
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 7, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 7, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President B.J. Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Bagbey, Melcher, Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts. 

Absent:
Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) members present and two (2) members absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Boy Scout Troop 358.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

Jeff Shoulders is City Council Attorney this evening.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the August 7, 2006 meeting of the Common Council.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Thomas is Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the July 24, 2006 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held July 24, 2006, be approved as written. Voice vote. 

So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR AUGUST 4TH   PACKET:

* Agenda for August 7, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Committee Meeting Schedule.

* Minutes of the July 24, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Inter-department vacation study reports and return receipt cards for 

   Petition to vacate property (Ordinance G-2006-15)

* Resolution Docket C-2006-14

* Resolutions C-2006-15 and C-2006-16.

* Ordinances G-2006-16 and G-2006-17.

* A News Release from Mayor Weinzapfel announcing Disc Golf at Mesker Park.

* A thank-you postcard from Youth Leadership Grant recipient Danielle O’Grady.

* A schedule of meetings for August, 2006, to be held in the City/County Admin. Bldg.

* Two Notices of Claim against the City of Evansville.

* Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for August 1, 2006 meeting and

   Minutes from the Meeting held July 19, 2006.

* A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

* A News Release regarding Hartke Pool.

* A News Release regarding celebration of diversity award nominations.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

* A memo from Nancy Schmitt regarding United Way.

* A memo from Brad Mills regarding the Burkhardt/Lloyd Interchange Plan.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

President Watts: Is there a motion to suspend the rules and hear Resolution C-2006-16 on all three readings this evening?

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to suspend the rules and hear Resolution C-2006-16 on all three readings this evening.  (VOTE MUST BE UNANIMOUS)

ROLL CALL

Ayes: Bagbey, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being seven (7) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, and seven (7) being unanimous, Resolution C-2006-16 will be heard on all three readings this evening.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-16

ASD


                 
              MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE BANNING OUTDOOR WOOD-FIRED BOILERS

ORDINANCE G-2006-17

ASD


                 
              MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADVISORY BOARD ON DISABILITY SERVICES

RESOLUTION C-2006-15

FINANCE

                 
                   JARBOE

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT (AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE) 

RESOLUTION C-2006-16

FINANCE

                 
                   JARBOE

AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1212 BAKER AVENUE (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.) 

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 

ORDINANCE G-2006-14

ASD





   MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE MESKER PARK ZOO AND BOTANIC GARDEN ADVISORY BOARD

ORDINANCE G-2006-15

PUBLIC WORKS


      
      BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IN EVANSVILLE, INDIANA ON THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS 5010 AND 5021 N. FARES AVENUE, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

ORDINANCE F-2006-6

FINANCE



      
      JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:  Chairman Melcher:  Yes, Mr. President, your ASD Committee met earlier this evening and heard Ordinance G-2006-14 and it comes with a do-pass recommendation by all members present.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman Jarboe:  Yes, Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee heard Ordinance F-2006-6.  It comes forward with a do-pass recommendation, 6 votes affirmative and 1 abstention.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:  Chairman Bagbey:  Mr. President, G-2006-15 is held in committee until August 28th at 5:00 p.m.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So Ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-16

FINANCE

                 
       JARBOE

AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1212 BAKER AVENUE (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.) 

President Watts:  Councilman Jarboe,do you want to speak to this or should we have Brad?

Councilman Jarboe:  I will speak to it, but Rob Schaefer should probably come forward.

Rob Schaefer:  Rob Schaefer, DMD.  This is an amendment to a preliminary tax phase-in that was granted earlier this year.  The owner of the Pioneer Development Services did not get the rental housing tax credits that he thought he would get earlier this year, so he is re-applying for what he is calling a clean-up ground.  He met with State officials to figure out how he could score better on his application.  One of those things was increased local participation.  So we talked to him about that and we asked him what it was that we could do. He told us that if we granted, instead of the three year, a ten-year tax phase in, that that would increase his chances of receiving the housing tax credits.  So that’s what we have here tonight.

Councilman Jarboe:  Mr. President, this company did qualify for the ten-year original one.  They are not asking for anything that they did not originally qualify.

