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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

FEBRUARY 7, 2005

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 7, 2005 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana with President Bagbey presiding.  The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript.  Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

If you are here in anticipation of the landlord/drug ordinance or whatever it is called, it will be on first reading only.  We will have no discussion on the ordinance.  We will accept no debate on the ordinance.  We will have the committee hearing on Valentines Day at 4:50 p.m., Chairwoman Councilwoman Robinson will be hearing that, and that will be the beginning of the process.  There will be no second and third reading on said ordinance on that night.  So if you’re here for that, feel free to come back on Valentine’s Day 

ROLL CALL:

Present:        
Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) member absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, the President declared this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Stephen Melcher led the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the February 7, 2005 meeting of the Common Council. 

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience that would like to be recognized?  Obviously, we have some people here for either Journalism or Government Class.  If you need any additional information, if you don’t want to come up and go on the record this evening, that’s fine.  I understand.  Contact the Clerk here and we’ll take your names and get whatever documentation you may need.

SCHOOL: _________________


NAME: ___________________

President Bagbey: I thought at this point we were supposed to have the Youth Drumming for the Lord presentation.  We’re going to have a little program before we get into the matter of our meetings this evening and then Reverend Nixon is going to be talking to us under Miscellaneous Business.

Sonya Nixon:  We would like to thank the City Council for inviting our new group here to perform before you as a part of the celebration of Black History Month.  The name of our group 

is called Drumming for the Lord.  I’m Sonya Nixon and these are students throughout your city.  If you could share you name with them and tell them what school you go to.  My name is…all inaudible

Sonya Nixon:  The drums that we are performing on are called Jimbe drums, an African drum.  Back before the middle passage, they called them speakers.  I’m introducing a concept where our young people are introduced to both sight reading and intertwining rhythms with sound.  We have Clinton who is going to be our soloist on the Conga drums.

Sonya Nixon:  The information that was passed out to you regarding our group here, we’re asking for your support.  If you have any future investive rights for our group to perform at, we desire a building, we desire lease for grants.  We know there is a lot of budget cuts this year, but if there is some lease that you could get us, we have a contact phone number on our brochure.  Thank you for your time and patience.

President Bagbey:  Thank you.  A job well done.  Thank you guys very much.  I’m always envious of people that have talent.  I couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket.  I really am envious.   We have new Teen Advisory people with us tonight.  Councilman Kniese.

Councilman Kniese;  Thank you.  I have Jamie Riedford, a freshman at Memorial.

Councilman Jarboe:  I have Lauren Diaz.

Councilman Watts:  Miss Sarah Elizabeth Schopmeyer, former student as well as Lainie.

Councilman John:  I have with Elizabeth Korb who is a senior at the Signature School.

Councilman Kiefer: I have Lainie Stone who is a freshman at Memorial.

Councilwoman Walden:  Actually, next week we should let you introduce yourselves, but tonight I’m pleased to have Mitchell Mosbey and he is sophomore at North.

President Bagbey: Welcome.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Mark Perry is Sergeant at Arms.

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2005 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held January 24, 2005 be approved as written. 

Voice vote. So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 4TH PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for February 7, 2005

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from City Council Meeting held January 24, 2005.

*Ordinances G-2005-5, F-2005-1, and F-2005-2.

*Resolution C-2005-3.

*A Report from the Evansville Vanderburgh County Commission on Sexual and

  Domestic violence.

*Copy of a letter from Berger and Berger.

*Copy of letter to Mr. Diamantides and Mr. Feton from Premier Properties.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Agenda from the Board of Zoning Appeals.

*Annual Report from the Parks Department for 2004.

*Eastview Neighborhood Newsletter.

*Copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly. 

*A letter to Gregg LaMar from the Apartment Association of Southern Indiana, Inc.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the 

Minutes of the meeting?  

