CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

APRIL 3, 2006



`

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

APRIL 3, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 3, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts. 

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance will be led by Tyler Coppens.  Tyler lives at 2418 Lincoln Avenue.  He is here tonight representing Troop 318 from St. Ben’s.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the April 3, 2006 meeting of the Common Council. 

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Thomas is our Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the March 20, 2006 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held March 20, 2006, be approved as written. Voice vote. 
So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR MARCH 31ST PACKET:

* Agenda for April 3, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Committee Meeting Schedule.

* Minutes of the March 20, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Ordinance G-2006-8.

* Resolution C-2006-11

* Inter-department Vacation Studies and return receipts for Ordinance G-2006-6.

* Addendum #2 for Ordinance F-2006-3.

* Letter from Evansville Police Department regarding F-2006-3.

* A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

* Responses to the Smoking Ordinance.

* Youth Sports Grant Spreadsheet.

* Memo from IDEM.

* Letter from Edward Dyar regarding LST 325.

* Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda.

* Port Authority of Evansville Draft Agenda.

* Letter from Betty Hawkins regarding animals on chains ordinance.

* Financial Report dated January 2006.

* 2005 Annual Financial Report.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

* Responses to the Smoking Ordinance.

* East View Neighborhood Association Newsletter.

* Amended Youth Sports Grant Spreadsheet. 

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the 

Minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-8
             ASD


            
      MELCHER                     

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING TRASH AND DEBRIS, WEEDS AND RANK VEGETATION AND ABANDONED VEHICLES.

RESOLUTION C-2006-11
             FINANCE

            
           JARBOE                     

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA RATIFYING THE 2005 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE AND EVALUATION REPORT. 

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

The Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.   So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-4

PUBLIC WORKS
           
       
    
     BAGBEY                   

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC WAY WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS PART OF UNIMPROVED ROYAL AVENUE

ORDINANCE G-2006-6

PUBLIC WORKS (BAGBEY)

        WATTS                     

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS A PORTION OF W. MICHIGAN STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA.

ORDINANCE G-2006-7
            
 ASD


     

MELCHER                     

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FIRE MERIT SYSTEM 

ORDINANCE F-2006-2
           

  FINANCE
            
                JARBOE                     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFER, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEALS OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT.

ORDINANCE F-2006-3 (as amended)
  FINANCE

                              JARBOE                     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


PUBLIC WORKS CHAIRMAN BAGBEY:  Mr. President, Ordinance G-2006-4 and G-2006-6 are both being held in committee.  G-2006-4 will be heard on April 17 at 5:00 p.m.  Ordinance G-2006-6 will be held on May 8, 2006, at 5:00 p.m.
FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN JARBOE:  Mr. President, tonight your Finance committee heard Ordinance F-2006-2 and Ordinance F-2006-3.  Both come forward with a do- pass recommendation.
ASD CHAIRMAN MELCHER:  Yes Mr. President, Ordinance G-2006-7, an Ordinance amending the Fire Merit System, was passed by everybody at council.  We recommend that it be passed and with that I’ll make a motion to approve the above Ordinances with their amendments and send it on to Third Reading.   

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-7

             ASD              

                          MELCHER                     

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FIRE MERIT SYSTEM 

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2006-7 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, John, Jarboe, Kiefer, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2006-7 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

ORDINANCE F-2006-2
     
        FINANCE
            
                JARBOE                     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFER, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEALS OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2006-2 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Bagbey, Robinson, Koehler Walden, John, Jarboe, Kiefer, Watts

Abstention:     Melcher:  At this time, as I work for CAPE, an employee of CAPE, even though this federal funding doesn’t come to any department that I work for, I’ll be abstaining from the vote this evening.
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays and (1) abstention, Ordinance F-2006-2 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

ORDINANCE F-2006-3 (as amended)        FINANCE

    
                  JARBOE                     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance F-2006-3, as amended, and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, John, Jarboe, Kiefer, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2006-3, as amended, is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Watts:  Approval of the Youth Sports Grants.  Mr. Melcher.
Councilman Melcher:  Yes Mr. President, the Sports Grant Committee met a couple of weeks ago and you got a copy of it in your packet Friday, but Lynn and I had to clean it up today.  There was some mistakes in it.  So it is amended as of today’s date.  You should have had that on your desk this evening, as amended, April 3, 2006.  So with that I’ll make a motion that we approve it.  The amended version.
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Youth Sports Grants, as amended today, applications for 2006.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

