
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
May 14, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 14, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Shelby Edge

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the May 14, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Hessler is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held April 23, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR MAY 11TH PACKET:

· City Council Agenda for May 14, 2007 Meeting.

· Committee Meeting Schedule.

· Minutes of City Council Meeting held April 23, 2007.

· Ordinance G-2007-6, G-2007-7 and G-2007-8.

· Ordinance R-2007-10.

· Resolution C-2007-12 and C-2007-13.

· Area Plan Commission Staff Reports. 

· Area Plan Commission Minutes of the April 12, 2007 Meeting.

· Board of Zoning Appeals Report.

· News Release regarding the Mayor’s Traveling City Hall.

· News Release regarding the History Channel to Evansville LST D-Day Weekend.
· A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

· Area Plan Commission letter regarding Rezoning Ordinance R-2007-7.

· Bridges Out of Poverty Advisory Group invitation.

· News Release regarding Advisory of Public Hearing.

· News Release regarding McCurdy to be developed into Upscale Apartments.
· Biography of Baylee Bennett, Muscular Dystrophy Association 2007 Goodwill
Ambassador.
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2007-7 

ASD



             
 ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7.74 REGULATING THE USE OF BICYCLE HELMETS

ORDINANCE G-2007-8    
   
PUBLIC WORKS



      BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, COMMONLY KNOWN AS: PART OF 5545 VOGEL ROAD.  

RESOLUTION C-2007-13

FINANCE





JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT

ORDINANCE R-2007-10

TO APC      
     
                    
           R-1 TO CO-1

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2800 MORGAN AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
LARRY A. LaROY

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


TED C. ZIEMER IV, 

Is there a motion to adopt the consent agenda as written? 
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the 

Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So ordered.  
President Jarboe: We have a request from the petitioner of Rezoning Ordinance R-2006-16 to send this ordinance back to the Area Plan Commission with an amended Use and Development Commitment.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to send Ordinance R-2006-16 back to the Area Plan Commission.  Voice vote.  There being 7 ayes and 1 nay, motion carries.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2007-9
         FROM APC                   
        M-3 & M-2 TO M-1

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 600 – 800 N.W. SECOND STREET

PETITIONER: 
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

OWNER:

EVANSVILLE REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION/




AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

REP:


G. MICHAEL SCHOPMEYER

DISTRICT:

CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4 

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 10 affirmative votes.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to accept the Area Planning Commission report and move these ordinances to third and final reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Council now stands at Third Reading of Zoning Ordinances which is final action.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2007-9
         FROM APC                   
        M-3 & M-2 TO M-1

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 600 – 800 N.W. SECOND STREET

PETITIONER: 
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE

Maria Worthington: Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  I’m Maria Worthington of the Law Firm Kahn, Dees, Donovan, and Kahn here on behalf of American General Finance.  I have with me two gentlemen from American General in the audience, Clayton Powers and Jim Moore, back here to answer any questions.  This request for a rezoning is a down zoning from M-3 to 

M-2, a fairly uncomplicated request to facilitate the expansion of the American General campus.  We would like to answer any questions that you have for what we do believe is a fairly simple request.  So at this time we would like to ask if you have any questions.
President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Are there any questions by any members of council?  Is there anyone who would like to speak either for or against this in the audience this evening?
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt 
Ordinance R-2007-9 and call the roll. 
ROLL CALL;

Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance R-2007-9 is hereby declared adopted.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  G-2007-6

PUBLIC WORKS
    
               
       BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 

300-310 MAIN STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA.

