
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 12, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 12, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President B.J. Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts. 

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Keith Jarboe.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 12, 2006 meeting of the Common Council.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Elfreich is Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2006 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held May 22, 2006, be approved as written. Voice vote. 

So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 2ND PACKET:

*City Council Minutes from the May 22, 2006 Meeting.

*Minutes from the City/County Joint hearing on smoking ordinances

  Held May 23, 2006.

*Committee meeting schedule.

*Ordinances G-2006-11, G-2006-12, and F-2006-4.

*Copies of letters to Marlin Beck of the Animal Control Board regarding

  A proposed animal control ordinance.

*A notice of the Mayor’s Traveling City Hall Meeting.

*A News Release regarding the City and County establishing an Advisory

  Board on Disability Services.

*Draft Agenda for the Evansville Redevelopment Commission June 6, 2006 meeting.

*Agenda for the Port Authority Board June 5, 2006 meeting.

*An invitation to the Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting for Jacobsville Apartments.

*News Release from the Evansville Convention and Visitor’s Bureau regarding

*The recipient of the William L. Brooks Award.

IN YOUR JUNE 9TH PACKET:

*Agenda for June 12, 2006 City Council Meeting.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2006-12, R-2006-13, and R-2006-14.

*Area Plan Commission Minutes from May 11, 2006 Meeting.

*Area Plan Commission Staff Reports.

*Agenda for the Board of Zoning Appeals June 15, 2006 Meeting.

*Memo from Z Tuley, Vanderburgh County Treasurer concerning the Comparison Of

  Levied Tax Statement (COLTS).

*Letter from First Development, Inc. asking to withdraw Ordinance R-2006-10.

*EMC quarterly operations report.

*Memo from Z Tuley concerning the Department of Local Government Finance.

*School Reform News.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-11

ASD  
     
 

 

MELCHER            

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADVISORY BOARD ON DISABILITY SERVICES

ORDINANCE G-2006-12 

PUBLIC WORKS  
      

       
   BAGBEY                   

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING SECURING OF MOBILE HOMES, LICENSING OF INSTALLERS, HOME INSPECTOR LICENSING, BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF CONSTRUCTION AND ROOFING, AND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

ORDINANCE F-2006-4

FINANCE  
   

 
     
   JARBOE            

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS, REPEAL AND REAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT 

ORDINANCE R-2006-12

TO APC      
        


  R-2 TO M-1/ U&D

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1615 N. FULTON AVENUE, EVANSVILLE, IN. 

PETITIONER:
MEI ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC

OWNER:
THE SALVATION ARMY

REP:


KRISTA B. LOCKYEAR

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS WARD 6

ORDINANCE R-2006-13

TO APC        
   

             
   C-2 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1615 N. FULTON AVENUE, EVANSVILLE, IN. 

PETITIONER:
INTERPROP FUND VIII, LP

OWNER:
PAUL NEVILLE, SR. 

REP:


MATTHEW W. LUTZ

DISTRICT:

ANGELA KOEHLER WALDEN, WARD 5

ORDINANCE R-2006-14

TO APC        
   

              
  C-4 TO R-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2200 S. TEKOPPEL AVENUE

PETITIONER:
RIVER BEND ASSOCIATION 

OWNER:
JAMIE McREYNOLDS 

REP:


MATTHEW W. LUTZ

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt

The Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.   So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-9

FROM APC      
        

C-4 TO R-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 3117 BROADWAY AVE.

PETITIONER:
ROGGE L WYTOVAK               


OWNER:

ROGGE L. WYTOVAK

REP:




DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

This petition was recommended by the Area Plan Commission, having 7 affirmative votes and 1 abstention.

ORDINANCE R-2006-10

FROM APC    
      

C-1 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2801 COVERT AVE. AND 2805 COVERT AVE. 

