
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
June 4, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 4, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.
Absent:   

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Walden.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 4, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening we had no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held May 21, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 1st PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for June 4, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held May 21, 2007.

*Resolution C-2007-16.

*2007 Financial Report for the Evansville – Vanderburgh Levee Authority.

*News Release regarding the 2007 William L. Brooks Hospitality Award.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Reminder about Traveling City Hall Meeting.

*EMC Quarterly Operations Report for February, March, and April 2007.

*Responses to the Bicycle Helmet Ordinance.
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2007-16

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE–IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT (AT&T MOBILITY LLC) 5101 VOGEL ROAD
Is there a motion to adopt the consent agendas as written? 
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So ordered.  
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-7 

ASD



             ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7.74 REGULATING THE USE OF BICYCLE HELMETS

RESOLUTION C-2007-14

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE GRANTING A WAIVER OF NONCOMPLIANCE FOR AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR HILLIARD LYONS BUILDING CORPORATION (LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET)

RESOLUTION C-2007-15

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE –IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET (HILLIARD LYONS)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



Chairman Curt John: Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee met and heard Resolutions C-2007-14 and C-2007-15 and both of these come forward with a do-pass recommendation.
ASD COMMITTEE:




Chairwoman Robinson: Mr. President, the ASD Committee met and heard Ordinance G-2007-7 and is being held in committee indefinitely.
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move these Resolutions to Third Reading. Voice vote.  So ordered.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2007-14

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE GRANTING A WAIVER OF NONCOMPLIANCE FOR AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR HILLIARD LYONS BUILDING CORPORATION (LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2007-14.
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-14 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2007-15

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE –IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/ REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 110 MAIN STREET (HILLIARD LYONS)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2007-15.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Robinson, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

There being (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-15 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

President Jarboe: I spoke to everyone about the Task Force they are putting together for the City’s low-income households.  I will read letter I received from the Mayor.  The City of Evansville wants to study the issue of an affordable housing for the City’s low-income households.  To do this I am proposing the creation of an Affordable Housing Task Force that is inline with the Indiana Code 5-20-5.  Under Indiana Code 5-20-5, five of the eleven members of the Affordable Housing Task Force are to be appointed by the City Council.  The Indiana Code 5-20-5.18, five members appointed by the legislative body of the eligible entity to represent the community at large, members appointed under this subdivision must be nominated to the legislative body after general call for nominations from township trustees, community development co-operations, neighborhood associations, community based organizations and other social service agencies.  We did advertise for that.
John Hamilton: This did appear in the newspaper; and the City Council you are again making a general call for nominations to any of these agencies.  I believe in the Public Notice you asked they be submitted to the City Clerk, Alberta Matlock, no later than 4:00 p.m. June 8th, this coming Friday.  

Jarboe: We need to have the task force appointed by the 13th.  As of right now, I have four names that have been submitted.  
Councilman Kiefer:  Any ideas on how long the task force will be in place; is there a timeline that the Mayor or others are looking for?  I may have some people in mind, but if it is a one or two year duration that might be more time commitment than they have available, if it is a six month commitment that may be something they would do.  

President Jarboe:  I think our plan was to take the task force once it was appointed and then roll it over into a committee.  That way we already have our appointments.  They would be from ground zero starting out with a task force, so it would be a long appointment.  

Kiefer: Inaudible

President Jarboe: Any other questions?  Our next meeting is the 11th so we will still have time to get those appointed before the meeting on the 13th.  I believe the meeting is at 10:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s office, we will need to get those appointed by next Monday.  Next on miscellaneous business, Miss Ella McKinney would like to speak to the Council.