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to receive, file

and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2005-5

ASD     



  
ROBINSON     

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15.150 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE CONCERNING REAL ESTATE USED FOR ILLEGAL USE OR SALE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, GAMBLING, PROSTITUTION, OR A NUISANCE. 

ORDINANCE F-2005-1

FINANCE



      
     JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS. 

ORDINANCE F-2005-2

FINANCE                   

                JARBOE     

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS OF FUNDS WITHIN A CITY DEPARTMENT.

RESOLUTION C-2005-3


FINANCE               

                 JARBOE     

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR REHABILITATION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES. (HABITAT OF EVANSVILLE)

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice Vote. So Ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS  

ORDINANCE G-2005-4

ASD (ROBINSON)



  MELCHER      

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A COMMISSION ON HOMELESSNESS IN VANDERBURGH COUNTY AND THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE

RESOLUTION C-2005-1

ASD 





  ROBINSON      

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE HOUSING TRUST FUND

RESOLUTION C-2005-2

FINANCE       
        

      
       JARBOE     

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR THE PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1301 READ STREET (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN CONNIE ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, your ASD Committee met tonight on Ordinance 

G-2005-4 and Resolution C-2005-1 and they come before you with a do-pass recommendation.


FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN KEITH JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: Mr. President, Finance Committee met this evening on Resolution 

C-2005-2 and it comes with a do-pass recommendation. 

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the committee reports and move these ordinances and resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2005-4

ASD (ROBINSON)


MELCHER      

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A COMMISSION ON HOMELESSNESS IN VANDERBURGH COUNTY AND THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Melcher seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2005-4 and call the roll.

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2005-4 is declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2005-1

ASD 




           ROBINSON      

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE HOUSING TRUST FUND

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2005-1 and call the roll.

Ayes: Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-1 is declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2005-2

FINANCE       
        

      
      JARBOE     

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR THE PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 1301 READ STREET (PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.)

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2005-2 and call the roll.

Ayes: Kniese

Councilman Melcher:  I would just like to say that this is the first time since I’ve been on the Council that we’ve took our rules and didn’t follow the rules we had and I thought we set the scoring system so we could be consistent and all that could hold up in court and we wouldn’t have any problems about anything, but I also know that three years tax phase-in over the eight, they’ll get more off the first three years and that’s probably critical and that’s probably why they went to that.  I just hope we’re not setting something where we’re going to start doing that with every tax abatement and I’ll vote aye.

Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, Jarboe, John, Kiefer, Bagbey.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2005-2 is declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

President Bagbey: First under Miscellaneous Business, Mr. Bob Stephens and the Domestic and Sexual Violence Report.

Bob Stephens:  Good evening Councilmembers.  I’m Bob Stephens, President of the Evansville-Vanderburgh County Commission on Domestic and Sexual Violence.  I’m here this evening to present our annual report to you.  I believe that each of you have that in your packets for the meeting tonight.  Just a couple of points, this is the tenth year now that the commission has been in existence to do what we can to eliminate domestic and sexual violence in our community and 

once again we have 17 agencies working together to try to address this problem in our community.  One of the things that is noted in the report is that we produced a brochure on 

protective orders that is new this year.  There have been some changes in the laws regarding protective orders and this brochure has been provided to law enforcement personnel as well as the women’s shelters to help victims understand how to obtain a protective order and answer questions that they might have about that.   In addition to that we continue to do some training and education in the community on these issues and we plan to focus a little more on sexual assault and sexual abuse in the coming year as we haven’t given that as much attention as the domestic violence issue.  We also provide a code of ethics this year and had each of our members sign a code of ethics which basically is just a statement asking them to conduct themselves in according to acceptable moral codes in their personal and professional life so that they’re living and leading the kinds of things that we’re promoting on the commission.  Other than that, I really didn’t have anything else unless you had any questions.

President Bagbey:  Does anyone on council have any questions or comments?  Anyone in the audience?  I guess not, sir.  Thank you very much.

President Bagbey:  Pastor Nixon.

