CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

September 18, 2006

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 18, 2006 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President B.J. Watts presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

President Watts called the meeting to order and asked Madam Clerk to call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts. 
 

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Robinson and the Teen Advisory Council. 

President Watts: Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the September 18, 2006 meeting of the Common Council.  Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Kira Hunt

Will Stephan

David Korb

Jessie Halle

Chris Baumgart
Daniel Kissel

Kelsey Lindauer
Emily Scott

Kyle Mayo


John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

The Sergeant at Arms this evening is Officer Matt Hastings, welcome. 

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2006 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held September 11, 2006, as written. Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 15TH PACKET:

* Agenda for September 18, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Committee Meeting Schedule.

* Minutes of the September 11, 2006 City Council Meeting.

* Resolution C-2006-21.

* Copy of United Way Award.

* Agenda Board of Zoning Appeals, September 21, 2006.

* Financial Report for July 2006.

* A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

* Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for September 19, 2006.

* Memo regarding Press Release from Bernardin Lochmueller.

* Memo from Mayor Weinzapfel.
* Memo regarding Hometown Matters.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

* EMC Quarterly Operations Report.

* Top Ten Grass/Weed and/or Trash/Debris Ordinance Violations.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-21

PUBLIC WORKS
           
     
     
      BAGBEY

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE 

CONSENTING TO THE ASSIGNMENT OR TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF CABLE TV FRANCHISE AGREEMENT

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?   

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-18

          FINANCE
             
    
    JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2007 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

ORDINANCE F-2006-7

          FINANCE

    
    
    JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FIXING THE SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

ORDINANCE F-2006-8

           FINANCE
             
    
    JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2007

ORDINANCE F-2006-10


FINANCE

           
    
      JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANTS AND OTHER FUNDS

RESOLUTION C-2006-18


FINANCE

           
   
       JARBOE

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY (POLICE AND FIRE PENSION)

RESOLUTION C-2006-19
                        FINANCE
         
             
       JARBOE

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY (PROPERTY TAX SHORTFALL)

RESOLUTION C-2006-20


FINANCE

           
     
       JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT

President Watts: Committee Reports, Finance Committee, Chairman Jarboe

Councilman Jarboe: Yes, Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee heard Resolution 
C-2006-20, Ordinance F-2006-10, Ordinance G-2006-18, Ordinance F-2006-7, F-2006-8 (as amended), Resolution C-2006-18, Resolution C-2006-19 all come forward with a do pass recommendation.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Koehler Walden seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2006-18

          FINANCE
             
    
       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2007 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance G-2006-18 and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2006-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Ordinance G-2006-18 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2006-7

          FINANCE

    
                   JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FIXING THE SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-7 and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-7 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Ordinance F-2006-7 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2006-8 (as amended)           FINANCE
             
    
       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2007

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-8 as amended and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

F-2006-8 (as amended) and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Councilman Kniese:  Fellow Councilmen, I still state though that by not sharing with us the assumptive tax rate for the ’07 budget is not a good way to do business.   However, republican minority members on this council have asked for a couple of small changes with regard to the ’07 budget.  One of those was granted which I think is a move forward.  I hope you’d agree with me was a very minimal in what our requests were and we tried to work with the administration as much as possible.  So with that I vote Aye.

Bagbey: I’ll let the Finance Chairman make his remark.  Aye 

Councilman Melcher:  I would like to say that I think this was a good budget and all of us worked hard on it.  The one thing I didn’t quite understand and I don’t know if it got out right or wrong or not, was the firefighters reducing rank saving $38,000 over the next five or ten years, doesn’t make sense to me.  Because then we’ve got other people coming up, unless there is a 
long range plan, unless there’s going to be some more equipment which we didn’t have in the budget, are we going to be extending fire stations and adding people? But with that, I’ll vote Aye.

Robinson:  Aye

Councilwoman Koehler Walden:  Thank you, I actually just want to state that we do appreciate the process that went forward this year.  I know that Councilman Kiefer, who is our minority leader, had many discussions with the Mayor and with our Controller, Lisa Acobert, and we do appreciate that open discussion and dialogue.  One of the things that we had asked to look at also was the reduction in rank and if there might be a better way to achieve that.  That’s something that we’re still hoping maybe can be done.  And we are looking forward to working out a way to have better access to our government through publicizing our Council Meetings so that we can possibly get right in with the commissioners and let the public be able to see what’s being done here on Monday nights.  And as always, we will continue to monitor additional appropriations.  We feel like this budget is a good budget and we want to try to stick to this budget as much as possible. And so with that, I will vote Aye.