Ellen McKinney:  I am Ellen McKinney and my address is 350 Hesmer Road.  My name is Ellen McKinney and I am here to support the passage of mandatory helmets for bicycle riders.  Before I explain why this is important, let me tell you I am doing to help the children of Evansville ride bicycles safely.  Tomorrow morning I have organized a Bicycle Safety Day at the Evansville Boys & Girls Club.  I raised money to buy 150 helmets to be given away free to those attending the event.  I am doing this as my Girl Scout project towards my achievement of the Gold Award, the highest honor given to a Girl Scout.  Beyond the helmets I will have members of the Evansville Police Department giving safety demonstrations.  We will also teach bicycle maintenance and other valuable tools for bicycle riders.  The goal of this event is to teach safety for kids under the age of 16 when riding their bicycles.  Why am I doing this?  It is the same reason that I am here asking you to pass the ordinance for mandatory use of helmets for bicycle riders under the age of 16.  It will save lives and avoid serious injuries for our youth.  Please let me explain why this is important.  There are 85 million bicycle riders in the United States according to the Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute.  In the most recent year of published data 784 of them died of injuries suffered in accidents.  Two-thirds of those deaths are from traumatic brain injury and half of those deaths are children under 15 years of age.  Nearly, all 97% were not wearing helmets.  Of cyclists with serious injuries only 13% were wearing helmets.  In another survey more head injuries requiring hospitalization were from bicycles than baseball, football and all other sports combined.  Would you permit football players to not wear helmets?  Of the estimated numbers of injuries from bicycling, which were 534,883 over half were in the age group of five to fourteen.  Direct costs of cyclist injuries due to not wearing helmets are estimated at $81 million each year.  Indirect costs of cyclist injuries due to not using helmets are estimated at $2.3 billion each year.  Helmets are cheap; the typical discount store prices are from $10.00 to $15.00.  As I mentioned to you earlier I raised money to give 150 helmets away free tomorrow morning at the Boys & girls Club to deserving children regardless if you pass this ordinance.  Why should you pass this ordinance?  Already 19 states and the District of Columbia have helmet laws applying to young bicyclist.  A nation wide survey demonstrates that laws increase the probability of a young rider wearing helmets.  Bike accidents cause more kids to wind up in hospital emergency rooms more than any other sport.  In fact, kids ages five to fourteen get hurt more often than bikers of any other age.  Everyday about 1,000 kids end up in hospital rooms with injuries from bikes; like broken bones and brain concussions.  About one kid everyday dies from these injuries; others suffer lifetime problems like brain damage.  John Hopkins Injury Prevention Center reported in a separate study that hospitalized bicyclist with head injuries are 20 times more likely to die as those without.  Bicycle injury rates are highest among ages five to fifteen and death rates are highest ages ten to fourteen.  The typical bicycle accident for this age group occurs within one mile from their home.  According to Safe Kids USA, a national organization concerned with all factors affecting children, bicycle helmets have shown to reduce the risk of head injury as much as 85% and the risk of brain injury by 88%.   Helmets also provide substantial protection to the forehead and mid-face.  They estimate 75% of bicycle related fatalities among children could be prevented with a bicycle helmet.  Safe Kids USA reports that various studies have shown that bicycle helmet legislation to be effective at increasing bicycle helmet use and reducing death and injury.  One study demonstrated that five years after passing of a mandatory law bicycle related fatalities dropped by 60%.  Another study reported that bicycle helmet use by children ages 14 and under was 58% greater in a county with a fully comprehensive bicycle helmet law in a similar county with a less comprehensive law.  Please join me in reducing the risk of death and injury from bicycle accidents by passing a mandatory helmet ordinance.  Regardless of your decision this evening I will be providing the free helmets tomorrow morning with the Evansville Police Safety presentation at the Boys & Girls Club.  I hope I can tell the kids that this someday will be the law.  Thank you for allowing me to speak. 