PETITIONER:
LUKE SHARARA, FIRST DEVELOPMENT               


OWNER:

TIMOTHY J. PRESSLEY/J. THOMAS PRICE

REP:




DISTRICT:

STEVE BAGBEY, WARD 2

This petition was recommended for denial by the Area Plan Commission, having 7 negative votes and 1 abstention.

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to withdraw Ordinance R-2006-10 at the petitioner’s request.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report and move this ordinance to Third Reading. Voice vote.  So ordered.  Council now stands at Third Reading of Zoning Ordinances which is final Action.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2006-9

FROM APC      
        

C-4 TO R-2 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 3117 BROADWAY AVE.

PETITIONER:
ROGGE L WYTOVAK               


Rogge Wytovak:  3022 Hartmetz.  The property at 3117 Broadway is zoned commercial but is a residence.  It’s going to be going up for sale and I’ve been told that banks do not want to loan money on a residence that is zoned commercial.  In case of a fire, the city will not let them rebuild a residence.  So, I’m just trying to get that changed over so that the banks don’t have a problem with it.

President Watts:  Any questions by anyone on council?  This is in my ward and I’ve had no problems with it at all.  No complaints.  I’m sorry, any comments from those in the audience either for or against this ordinance?  

Councilman Bagbey moved and Council Melcher seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

R-2006-9 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays Ordinance R-2006-9 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Watts:  Mr. Cook, welcome.  Please state your name and address.

Karl Cook: Karl Cook, 1204 S. Alvord Blvd., Evansville.  Steve Bagbey has been very responsive to my e-mail questions and thoughts on the sewer violation issue.  Thanks Steve.  I have heard that the city is going to come out with a plan some time in July to help the home- owners with the expenses involved in making repairs to the drainage system that’s required by the city.  I look forward to seeing the details of that plan.  I would like to read a petition that several people have signed, then I am done.  I hope there will be a little time for questions and answers.  On May 1st, I received the Sewer Ordinance Violation Notice that said that no person shall cause water to be drained into the sanitary sewer system.  It also said that my sump pump might be in violation and the downspout definitely was in violation.  My downspout drained water into the sanitary sewer system.  It went into the ground which was not legal.  If it had drained water onto the lawn or into the street, that would be fine.  I went to the library and I found that the Ordinance 5.50.15 had been passed in 1982.  Every homeowner that I have talked to felt that all the houses built prior to 1982 should be grandfathered in, exempt from that ordinance.  The city needs to pay for the changes to bring us in compliance with that ordinance.  None of the homes were in violation of the ordinance because the homes did not exist then.  In 1982 the Ordinance was passed but it was 24 years or so before any violation notice was issued.  It doesn’t seem right.  I’d like to read the petition that was signed by a number of people.  We the undersigned believe that homes built prior to the passage of Sewer Ordinance 5.50.15 in 1982 should either be exempt from this ordinance or that the city should pay for any changes needed to bring the home drains in line with the ordinance.  Councilman Bagbey, would you be willing to present it to the Mayor?

Councilman Bagbey:  Sure.

Karl Cook:  That’s all I have to say.  I hope there is time for some discussion for the people that are here that are interested in this issue.

President Watts:  Any questions by anyone on council?

Councilman Bagbey:  Jeff, do you want to start first?

