
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
FEBRUARY 26, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 26, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
Absent:  Bagbey
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Kiefer. 
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the February 26, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

There are no students in the audience tonight.  

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Amy Butterfield

David Butterfield

COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening we had no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held February 12, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 23rd  PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for February 26, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held February 12, 2007.

*Finance Ordinances F-2007-1 and F-2007-2.

*Royal Glass & Greenhouse Mfg., Inc. 

*Celebration Diversity Distinguished Lecture series.

*Weights & Measures Report.

*Report on Urban Forestry Program.

*Packet on Urban Forestry Program.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolution C-2007-4.

*Revised Extended Agenda for 2-26-07 City Council Meeting.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the 

minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice Vote.
So Ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2007-1


FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR CASH FLOW PURPOSES

ORDINANCE F-2007-2


FINANCE

           
     

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. G-2004-7

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?   

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-2


FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY ACTION REIMBURSEMENT

ORDINANCE G-2007-3


ASD




  ROBINSON
AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

ORDINANCE F-2006-16


FINANCE
                     
      
       JARBOE
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN: CURT JOHN –Finance Committee Ordinances F-2006-16 and 
G-2007-2 were held in committee.  Ordinance G-2007-2 will be heard on March 12th at 5:00 p.m. and Ordinance F-2006-16 will be heard on March 19th at 5:00 p.m.
ASD CHAIRWOMAN: CONNIE ROBINSON - Ordinance G-2007-3 as amended, comes forward with a do pass recommendation.

Is there a motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move this Ordinance to Third Reading? 

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move Ordinance G-2007-3 as amended to Third Reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-3 (as amended )
ASD




ROBINSON
AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE GREENWAY ADVISORY BOARD

Is there a motion to adopt Ordinance G-2007-3 as amended and call the roll?

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2007-3 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
Absent:  Bagbey
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2007-3 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET:

RESOLUTION C-2007-3 (DOCKET)      (as amended)


 JOE KIEFER

A RESOLUTION APPROVING TELEVISING OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE

Councilman Melcher moved to amend Resolution C-2007-3 (Docket).  Councilwoman Koehler Walden seconded the motion.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
Councilman Kiefer:  You will see on your desk tonight that there are some changes to the Resolution.  We took out the words WNIN.  We tried to make it a little more generic.  President Jarboe and I got together on this and he also arranged some meetings with various people in the community so that we could talk about this a little more.  We want to get the council meetings on television as quickly as possible and then look for a long term solution.
President Jarboe:  We have had a lot of discussions and I know that a lot of people think that it’s easy to pass a resolution tonight and we immediately go on TV.  That is not the case.  Since we don’t have the ability to negotiate contracts we will have to go before the Board of Public Works, who will actually have to negotiate this contract.  We know that we have an amount of money right now, but we don’t know how far that money will go.  We don’t know how many meetings we will be able to get on.  We hope to get as much on as possible.  We know that we want to take it to another level.  We need to look down the road.  We believe that the only way we can eventually do that is to partner with the county.  We want to pursue that after this is adopted, if it’s the pleasure of the council this evening.

Councilman Melcher:  I’m glad you said that because I brought that up last time.  The people don’t want a piece meal deal and that is what we keep doing.  WNIN started out with $200 an hour and then they started adding the County Council…..I think the County Commissioners…in the beginning gave up two of their days.  They let the County Council ….have it the other two days.  This year they are both on.  Then they had the idea that $100 for a half of an hour, which is still $200 dollars an hour.  I do know that several other boards are now on.  I don’t think we are getting any bang for our buck.  We are piece-mealing everything.  Pretty soon we will have everybody on here over two years and we will be paying a high rate.  There has to be a saving’s in it.  Look at this room alone……..I was looking at the paper last week, I didn’t get a chance to look at it this morning, but on Tuesday the Levy Board meets in here.  The County Commissioners meet in here.  Wednesday the Redevelopment Commission is in here and I think they should be on it too.  I think if we pass this this evening, everyone that meets in this room needs to all go on at the same time.  If we are the first of the week, then we are first.  Then Tuesday morning who ever is here goes on.  Let’s all start at the same time.