Councilman Watts:  I am very, very impressed.  I thought you handled yourself very well up here.  I applaud you, one for coming, and two for what you are doing tomorrow.  I think the goal of this Council is right inline with what you are doing.  Our goal is to raise awareness, if nothing else comes from this I think we have taken a step in the right direction.  It may be in the forefront of people’s minds.  I think our concern is, should it be a law or should we call to raise awareness to everyone.  I have two little boys, one is nine and one is four, so certainly it is fresh in my mind.  The fact that you are here is very impressive, job well done.  
Councilman Kiefer:  Ellen, I want to echo Councilman Watts…you know, you should be very proud of yourself for raising money to help provide 150 helmets.  That is very good and I applaud that as does the Council.  During your talk, you were talking a little bit about your Girl Scouts position and trying to achieve some kind of award, could you elaborate on that award? 

Ellen McKinney:  It is the Gold Award, which is the highest achievement for Girl Scouts.  It is a leadership award.  You have to put in 60 hours of leadership; community service; and career exploration; and learn things about yourself that helps out in the future.  

Councilman Kiefer:  Congratulations on that effort and I am sure you will do well.  Thank you for coming tonight.
Councilwoman Robinson:  I would like to commend you for your leadership ability and most of all for caring about people that are less fortunate.  That is one concern I had about this ordinance is how it would affect low-income parents that would not be able to pay for helmets.  I want to thank you for taking that under your helm.  

President Jarboe:  If we had 100 Ellen McKinney’s, we would not need a law about bicycle helmets because we would have people out there doing what we are trying to accomplish, which is put kids in helmets.  I had some of the same concerns that Councilwoman and some of the other members have echoed, and the community.  Great job, you should be very proud of yourself and I know your parents are very proud of you.  
City Clerk:  We worry about what is happening to our younger generation, we would not have to worry anymore if they were all like you.  Keep up the good work and just keep passing all that love around.  

President Jarboe:  Is there any other miscellaneous business from the Council?  Is there anyone in the audience tonight that would like to speak under miscellaneous business?  

Councilman Watts:  Bryce Brown of Harrison High School was two-time State Champion in Track.  He is something special; he is an Olympic caliber athlete.  He is an impressive representative of Evansville.

President Jarboe:  Joe actually called me Friday after he had won.  I was getting live updates.  Please state your name and address for the record.

