
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
APRIL 23, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 23, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Kiefer, John, Jarboe.
Absent: Bagbey
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Melcher.                
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the April 23, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL
Present: Caitlin Spear and Kyle Isaacs. 
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Hicks is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held April 9, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL 20TH h PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for April 23, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held April 9, 2007.

*Addendum to Ordinance F-2007-4.
*Ordinances G-2007-6, F-2007-5, and F-2007-6.

*Resolutions C-2007-8 and C-2007-9.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for April 17, 2007 meeting.

*2006 Annual Financial Report.

*Financial Reports for January, February, and March 2007.

*A News Release regarding AT&T deal to bring 565+ jobs to Evansville.

*A News Release regarding the Homestead Credit.

*A letter requesting to withdraw Rezoning Ordinance R-2007-8.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
*A News Release regarding Fair Housing Information.
*Storm Water Task Force Update from Michael D. Labitzke, P.E. of Clark Dietz, Inc.

*A Notice of Earth Day Celebration.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A Notice of Claim against the City of Evansville.

*A News Release regarding Joe Wallace hired as President of Growth Alliance for 

  Greater Evansville (GAGE).

*Resolution C-2007-10

*Resolution C-2007-11
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  G-2007-6

PUBLIC WORKS
    
                
      BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 

300-310 MAIN STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA.

ORDINANCE  F-2007-5

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

ORDINANCE  F-2007-6

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

RESOLUTION C-2007-8

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AN ORDINANCE OF THE VANDERBURGH COUNTY INCOME TAX COUNCIL ESTABLISHING THE PERCENTANGE CREDIT ALLOWED FOR HOMESTEADS FOR 2008 AND CASTING THE VOTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ON SAID ORDINANCE

RESOLUTION C-2007-9

PUBLIC WORKS

     

      BAGBEY 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE LEASE OF A PORTION OF THE METS TRANSFER TERMINAL

Is there a motion to adopt the consent agenda as written? 
Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So ordered.  
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF  ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2007-2 (as amended)
FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY ACTION REIMBURSEMENT

ORDINANCE  F-2007-4 (as amended)
FINANCE

                

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

RESOLUTION  C-2007-6

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Chairman John: Mr. President the Finance Committee met this evening and heard Ordinance F-2007-4 as amended and Ordinance G-2007-2 as amended and Resolution C-2007-6.  All come forward with a do pass recommendation. 
Councilman Melcher moved to accept the Finance Committee report and move these ordinances and resolutions to third and final reading.  Councilman John seconded the motion.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
Council now stands at Third Reading of these ordinances and resolutions which is final action.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2007-2 (as amended)
FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EMERGENCY ACTION REIMBURSEMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2007-2 as amended.
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent: Bagbey
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2007-2 as amended is hereby declared adopted.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  F-2007-4 (as amended)

FINANCE

     
            JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
F-2007-4 as amended.
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
Absent: Bagbey
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2007-4 as amended is hereby declared adopted.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION  C-2007-6

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET.

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-6? 

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2007-6.  
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Jarboe.

Absent: Bagbey

Councilman Kiefer: I think it is a great project seeing this building renovated.  I wish I could have been more involved with it, but with that I vote aye. 
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-6 is hereby declared adopted.
RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION  C-2007-10
(DOCKET)   
                        COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION URGING THE INDIANA STATE LEGISLATURE TO PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

President Jarboe:  I ask that the Madam Clerk please read the resolution into the record.

City Clerk:  A RESOLUTION URGING THE INDIANA STATE LEGISLATURE TO PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

WHEREAS, local property taxes have gone up substantially; and 

WHEREAS, the increases in property taxes have caused a financial hardship on homeowners who are elderly and/or on fixed incomes, causing some of them to be at risk of losing their homes; and

WHEREAS, the state legislature has taken action which has caused the increase in local property taxes such as the elimination of inventory taxes and by the restructuring of assessments; and

WHEREAS, the State has not provided local government with any alternative means of replenishing said loss of inventory revenues; and

WHEREAS, the appeal period for taxpayers to appeal their assessment expired prior to when the taxpayers received their tax bills; and

WHEREAS, the City Council is concerned that the taxpayers of the City of Evansville should be granted relief in the year 2007 from the substantial and sudden increases in property taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has no power to grant relief and therefore requests that the Indiana State Legislature take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, as follows:


1.
That the Indiana State Legislature take immediate action to grant property tax relief, or to provide local governments alternative means of replacing lost inventory revenue; and


2.
That the Indiana State Legislature take immediate action to extend the deadline for taxpayers to file appeals of their property tax assessments.