Councilman Kniese:  Sure, be glad to.  I think everyone on this council is concerned about the southeast side drainage project.  Councilman Bagbey and myself have just worked on it just a little bit more than maybe the others just because it falls into our area.  We meet every month to review the progress. Two meetings ago we talked about the proposal to help finance some of the needed repairs and I would imagine that within the next thirty days or so we should have a plan to present to the people that are directly affected.  I think at first letters went out and it caused a lot of concern but we are trying to address that each and every week.  I think that we are on schedule when it comes to the work itself, but it’s really going to the next step to help the home owners who have incurred some cost and those who possibly will incur some costs.  We are looking at a plan to assist those who have already spent money to make the improvements as well as those who would be affected that haven’t spent the money yet.  I feel pretty confident, and I’m sure that Councilman Bagbey will support me on this, that we will have a plan coming out pretty soon that I think is fair, and I think it will continue to move this project forward because it’s a much needed project.  Steve and I have worked for the last couple of years, at least, putting this thing together.  I will say this, it is moving forward.  Sometime you don’t see anything happening out there and you think, “is this a dead issue?”  That’s not the case.  Believe you me, there is a lot of work that’s being done on this project.  I’m not an engineer but I’ve had a crash course on engineering on drainage and it’s amazing the things that these people had done so far.  I think when ground starts to be dug up and pipe begins to be laid etc., people will have a little more comfort that this project will happen.  I can promise you this, Steve and I have worked on this and will make sure that it does happen.  It might not seem like things are moving as fast as you would like, but they really are.  Going back to the financing part, Steve you might want to add to that.  I say thirty days.  I would even say within the next sixty days.  Sometime you can run into a snag, but I feel very confident that in the next sixty days we will have something to present.  We  were looking at maybe July might not be right, maybe August, where we could meet with some of the homeowners in the affected area.  Maybe have one or two meetings and explain to them what is available to help finance these unneeded costs.

Councilman Bagbey:  For the rest of council and for the audience there are one hundred and sixty one homes that were targeted through the testing by Clark Deitz.  This is part of the EPA not mandatory, non funded program separating storm sewers etc., where the Federal Government has told local and state governments we must separate ground water from sewer water.  So when we go into the project on the southeast side, in Jeff’s Ward and in the Second Ward, when the Federal Government says we must make total separations.  When you do the total separations then everybody on the southeast side will be impacted by this eventually.  My home has a sump pump.  Eventually as the city proceeds to where…in my neighborhood we will have to separate in layman language the water from your washer and then you will have your sump pump for ground water and you have to have a separate system.  So, what happened in the five-point area as well as in Jeff’s Ward they did the testing and he found these hundred and sixty-one homes.  The utility then sent out letters and…..I was caught off guard in the fact that I never dreamed that we would have one hundred and sixty one homes.  I didn’t think it would be that bad.  The mayor did listen to both Councilman Kniese and I and I attacked it with what I called the fairness and justice issue.  Jeff and I attended a meeting last Tuesday with representatives of Clark Dietz, the city engineer’s office and the Water and Sewer Utility Board and I could tell you in a conceptional plan and in talking with the mayor this evening before council, he wanted to reassure all the folks here, and you Karl especially, because you have taken the lead in this and Karl has been very agreeable and very interesting to work with on this issue.  We are going to have a plan in place that the city will pay for the separation or installing of a second sump pump.  That’s what we are looking at right now and we’ll be under a contract. And there are certain liability issues as you well know because the governments going to go into private homes and we’re going to have to get permission, and so that’s why we may not have all this worked out until August because of liability issues. If a homeowner, the conceptional plan is, if a homeowner has already incurred these expenses, what Jeff and I discussed with the Water & Sewer Utility, they will be reimbursed for those expenses upon providing credible receipts and we are allowed to inspect the property. The downspouts which is also in the 120 day letter the City is taking the stance will still be up to the homeowner and that’s a relativity easy fix for about 98% of folks who may be affected. We think we can get this done by August if the attorneys can sign off, I don’t know, Jeff,  if we will have the contractor by August, but in the interim, if I can remember correctly, if the Utility was going to send another letter to these 161 homes, Karl, to assure them that they would not be in violation of the 120 day provision dealing with the sump pumps but the dealing with the gutters that would probably still stand as of right now.  It is the mayor’s feeling that a lot of administrations, Republican and Democrats have turned their eyes and he wants to make it right and he wants to do the right thing by all of us and that is why he has taken these steps to have the City and have all taxpayers accept this responsibility, so that is about as best we can do. We going to let bids, what Jeff, in July?   In July for this and I will concur with Jeff who has really been a great statesman to work with on this issue. I’ve got to give him credit. The thing that amazes me is what we’ve learned about water and some of the little catch-all things that the Core of Engineers does and one of them, I’ll just tell you a real quick story. We’ve got a ditch on the southeast side that nobody has cared about, a ditch that I played in as a kid.  We come along now and we’re going to dredge it out and do a project and all of a sudden the core of engineers says, “Oh no, you have to have remediation.  You’ve got to be able to do this and this and this. So we’ve got to find land to set aside because we have got to remove scrub-brush and all kinds of other junk and debris. I was just beside myself I couldn't believe it, but we did find a place out by the Water Sewage Utility, right? So that’s where our remediation and now the core has blessed us and now we can go forward. Hopefully by everybody working together, and the City doing what they can do, we’ll get this project and hopefully stop the flooding.  Jeff, do have anything?

