
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 19, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 19, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Kiefer, John, Jarboe.
Absent:  Kniese
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by the Teen Advisory Council.                 
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the March 19, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL
Present: Bryan Ruder, Andrew Ritter, Kyle Isaacs, Aaron Dye and Caitlin Spear.
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Jacobs is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held March 12, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR MARCH 16th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for March 19, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held March 12, 2007.

*Resolution Docket C-2007-5.

*Ordinance G-2007-4.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Agenda.

*Media Release regarding Evansville Wins Award for Using Data Mapping.

*Notice of Port Authority meeting cancellation.

*Two Notices of Claim against the City.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:
*A Media Advisory regarding the Evansville Storm Water Task Force.

*A News Release regarding a Pothole Blitz.

*A copy of a letter from Jerry Kennedy, representative of Fickas Road Neighbors, to all 

  departments.

*A copy of a letter to Jerry Kennedy from Lori Reed, Executive Director of Habitat

  of Humanity of Evansville.

*A copy of a letter to Lori Reed from Jerry Kennedy.

*A copy of Wellness Wednesday.
President Jarboe: Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-4
PUBLIC WORKS (BAGBEY)

     
        KNIESE

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PLATTED RIGHT-OF-WAY, BEING A 12’ P.U. AND DRAINAGE EASEMENT WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS 220 EAGLE CREST DRIVE

President Jarboe:  Is there a motion to adopt the consent agenda as written? 
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So ordered.  
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF  ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2006-16

FINANCE

                              
            JOHN
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 

ORDINANCE F-2007-3

FINANCE

  


            JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROPRIATING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE PORT AUTHORITY OF EVANSVILLE

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Chairman John: Mr. President the Finance Committee met this evening and both ordinances come forward with a do pass recommendation. Ordinance F-2006-16 comes forth as amended.
Councilman John moves to accept the Finance Committee report and move these ordinances to third and final reading.  Councilman Bagbey seconds the motion.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
Council now stands at Third Reading of these Ordinances which is final action.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2006-16 (as amended)

FINANCE                             
      JOHN
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SEWER RATES AND CHARGES 

Councilwoman Walden moves and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2006-16 as amended. 

ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent: Kniese 
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2006-16 as amended is hereby declared adopted.
ORDINANCE F-2007-3

FINANCE

  


       JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROPRIATING AN ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE PORT AUTHORITY OF EVANSVILLE
Councilman Bagbey moves and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
F-2007-3.
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
Absent: Kniese 
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2007-3 is hereby declared adopted.
RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2007-5 (DOCKET)

  

SPONSOR: B.J.  WATTS

A RESOLUTION TO HONOR THE EVANSVILLE MATER DEI HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING PROGRAM
Councilman Watts: The Resolution to honor the Evansville Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program.  Whereas Evansville Mater Dei High School Wrestling Team has recently won its 12th Indiana State Championship; and whereas the Evansville Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program has established a tradition for hard work, team work and fan support; and whereas the City Council wishes to recognize the achievement and ability of the Evansville Mater Dei High School Wrestling Team Coaches, including Head Coach Mike Goebel and his staff; and whereas the City Council wishes to recognize the years of hard work and outstanding results achieved by the Evansville Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program.  Now therefore, be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana as follows: The City Council of the City Evansville on behalf of the residents of the City of Evansville hereby honors and recognizes Evansville’s Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program, including the 2007 Indiana State Championship Team for their outstanding achievements and in recognition thereof declares March 19, 2007, as Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program Day.
Coach Mike Goebel: I want to thank Councilman Watts for inviting us down tonight and for the great recognition given to our school program and these young men.  It has been a tremendous effort on their part to get to this level.  We are very proud that you honor us tonight.  I would like to thank all the Councilmen and Councilwomen for inviting and recognizing these young men.  I would also like to thank Senator Deig, Senator Becker, Representative VanHaaften and Representative Avery that have invited us to the State House.  Also, thanks to Congressman Brad Ellsworth who has recognized these young men by reading their accomplishments into the Congressional record.  It is certainly a proud time for us and we are very grateful to you for inviting us down tonight and for the proclamation of Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program Day.  On behalf of the Mater Dei High School Wrestling Program I would like to wish the Bosse Bulldogs the very best of luck and maybe you will have another group to recognize in the near future.  Thank you very much.