Councilman Jarboe:  Thank you.  I’d like to thank everyone for their hard work on the budget from the controller’s staff, the administration, everyone on council. And I do believe that we worked well together.  I think I'd rather not have a tax rate than have an inflated tax rate.  I would hate to get something out there that we don’t have all the answers to yet.  And I don’t believe even the county has their tax rate yet.  But there are still too many unknowns out there. The state has put us in a position where we have to guess, where we haven’t been through the trending yet. We still have shortfalls we have to get through.  And in my estimation it would be an inflated number, and I would much rather wait until we have an accurate, correct number before we start broadcasting to the citizens of this city what that number is.  The other issue, being a firefighter, of course you never like to see anything happen, but times change.  That’s an administrative decision, there were no reductions in the budget, and we would hope and I have faith in this administration that their department heads are going to do what is best for their departments. They are going to do the things that they need to do to run their departments.  I will not micro-manage departments as a member of council.  Once again, thank everyone, thank the administration and with that, I vote Aye.

Councilman John: Aye

Councilman Kiefer:  Thank you.  One of the best kept secrets in this budget is the City View Program, which is very similar to the City Stat Program that has been near and dear to my heart.  Part of this City View Program is the 311 system, and so I find that very attractive because I know in the long run it’s going to create better services and better local government.  And I also feel like televising the meetings on PBS or somehow getting it televised, segues very well with 
what the Mayor is doing on his Townhall Meetings.  So I think those two things together brings government closer to the people.  So with those two things being a part of this, I will vote Aye. Thank you.

Councilman Watts:  Aye

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Ordinance F-2006-8 (as amended) is hereby declared ADOPTED.

Councilman John:  Mr. President, before going into the next item on the agenda, I’d like to request something of our controller.  I know there’s a question right now of what the rate will be. Having been the county auditor a number of years ago, I know how difficult it is at this early stage to come up with an accessed valuation and we used to use an old one, an inflated rate and many people disliked doing things that way.  And I can understand why, because it is a shock to the public and then very seldom do they realize that there’s been a change by the time the tax bills come out.  But I would request that once you do have what appears to be an accurate accessed valuation to base our rates on, to advertise such rate as is necessary to raise the funds required to meet our budget that we’ve approved today.  And I don’t know if that should be in the form of a motion.  If so, I make that in form of a motion that you advertise those rates and determine what they should be at the time that you get that accessed valuation.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to have the city controller advertise the tax rates as soon the accurate accessed valuation is determined.

Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Councilman John’s motion is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2006-10


FINANCE

           
    
       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT, HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANTS AND OTHER FUNDS

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-10 and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Koehler Walden seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-10 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

Abstain: Councilman Melcher:  At this time I’ve got to state for the record that I work for CAPE and even though none of the money comes to my department where I work at, I just don’t want to be perceived that way. I’m abstaining from the vote),

There being 8 Ayes and 0 Nays and 1 Abstention, Ordinance F-2006-10 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-18


FINANCE

           
  
       JARBOE

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY (POLICE AND FIRE PENSION)

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-18 and call the roll?

Councilman John moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt 
Resolution C-2006-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Ayes: Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts. 

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Resolution C-2006-18 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-19
FINANCE


           
  JARBOE

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY (PROPERTY TAX SHORTFALL)

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-19 and call the roll?

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2006-19 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Resolution C-2006-19 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2006-20


FINANCE

           
     JARBOE

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-20 and call the roll?

Councilwoman Koehler Walden moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2006-20 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL
Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Watts.

There being 9 Ayes and 0 Nays, Resolution C-2006-20 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

* There will not be a City Council Meeting next Monday, September 25, 2006.  The next   

    meeting will be Monday, October 2, 2006.

President Watts:  Anyone on Council have any business?

Councilman Melcher:  I just have one thing to say, the Evansville African Museum is having a Capital Campaign reception tomorrow night from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. For every $4.00 that the Capital Campaign raises, the city will match it with one from the Aztar money out of redevelopment. So if anybody has time tomorrow and would like to stop by, we could sure use you. You can pay at the door.

Councilman Bagbey:  As we are all aware, we had those terrific rainstorms last Tuesday.  It will be a week tomorrow.  Unfortunately in the Second Ward we had several homes that have been destroyed and the number is increasing.  Those who’ve been on council for awhile know my passion about storm water, but even if everything was in vogue on the Southeast Side for a 
$16 million dollar project and had been in vogue or had been up in operation, I don’t think with the 8 inches of rain in 3 ½ hours that we received, would have really made that much difference. I saw places flooded that I’ve never seen flooded in my lifetime, and I moved to the Southeast Side when I was 7 ½.  I saw the water probably on Madison, Councilman Kniese, as deep as I’ve ever seen it.  It must have set some type of records as far as the depth.  It’s just fortunate that nobody got hurt.  And that’s the only thing that I can say.   I know other wards were hit around the city.  We’ve got a problem and we’ve got some hurting folks on the Southeast Side. I appreciate just your kind thoughts. Thank you.