Councilman Melcher:  Let me just ask, Steve, cause like I told you earlier, in my Optimist meeting my treasurer jumped me about the same thing.  But he’s got a little different problem, but he is probably one of those 161.  Just to take the downspouts and just getting them going on the yard now.  They’re talking to him that he’s got to dig up his yard and he’s got to disconnect whatever he’s got in his back yard that was there 35 years ago.

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, I’ll tell you what.  Why don’t you have him email and I’ll get the project engineer to go out there.  Because when we’ve had some really difficult cases and some real unusual things, Clark Dietz  has been very good about going out and looking at the grounds.  If you live on the southeast side, if you reside anywhere from the 4th Ward, 6th Ward, part of 5th, part of 3rd until you get to Lincoln and Green River, eventually the city will be sending all these notices out as we development into those different projects.  I’m talking another 30 years probably, folks.

Councilman Kiefer:  Councilman Bagbey, you mentioned something about sharing the tax burden with not just with the south side, but sharing the tax burden.  Would that be a tax or would that be under the tariff, I mean I was just curious because I think we could share the burden a little bit further if we went through a tariff.  

Councilman Bagbey:  That’s a thing that the Water and Sewer Utilities is going to have to determine and then they are going to have to come to us.  So I really don’t know.  Is that fair, Jeff?

Councilman Kniese:  Yes, I think there is a couple of different options, Joe.  They’re looking at right now, what I have asked them to do is also if there is a situation where people do need some assistance and they are required to make some type of payment, that can be done over time and just add five bucks or whatever on to their water and sewer utility bill so they can pay that as they go instead of having to make two separate payments.  All these are being worked out as we speak, and we hope to have something back within the next 60 days.  But we’ve thrown out several suggestions to them and they are looking into to what they can and can’t do.  

Monte Jones:  My name is Monte Jones of 1214 South Fairlawn Avenue.  I’m one of the residents that is affected by this.  I am pleased to hear the council has suggested that the city bear the responsibility of at least the sump pump part of this because Mr. Bagbey made a statement, I think Mr. Bagbey made a statement, that this includes washing machines.  We were told at our neighborhood meeting this last month that it does not include washing machines, so we have a little bit of a problem here with some understanding of what is and what isn’t affected. The federal ordinance, I understand says it’s clean water versus dirty water or something to that effect. I have a problem with understanding how you can consider air conditioning seepage the humidity part of it coming out into your sump pump as being clean water. I would like to see any of us drink it, because that just certainly is not clean water but that is a violation apparently of this ordinance. And I think that needs a little bit of, you know, looking into when you consider the small amount of running water that’s going in there. You might be talking about a gallon a day and that’s maximum that would be going into the actual sump pump and of course the washing machine is dirty water. What makes that different than the water that’s coming out of your bathtub? I don’t understand the difference.  It doesn’t make any sense to me. Common sense does not seem to be relevant here. So that’s all I have but I do appreciate what the council has done in there suggestion in helping us homeowners with that cost. Thank you.

Councilman Watts:  Would anyone else in the audience like to speak? Any questions by members of the Council? Please state you name and address for the record.