Councilman Watts: I hope you know how much, as a parent of a Mater Dei student, I appreciate the things you guys do, being in the gym on Sunday afternoons when you have better things to do, the way you carry yourselves means more to me than what you do on the mat.  What you do on the mat is exceptional, but the way you carry yourselves, the way you appear tonight, that is what burns a flame in the kids below you to carry on that tradition.  You have made Coach and all of Mater Dei proud.  Thank you very much.
President Jarboe: Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-5? 

Councilman Bagbey moved to adopt Resolution C-2007-5.  Councilman John seconded the motion.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

President Jarboe: Did everyone receive the E-mail from our attorney regarding the contract for televising the City Council meetings?  Is there any discussion?  Councilman Melcher.
Councilman Melcher: I don’t know if we will have it or not, you said there will be some sort of schedule on their website.  I still think the public needs to know when these meetings will happen.  I push that we need everything in this room on T.V.  Look at the schedule on how that can be done.  I like that we have a $25.00 decrease just by asking.  That shows that everyone else that tried to go on [T.V.] did not try to negotiate.  Just think what kind of a savings we could get if we tried to get everybody on, we might be able to go down more.  I applaud the people who are trying to get it down instead of jumping on board like everyone else.  
President Jarboe:  I would like to thank Councilman Kiefer, he and I had discussions with WNIN and Mr. Ziemer.  As far as televising, one thing we need to do is to put at the beginning of the meetings, “future broadcasts of this meeting can be found on the WNIN website;” because they do carry that on their website.  Our feeling was since most everyone has access to a computer, either through their own home or public libraries, we could get that out there.  Hopefully, we can continue discussions and get more things such as the newspaper putting it in.  I think it would be a good community service, because there are people out there that do want to see these meetings. Councilman Kiefer.  

Councilman Kiefer: Thank you.  I appreciate President Jarboe’s efforts on this; he did a lot work on this.  I think it was a good bi-partisan effort to work with them and get a discount.  Keith and I are still going to continue to do some other things to reach out in a non-partisan way to receive sponsorships to help offset the costs.  We still have some work to do, but I think this is a good start.
President Jarboe: Any other comments? 

Attorney John Hamilton: Do I have the direction of the Council to forward this to Kevin and the Board of Works for them to proceed?  It will be subject to approval by WNIN.

Councilwoman Walden moves and Councilman Watts seconded to move the contract forward to the Board of Public Works.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered. 

President Jarboe: We have one more miscellaneous business before us.  Would you like to step forward?  Please state your name and address for the record.

Janet Hart Jennings: My name is Janet Hart Jennings.  I live at 3029 Claremont Avenue on the Westside.  I am here about the red-light flashing east of Ohio Street.  When you are on Ohio Street and you want to go to the west, if there is a train there you are blocked for 15 minutes.  A red-flashing light had been ok’d by the City back in 1999 and it was ok by the CSX Railroad in 1999 to have that flashing light there.  So if you are coming from Vectren Parkway and you are going to the Westside, if there was a flashing light there you would just go on to the Lloyd Expressway and just keep on going.  The way it is now, if there is nothing there, you go down and get caught by the bumpers of the cars getting closer to you; that is a health hazard.  During the summer of 1995 there were five cars there and I was third in line, bumper to bumper, an old man got out of his car waiving his hands and I could see there was a problem.  Everyone else was in their cars with their air conditioners going, radios on and windows rolled up.  I got out of my car and went up there and his grandson was having an asthma attack.  I am a RN and I got his medicines together and got the kid calmed down and he was ok.  The man could not get his car out, he was hemmed in, and nobody cared or they did not realize what was going on.  Then the old man began having chest pains so I got his Nitro and got him calmed down.  That light is needed. They had no air conditioning and their windows were down, smelling all that unleaded gas and everything.  It’s not good.  What can you do as a City Council to get that light put in?   It’s been ok’d and we have been waiting since 1999.  