Councilman Melcher:  Also if you remember we passed the first one when he only got three and I said he should ten, it’s because of that.  I’ve done Section 42 before and you have to get the points.  That’s why I was shocked that evening, and when he came back for the second one which is this one, I said it again. They need the ten years to get the points and this time he must have been in a more competitive round and he didn’t get it.  I don’t know the new name.  The old name was (I) for Indiana Finance Authority.  They only have one round or maybe two a year so you’ve got to do it then.  And also, I would say this is a great development if you looked at the one that’s been built and it also, if you remember in the past, we have given HOME dollars also to these projects.  This one we haven’t given any. So this tax abatement is very well needed and deserved.  That’s why I think in all future, all low income houses, especially Section 42, needs the ten-year tax abatement.

Councilman Bagbey:  Basically, I want to echo what Councilman Melcher said, but I think that this developer should not be penalized because he thought that he could get this within three years.  I think that it’s only the right thing and it’s an excellent development and I think we should go forward with this.

Councilman Jarboe:  The one thing I would also like to add, I concur with both Councilman Bagbey and Councilman Melcher.  I think we should do everything we can to help expedite this Phase II and this is what is needed because this is a great project and it’s done a lot for economic development in that area.  It’s a bonus for that area so I would encourage that.

Councilman Kiefer:  For anybody who hasn’t been out there, that is a very high-quality development and a really good addition to the community and anytime we add new residents into the City of Evansville, I think that is beneficial, so I support that.

President Watts:  Any other questions or comments by members of council?  Anyone in the audience who like to speak either for or against this petition?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to move this Resolution to Third Reading  Voice vote.  So Ordered.

President Watts:  I apologize.  Our attorney says we should probably go ahead and do a roll-call vote because it has to be unanimous to move it to Third Reading.  This is for Resolution 

C-2006-16.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:  Bagbey, Melcher, Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent:  Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) ayes, Resolution C-2006-16 is hereby moved to Third Reading.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-14

ASD





  MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE MESKER PARK ZOO AND BOTANIC GARDEN ADVISORY BOARD

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance G-2006-14 and call the roll?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2006-14  and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes: Bagbey, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent: Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2006-14 is hereby declared  ADOPTED.

ORDINANCE F-2006-6

FINANCE



      
    JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-6 and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-6 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes: Bagbey, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Abstain: Melcher

Absent: Kniese, Robinson

There being six (6) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, and one (1) abstention, Ordinance F-2006-6 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION C-2006-16

FINANCE

                 
       
       JARBOE

AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1212 BAKER AVENUE (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.) 

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-16 and call the roll?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2006-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes: Bagbey, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Absent: Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2006-16 is hereby declared  ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2006-14 (DOCKET)
FINANCE

                  
   JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN SUPPORT OF A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE, INC.

President Watts:  Mr. LaMar, welcome.

Gregg LaMar:  Thank you.  I’m Gregg LaMar, Executive Director of the Department of Metropolitan Development.  Tonight I come to you with a Resolution in support of the project agreement of the American General Finance, Inc.  We forwarded to the council, the resolution, the project agreement which is attached thereto, and also a memorandum on the timeframes that would involve the council’s attention and action.  The project itself, as you know, is a 150 new employees, a 35 million dollar total project at which 20 million is for a facility, a 135 sq. ft. facility, and then an additional 15 million dollars in investments. The resolution itself, you’ll see in Section 1, basically is that the City Council does support the project agreement.  Section 2 basically says that any action that council does take goes through the normal process and council reserves the right to review each and every action thereto so that it doesn’t bind you.  So the three things coming before you, you can still independently think because this is what the council attorney asked us to put in there.  The third section, under the project agreement, the State of Indiana is also participating, and what they are using is what’s EDGE Fund and that is the increment of basically individual income taxes above and beyond what is currently being collected by the State, so as this comes on line and hire the 150 individuals, what will happen is the State of Indiana will take the increment above what they are currently collecting and that will be used then to finance 1.75 million dollars as part of the EDGE Credits.  The Resolution itself revolves around the EDGE Credit Issue because we also have the ability, the city does, to do what is called a CREED District is one where the same financing that is an increment of State income tax is used to finance things.  And currently we actually have a mechanism in place, a certified technology part that is actually using that.  What this Section 3 says is that we, the City of Evansville, does not lay claim to any of that 1.75 million dollars, and we concur with that and would support the council to pass such a resolution.  Again, the three sections are very straight forward.  For information to the council, if you would look at the memorandum that I sent out. 