President Jarboe:  I will say the Councilman Kiefer and I had a meeting with Dave Rector, Matt Arvay and some representatives from the community that are in the communication business and we are lucky that they are gathering information right now to see what the future could be.

Councilman Melcher:  I also believe that there should be a schedule.  The public needs to know when it will be on.  For the money that we will be paying, we need to have a schedule.

Councilman Kiefer:  I think that Councilman Melcher made some good points and I think that that’s what this resolution does.  It asks the Board of Public Works to go out and negotiate this.  Come up with the best deal for us.  Let them know what we want.  I think this is a good start for us to ask them to do that.  I think a lot of concerns can be addressed by the Board of Public Works.  I want to thank Keith for working with me on this.
President Jarboe:  Thank you Joe.  Councilman Kniese.
Councilman Kniese:  Keith, do you have any type of anticipated date when this might actually happen?  

President Jarboe:  I really don’t.  I would assume that after today I will make contact and see where we have to go from here.  As far as saying a set date, no I would hope that we would do it as quickly as possible.

Councilman Kniese:  That was my only concern, knowing that there is not a target date to shoot for.  My hope is that we don’t drag this on forever.  We do have some monies that were put in the 2007 budget for this particular item.  Let’s move forward as quickly as possible.  I’m glad that you and Joe have had some specific conversations about this.  As far as the schedule, I think that is a great idea.  Steve, I hope we are that popular on the TV channel where people will want to set their VCRs.

President Jarboe:  I will say that if this passes tonight I will be contacting both the Mayor’s Office, the County Commissioner’s and the County Council to see if we can create a task force or whatever is needed to come from those agencies.  We need to see if by joining forces and working together we can come up with either something better, something less expensive, but something that this community wants. 
Councilman Kniese:  Let’s just move quickly on it.  Thanks.
Jarboe:  I did offer community input on this at the last meeting asking if anyone wanted to speak, I would allow them to speak.  I would like to keep the remarks brief.  Is there anyone who would like to speak on this?
Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-3 as amended and call the roll?

Councilman Kiefer moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2007-3 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent:  Bagbey

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-2 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET:

RESOLUTION C-2007-4 (DOCKET)

  
COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MAJOR MOVES FUNDING

President Jarboe:  Councilman Kniese, I believe that it was you that initiated this?

Councilman Kniese:  Yes, thank you Mr. President.  This is a subject that it’s been nice to have full council support on.  I think we all agree that it’s a major project for the Evansville area and I think it’s good for us to come together once again in support of having funding put into the fiscal year 08-09 by annual state budget.  Basically, just saying that we encourage that to happen, we are still in support of I-69 and would like to see funding put into that budget.  This is one of those subjects that I think is so critical to the future of …not only the City of Evansville, but just tri-state area that at every turn if we possibly can, we need to show our support.  So, I’ve asked to talk to you Council President Jarboe and Finance Chairman John today.  I realize that this is kind of a last minute, but I wanted to get it in front of people.  I tried to e-mail it out as soon as possible to give you guy’s a chance to review, but I’d like for this, as you see the sponsor is council as a whole.  I feel very strongly that we all need to support this and this will be kind of       our resolution.  Thank you.

President Jarboe:  Any other members of council like to speak on this resolution?

Councilman John:  I would state that I did have a call this afternoon and some dialogue with Jeff and I think that the way it’s worked now it does convey our strong support for that project.  At the same time, it doesn’t put us in the current dispute that they are having regarding the major moves of the 1.1 billion dollars.  We don’t care how much goes into it, we just want the I-69 to be included and funded for the next couple of years.