A copy of this Resolution shall be furnished to the Governor of Indiana, President Pro-Tem of the Indiana Senate, the Speaker of the Indiana House of Representatives, and to all area legislators.
President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Councilman John.

Councilman John:  I am sure that all of you have been following this over the past few months, with the new assessments coming out, and at the time that those were received no one was really sure of what effect it would have on the bottom line of the taxes we would actually pay.   There was one theory that although the assessments were going up that the rates would come down and the taxes would remain the same.  After the bills came out and after the deadline to file an appeal  we have discovered in many instances taxes have increased 40%, 50% sometimes over 100%.   It concerns me that many people are at risk of losing their houses through tax sale if they are unable to pay their taxes in a timely manner.  This problem was brought on, in my opinion, by two actions of the State legislature: one being the elimination of the inventory tax where they are shifting the burden from businesses to homeowners, residential property and business property; and the second part being the new way they are appraising the real estate.  We are just now feeling the effects of those two changes and what this resolution is doing is saying; “Hey State you’ve put us in this position, what can you do to help alleviate what is a major problem for many of our residents.”  We are requesting that they look at alternative methods of replacing the inventory tax that was removed, whether it is in that form or not, and that they extend the deadline.  I am sure there are a number of people that missed the deadline for filing an appeal that now after receiving their tax bill would like the opportunity to file.  I know there is a bill pending right now in the Legislature by Representative Crouch that it is extended, and there is legislation in the Senate trying to address this problem.  I encourage you, which I am the one that requested the attorney to draft this with the understanding I felt all Council members would feel the same way that I did, that we need some help if we can get it.  I present this to you tonight for your consideration as Council as a Whole.  If you do not want to participate, you have the opportunity to vote nay.

President Jarboe:  Councilman Kiefer.

Councilman Kiefer:  I want to thank Councilman John for initiating this because I think this is pretty critical.  I know there are a lot of people suffering, such as low income people.  One of the problems I’ve seen is that they used an out of state consultant that did the appraisals and applied them to everyone within a certain radius.  Somehow, something needs to be done to look at each home individually because each home is unique.  That is one reason we are getting all the tax increases on properties is because of the way it was appraised by this out of town consultant.  I am glad to see that you have initiated this and I whole-heartedly support it.  Thank you. 
President Jarboe:  Councilman Kniese.

Councilman Kniese:  I think you are exactly right.  The perception was that the increase in the actual tax that we would be paying was not in direct proportion to the increase in the assessment.  That is what was being told to everyone, that it would not be bad, it would be less.  That was the anticipation.  Some people anticipated having lower bills and I’ve had several calls on this, people very upset.  The way they do the assessment is more in line with what the majority of states are using these days.  It is the shock value, right now they are getting this huge increase.  I hope they will allow us to extend the appeal period.  A lot of people did miss it for one main reason, they were waiting to get their tax bill in, and they got them in too late.  I think it would help a lot of people to go through that; if nothing else but to help them understand why their tax bill is the way it is.  I would support that as well.  

President Jarboe:  Councilman John.

Councilman John:  I believe one of the reasons there was the assumption that they would not change, they were not taking into consideration the elimination of the inventory tax.  It shifts the entire burden.  We as homeowners are now paying what we didn’t use to pay. 

President Jarboe:  Councilwoman Walden.

Councilwoman Walden:  I ditto the comments that have already been made.  I also, appreciate this from the aspect of educating the community.  I know you have received the same phone calls I have from homeowners upset that they have missed the deadline, and have received their bill now and said, “Wow, I owe that and I can’t file.”   It’s important that taxpayers understand your taxes are a process of all governments and the layers of government that we have.  Let’s hope that the State will look at what the City Council is saying, this is what we are hearing from our local constituents and we are passing it along to you, we need to make some changes.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else?  I read the Courier on Saturday, April 21st, and it said “Events Add up to a Tax Storm.”   I don’t think it is a storm, I think it is a disaster, the things that have happened.  I had an opportunity Saturday to talk with some people that told me they actually stayed up all night because they were so worried about the possibility of losing their home.  “How could they afford a 100% increase in their tax bills?” Some cases are 300%.  It just amazes me.  I look at some of things in the article; “Legislators waited several years to implement the new trending process because they (assessors) wanted to learn how to do this.”  So we get caught in one year, with six years worth of trending.  Six years, we make six years up in one year!  That is too much to ask local taxpayers to do.  Another thing that Councilman John stated is the inventory tax, which is huge; and we are looking at the potential of losing the Homestead Credits, which will be another impact on communities such as ours.  It amazes me when I look at our legislators and they ask “how this can happen?”  Out of the 153 Legislators in Indianapolis how many have ever figured a local budget or have ever been in the process of local government, whether it is a School Board, Mayor, County Council any local level; only 58, one-third.  That tells me, they do not understand what we are going through.  How we have to operate cities and the impact of their actions.  Councilman John, I applaud you for this resolution.  Thank you.         