basically, there are three actions the council will be involved in besides the approval of the project agreement tonight.  The first is obviously the tax abatement, the request for the ten-year tax abatement.  Secondly, is approving the bond issue, the 3.8 million dollar bond issue, plus then the vacation of the streets and alleys around the project to insure that, again whether the building is being built.  We do have a presentation from an American General representative.  I don’t know if you any questions right now on what I have covered so far.  

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?

Councilman Kiefer:  I have one.  On the spreadsheet it said, or on the presentation it says that a 26 million dollar annual downtown payroll.  Is that before or after the addition of new jobs?

Gregg LaMar:  Well, they’ll cover that here in a second.  The handout was part of the American General presentation.

Councilman Kiefer:  Oh.  Okay.  Thank you.

Councilman Bagbey:  Mr. President?

President Watts:  Councilman Bagbey.

Councilman Bagbey:  I do have a question, Gregg, in the way it’s dealing with the Gateway Plan.

Gregg LaMar:  Okay.  At this time what I would like to do is to introduce Larry Gigerich who is representing American General and he will give a more detailed presentation of the project itself.

President Watts:  Welcome, and please state your name for the record.

Larry Gigerich:  Larry Gigerich, and I’m Managing Director of Genovis.  Genovis was selected by American General Finance to assist them with the site selection process for their project that Gregg briefly described.  Our firm has offices in Indiana and in Florida and we work with clients on projects around the country.  In the presentation that you received, we tried to give each of an overview of the project, a little bit of information about the company.  I’m sure all of you are familiar with the company at a certain level, but we wanted to give you some background and share with you and talk a little bit about the project as well. As you look in the presentation, the second slide, there is a little bit of information about American General.  For those of you who may not be aware, the company was founded in Evansville in 1920 and was acquired by American General Corporation in 1982.  And then five years ago the company was acquired by AIG International.  The company has over 1,500 branches located throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands.  They have three main areas of  focus for their business: consumer lending, mortgages, retail sales finance, non real estate loans and credit insurance.  As you turn to the next slide in your presentation, as you can see from the map there is a very large geographic area that is served by American General Finance from its headquarters here in Evansville, Indiana.  Large markets include states such as California, Florida, Ohio, and Virginia.  In the next slide it give you an overview of the headquarters operations and the types of things that American General has here in Evansville.  As you look at the pit slide in your presentation it tells you a little bit about the company and how things grow through the years.  

During the past five years the company’s assets have about doubled from thirteen billion to 26 billion.  The number of branches has grown from thirteen hundred to fifteen hundred.  The number of employees company wide has grow from seventy five hundred to ten thousand and the number of employees in the Evansville area has grown from twelve hundred to over fifteen hundred.  Revenue has grown during that same period for approximately two billion to three billion dollars.  On the next slide we will see some of the criteria used in the decision making process.  It was very important to this company in this process to forge successful partnership with the city, between the city and the company to create an opportunity for future expansion capabilities at its downtown campus.  To develop a structure where downtown Evansville will be economically viable with other central locations for the project.  To ensure the availability of a quality workforce , allow the company to make a commitment to stay and grow in downtown Evansville, ensure the  availability of all necessary infrastructure required to support the new building and finally the guarantee will be to be able to meet a very tight timeline for the project.  There are a couple of things that I want to share with you on the next slide.  The total capitol investment over a five-year period is thirty five million dollars of which twenty million dollars will be for a new office building and fifteen million for personal property investment.  The project will retain nine hundred and sixty employees at its downtown campus and create one hundred and fifty new jobs downtown.  Total annual payroll of the downtown campus will be forty-six million dollars and also provides the company with the capability to accommodate future expansion in downtown Evansville.  The next slide gives you a birds eye view of the companies expanded downtown campus a result of the project.  As you look on there the new building will be built south of Second Street adjacent to the company’s existing campus.  If you look, you will see where the new building will be sited towards the left bottom half side of the Ariel on that page.  The next slide gives you a conceptual artist showing what the building would look like.  I’ve brought a larger one that’s here in front of the podium for you to see as well.  That is the conceptual rendering of the building.  The building will be approved by the City of Evansville.  The design could change somewhat as the final architectural design work is completed on the project.  As we mentioned before, the new building will total approximately one hundred and thirty five thousand square feet.  Just in closing I would be happy to try to answer any questions that you might have.  I wanted to acknowledge the tremendous partnership that has developed with Mayor Weinzapfel, Greg Lamar and other folks at the City of Evansville throughout this process during the past two years that we have been working on this.  Their efforts were instrumental in showing that the project could occur and would occur in downtown Evansville.  Also the relationship that will continue between the community and the company is something that we think will grow stronger than how it’s been over the years.  It has been very strong and we think that it will continue as go forward.  I appreciate being able to talk too you this evening. I’ll try to answer any questions that you might have. 