Martin Perry:  Martin Perry; 811 Madison Avenue.  I am a resident of the 4th Ward.  First and foremost I want to commend you on what you are doing; I have been involved in youth sports since I have moved to Evansville.  I have always tried to set a positive example and I always want to see youths doing the positive thing.  I hate to argue the fact of what she is saying about the bicycle helmet [ordinance] being passed into law.  I want you to consider what I am saying as a resident of the 4th Ward, I have a 17 year old and 12 year old in the house.  My 17 year old got his drivers license a year ago.  He has been pulled over by the Evansville City Police Department ten times in the last year.  I am afraid if this helmet law becomes a law that it will end up targeting our children of the 4th Ward.  I say this, because I see this on a daily basis.  I have filed complaints with the Internal Affairs Department.  My son was handcuffed on Election Day, detained at the age of 17 for no reason.  I have yet to receive an answer from Internal Affairs on who the two officers were.  He did not receive a ticket, he was not taken to jail and if I am not mistaken there is a law that is you detain a minor that the parents must be made aware of it.  All he was doing was walking down the street.  My concern is if this becomes a law, we will have worse relationships in the neighborhood with the Police because it’s going to give them the ability to give a seven or eight year old a ticket.  Where the seven or eight year old lives those parents cannot afford to pay a $25.00 ticket.  I know it will be the officer’s discretion but what if the kid is like six feet tall and 240 pounds, where they feel he is a threat and they have to put him in handcuffs.  That is an issue we have to look at as parents and elected officials.  If you pull the stats we have a major issue going on as far as police relationships in the 4th Ward.  I would not be down here if it were not for my son being detained on Election Day.  Not only was he detained after the officer took the handcuffs off and found out how old he was, the officer in turn asked, “Did you vote today” being sarcastic.  So yes, as a tax-paying citizen one who represents the children, I’ve got an issue.  We need to look at it from every angle before it is decided if it’s made a law or not.  We need to make sure that the people who are administering the law are upholding the law themselves.  That is something we have to look at.  Ten times in a year?  If we talk about safety in the 4th Ward, I have spoken to several Council members about it; I have rats as big as poodles running through my yard.  If we talk about child safety; on every block in my neighborhood there is an abandon house that has weeds growing to the top of the house.  Where old tires sit because landlords are not pressured to clean their property cut the grass.  Just about 67%, just a rough number, of the houses that are rental properties are not up to fire code.  We have lost children in this neighborhood because of things like this.  So if we want to talk about safety there are other issues in the 4th Ward, besides a bicycle helmet, that we need to discuss as parents, council members and as a City.  If the City is so concerned about y children safety about the children I love in my household about the children I love that I coach that I mentor on a daily basis that I and my wife try to set an example for there are a lot of other issues that need to be addressed about the 4th Ward.  A lot of these people cannot afford to buy a $10.00 or $15.00 bicycle helmets, and I understand in some neighborhoods that is not a problem.  I have problems paying my own bills in the 4th Ward, so the last thing I have on my agenda to pay $15.00 for a bicycle helmet or ticket.  If I get two tickets that goes up to $50.00, that’s the way it is written.  I applaud this young lady, for what she is doing; but as apparent I have to look at this from both sides.  I don’t want children harassed; I don’t want an avenue opened where they say I can pick this kid out because he does not have a bicycle helmet on, and see what is going on with this kid; put this in the system at 12 or 13 years old.  I don’t think any child should be put in the system unless they absolutely need to be in the system at the age of 12 or 13 years old.   Some of these kids grow big, the officer may think this is a 16 or 17 year old child on this bicycle…let me see what is going on with him.  One child staying at my home was given a jay-walking ticket in a residential neighborhood.  On the police cars it says “in partnership with the community” the reason I am here tonight is because I feel there is no partnership with the 4th Ward and the Police Department.  I feel there is no partnership at all.  If I cross Highway 41 and I go look for abandon houses with grass standing up, I don’t see it; if I look for them pulling kids over walking down the street having a good time on a sunny afternoon when there is nothing to do I don’t see cops harassing the kids on the other side of 41; but I see it everyday in my neighborhood.  I am against passing this law until it is looked at from every angle to make sure it is fair.  For not only people that live in the 1-5 or 1-6 zip code, but for the people that live in the 1-3 zip code, this has to be fair for everyone.  I do not want this to be an avenue to harass our children.  
President Jarboe:  Any questions or comments?

Rob Melton:  My name is Rob Melton; I live at 318 Tyler Avenue.  Like everyone else I think you did a wonderful job.  If a lot of the younger folks were like her, and especially get out and vote we may not have a lot of the issues we have right now.  I am a father too.  I don’t know how many of you here had bicycles when you were little and I did and I had a ton of wrecks.  My kids have had a ton of bicycle wrecks, they get scratched up but they are ok.  I think it is odd that the State of Indiana won’t make a man wear a motorcycle helmet, but you want kids to wear bicycle helmets. Secondly, I have been very frustrated with the property tax situation in Southern Indiana.  I know a big part of Evansville’s budget is funded with property taxes.  I went through past minutes, and several of you have used the words “fiscally responsible” and then the budget goes up ten to eleven percent last year.  To me that is not fiscally responsible.  I did not get an 11% pay increase.  My question is did you look at the Mayor’s budget…did any of you go through it to see if there was anything that could be possibly cut?  As far as affordable housing, I own a couple of rental properties.  In the last five years I have not raised the rent for a couple of elderly folks, you are going to start a task force to look into affordable housing….what do you think people that own property are going to do when their property tax goes up?  They pass it to the people, that evidently you are concerned about, that cannot afford it.  My question is again, how many of you have looked at the Mayor’s budget that was increased ten or eleven percent over the past year?
Councilman John:  I will be happy to answer that.  I think that you would find that every Councilman goes through the budget.  Many of us go through it line by line, not only on each line item for expenditures, but each line item for expected income.  Unfortunately, this year we are facing increased health care costs.  We have been hit this year with extremely large expenses that we had no control over.  The State says this is what you are going to do and you do it.  You asked do we scrutinize the budget; the answer is yes we do.  