President Jarboe: Thank you.  Councilman Watts.

Councilman Watts: Janet we have talked with Kerry Kamp today and he has talked with CSX.  Anytime dealing with the railroad it is very difficult.  

Janet Hart Jennings: They came to our meetings several times; and it was their suggestion that we get a petition going, and we did.  I had over 400 names from Deaconess Hospital alone for that, and we knew it passed.
Councilman Watts: Their suggestion to us was to form a committee for a study if we needed a light, which we are not in favor of.  I talked to Kerry Kamp today and he thinks he has the money.

Janet Hart Jennings: They allotted the money back in 1999. 
Councilman Watts: Kerry Kamp thinks he has it in this year’s budget to go back and get this light put up.  He said a possibility, if everything goes well, with a September start date.  I will keep you apprised.  I know Councilman Jarboe has met with him.

Janet Hart Jennings: Ok. I thank you.

President Jarboe: Councilman Melcher, I know you have dealt with this for a long time.
Councilman Melcher: I think this falls back to a Traffic Engineer and we really don’t have one.  We have a consultant that we hire and he seems to keep putting this one on the backburner.  That is what he has been doing year after year, coming up with different excuses.  I have gone to Mayor Weinzapfel two or three weeks ago and he said he will check on this progress and email me.  It is really two lights.  We wanted one, but then it turned out to be two.  Somehow CSX, supposedly, has backed off their agreement.  They want some more money.  I have told the City, Pat Keepes and Ed Ziemer that we should not pay the money; our consultant should pay the money.  This comes up every month at the West Sector meetings.  It is almost a joke now, and it is permanently on our agenda.  We really need to move forward on this project.  It is a safety issue.  Semis try to turn around on Ohio Street to get back out because the train is going to be there for a long time.  The Police Department wants it, but they do not want to come forward with it.  We have been trying to work on it.  I do not know where else to go.  The Mayor is working on it for us right now.  I don’t know if they have contacted Councilman Watts here lately. I know this has been a pain, and if we had our own traffic engineer we would not have this trouble.  We have CMAQ money.  We had money to pay for the project.  In January 2006 it was supposed to be released, and for some reason it came off the state bid.  Our consultant could not find out anything until April; then he said CSX wanted another $20,000.  I am still trying to get answers.  We need to continue and have faith in the Mayor to move this project.  
President Jarboe: I promise you we will stay on top of this and get this moved forward with due diligence.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  If not, I would like to return to the Resolution Docket. 
President Jarboe:  Back to miscellaneous business.  Youth Leadership Grants, Councilman Watts.

Councilman Watts: The Youth Leadership subcommittee met today and you have on your desk this evening our proposed grants of $10,000.  We had $16,810 in requests and we had $10,000 budgeted.  The final column of the 2007 award is what your subcommittee came up with.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Any comments by any of the committee members?  

Councilman Watts move Councilwoman Walden seconded to move to adopt the Youth Leadership grants.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: Chairman Bagbey – We will meet on April 9, 2007 to hear G-2007-4 at 5:20 p.m.
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman John – Nothing scheduled at this time. 
ASD COMMITTEE: Chairwoman Robinson – Nothing scheduled at this time.
YOUTH SPORTS GRANT SUBCOMMITTEE: Chairman Melcher – We will meet Wednesday, March 21, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 301.  Council members are Steve Bagbey, Connie Robinson, B.J. Watts, Joe Kiefer and myself.  If you cannot be here, email one of us here.  
President Jarboe: Councilman Bagbey.

Councilman Bagbey: We have another high school which will be representing our great community at the Conseco Fieldhouse on Saturday in Class 3A, it is the Bosse Bulldogs.  If you follow the tournament the two closest games the Dogs had were against Mater Dei and Memorial.  They have blown out everyone else. We hope that Bosse can come back with their Fourth State Championship.  They need your thoughts and prayers.

President Jarboe: Any other comments by members of Council.  There will not be a City Council Meeting Monday, March 26, 2007.    
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Walden seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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