Pastor Nixon:  Hello everyone.  I come to excite you today.  Thank you very much.  I’m here for a reason and the reason is it’s about HYPE (Helping Youth Promote Education).  How about Helping Youth Promote Evansville.  What you just saw earlier is some of the young people that will probably take on those steps in promoting Evansville in this new coming.  We know that Vanderburgh County is a part of this overall structure and the design is to grow, but what good is it if we grow without the ones sitting next to you and the ones you just heard performing.  Those are our new performers in the Victory Center and the Victory Building.  They will be performing.  I would love to go see these young men and women do what they do best.  One of the greatest things I would like to say to you is that they were able to announce their education.  They was proud to speak about the school they go to.  They wasn’t afraid.  And I guarantee their grades meet that overall dilemma.  They have good grades.  If they did not have good grades, that is what we would work on and try to provide them with the institution of learning.  This is something that you want to learn.  I think the biggest key about education is learning what our children is all about.  Am I looking at the future of the City Council sitting next to you?  Am I looking at the next Mayor, Governor.  There are so many opportunities, but I think what we have done today is given the opportunity for young people who probably grade is no higher than a six.  That is called talent.  I do believe that a lot of that was given down to us by him above.  But you have talents.  And Ms. Nixon, I will say my wife, and I’m proud of her, is being able to work with young women and young men like that.  I think that is an example saying that the City Council is not just standing and not just sitting.  They’re enabling opportunities to come before them.  I think that is the greatest part about being in the City.  What’s the greatest part about the growth of the city?  It’s the HYPE.  We need a little bit more HYPE.  I would like to see more signs in the schools when kids walk into the schools and say “how was your day”, “have a great day”, “I hope you passed that test”, instead of just the lights dimming.  And when they leave, there is nothing but an empty box again.  One of the greatest creation is being able to find out there was a creation.  Then there was man, then there was woman, and better known words called wo-man.  What about young men and young women.  This is a prime example of the individuals who are going to sit here when you leave.  If there are no individuals sitting here, then I think I need to leave the world because I can’t handle robots and computers telling me and 

making decisions for the city and for the betterment of the people who live in the city.  I believe that these young minds that you just saw is the HYPE of Evansville.  I thank you and I believe that each one should reach one in order to teach one.  Therefore, we all can survive and be successful in life.  The key is do we believe in what we see or are we just steady listening for the hearing.  If you hear the sign, they don’t have to say anything.  You heard the drums.  I think they say enough.  Thank you.

President Bagbey:  Thank you.  That’s a pretty tough act to follow.  Does anyone else have anything under miscellaneous business?  

Councilman Watts:  I’ve been appointed to the Solid Waste Board and they moved their meetings to 2:30 on Tuesday and I’m not going to be able to make those.  The first meeting is tomorrow.  I don’t if there would be somebody available at 2:30 on the first Tuesday of the month.

President Bagbey:  Did the County Commissioners move it to that time?

Councilman Watts:  It’s 2:30 and I don’t get out of school until 3:00 so it would be….and in most cases it would be over before I could get there.

Councilman John:  Probably because it’s right before there meeting.  They meet at 3:00 now instead of 5:30.

Councilman Watts:  Yeah, and we always met right before the Commissioners meeting on Monday.

President Bagbey:  Any Volunteers?

Councilman Watts:  We can check, but if none of us can make it, I don’t know if it has to be a council member.  Maybe John could check.

Clerk Matlock:  Either that or … does it have to be a council member or do you want.

Councilman Watts:  It’s the three Commissioners…

Councilman Melcher:  It was Gail, myself, and you.

Councilman Watts:  I would assume it’s a council member, but I don’t know.

Councilman Melcher:  Everybody that sits on it is an elected official.

President Bagbey:  Counsel John Hamilton will research that and track me down tomorrow and let me know what is what.

Councilman Jarboe:  I would not be willing to take it on for a permanent basis because I have enough committees that I sit on, but if you need someone there tomorrow, I believe my schedule will allow me to sit in tomorrow only if we representation on that board.  