Councilman Bagbey:  First of all, when I was a council president the Mayor contacted me about this project when it was in its infancy, and I want to congratulate American General and most of the city administration.    Because I think this is a win-win situation.  I do have one small heartburn, and Councilman Jarboe brought it to my attention tonight.  It’s dealing with the conception of gateway plan with a roundabout. I know this may not be your area or whoever needs the answer and I don’t know if council or most of the people in the audience are familiar with roundabout as far as traffic flow, they really look good.  Traffic planners like them, but I have seen millions of dollars wasted in a community called Clearwater, FL.  The roundabout only lasted about two years after the project was completed.  It was then torn down it caused a lot of problems in Clearwater, FL. I would hope that we really look at this.  Knowing my 

community, how it is sometimes resistant to change, I think we just really need to look at this a little bit. 

Gregg LaMar: Your points are very well taken.  The Second Phase of this project, which is actually almost independent of the American General project, is the whole question of the Fulton/Riverside corridor given that the State will soon give us a new interchange for the Lloyd.  What we are looking at and this is through the Redevelopment Commission and through the Downtown Implementation Committee, is to make Fulton our main gateway in the next few years.  The Roundabout is one of those concepts we’ll be looking at, but really the key in this whole thing is a new plan for a gateway entrance into the downtown.  We are in the process of surveying people downtown, employees and employers, about changing Riverside so you could turn left from Riverside onto Main Street and Walnut. Again, that is part of the whole plan in making Fulton a gateway entrance.  As part of the evaluation this is a concept we will be looking at not only this concept but also other concepts to make the Second Street and Fulton a better interchange, somehow.

Councilman Bagbey: I like what I hear about Riverside, Walnut, and Main Street.  Thank you.  Any other questions members of council? Anyone in the audience have questions? No more questions.

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-14 and call the roll?

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2006-14.  Voice vote.  So Ordered.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Brad Mills: I’ll introduce myself, Brad Mills, Executive Director of the Evansville-Vanderburgh County Area Plan Commission and the Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization.  I’m bringing this to you as the director of the Plan Commission, but I’ll be happy to talk and answer questions as the MPO director as well.  This is a plan that a number of the council members have been involved with for some time.  We have been working with business owners, churches, and residents in the area to try to address concerns from a plan that was presented to the MPO by the Indiana Department of Transportation in regards to changing the intersection at Burkhardt and Lloyd into a interchange.  As a part of their plan, they had removed all of the access between Green River Road and Crosspoint Boulevard, except for a right in/right out at Fielding.  Also, the new interchange at Burkhardt and Lloyd.  Once that was viewed by a number of citizens and elected officials in our community, we decided to meet and get together and consider alternatives and options that could be used as a variance to what INDOT has presented. The area is continuing to grow and a lot of businesses are located in the area.  Look for access and alternatives to that very limited plan that was presented by INDOT.  Before you, is the plan that we had discussed and has been presented to Area Plan Commission. The list of alternatives for the section between Green River Road and Burkhardt Road, and I’ll just go through it real quickly here, so that folks in the audience can understand what is on the drawing as best as they can.  Starting on the south side of the road and the Lloyd Expressway and the western most edge we start from Green River Road, which is an existing single point interchange.  We head to the east and come to Cullen Avenue, with this plan Cullen Avenue is proposed to be full access as it is today, right in/right out so you have both direction of travel.  As we continue on, to the east you come to Fielding that would be a traffic light, as it today, so you can go north or south. 