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-10? 

Councilman Kiefer moved and Councilman Melcher seconded motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2007-10.  
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent: Bagbey
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-10 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION  C-2007-11
(DOCKET)   
                                      COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION TO HONOR SHIRLEY JAMES

WHEREAS, Shirley James has been a civic leader and activist in the City of Evansville; and 

WHEREAS, Shirley James committed extensive time and service to the development of the Pigeon Creek Greenway and is widely recognized as the person most responsible for its development; and 

WHEREAS, Shirley James helped organize the Westside Improvement Association and served as its president for almost twenty (20) years; and 

WHEREAS, Shirley James led development of the Howell Wetlands, and volunteered her time and efforts to many other civic projects; and

WHEREAS, Shirley James devoted much of her life to the betterment of her neighborhood and to the improvement of the quality of life in the Evansville community; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to recognize the years of outstanding service given by Shirley James and her dedication, passion, and contributions to the City of Evansville and to its citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, as follows:

The City Council of the City of Evansville, on behalf of the residents of the City of Evansville, hereby honor and recognize Shirley James for her life of service and leadership, and for her numerous significant contributions to the City of Evansville and to the residents of the City of Evansville.

President Jarboe:  I asked for this to be drawn up.  There are a lot of people that have ideas, believe things and talk about things; and there are those who go out and actually do things and start things.  They are movers and shakers within our community.  Shirley was one of those people.  When she saw an injustice or something that needed to be done, she did it.  Sometimes she moved forward fast and other times she took the right path and moved the way she should.  She has done a lot for this community and I thought it was the right thing to do to honor her with this resolution.

Is there a motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-11? 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2007-11.  
ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent: Bagbey
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-11 is hereby declared adopted.

President Jarboe:  She will be missed.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

There will not be a City Council meeting on Monday, April 30, 2007 because it is a fifth Monday of the month.  There will not be a City Council meeting on Monday, May 7, 2007.  The next meeting will be Monday, May 14, 2007.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m.

Request for Withdrawal of Rezoning Ordinance:

In your packet you received a copy of a letter from Kathryn Schymik, representative of Timothy A. Mills, requesting to withdraw Rezoning Ordinance R-2007-8 for property located at 420 S.E. Riverside.
Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to accept the withdrawal of Rezoning Ordinance R-2007-8.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  
A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE VIRGINIA TECH COMMUNITY AND FOR THE RESPONSE TO THE EVENTS OFAPRIL 16, 2007

President Jarboe:  The recent events in Blacksburg, Virginia on the campus of Virginia Tech University, have caused loss and grief to all Americans.  Please accept our condolences, and know that our community shares in your grief and loss.  We wish to acknowledge and recognize the efforts of your university and civic communities, and to express appreciation for the efforts of the law enforcement, rescue agencies, and volunteers, and all those who have provided support to your community. 
We join you in remembering and mourning the outstanding students and professors who were lost or injured, and offer our condolences to their families, friends, and all members of your community.  We also express our admiration for the tremendous outpouring of togetherness and community support which has been displayed by the Town of Blacksburg and the Virginia Tech University Hokies.  We want you to know that our community is thinking about you and praying for your comfort and healing.  

I ask that all members of Council sign this letter and I would like to send copies to the Mayor, the Council and Virginia Tech University.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: Chairman Bagbey – On May 14, 2007, the Public Works Committee will hear Ordinance G-2007-6 at 5:20 p.m. and Resolution C-2007-9 at 5:25 p.m.
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman John – On May 14, 2007, the Finance Committee will hear Ordinances F-2007-5 and F-2007-6 and Resolution C-2007-8 beginning at 5:10 p.m. 
ASD COMMITTEE: Chairwoman Robinson – Nothing scheduled at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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