ORDINANCE  F-2007-5

FINANCE

     
                      

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

ORDINANCE  F-2007-6

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

RESOLUTION C-2007-8

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AN ORDINANCE OF THE VANDERBURGH COUNTY INCOME TAX COUNCIL ESTABLISHING THE PERCENTANGE CREDIT ALLOWED FOR HOMESTEADS FOR 2008 AND CASTING THE VOTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ON SAID ORDINANCE

RESOLUTION C-2007-9

PUBLIC WORKS

     

      BAGBEY 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE LEASE OF A PORTION OF THE METS TRANSFER TERMINAL

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN:  Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee met and heard Ordinances F-2007-5 and F-2007-6 and Resolution C-2007-8 and all come forward with a 

do-pass recommendation.
PUBLIC WORKS:




CHAIRMAN STEVE BAGBEY: Mr. President, tonight your Public Works Committee met and heard Ordinance G-2007-6 and Resolution C-2007-9 and both come forward with a do-pass recommendation.
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading. Voice vote.  So ordered.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  G-2007-6

PUBLIC WORKS
    
               
       BAGBEY

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS OR PUBLIC PLACES WITHIN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 

300-310 MAIN STREET, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2007-6 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2007-6 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  F-2007-5

FINANCE

     
                      

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

F-2007-5 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Melcher: As I stated in the public hearing, I work at C.A.P.E. and I’m going to abstain from the vote tonight on this ordinance so I abstain.
There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays and one (1) abstention, Ordinance F-2007-5 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  F-2007-6

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Bagbey seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

F-2007-6 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2007-6 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2007-8

FINANCE

     
            

JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AN ORDINANCE OF THE VANDERBURGH COUNTY INCOME TAX COUNCIL ESTABLISHING THE PERCENTANGE CREDIT ALLOWED FOR HOMESTEADS FOR 2008 AND CASTING THE VOTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ON SAID ORDINANCE

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-8 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-8 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2007-9

PUBLIC WORKS

     

     BAGBEY 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE LEASE OF A PORTION OF THE METS TRANSFER TERMINAL

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-9 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-9 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2007-12 (DOCKET) 



COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH

President Jarboe:WHEREAS, the City Council is aware that May is National Bike Month; and

WHEREAS, the bicycle is an environmentally sound form of quality family recreation, exercise, and  transportation; and WHEREAS, many citizens of Evansville experience the joy of bicycling through educational events, community events, helmet promotions and safety awareness, and charity rides; and WHEREAS, Bicycle clubs, schools, companies, and civic groups throughout the nation will be promoting bicycling during the month of May; and WHEREAS, May has been declared National Bike Month for more than fifty (50) years; and WHEREAS, the media can educate the public about bicycle safety by providing tips about bicycle safety to both bicyclists and motorists; and

WHEREAS, the Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization offers many useful safety tips in the pamphlet “Safe Biking: What You Need to Know For Safe Bicycling.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1.
The City Council recognizes May as National Bike Month;

2.
The City Council encourages all citizens of the Evansville Community who support bicycling to participate in National Bike Month events and to ride safely.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2007-12 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-12 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

Baylee Bennett – Goodwill Ambassador for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

President Jarboe:  Is Miss Baylee Bennett in?  They must have left.

President Jarboe:  It has come to my attention, I received a phone call and I know Councilman Bagbey received a phone call over the weekend about the new fireworks law that has gone into effect this year.  I’ve asked Mr. Hamilton to look into the new state law.  I’ve also asked for input and talked with Chief Hill and Chief Zuber today to get some information and see what they would like to do with this and how they feel it’s best for our community and how they can best enforce an ordinance, so we may have something coming forward.  And as always, I would appreciate everyone’s input in this.

Councilman Melcher:  I do have a question.  There has been concern about them firing them at three o’clock in the morning and at midnight.  Whatever we do, I would like to see some times put on them.  Also, there have been concerns about business people coming into Evansville and going into a business and it’s closed down just for thirty days.  They’ll move in there for thirty days just to sell the stuff, but who is regulating…I don’t know if that’s us, the state, who’s regulating the inventory.  If this business is in the middle of a neighborhood residence and it catches on fire, how big of a hazard is that?  I mean there are a lot of issues here with this fireworks thing.  And this has come up many, many times in the past.  
President Jarboe: That’s why I called the two chiefs, the Police Chief knowing that they are going to be the ones enforcing this with tickets or whatever that needs to be done and the Fire Department because of the very issues you are talking about, Councilman.  John, when did this come out?  Was it last week?