Continuing farther to the east we come to a proposed off ramp which would be a one way frontage road that would parallel the Lloyd Expressway with access to the vacant parcel just east of the church and then to the residential developments that are along that section.  That frontage road then would tie into the off ramp that would continue on to the east and come to a new single point interchange at Burkhardt and Lloyd Expressway.  Which would be somewhat similar to what is out at Green River Road today. Starting then at Burkhardt Road and traveling west we show a frontage road where you would slip off of the on ramp at Burkhardt and Lloyd and be able to go one way to tie into Kimber Lane. That’s in front of the new Best Buy and the other businesses that are in that location.  At Kimber you would then tie into a two way road way, or frontage road that would allow you to continue west and go passed the Pep Boys, Kenny Kent, Expressway Dodge and then continue on to the other developments that are to the north.  It would also allow you then to return from those destinations and head east all the back to Kimber.  Once you get to Kimber you would have to make a left turn to proceed north to your destination. As we continue on from the frontage road and continue on to the west we get back to Fielding and what is Division on the northside. Proposed to take that intersection and straighten out the kink that is in Division and have it go due north and tie into Indiana.  Once again, that would be a signalized intersection.  So these are the list of recommended alternatives that we presented to INDOT to Mr. Sam Sarbis, from the Vincennes district for their recommendation and consideration by our local community.  This is not the end of the process, this is one of the steps in the process. We’ve submitted these alternatives for INDOT to consider.  We are asking them to consider them as they precede forward with the design process.  As you all might know, the project was considered to go in the year 2012 for construction, however that was suspended based on the comments that we did receive from the community.  The project is currently not scheduled in INDOT’s ten-year plan.  Their ten-year plan goes from 2005 to 2015.  We have received information for the next year edition for 2016 and this project is also not slated in the year 2016 as a project that would go forward that would go forward during this ten-year plan.  There is always an opportunity for funding to break free in another area, and if we were able to secure those funds and it is a potential it could come earlier.  But, based on the current schedule and current timing and current funding available, it is not slated to be constructed in the next ten years. What I’m asking from this council is that based on all this information, if you all agree and concur. I ask that you accept this plan for the area as our recommendation and something we can use as we precede forward with development in the plan commission, and work with property owners and developers in that area. That we can accommodate these alternatives and with that I’ll stop and answer any questions.

Councilman Melcher: Just give everybody kind of an update cause some of us have been working with this since the nineties. Basically, if you will remember back when we passed the zoning for the Lloyd and Burkhardt there was already a plan for the intersection there.  We already had an agreement with the State of what it was going to be. The State reneged on us by coming up with a new plan. So, that is how we got to this point.  They changed their mind on what was going to happen and where it was going to go.  We were going to have a different plan.  When they came with their plan and their consultants it was going to take away at least $50 million from the business on the northside.  So, we have been working on this, other council members have, and the business owners have really been involved.  You have to take your hats off to our business owners up and down for trying to work with us.  The State decided to pull the project until we tried to come up with something.  But, I do want to say for the record tonight, if we don’t get the plan that we want down here then I’m going to be willing to give up the Burkhardt exchange until we get a plan we can all live with. We have to live in this community, not Indianapolis.  So, with that, because at one time some of us wanted to pull the money out of 

this thing. Basically, if the plan comes we want to be able to read what we’ll accept here.  They designed this road to begin with and now we’ve got to keep fixing it.  Thank you.

Councilman Bagbey: I think it’s extremely important that our business community have some type of say.  I don’t know if they would want to appoint and spokesman or the church.  But, I do think it’s important that we have someone to speak on the record tonight.  And then if there is anyone opposed, then we need that as well.  