William Frank:  My name is William Frank. I live at 1310 Nelson Court. I am also one of the homeowners that received a letter. With my letter it gave a description of what was clean water and what was dirty water. Of course I am already aware of that being in an engineering background. The washing machine shower and basin and if you were fortunate enough to have a closed sump pump, systems that might have effluence in it, that would be, needless to be said, all dirty water. That’s what they call gray waters and that would have to go in the sanitary system. Foundation drain in my case my foundation drain drains into the same sump pump as my gray water does. They’re telling me I have to put in an additional sump pump to alleviate that water and pump it out onto the lawn, which I don’t want to do. I’ve got four grandchildren and a fifth one coming and they play where that water would be dumped and the only time that it really matters is during real strong rainy weather and when my circle, my cul-de-sac Nelson Court floods then I get a little seepage in my basement, very little. I just lay towels along the edge of the foundation and my sump pump runs from the foundation drainage. The water now is being pumped into the same sewer that it’s running out of because the only time it comes into my basement is when my street is flooded because the sewer does not handle the water that is sitting out there. Monroe and Nelson Court intersect water running from the east and from the west running toward the intersection of Nelson Court and Monroe then runs down Nelson Court into the cul-de-sac and fills it up. We get one of those one inch, two inch rains and you’re going to see three foot of water out there in the middle of the street. The three neighbors to the south of me all have running board deep or deeper water that they have to drive through, to come through. Addressing this problem, I have estimates.  This will give you an idea of what the cost is involved. Basement sump pump and basin would be $1168.00. These prices are from Bud’s Plumbing. The washer, the sump and the basin or the lavatory to re-plumb that into the new sump would be $232.00. Downspout by the garage to the street which I want it to buried in my lawn like it now is buried but going into the sanitary system, I’m assuming which is the one they showed a picture of and it did show smoke coming out of the top of it which I hadn’t noticed until someone at another meeting pointed it out to me. There’s a little cloud rising over my house that one now runs into the sanitary sewer, which is underneath my driveway that now goes across my lawn, and out into the street, it’s been buried in the lawn. That cost was $1099.00. and as you say , you can dump that out into your yard.  Well in my case my yard would have been my driveway, my driveway freezes in the winter time and when you get all your run-off from your roof from snows and stuff running onto your driveway and then freezing then what other kind of hazard do you have? Liability problem with your postal people with visitors to your home, with whomever else comes up there that might slip on ice that is now freezing in your driveway from water running off your roof. Needless to say I have already rectified that when I ran it to the street. The one on the back side of the house which has to run all the way around the house and out to the street or be dumped into the middle of the play area is $1974.00.  To plumb the existing sump pump which has now got my foundation drain and the water that comes out of my air conditioning system to run that to the new drainage that is going to run around the house and to the street is $744.00. This is the cheapest of the ones that I have estimates on. The total is $5,217.00. From another plumbing source, if I can find the name here, Schneider, no that’s not it. I don’t have the name written down. I’m going to have to hunt it up. They were $6,200.00, $6,270.00. So that will give you an idea of what is going on. Now if the City is planning on reimbursing us for the expenditure of putting in the sump pumps and leaving the expense of dealing with where we are going to pump the water and how we’re going to incur the costs of getting that water from the downspouts or from the sump pump to the street. I want to know how they will reimburse the person that does it themselves. You know, I’ve got estimates here and I looked at the estimates and I’m thinking having been recently laid-off in January I’m starting now to decide how am I going to best utilize the money that I have set aside for my future retirement and to stick $5,000.00 which would be more than probably what I would like to have taken and added to my Social Security this year and spend it on something like this here,  you know it tends to be a little bit of a heavy burden. And a lot of these people that live in my neighborhood have got situations that I’m sure are more financially stressed than mine. So I’m still an able-bodied person and the like I said with an engineering background. So I’ve already installed my sump pump. I haven’t got it hooked up. I haven’t got it pumping into the sanitary sewer and I haven’t got my old sump pump pumping outside the house, cause I don’t have those lines in yet but my labor is worth something as well as the plumbers labor is worth something and when you just have receipts for materials. How is that going to addressed? 

