welcome.  Please state your name for the record.

Edsel Marsh, Jr.: Edsel Marsh Jr.  I am here to ask you guys to rezone 2805 N. First Avenue from a C-1 to R-2.  

President Watts: Any questions from members of the council?

Councilwoman Walden: Just would like to say as representative of this area, that I have not had any comments or concerns about this and I would be in favor of it.

President Watts: Any other members of council have questions?  Any one in the audience like to speak for or against this ordinance?

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2006-2 and call the roll.

 ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2006-2 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-3

FROM APC      
      
                M-3 TO R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1212 BAKER AVENUE

PETITIONER:
PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.
               


President Watts: Welcome Marco.  You looked a little nervous when you walked around the corner and seen us singing.

Marco Delucio: I did hear you singing and it was nice.  Good evening, my name is Marco Delucio and I am here this evening on behalf of Pioneer Development.  This is seeking a down zoning from M-3 to R-3 on this property.  This is phase two of an affordable housing complex.  Last year the council approved a down zoning on property that is the green area adjacent to this.  They have already started construction out there on the 35 units that comprise phase one, and this is phase two.  I think it is the last phase they will do out there at this point and time.  They seek your approval to do this.  It is to provide safe and affordable housing for low to mid income people.  There will be 35 units comprised of 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom apartments.  Mr Kiesch who is the president of Pioneer Development could not be here tonight because he is in Indianapolis, his children are sick.  If you have any questions I will do my best to answer them.

President Watts: Any questions by members of council?  

Coucilman Melcher: I will say this is going to be good for the area, because if you have went by the area and looked at the area, it is going to bring a big eyesore into compliance.  I think it is going to be great.  Bernadine Jones is right across the street from it.  I think the neighborhood is all in support of it.  We have already done some phase-in for it.  I am going to support this, this evening.

Marco Delucio: I will add in that Mr. Morgan from the Jacobsville Neighborhood Organization spoke in favor of this at the Plan Commission Meeting and there is also a letter in the file indicating that the neighborhood association is in support of this.  Thank you for reminding me of that Mr. Melcher.

President Watts: Any other questions?  Any one in the audience like to speak either for or against this ordinance?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2006-3 and call the roll.

 ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2006-3 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-4

FROM APC      
     
            
R-2 TO R-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 772 WASHINGTON AVENUE

PETITIONER:
EARL & DIANA HARTGROVE
               


President Watts: Are Earl or Diana represented here?  

Councilman John: I move that we can continue this so the petitioner is able to be present.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to hold Ordinance R-2006-4 until February 27, 2006 at 5: 30 P.M. and call the roll.

 ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, R-2006-4 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-5

ASD (MELCHER)

                        ROBINSON                   

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE INDIANA ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO COMMISSION MADELEINE’S RESTAURANT AS A SITE ELIGIBLE TO BE ISSUED A SPECIFIED, NON-TRANSFERABLE, THREE-WAY PERMIT TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

 ASD COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN MELCHER: 
Councilman Melcher: Yes, Mr. President.  This evening we heard Resolution C-2006-5 and it comes to the council with a 7-1 Do Pass recommendation.  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to Adopt the Committee Reports and move this Resolution to Third Reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

Council now stands at Third Reading of Ordinances or Resolutions which is final action

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

 RESOLUTION C-2006-5

ASD (MELCHER)

              ROBINSON                   

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TO THE INDIANA ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO COMMISSION MADELEINE’S RESTAURANT AS A SITE ELIGIBLE TO BE ISSUED A SPECIFIED, NON-TRANSFERABLE, THREE-WAY PERMIT TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION.

Councilwoman John moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-5 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Councilwoman Robinson: This is in the area that I represent and I think it is                           something positive so therefore I agree.

Councilman Jarboe: I concur with Councilwoman Robinson and with that I vote Aye.

Nays:              Councilman Melcher: Again this evening, I just didn’t believe we should have 

                        extended the district another 500 feet and I am also not in favor of the extended

                        liquor sales and being a little different to the people who already have licenses.

                        So I am going to continue to vote no.

Absent:           Bagbey

There being seven (7) ayes and one (1) nays, C-2006-5 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

There will not be a city Council Meeting Monday, February 20, 2006 because it is a Holiday and the building is closed.

Date and Time needs to be set for Youth Leadership Grant and Sports Grant Meetings.

NOT ON SPRING BREAK WEEK!

 President Watts: I believe March 13th at 4:00 in room 318 for the Youth Leadership Grants.  Does that work? Ok.

President Watts: What about Youth Sports Grant?  I think Spring Break starts the 27th?

Councilwoman Walden: Mr. President, have the grants already been, has the deadline already passed for them?

President Watts: Friday was the deadline.

Councilman Kiefer: What Friday?

President Watts: This past Friday.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business?

Councilman Kiefer: Yes I have something.  Saturday night I went to this show, called the Big Show.  This was put on by ARC to help that organization.  There were a couple of City Council members here that were in the show, and I thought they did a very good job representing the City Council.  That would be Councilman Jarboe and Councilman Watts.   They did a really nice job.  I wanted to congratulate you two for being fun and being able to get out there and embarrass yourselves.

Councilman Jarboe: I didn’t realize we embarrassed ourselves

President Watts: If I had my outfit I would get up and do it right now.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:__________________________________   CHAIRMAN MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: We have nothing new at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:__________________________   ___     CHAIRMAN JARBOE

 Councilman Jarboe: On February 27th we will hear C-2006-6 and C-2006-7 and C-2006-8 at 5:15, 5:20 and 5:25.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:__________________________CHAIRMAN    BAGBEY

  President Watts: Public Works has nothing scheduled at this time.
 ADJOURNMENT:

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

_______



PRESIDING OFFICER

CITY CLERK
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