John Hamilton:  Yes, I think on the last day of the bills they past.  Basically, I haven’t been able to go through it.  I just got a copy of it today.  Basically, it allows local governments to pass ordinances regulating it with certain exceptions.  I think there is around a ten day period around July 4th and then New Year’s Eve, but even those are certain hours.  I think you still can regulate after certain hours even on those dates and then you cannot do anything more lenient than what the state has done.  I’ll research that and get some guidelines.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business from members of council?  Councilman Bagbey.

Councilman Bagbey:  A couple of things.  One, on the fireworks where two large vendors in this community who also rent out satellite places and for the past two or three years these two businesses have done 95 percent of the fireworks sales.  Second, I want to congratulate those winners in the 6 percent primary.  Let’s hope that those of you who run for public office in November ….. I realize that it wasn’t the most exciting race ….(INAUDIBLE)
Councilman Kiefer:  Ask B.J. if it was exciting.

Councilman Bagbey:  The third thing I would like to say is I would like to thank the Mayor and Councilman Jarboe and Councilman John and the Redevelopment Commission for the exciting news about the McCurdy.  It is very exciting to see the McCurdy will be rejuvenated to its illustrious glory of the 20’s and 30’s and when the book comes out; you will see some passages about the famous McCurdy.  Thank you.
Councilman John:  And how much is that book and where can we get it?

Councilman Bagbey:  Well, I don’t know if we’ll make the deadline of October 18th or not.  We’ve got the last rewrite and I would say Herb Marynell has done a nice job.  As a matter of fact I emailed him back, and I said “Herb, Herb, finish it, finish it.”  He wrote back “patience Bags, patience”.  So the McCurdy will be mentioned in there and I think this is a great thing for downtown Evansville because it not only creates jobs, keeps jobs, brings taxpayers into Pigeon, it brings voters into Pigeon but we’re also going to take care of our residents.

President Jarboe:  Thank you, councilman.  Anyone else on council?  Councilwoman Walden.

Councilwoman Walden:  Thank you.  Two quick things:  Yes, Councilman Bagbey, every vote does count and so I certainly hope that people do continue to exercise that right to vote.  I should clarify, Councilman, I don’t know if you have had as many people as I have come up and say “Well, you mean you’re still going down there, you’re still working?”  I say, “Hey, we’re there till December so you can keep kicking us around”.   But, I couldn’t let the bike ordinance pass without just a real quick story my Mom has told for years.  I wish my Dad had been here to vote on this tonight because Mom has told for years about the day that he decided that he would do his part for the Bike Month in 1970 and he rode his bicycle, strapped his briefcase on the back with a clothesline, and I would have been about three and my brother was an infant, rides down to the old Central High School, and Mom receives a telephone call later that afternoon.  “Meet me at the corner of First Avenue and Columbia.  I can’t ride all the way back home”.  So Dad, this one’s for you.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you, Councilwoman.  

Councilman Kiefer:  Mr. President, since we’re telling stories, I’d like to brag a little bit.  My son’s Memorial High School Team won the City Championship in track and also the SIAC Title.  First time ever for Memorial High School for the boys to win and the boys and girls team did it together as well.

President Jarboe:  Well, congratulations.  Does anyone else have anything to bring up under Miscellaneous Business this evening?  Seeing none, the next meeting will be Monday, May 21, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. with committee meetings beginning at 5:10 p.m.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman John: I’ll be that 5:10 meeting and we’ll hear Resolution C-2007-13. 

ASD COMMITTEE: Chairwoman Robinson: Mr. President, your ASD Committee will hear Ordinance G-2007-7 on May 21, 2007 at 5:15 p.m. 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: Chairman Bagbey: Mr. President, On May 21, 2007 the Public Works Committee will hear Ordinance G-2007-8 at 5:20 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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