Councilman Bagbey:  I can’t answer it.

William Frank:  I didn’t think you could. But I had to address it.

Councilman Bagbey:  And I appreciate it.

Kenneth Wilson:  I’m Kenneth Wilson, 1058 South Spring Street. Now he had, I haven’t got  no thing back but I had somebody to check me out for what I have to do I got a sump pump then I got the drainage coming in the yard. In other words, I got all my gutters and downspouts away from the house already. And like I say, the only trouble you have out there is when it rains. You don’t have a bit of trouble if it don’t rain. And they’re coming up with this price that you’ve got to do this now. I don’t know whether it’s right or wrong but I got an estimate on mine and I think that plumber, it run between three and four hundred dollars. I guess maybe everybody else’s place may be different but the set-up I’ve got, I’ve got a sump pump and I got a drainage thing taking the water out of the backyard when it rains. But now you’re taking all that water, you’re running it out into the street it’s going down in the gutter and going to the same sewer that it’s coming out of. So I don’t know I think they ought to check, I didn’t bring up that thing for that, cause he didn’t send me the thing. But he said roughly it would be between three and four hundred dollars. I mean that’s just an idea that you all can look at cause somebody has got to get something straightened up, I believe. Cause when you’re on a fixed income and you’ve been retired about thirty years it’s kind of rough to come up with something like this. And you take, I imagine within my radius there are five of us and I imagine all of us are over eighty.  So I don’t know what you’re gonna’ do but I’d appreciate all the help that we can get.

Councilman Bagbey:  You’ve been retired for thirty years?

Kenneth Wilson:  No, been retired. Oh, I take that back.,86`.

Councilman Bagbey:  86’? 
Kenneth Wilson:  Twenty years. I’m sorry. I stretched that a little bit. But I got all the water out and like I said when it rains that water comes out and runs into your yard and goes right into the same sewer. Now where is that gaining to separate it?

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, to answer that question. The gain would be when the new system is built.

Kenneth Wilson:  Oh, well alright then.

Councilman Bagbey:  Okay

Kenneth Wilson:  That explains it.

Councilman Bagbey:  And that’s a 16.7 million dollar project.

Kenneth Wilson:  Umm umm.

Councilman Bagbey:  Okay? The second thing would be that this Council and this Mayor and that Utility Board will work on what I call being fair and addressing the issue and one of the things would be, again that’s why it may not be until August because there are some legal things we have to work out but we’re going to try to contract out with the plumbing service and then get a better price because of the quantity of the work, you know. And there’s no doubt that your price, yes your labor is worth something but I can’t answer that at this point. You know that’s one of the variables we’ll have to be thrown in. I can assure you of one thing, we’re going to treat you right. We’re going to treat you fairly. And that’s the only thing I can tell you.

Kenneth Wilson:  But the main thing I can say, I hate to keep harping on it but the only time you have any problems is when you get a heavy rain. You know the eastside, you know the situation on the eastside.  

Councilman Bagbey:  Sure do.

Kenneth Wilson:  Some spots, I mean it’s really rough and if you take all that water, you’re pouring it out here on the ground it’s going down into the same sewer it’s coming out of.

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, that’s part of the project, there’s going to be a different collection, a different sewer to take that water and it will be divided.

Kenneth Wilson:  That would quit the flooding out there.

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, that’s what we hope.

Kenneth Wilson:  Well, I think just like you’re talking about something like this. They built an expressway through this city and the first time it rained it flooded and they’ve been working on it ever since. 

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, let me tell you about that. Alright?

Kenneth Wilson:  Yeah.