Mr. Robert Kent: It’s nice to be in front of you. I’m privileged to be here.  I really came to thank you.  I’ve been alive 58 years, been in the car business since I was 14.  All the sudden two years ago, I thought we made some good decisions on the eastside of Evansville. I’ve got great employees, great friends in the business community over there.  There is a wonderful Harrison High School.  There is a wonderful church, where Don Moore is the pastor. Dan Buck is across the street from us. But, all the sudden, somebody from Indianapolis decided behind closed doors to come into our community and change our lives. I’m not sure how fair that is.  Councilman Melcher, I appreciate what you said about Indianapolis. They’re good people, but they aren’t here breathing our air everyday like we do. So, I’m basically here to thank you for the opportunity to speak before you.  Thank you, each and every one of you for your time and efforts on our behalf. I think that Brad Mills tonight, said it just as we’ve talked to him for the past two and a half years.  He did a marvelous job.  The plan that was presented to you this evening, is one I think we can live with. At the same time, not knowing politics as well as you do, I never know what is going to hit you the next time.  As a courtesy to you I thank you on behalf of all of us.  Particularly, you Steve and Joe and Steve, BJ, Curt.  You were all instrumental in talking with us, I know Angela, we talked to you.  Keith Jarboe you did some things with us. We are now able to make a lemonade out of a lemon, and in my business I think a number of you know what ‘lemons’ are.  Although, I’ve never sold a lemon, I have in the passed maybe serviced a lemon. The Mayor of the City of Evansville, Jonathan Weinzapfel was very much behind Harrison High School, obviously the Vanderburgh County School Corporation. The area businesses, the homeowners, the churches, the county commissioner’s—Cheryl Musgrave and her committee did a wonderful job. Or at least listened to us. I think in maybe some way talked to you Vaneta Baker, Suzanne Crouch all of you did exactly what we voted for you to do.  That is to protect the rights of our citizens. And I’m proud to be an Evansville person. And God bless you.

Councilman B.J. Watts: Thank you Robert.

Councilman Steve Bagbey: Anyone else in the audience like to speak? Any other questions, members of council? Comments?  Concerns?

Is there a motion to adopt the Conceptual Plan for the Burkhardt and Lloyd Interchange and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt the Conceptual Plan for Burkhardt and Lloyd Interchange. Voice vote.  So Ordered.

Councilman Melcher: I think one more point Mr. Kent should consider is public service is something he could do. That would cut into your golf day Robert! I’ve got one more question, Brad does this now go in front of the county commissioner’s?

Brad Mills: I spoke with Cheryl Musgrave and since this portion really is in the city she didn’t know if it really needed to come before her.  I am willing to notify her.

Councilman Melcher: No, no. I just didn’t want anyone saying we left them out.  This was discussed earlier.

Brad Mills: I think this is really, because this portion is in the city, the portion that would front the county would be to the east of Burkhardt Road. I don’t think they really had an interest in having it come before them at all.  I’ll ask again to be sure. 

Councilman Melcher: I just don’t want anybody hollering two years from now or something.  Thank you.

Councilman Kiefer: Brad, would that make any difference to INDOT though? And the State folks to have them on or since it’s all within the city it’s not necessary? 

Brad Mills: I can touch base to make sure, I don’t think it will.  She has been involved with it, I think a supporter of it. But, I can ask to make sure.

Councilman Kiefer: Okay, thank you.  Thank you for the work you’ve done on this.  You’ve done a great job.

Councilman Melcher: ¾ are in the city, ¼ is in the county.

Councilman Watts: Any other questions? 

COMMITTEE REPORTS;

ASD CHAIRMAN








   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher:  Yes, Mr. President, we are going to hear Ordinance G-2006-17 on August 28, 2006 at 5:10 p.m. and Ordinance G-2006-16 on August 28, 2006 at 5:10 p.m.

FINANCE CHAIRMAN







       JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee will hear Resolution C-2006-15 on August 28, 2006 at 5:20 p.m.   The City/County Joint Budget Hearings will this Wednesday August 9th at 3:00 p.m. in these chambers. Also, budget hearings are August 14th through the 18th starting at 3:30 p.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






       BAGBEY

Councilman Bagbey:  Public Works will hear Ordinance G-2006-15 on August 28, 2006 at 

5:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.

___________________________________
 
__________________________________

PRESIDENT B.J. WATTS



ALBERTA MATLOCK, CITY CLERK
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