Councilman Kniese:  Just for what it’s worth, I want to go on record stating that I received no phone calls from anybody encouraging me to do this.  I did this of my own volition and I just feel so strongly about this project I’ve been wearing my I-69 pin now for almost twenty years.  We are so close and I think this is so critical.  I did want to make it known that I did not receive any phone calls, e-mails, contacts or anything. 

President Jarboe:  Any other members of council?  Seeing none…. 

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-4 and call the roll?

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2007-4 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent:  Bagbey

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-4 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

Councilman Melcher:  Mr. President, with that can you go over the protocol about filing resolutions.

President Jarboe:  We’ve had a couple of resolutions filed and by ordinance and council rules…John?

John Hamilton:  Keith asked me to give him the protocol for resolutions since he is in his first year as president.  Council rules which are an ordinance are required that they be approved by your council attorney.  Normally they are written by me and I’m glad to write them.  I think I’ve written for about everyone here.  I try to be available to make sure that they are in legal form.  There is no problem with the particular one tonight. I did get a chance to look at it this afternoon, but they really should come through me at some point.  I’m glad to prepare them and initiate them.

President Jarboe:  John is a great tool and we need to use him.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

President Jarboe:  Shawn, before you get up.  Joan Tapp.  Joan and Pat.
Joan Tapp:  Welcome, I’m Joan Tapp and this is Pat Tapp.  We at 2412 S. St. James Blvd.  All I have to say is we are back.  Fifteen and a half years ago we started a long procedure to get night bus service.  We have now had night bus service for nine years.  We now are interested in Sunday service, at least on a limited basis.  The Saturday bus now runs every hour rather than every half hour for those of us who ride the Saturday bus.  I don’t think you will need another study, because every study you have had has recommended the same thing.  I know that one of the things that has been recommended again, and again and been ignored, is that your going to have to make the Evansville Transit System an authority.  The reason for this is, you  know where Mets gets it’s money, now it’s getting it’s federal funds directly because we are a large enough Metropolitan area that they qualify for federal funds.  They have to share them with Henderson because Henderson is one of our bedroom communities.  There is not a week goes by that there aren’t inquires about why there isn’t a bus to Mt. Vernon, or why there isn’t a bus to Newburgh.  They are going to have to become a separate taxing authority.  We would then be eligible for a lot more federal funds.  We would be covering a much larger area.  We need Sunday service.  I’m willing to bet that there isn’t anyone here who can name a dozen business’s  that hire low level entry workers that isn’t open on Sunday.  We are letting you know before you begin your budget that this year you need to consider how you want to expand our local transportation services.  Ultimately we are going to look at more north, south routes and beyond Sunday service is going to include more of the county, which of course now contributes absolutely nothing to Mets service.  Ultimately, we will have to include Newburgh and Mt. Vernon as bedroom communities.  Thank you.

Councilman Melcher:  Mr. President, the reason we don’t have light rail, I sat on the Chambers, high rail committee, because the State of Indiana, INDOT, will not look at it for us.  If you look at the state charter, It is only going to be up north and it’s going to be over by Cincinnati.  Until we can get them to even recognize that we have this area, we’ll never get the light rail.  As far as being a transit system, we have looked at that in the past.  You are not actually going to get more federal money.  We are going to lose federal money because we had to change the name of EUTS.  We used to be like a big fish in a lake, now we grew and it’s like we are in the ocean.  We are going to get less federal funds for Mets in the future.  We are going to be losing between $800,000 and 1 million dollars from Mets, which this body is going to pick up.  The bigger you get, the federal government believes that you can bring in more revenue.  That’s why this administration took the lead and went to hybrid buses.  As far a Sunday, I would never have made it to church without Sunday bus service.  I agree with Sunday service.  It all comes down to dollars and cents.  The county has $50,000 dollars which they give, but they don’t give it to us as far as I know.  I think that there should be a joint agreement there.  I don’t know when we will become a PTO.  We lost one person because we were not a PTO.  

Pat Tapp:  Transportation will not pay for itself up front.  The fact is, it took Joan and I six and a half years to get night service.  The ridership went up 108% in a year.  Sunday service will also increase your rider’s, particularly since we have an aging population.