Rob Melton:  I don’t have any reason to doubt you, but my family is also been hit with healthcare costs.  The difference is the government has the power to tax.  If my taxes increase I have to cut my family spending, I don’t have a choice.  I just can’t believe the millions of dollars going into the City that there could not have been some type of cut.  We had to increase the budget ten to eleven percent.  My family does not have a choice; if property taxes go up we have to pay it.  My spend-able income goes down.  My property taxes have increased by double digits every year the last five years.  I have called the State and talked to Phil Hoy, he says it you guys.  A lot of you tell me it’s the State.  So it’s somewhere in the middle.  What I do know is the City’s budget gets funded from the property taxes.

Councilman John:  A portion of our budget does, we have the general fund which is on the property taxes.  We also do almost all capital improvements and capital expenditures out of our local income tax of which we switch a lot of that over to help reduce property taxes and give it back as a credit.  Our major projects are funded through the riverboat funds.  We are one of the lucky counties to have that help fund roads, streets, sewer projects and most capital improvement projects.  Maybe there is a little blame on both sides, with a new way to assess properties.  It was State legislature to eliminate inventory tax on business, it all hit in the same year, and this is the year when its all shifted over to real estate owners.  It was not an action the City Council took.  If you take a look at our general fund budget everything we spend out of property taxes goes to salaries, wages and benefits, about 80% are controlled by bargaining units, collective bargaining agreements with the Police Department, Fire Department and Teamsters.  
Rob Melton:  What about the departments that have surpluses at the end of the year?

Councilman John:  It rolls back over and taken into account the next year, when determining how much is needed.  Our budget is set on an 18 month period; we figure out where we are at July 1st of each year, and project what the expenditures will be for the last six months of the current year plus what we need for the following year; and we do the same for our income estimates.  When we subtract the income estimates from the expected expenditures; it shows what needs to be raised through property taxes; if it has not been funded through the riverboat fund or the local option income tax.
Rob Melton:  Well again though, what do you do about the departments that have surpluses at the end of the year?  Again, that is a sign that people have been overtaxed.

Councilman John:  No, it rolls over the next year and that is how much money less we have to raise to meet the following years expenditures.  It’s not thrown away or wasted on something; it’s called reverting back to the fund it was appropriated out of and is taken into account.  If you have $100,000 coming back into a particular account and you need $1,000,000, you only have to raise $900,000 because you have $100,000 of it back.  

Rob Melton:  So that department would be receive less for that year?

Councilman John:  Once their budget ends and that money has not been spent and it’s not encumbered or committed to a contract it rolls back into the fund it was appropriated from and taken into account the next time you figure your budget as income that is there, you would not have to raise through other means.  
Rob Melton:  I don’t see the numbers that you do; but a ten to eleven percent increase over prior year spending to me is heavy.  I didn’t get that much of a pay increase and I don’t think anyone out here.

Councilman Bagbey:   The other part of this situation is a county known as Lake County filed a lawsuit against the State of Indiana dealing with the property assessment.  On Friday I had a conversation with one of our State Representatives, very similar to what you are griping about, and I share your complaint, because we nine get blamed.  In the Lake County court decision, which went to the Indiana Court of Appeals and the Indiana Supreme Court, Lake County was told to do certain things.  State Legislature, Republicans and Democrats, held it up until what we are paying today.  The inventory tax and the reassessment that came from the court decision.  Lake County does not have local option income tax, a wheel tax, and have recently gotten riverboat and they have a tax mechanism that is fairer.  Everything in Lake County was on the property tax, so guess who gets all the burden; it’s all the other 91 counties when the court decision is passed.  You have two actions coming together in a collision when Mr. Ziemer came on board in 2004 he could pave a mile for $35,000 and now it is $85,000 a mile.  The Evansville Police Department have not come back to this Council for one doggone dime, neither has Fire, to run their equipment.  They are trying to do everything they can do within their budget, just like you do and I have to do.  Also, something has to give, because they cannot continue to pay $3.25 for a gallon of gas either.   I wanted you to know that part of the component.  A lot of people forget about that lawsuit…it changes the whole world as far as the State of Indiana is concerned.  
Rob Melton:  I don’t know anything about that…you guys see the numbers.  The numbers that I know that are factual, is that here locally the property taxes have gone up double digits for the last five years, that is what I was told.  Mine has averaged 15% for over the last five years, each year.  