Councilman Kniese:  Steve, to add to what you just mentioned to us, there are areas in the First Ward that I’ve never seen chest high water before.  A system is only as good as what it can take in capacity and sometimes you’re not going to cover everything.  What I would like to do is have this council, and I’ll be more than happy to work on this, to look at getting an update on what our total infrastructure plans are for sewer and water.  And then also the requirements for new commercial or residential building, what type of drainage requirements are currently established and take a look at those to see if they are adequate.  Because the areas I’m seeing flooded right now never flooded before, but as new developments go in, the system that they put in with that new development is not adequate. That’s what I’m seeing at least, so I would like to talk to, I guess Harry Lawson and whoever with his department, to see if we can’t get an update on what the long term plan is for our city to deal with this flooding issue.  I’ll be more than happy to spearhead that for city council.

Councilman Bagbey: I don’t know exactly where you’re talking in First Ward, but if you’re talking where Joseph lives, that was a subdivision area that was built in by the county and did not follow the drainage regulations that the city of Evansville had at that time.  It was later annexed in, so that’s part of the problem.  The other part of the problem is the use of swells and lakes, etc. for drainage, especially the east side and southeast side.  I saw sights dealing with Indian Woods, a project that Councilman Price put millions of dollars into, come over Hoosier Avenue and get into garages. I’ll be more than happy to join with you on that.  I do know that I’ve got a meeting sometime this week with Pat Keepes on some ideas that I have.  The other thing is, folks fifty some odd years ago, especially on the east side, fifty plus years ago, I guess there were really no type of laws dealing with zoning and everything.  We had a very famous ditch called Grainger Ditch, and your Ward over on Harrelton Court, I can’t think of the gentleman’s name right now, but Gary Gerling lived there at one time and his home was completely devastated.  What we have built and allowed to go on in this community with our easements, garages, room additions and privacy fences, basically Mother Nature looks for her ditches to move the water when it rains. Unfortunately, those ditches no longer exist and we have many coffer damns.  I’ve got some ideas I want to share with Pat Keepes and will be more than happy to let you know when that meeting is and have you come to it as well.

Councilman Kniese:  I’ll be glad to participate. Thank you.

Councilman Jarboe: Thank you, Mr. President.  I noticed in the Courier and Press a few weeks ago there was an interesting article about what the University of Evansville is doing with their run-off water. There’s so much run-off water because of parking lots and large buildings, they have developed a system which actually collects the water and puts it into a piping system under the parking lots and allows it to go back into the ground. So technology is changing and with us experiencing flooding maybe we need to look to the future especially as we see new developments going on in our county.

Councilman Bagbey:  I wouldn’t mind saying that because that’s the type of system we are putting in Wards One and Two.  But I had an engineer with me that came by and not far from Lorraine Park where what we call Five Points and he had the estimation that our facility will hold about 700,000 gallons, maybe a little over that, and he thought we had about 800,000 gallons in the streets.  So you know it’s kind of disheartening, but you know every hundred years supposedly you get these types of rains.  So we’ll see. But that’s an excellent point and that ducktails on what you want to look at too, Jeff.
President Watts:  Sigecom representatives, I have Bruce Jones, Kelvin Fee, and Mark Deckard.  Anyone want to (INAUDIBLE).  Anything else in Miscellaneous?  Committee Reports, ASD, Chairman Melcher.

Councilman Melcher: Nothing scheduled at this time.

President Watts: Finance Chairman Jarboe.

Councilman Jarboe: We’re going to take a little break, Mr. President.

President Watts: You deserve a break Mr. Jarboe.  Public Works, Chairman Bagbey.

Councilman Bagbey: Mr. President, you will be hearing on October 2nd G-2006-19 and 21 in my absence.

President Watts:  That’s the day that you’re out for work?

Councilman Bagbey:  Yes sir.

President Watts: Is there a motion to adjourn?
Council as a whole made the motion to adjourn and Councilwoman Koehler Walden seconded the motion to adjourn. Voice Vote. So Ordered. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.

________________________



_________________________

PRESIDING OFFICER




CITY CLERK

B. J. Watts






Alberta Matlock
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