Councilman Melcher:  I agree with all of that.  I think if you will remember, Connie was one of the big leaders too.  She worked hard for the Fourth Ward and I did the Third.  I don’t know where we can go right now.  I know that with these hybrid buses we should be getting better.

Joan Tapp:  I want you to know that we are going to start now and if it takes another six and a half years, well, you’ll get to see us for the next six and a half years.  It has to start somewhere and tonight it’s starting.
President Jarboe:  Shawn.

Shawn Dickerson:  Thank you very much for having me here.  I have some handouts to give you, real quick.     
President Jarboe:  Could you state your name for the record?

Shawn Dickerson:  Shawn Dickerson, the Evansville City Arborist.  This is a first time presenting a power point presentation, so please bear with me.  I have a few handouts that I would like you to have.  Thank you again for having me here today.  Without further ado I would like to continue.  Our department was established in 2001.  Our first goal was to inventory the trees that we have.  We have inventoried ten thousand trees between 2001 and 2003.  There is new software that the U.S. Department of Agriculture developed after a long process.  It is called ITree Software.  This software allows us to take our inventory data and get evaluation for the benefits that the trees provide to us using this software.  It talks about energy reduction that trees provide to us.  This is done through shading buildings, through natural cooling processes, and can reduce energy costs in winter by reducing wind-breaks.  Trees can reduce CO2 through photo synthesis and reduce power plant emissions by reducing energy consumption.  Reducing CO2 improves air quality and through absorbing pollutants, by which providing oxygen; lowering energy use therefore reducing power plant emissions and lowering ozone amounts, which improve the quality of life and health that are related to air quality.  Trees can reduce storm water run-off and filter waste water.  Trees provide visual interest to property therefore increasing property value.  Trees can reduce stress, noise, reduce skin-cancer through shade, provide jobs, and reduce pavement improvements through shade. Trees lead to an improved quality of life in Evansville and stronger economic development, which can increase the sustainability of Evansville.  With the ITree software we were able to evaluate $692,000.00 in benefits and after costs of the program there is $245,000.00 in net benefits that are gained.  The program is paying for itself.  We are maintaining benefits through the Urban Forestry Program, the department and City Arborist position; without this to manage the cities tree-pruning crew, which does removals and plantings, this would not be accomplished correctly.  We also must plant the tree in the right place to receive those benefits, educate the public, assist the other city departments and agencies and we must have a licensing program…plant two trees for every one tree removed (public trees) and is one of the major goals of the program.  We have completed a tree inventory; 10,000 inventoried and developed many publications in the last five years.  We have developed the Evansville Vanderburgh Tree Program, which is virtually a free program; it is a volunteer committee that looks for big trees and registers the biggest trees in the Evansville area for each species. We have developed a tree nursery and have received $6,000.00 in grants since our program was established and are still receiving grants.  As far as our goals, we want to maintain our status.  Our Growth Award status shows we have a very strong emphasis in our Urban Forestry program.  April 27th at Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd. and Main Street we are celebrating Arbor Day and implore everyone to come, you are welcome to come to that event and ask you to come if you are available.   We have developed an urban relief tree program improving our wood recycling program and developing an emerald ash boar management plan.  I hope everyone has had a chance to look at the samples of the emerald ash boar.  This pest is killing our ash trees, it is a non-native invasive pest that was introduced in America in the Michigan area and has been slowly working its way down here.  Once it arrives here it will kill all of our ash trees and is a major concern.  Right now, the closest point it is to us is in the Indianapolis area, you can see on the map.  Scientists are saying if it moves at a natural rate we will see it in ten to fifteen years.  The problem is, it is not moving at a natural rate, its moving through firewood and it could be here any day or it could go anywhere within a matter of hours.   So, one thing we have noticed in the last year it has moved from Fort Wayne area to Indianapolis.  Last year it moved from central Ohio to Cincinnati, it is moving faster and faster and we need to be ready and we are working on a plan for that.  Does it have any boundaries?  No, because ash is native from Canada to Mexico; wherever there is ash there is emerald ash boar.  There is no natural border that we know of that will stop it.  This is a picture I took in November 2005 in Ohio, that have been dealing with it and you can see all the trees with green leaves that are living trees other than ash, all the trees without leaves on them are ash trees and are dead.  This is what our streets will look like if we are not ready.   This is what our streets will look like if there are no ash, there will be no trees.  Diversity is key when we talk about tree plantings along our city streets, we have 10,000 trees we have inventoried (public and street trees) seven percent of them are ash, around 700 of those are ash and we will deal with 700 dead trees if this happens.  This is generally where the ash trees are according to our inventory.  The red stars are state champion ash trees and we have four of them.  When a pest does get here we will be quarantined in the county and township.  Ash debris will not be moved out of any township.  Thank you for your time and support.