Councilman Bagbey:   You live in Knight and so do I, so does that Councilman and so does him.  Nobody has taken a double digit hit until this year.  

Rob Melton:  Mine has.

Councilman Bagbey: Well then you have a problem that you need to take.

Rob Melton:  I have filed an appeal.  The extra revenue is coming in, based on the numbers and people I have been talking to.  I don’t know too many people that have not gotten a double digit tax increase.  As far as some lawsuit in Lake County I have no idea what you are talking about, I didn’t read about it.  In real numbers I know my property taxes along with several others have gone up double digits spending has went up 11% and I don’t see the numbers.   I don’t have a choice, I have to cut back my spending or someone will come and take my house.  

Councilman Bagbey:  We have given our employees a three percent pay raise for I don’t know how many years.  That is all they get.

Rob Melton:  That is above the national average.
Councilman Bagbey: 2.9 is the national average, they get three percent.  They have increased the cost of their health care; we have asked them to do that.  We have cut benefits.  We have laid people off in certain areas.  This Mayor and this Council has done everything it can do on the property tax.  Now, my lot went from $5,000 to $35,000, because I sit up here even though I am leaving in December, I cannot appeal it, I have to sit there and take it because I am an elected representative.  I don’t remember an 11% increase in the budget.

President Jarboe:  The maximum was three percent. 
Councilman Bagbey:  There was not an 11% increase in the budget.  Am I incorrect?

Councilman John:  If there was it could not have been in the property tax budgets.  There may have been some additional projects in the riverboat fund or some bonding fund.  It could not have been in the general fund.

Councilman Bagbey:  Okay.  

Donna Jones Thornton:  My name is Donna Jones Thornton and I live at 402 Maxwell.  I would like to commend this young lady.  I am absolutely not opposed to bicycle helmets.  I have seven grandchildren and we never take the bikes out without the helmets.  I am opposed to a law that says they have to be used.  I feel like that is putting government too much into my living room.  Also, I would like to add that I have worked in poor relief for 30 years.  I know many families in the 3rd Ward, the 4th Ward, and the 6th Ward that are multiple children per bicycle.  It doesn’t matter if these are given out there is not going to be enough for the people that need them.  I think it will turn into a court issue for the parents.  Then you will also have in the age bracket of 13-16 that even if Mom and Dad buys them, they will go around the corner, cause they look funny, and they will take them off.  Then they will be tied up in the court system.  I just feel that it is taking the decision away from the parents to take care of their children and families safety.  Safety awareness; yes…push hard for it.  Make things available.  Maybe we can monitor what she is doing.  Open up awareness.  Make them free.  I do not feel right that it is right to have a law to tell me that I have to do that.  