Councilman Bagbey:  The state of Indiana did not listen to the engineering staff from the City of Evansville and somebody in Indianapolis said, “Well, no that can’t be right.” It was under a Democrat administration. Okay? I’m not going to pull any punches here.

Kenneth Wilson:  That’s good enough.

Councilman Bagbey:  But they didn’t believe us down here because it was a state project and so it flooded.

Kenneth Wilson:  Oh, the city didn’t have nothing to do with it?

Councilman Bagbey:  No sir.  They ask our people to go out to verify their readings there at Vann Avenue as it comes east and west there, and Herb Butler was the City Engineer at that time and Indianapolis said “No, that can’t be right and we’re going with ours” and that’s what happened.

Kenneth Wilson:  Okay, good enough.  I appreciate it.  I was a little kid.  I played on homemade rafts there at Boeke Road and Division Street.  

Monte Jones:  I’m Monte Jones of 1214 South Fairlawn.  I just have one other comment that I would like to make.  My house was built in 1946.  It has a 9-inch poured concrete basement.  I hired people to come in and put in a second half bath.  They worked for two days with jackhammers, holding them sideways trying to get through that 9-inch poured basement.  We’re talking about having to do this again having to put in these new sump pump things.  I just wanted you to know that it’s not going to be an easy fix.  I don’t know if any of you have ever tried to pick up a jackhammer and hold it sideways and try to do something.  I have, and it’s very difficult. So thank you.

Councilman Watts:  Thanks. Anyone else?

Maxine Laneer:  My name is Maxine Laneer and I live at 1315 Alvord Lane. I’ve been there twenty (20) years. I have never gotten water in my basement and the question I have is: “If all these repairs are done and I start getting water in my basement, who is responsible? I’ve been there twenty (20) years, never had water but I have a sump pump and I have an estimate of thirty five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) to put another sump pump in and do whatever it is the company said had to be done. I would like someone to think about that, you know. We know how things are built sometimes, how they are done. They’re done wrong and if all of a sudden I start getting water in my house I’d like to know who’s going to be responsible. Thank you.

Councilman Watts:  Anyone else tonight? Any questions members of Council? We have rescheduled for next Monday, June 19th. Oh!

Patsy Sue Franklin:  2154 Monroe. I have lived there for forty (40) years and when it rains I am an island. My house gets, I am an island, water all around me. I have to get the car out of the drive .I stay up at night just to make sure I can get it out of the driveway and it’s been up to the flooring and I’ve addressed this downtown and of course a woman coming into a big office they’re not going to listen to you.  I have the downspouts and I’m worried about if I change my downspouts. I’m sitting in water. My flowerpots and things have floated away, so that will float all the guttering away. I don’t want to do it until I know that they can fix it. 

Councilman Watts:  Thank you. Anyone else? We have rescheduled for next Monday, June 19th. Luzada Hayes is going to come from Aurora, formerly ECHO. Anything else? Councilman Kiefer and I were at the State Meet last Friday and Evansville was represented well.Councilman Kiefer’s son was there on a record setting team from Memorial. They qualified for State. And we figured up there 760 teams that started in the sectionals so if we got to state, anyone who was there was in the top 27 in the state. That’s pretty strong. So congratulations to all those folks.

Anything else?  

COMMITTEE REPORTS;

ASD CHAIRMAN








   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher:  Mr. President, your ASD Committee will hear Ordinance G-2006-11 on June 19, 2006 at 5:20 p.m.

FINANCE CHAIRMAN







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President, your Finance Committee will hear Ordinance F-2006-4 on June 19, 2006 at 4:50 p.m. and budget hearings will be the week of August 14 through 18.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






       BAGBEY

Councilman Bagbey:  Mr. President, the Public Works Committee will hear Ordinance G-2006-10 on June 19, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. and Ordinance G-2006-12 on June 19th at 5:15 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

______________________

PRESIDENT B.J. WATTS

________________________________

CITY CLERK ALBERTA MATLOCK
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