President Bagbey:  Let’s let John do his research.

Councilman Watts:  Some times they do have trouble with the quorums.  

President Bagbey:  Steve, are you still there?

Councilman Melcher:  No, I was the City Council appointment.  Technically, the ordinance say “designee”.

President Bagbey: See, I thought both of you served on there.  I really didn’t know.  There’s definitely a difference in philosophy.  Let’s do some legal research and …  Anything else?  

Councilman Jarboe:  I got a call last week from Commissioner Musgrave continuing on with the cameras and it is the intention of the County Commissioners to move their cameras here and I know that they have split the times between the County Council and the County Commissioners and I believe they are going to take two meetings each.  I did tell them that I would bring that information that they discussed at the meeting.  I couldn’t commit, I won’t commit and I know that council’s wishes are that we do all meetings or no meetings and I relayed that one more time, and I also indicated to Commissioner Musgrave that the $200 per hour is a real stumbling block.  I know how they’re financing it, I don’t know how they’re going to finance it beyond this year because they are financed only through November and they’ve not indicated how they’re going to finance it beyond this year.  I’m just bringing the information back.  

President Bagbey:  Mr. Hamilton, would you do some research on …I know the Building Authority has the power to put the cameras in here, but whether or not the city will be to one of the better term looking at their minutes, I will give these to you.  There may an attempt to kind of coerce the city into this camera arrangement.  I’ve made it very clear that unless all meetings are covered, unless someone is paying the fee at $200 per hour, because the city taxpayers will not be paying the fee.  And if you take a look at that and do some research.  I realize that we went to a different arena and political philosophy and I’m not saying who’s right and who’s wrong, but I find it very humorous that meetings start when most people can’t attend yet we’re worried about spending taxpayers dollars and putting it on television.  That’s a problem I have.  If you’ll guide me through that then we’ll go from there.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Yes Jeff.

Councilman Kniese:  Madam Clerk to all the Council members a letter I sent to Mike Diamantides of Premier Properties and Mr. Frank Feton the Manager of Target Greatland.  I hope to hear back from all individuals this week.  Mr. Diamantides did call me late this afternoon.  I left my cell phone number so it’s easy for them to get a hold of me.  With a few tweaks of the management out there and how things are handled, I truly feel that we can come to an agreement, that the neighbors will be satisfied and the businesses that occupy that space out there can live within the request that we’ve made.  They are very minor I think, in the overall scope of things, so I hope to report back, hopefully as soon as next Monday, to this body of what the steps are going forward.  I will be make this body aware of what steps have been taken to correct the problems out there and I would appreciate everybody’s support on city council as we move forward with these requests.  

President Bagbey:  Anything else?  Anybody here Country and Western Fans?  There was a great friend of the city of Evansville that passed away Sunday in Mexico.  His name is Merle Killgore and Merle lived in the Nashville/Manchester Tennessee area.  In modern times he is known as the manager of Hank Williams, Jr. and he has written all kinds of hits.  When you say your prayers this evening, say one for Merle.  He loved this community and he had a great time here and he was a great friend we will all miss him.  Other than that, Finance Chairman Jarboe.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE CHAIRMAN  

                                                                              JARBOE

Councilman Jarboe: On February 14, 2005, at 5:05 p.m. we will hear Ordinance F-2005-2 and on February 14, 2005 at 5:15 we will hear Resolution C-2005-3 and on February 14, 2005 at 5:20 p.m. we will hear Ordinance F-2005-1.

ASD CHAIRWOMAN







 ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: On February 14, 2005 at 4:50 p.m. we will hear Ordinance G-2005-5 we will only hear it.  It will remain in committee.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 






   MELCHER

Councilman Melcher: Mr. President your Public Works is staying dark at this time.  Nothing scheduled. 

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

___________________



PRESIDING OFFICER

__________________

CITY CLERK
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