President Jarboe:  Any questions?
Chris Politono:  My name is Chris Politono and I live at 4204 Hunter’s Trace.  I am an Occupation Therapist.  I have dealt with head injured children and adults from bicycles.  I think it goes a little too far, brings it into the living room.  I do think what this young girl is doing is great.  I commend the Council for recognizing May as National Bike Month and the recognizing the safety programs that are put through the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  I had a Sociology Professor in college…he wanted to remove all children from their parents homes and have them raised by the state.  Sociologists would have them raised based on research of the social scientists.  Regular exercise and nutritionally balanced meals would be given to the children.  These regimens would be based on the best science has to offer, utilizing the analysis, research and statistics.  Likewise, the children would be socialized using the best psychology and sociology has to offer.   That sounds ridiculous but a lot of people in that class agreed with that professor.  Rule of the few over the many is not a new ideology.  Socrates put forth similar ideas, which were recorded by his student Plato in his dialogue on the Republic.  Wherein, he advocated that city and state needed to be ruled by philosopher kings.  The philosopher kings were deemed by him to be the best thinkers, and therefore should rule over those who did not know how to best rule themselves.  I have been motivated over the last couple of years to relearning the principles of our government and what it is founded upon.  One of those principles is that people have liberty and they are capable of self-government.  I wish I were standing here about a different issue.  Issues involving children are very emotional.  Nobody wants children to get hurt.  I think Councilman Melcher should be commended for his concerns for the children.  However, the principle behind the issue still remains the same; people and parents are capable of self-government and family government.  When government predominates upon issues of personal freedom and family governments it creates a slippery slope resulting in further, further domination by the civil government.  This creates multiple problems.  It brings inordinate power to the civil government, it makes criminal of its citizens by criminalizing common issues, and it strips the exercise of self-government from the people. Also, listening to some of these other folks it adds another burden to the Police Department with additional costs when they already have other things to work on.  I urge the City Council to vote against this ordinance and uphold the principle that citizens can govern themselves.
President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Any questions?

John Small:  My name is John Small.  I live at 8505 Whetstone Road.  I am an avid bicyclist; I have been riding a bike for 60 years.  I do not leave home without my helmet.  I would hate to see a law passed that would require helmets.  I think if the Council is really interested in promoting bicycle safety it would take another look at the EUTS plan that we presented to the Council in the year 2000.  It provided for safe passages, East to West, and North to South routes through Evansville.  It connected to existing bicycle routes.  Cyclists would feel safer riding these routes; more cyclists would take these routes; drivers would become more aware of seeing them on the road and become more aware of all bicyclists in all neighborhoods.  I think that would be a better approach to approving bicycle safety in Evansville. 

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Any questions?

John Bassemeier:    I own a motorcycle and wear a helmet.  I work at a business on the eastside and you have children that come in with parents and we tell them we have a nice place for children to play here and almost every time these really upscale parents will check out where their kids will be out of sight for a couple of minutes.  Where I have my old fire station, 3rd Avenue and Clemmons, I can tell you what will happen there are that kids will not wear the helmets; their parents won’t care if they wear the helmets and if the Police bring their children home and they get a ticket…the mother might kick the generic vodka bottle out of the front of the house and slap their kid.  I’ve seen children in that neighborhood smoking at ten years old right in front of their parents.  There is no law that will straiten this out.  It is an intrusion on our freedom; and I have the freedom to wear a helmet.  My children would wear a helmet.  I think it is wonderful that people are interested in other people wearing helmets and being safe, but I am concerned with the government intrusion.  I can tell you in the real world the first gentleman that spoke about harassment…I remember when I was eight or nine years old you had to have a license plate on your bicycle, you were arrested or taken home.  Now, none of that takes place.  Of all the things I see that the police need to take care of and protect and serve like they say is not going around harassing children that look funny, don’t dress well or be a temptation to the police to give them a hard time.  It is not going to work in places that you would pass this law.  It’s not going to work.  My name is Joe Bassemeier.  I live at 5515 W. St. Joseph Road. 
President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Any questions?