Councilman Bagbey:  Mr. President?  Under Miscellaneous Business.  With all due respect Councilman Jarboe, there is a line in a movie that says “you can’t stand the truth” and I realize politics is politics, and this is the only venue I have to try to set part of the record straight.  I received a telephone call the same day, Mr. Kniese, that you made your State of the City.  It was 
very interesting, and then I read your comments and printed them off, and I’m going to continue to do some research.  But there is one point where it says “if you can’t stand the truth” in your comment about I-69 in Mayor Weinzapfel.  You are totally, totally, out of line.  Totally out of line.  May 31, 2005 there is a letter to Mitch Daniels to contact the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky dealing with the I-69 project signed by our Mayor and at that time the President of the Vanderburgh County Commissioner’s Suzanne Crouch.  June 16, 2005, per request of Governor Daniels and Thomas Sharpe, this letter was sent to Thomas Sharpe and attachments for a resolution of support signed by the Board of Commissioner’s of Gibson, Posey, Vanderburgh and Warrick Counties.  The Mayor’s of Princeton, Mt. Vernon, Evansville, Boonville and Evansville Urban Transportation have unanimously endorsed the filed resolution on the construction of I-69, signed Jonathan Weinzapfel and Suzanne Crouch.  There is a Resolution, here is the signatures, third signature page, fourth signature page.  Again, quite to the contrary what you said at the Rotary Club.  June 28, another letter to Thomas Sharpe talking about the widening of US Highway 41 between State Road 62 the widening of State Road 66 and I-164.  Again, a Resolution signed by Suzanne Crouch, Cheryl Musgrave and Bill Nix and Jonathan Weinzapfel.  Even though it is not directly to I-69, Jeff, it shows that the Mayor and other elected leaders were doing their due diligence which you publicly criticized, and that’s your right as an elected official.  But I think it’s my right, even though I’m not a rubber stamp, I stand on my two feet, I think it’s my right to call you down on this issue.  January 23, 2006, you can smirk all you want to, is another letter talking about…to Governor Daniels from our Mayor talking about the meeting on January 19 when they were meeting on the Major Moves, talks about the high priority of the project, talks about Tom Sharpe.  Copies are cc’d to Dennis Avery, Vaneta Becker, Suzanne Crouch, Phil Hoy, Larry Lutz and Trent VanHaaften, the delegation for Southwestern Indiana.  I had personal conversations with the Mayor on I-69.  I have traveled to Oakland City University on several occasions to attend meetings about I-69.  I did not have any idea about Major Moves until that came about.  Hey, I didn’t see you there.  But the Mayor was there along with all other Mayor’s and other Council people from other jurisdictions.  Now I realize we can’t all be at one place at one time, but sir you are wrong on this issue.  Thank you.
Councilman Kniese:  Mr. President, I would, I would at least like to respond to that please, have the opportunity.  Steve, everyone is entitled to their own opinion.  I respect that.  But you are absolutely wrong.  I’m going to call you on this.  The backdrop behind the Governor listed all of the Mayors in the State of Indiana who have signed on in support.  Our Mayor was not one of those.  He had ample opportunity to do that.  Yes, I criticized the Mayor for not doing that and I was one of those people on the bus, the six buses that went to Indianapolis to support this which I didn’t see you on the bus either, by the way.  So, you’re right, you can’t be at all these events all the time.  I take great pride in working for I-69, not just recently, but for the last eighteen years.  I know a lot of us in this room here are for I-69.  This was the greatest opportunity for us to see this move forward as quickly as possible and when I was asked to address the Rotary to provide the Republican response to the Mayor’s State of the City, I welcomed that.  I accepted that challenge and I did it on behalf of all Republicans, not just Jeff Kniese.  I was critical of the Mayor just like I was critical of the other representatives in this area who did not sign up for this opportunity to push I-69 forward.  That’s my opinion, that’s my right to state that, it’s your right to dispute it, it’s your right to have a difference of opinion.  I respect that.  However, I am not backing down one iota on my criticism for the Mayor not signing up with the other forty or fifty mayors throughout our state, both democrat and republican who signed on in support of Major Moves to make I-69 a reality.  Thank you.
Councilman Bagbey:  May I rebut?

President Watts:  Yes sir.

Councilman Bagbey:  Everybody is entitled to their opinion, whether you are standing behind a podium talking about a nebulous funding project that could be a great windfall for this state or you look at the total picture from the time, not only when he left legislature, but the time as the Mayor and this is what I’m talking about.  And this is your copies.  I’m going to give them to you.  I respect your right to dissent but I also think that I as a Councilman of the City of Evansville have the right to call you what I feel are incorrect information disseminated and you can do what you need to do as a minority leader and I respect that.  Thank you.
Councilman Kniese:  Thank you.

President Watts:  Anything else under Miscellaneous Business?  Committee Reports
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD CHAIRMAN








   MELCHER

We have Ordinance G-2006-8 dated for April 10, 2006 at 5:20 p.m.  It’s an ordinance concerning trash and debris.  They tell me that this ordinance will clean up the ordinances that we have.  

FINANCE CHAIRMAN







       JARBOE

On April 10, 2006, at 5:10 p.m. we will hear Resolution C-2006-11, Rarifying the 2005 Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






       BAGBEY

As stated earlier, G-2006-4 on April 17, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. and G-2006-6 on May 8, 2006 at 5:00p.m.    
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

___________________

PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________

CITY CLERK
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