President Jarboe:  Shawn, could you talk to us about your planning program along Main Street?
Shawn Dickerson:  Yes, we started removing the final batch of Bradford Pear Trees today.  We plan to finish that before the end of the week.  We are replacing the Bradford Pear Trees on Main Street with 25 other species.  Each block will be different and are matched to the buildings.  The (Bradford) trees and fruit draws the birds in as well.

President Jarboe:  Madam Clerk.

City Clerk Matlock:   Shawn, what is happening to the trees you are taking down, can they be replanted somewhere else?  

Shawn Dickerson:   Unfortunately, they can’t the tree wells are too small.   They will be ground up.

President Jarboe:  Councilman John.

Councilman John: Shawn I wanted to compliment you on a very informative presentation, there has been many times I have wondered what your department did, and it appears you are very busy and doing a good job.

Shawn Dickerson:   Thank you very much Councilman.

Councilman Melcher:  Who is cutting trees on 41?  

Shawn Dickerson:   It would have to be the state.
Councilman Melcher:  Aren’t they supposed to be part of this program too?  That is what we were promised.

Shawn Dickerson:   Currently, the Tree Advisory Board is working with the State to try to have a resolution of some sort.

Councilman Melcher:  Well if you look at it, it looks like a tornado hit them.  It doesn’t look like they know what they are doing; and they were suppose too, right?

Shawn Dickerson:   Well, we asked them to cooperate but we do not have any authority over the State.

Councilman Melcher:  Well I thought we had a signed agreement that they would work with us and honor our deal.

Shawn Dickerson:   Not at this time to my knowledge.

Councilman Melcher:  You might want to bring that up at your next board meeting and ask Mike Schopmeyer that, because I thought he told us that.

Shawn Dickerson:   Thank you Councilman.

Councilwoman Walden: Shawn, I thank you for the presentation, the report and the work you have done especially on Concord Blvd. with the Neighborhood Association, taking what had been a mess and returning it to the beauty it was.

Shawn Dickerson:   Thank you very much Councilwoman.  If anyone needs more publications I can provide them.  I would also like to mention in your packets you have information called “Your Yard Your Trees” that was developed by the Hoosier RC and D.

President Jarboe:  Thank you Shawn, I think your department does a really good job and I have seen you out and some of things you’ve done.  I think it is a big bonus we are planting two for one.

Shawn Dickerson:   Thank you very much.
President Jarboe:  Does anyone else have anything to bring before City Council under miscellaneous business?  Seeing none we will move to committee reports.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:  Chairman Bagbey – Nothing scheduled at this time.
FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Chairman John - Ordinance G-2007-2 will be heard on March 12th at 5:00 p.m.  F-2007-2 will be March 12, 2007 at 5:10 p.m.  Ordinance F-2007-1 will be heard on March 12th at 5:20 p.m. and Ordinance F-2006-16 is scheduled for March 19, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.
ASD COMMITTEE:  Chairwoman Robinson: Nothing Scheduled.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
_____________________



_________________________
Keith Jarboe, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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