Doug Briody:  My name is Doug Briody and I live at 839 Stall Court, 1st Ward.  I am an attorney and bicyclist that rides nearly every day in the week.  I never leave my house without a helmet.  My two year old daughter, whom I am teaching to ride a bicycle, never leaves the garage without a helmet.  She has fallen on her head once and thankfully had the helmet on to protect her.  I like the gentleman that spoke earlier had many bicycle mishaps as a youngster.  A helmet would have kept me from getting several stitches in my head.  I think it is certainly within the purview of the Council, the legislative body of the city, to regulate the health, safety and morals of our community.  That is something our Constitution, both the U.S. and Indiana Constitution reserves for our legislative branches of government.  I certainly commend the board for raising awareness about this issue for our community.   I think we have started a lot of valuable discussion.  I am in favor of everyone, regardless of age, to wear a bicycle helmet.  However I think the ordinance proposed has issues with the enforcement.  I have a written statement authored by Darlene Wefel, President of the Evansville Bicycle Club; it was written by her individual capacity and not representing the Bicycle Club.  I would like to distribute it to the Council.  I don’t want to read it into the record at length.  I am also here tonight as a representative of a new organization forming called the Miles Ahead Coalition, dedicated to increasing awareness and advocating on behalf of bicycle safety issues in the community and alternative transportation issues in the community.  At the heart of our mission statement, “increasing the safety on the street for all users, not just motor vehicle users, but bicyclist pedestrians, mass transit users.”  Bicycling is becoming a more accepted form of transportation, especially with the rise of gas prices.  There are a number of people that ride bicycles, not because of a matter of choice but because they have no other means of transportation.  Particularly, folks who are not on or near city bus lines.  If you take the time to read over Ms. Wefel’s statements that relate to enforcement.  Resources of the cities Police Department would be better served in enforcing the state laws that are already on the book, which require all vehicle users including bicyclists, to abide by the rules of the road, to share the road with one another.  There are a number of steps to be taken in terms of education and awareness, such as posting “Share the Road” signs on existing street signs.  I want to commend the Mayor and Council for adding bike lanes on the Oak Hill Road improvement project.  Ultimately, what we would like to see is a partnership between the City, Local County, local school system and law enforcement agencies to increase awareness, improve safety for all users.  Increasing awareness by use of the signs and perhaps inviting individuals not wearing helmets to come to safety functions to watch a video to see the need and benefit of wearing helmets.  Perhaps, we could encourage local healthcare agencies and insurance representatives to provide a bike safety rodeo more than once a year.  Certainly work in partnership with organizations like the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and other youth organizations.  I want to commend the Council for bringing this issue to light to encourage public discussion about it.  I hope we can make our streets safe for all users.  
President Jarboe:  This is one observation.  I ride a bike a lot, and ride a bike early to work in the mornings.  You are right education community wide…because there are a lot of people out there.  If I could tell you how many times people yell at me to get on the sidewalk, when I have the right to the road also.  I believe it is education.  I believe there are some things we as a City could do.  I think as a community, some of the organizations you talked about…The Fire Department started the Survive Alive program and started teaching the kids not to burn at an early age, we found that later on in life they were the ones that this was a learned habit.  They actually in a lot of cases saved their parents from fires.  So I think the earlier we can teach kids about bike safety the better off the community will be.  Some of the things you talked about could become a real reality, hopefully in the near future.  

Doug Briody:  Certainly there would be costs of enforcement with the proposed ordinance; I think some of those costs could be better used elsewhere, such as with signage.  I would like to point out that as a parent my children mimic what they see me doing, and so if I wear my helmet they will wear their helmet.  I think we should reach out not just to the kids but to the parents.  I think the idea of making parents responsible for their children’s actions has a lot to be said for it, I think some education and awareness need to be directed to the parents as well.  Hopefully they then would enforce those rules in their own home and we would no need an ordinance like this to do so. 

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Any questions? Anyone else in the audience?  See none.
The next meeting will be Monday, June 11, 2007.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:15 p.m.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN

Re: Resolution C-2007-16    


A Resolution Confirming a Property Tax 


Date:  June 11, 2007



Phase-in for AT&T Mobility LLC
Time: 5:20 p.m.




Notify: Gregg LaMar & Julie Gorman


ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing schedule at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN STEVE BAGBEY

Nothing schedule at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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