
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
June 11, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 11, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Koehler Walden, John, Jarboe.
Absent:   Robinson, Watts, and Kiefer.
There being six (6) members present and three (3) members absent and six (6) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Bagbey.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 11, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening we had no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held June 4, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 9th  PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for June 11, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held June 4, 2007.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2007-11, R-2007-12, and R-2007-13.
*A list of Neighborhood Association Presidents.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A letter from Ellen Elpers, Chair of MHS Senior Weekend Committee,

  thanking city council for a Youth Leadership Grant.

*A memorandum from Senator Bob Deig regarding Legislative Property Tax Relief.
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE R-2007-11

TO APC      
     
               
     R-3 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 603 E. MARYLAND STREET

PETITIONER: 
RONALD SCHNEIDER

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


STEVEN L. BOHLEBER 

DISTRICT:

STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3 

ORDINANCE R-2007-12

TO APC      
     
               
     R-3 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 423 S.E. SECOND STREET

PETITIONER: 
SECOND OAK, LLC

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


MARCO L. DeLUCIO 

DISTRICT:

CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4 

ORDINANCE R-2007-13

TO APC      
     
               
     M-2 TO R-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2708 CLAREMONT AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
SHERRY FETTERS

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME 

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6
Is there a motion to adopt the consent agendas as written? 
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice Vote.  So ordered.  
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2007-16

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE–IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT (AT&T MOBILITY LLC) 5101 VOGEL ROAD
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



Chairman Curt John: Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee met and heard Resolution C-2007-16 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Resolution to Third Reading. Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2007-16

FINANCE



            JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE–IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY AND FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT (AT&T MOBILITY LLC) 5101 VOGEL ROAD

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-16.
ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Kniese, Bagbey, Melcher, Walden, John, Jarboe.

Absent: Robinson, Watts and Kiefer.
There being six (6) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2007-16 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

There will not be a meeting on Monday, June 18, 2007.  The next meeting will be Monday, June 25, 2007 at 5:30.  

President Jarboe:  The next item under miscellaneous business is the appointment of the Affordable Housing Task Force.  I asked for nominations to be submitted to the Clerk and we received five.  They are Lori Reed, Jeff Stratton, Daphne Robinson, David Cosby and Luzada Hayes.  Those were the only five that I received, so with that, I would entertain a motion.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Bagbey seconded the motion to accept the nominees for the Affordable Housing Task Force. Voice vote.  So ordered.

President Jarboe:  They will be notified; thank you.  I received a letter from Mayor Weinzapfel, which I will read.  “Dear Keith, Our community is facing a big decision about the future of Roberts Stadium.  The stadium has seen its share of history since it was built more than 50 years ago, but now is showing signs of its age.  What happens to Roberts is incredibly important to our community.  We need to decide whether to renovate or build a new facility that will take us into the future.  Gateway Consultants has been hired to help us determine the future of Roberts Stadium and the presence of a multi-purpose arena in our area.  They will look at whether renovations will support present and future events and attractions, or whether a new arena would better serve our needs.  I am asking City Council to appoint one Democrat and one Republican to join the Roberts Stadium Advisory Board, which will provide feedback to our consultants throughout the needs assessment process.  This board will be made up of representatives of the business community, city and county government, neighborhood organizations, community activists, the University of Evansville and the University of Southern Indiana.  The first meeting of the Roberts Stadium Advisory Board will be Wednesday, June 27th, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. at Roberts Stadium.  Sincerely, Jonathan Weinzapfel, Mayor.”  Since we do have a meeting on the 25th I would ask that anyone that would like to submit a name for consideration do so, so that we can consider those at the June 25th meeting.  That will give us time to give notification.  

Councilman John:  Councilman Bagbey I know that you have been involved with this since the very beginning, would you like to continue?  

Councilman Bagbey:  Yes, I would. 

Councilman John:  I would like to see Councilman Bagbey remain on that committee.  

President Jarboe:  We will go ahead and do a voice vote for Councilman Bagbey as the Democratic Representative.  Voice Vote. So ordered. Councilman Bagbey you will be our Democratic Representative.  Councilwoman Walden if you will please contact Alberta or myself with a recommendation, and we can vote on that at the next meeting.  Make them aware that June 27th at 5:30 p.m. will be the first meeting.  

Paul Abramson:  I am Paul Abramson; I live at 1217 North Third Ave.  I thank you for the opportunity to speak with you.  This is the first time I have been to a City Council meeting, although I have seen you on T.V.  This morning I was very angry; and then I thought what can I do to try to improve this particular situation?   I promise I will be brief.  I bought my first house about a year and half ago.  It is on a very narrow lot.  All of these houses were built between 1895 and 1915.  The two houses just north of me were abandoned for what ever reasons; and took a very long time, were finally torn down this year.  There is two vacant lots there.  About three weeks ago I had a pink tag on my front lawn…I called weed control that day.  I got this letter about a week and half ago.  I sent a short letter last week and went to the GIS webpage to show the aerial view that my property line does not extend that far behind my house.  Anyway my complaint is not so much…they need to take care of weed control it is very important, but this is kind of…it is a very harsh letter.  I don’t know how other cities do it, but to me it’s like welcome to the community, were gonna put a lien on your property.  I highlighted here where it says “if you don’t reply within 30 days a lien will be placed on the property.  It is very threatening.  To me I am telling you my perception.  My intention is, what do we need to do?  Evansville is such a nice city.  I am mostly from the west coast.  This is such a nice town and then I… my other dealings with the city have always been positive when I have come down and needed to do things.  This seems so strong…unsafe premises…maybe you see these kinds of letters all the time, I don’t.  I try to keep the lawn mowed, though I sometimes am traveling.  Anyway my neighbors and I are just poor folk…anyway I would like to ask the city to consider maybe as a first notice to someone telling them here is what is expected or something a little less legal.  I spoke to a man today, Greg, in code enforcement and I asked him how many of these letters go out and he said thousands.  It’s gonna go out to people like myself that do not have a lawn care service, but are trying to take maintain their property.   Please consider this.  It seems very harsh, it’s very threatening.  I don’t know what the fine is, but for most of my neighbors…the two houses next to mine got torn down.  
Councilman Bagbey:  John is this basically statute language?  

John Hamilton:  This is a legal notice and most of this language is required to satisfy the due process requirements in order for the City to take the next step.  

Councilman Bagbey:  Paul did you hear that response?
Paul Abramson:  Yes I did.  I heard that response, and Greg told me the same thing.  If this is the initial letter to go out, the tone seems to me guilty until proven innocent.  It makes a person feel powerless.  There is another part of this story I did not mention.  I sent this short letter last week and you can see my joke, “Dear Weed Control Tsars...because they seem to be taking themselves pretty seriously…I cut down a small tree , it was not on my property, and a couple of bushes on the other side of the fence, when there was a fence there…does this satisfy?  I had not heard from the City so I called in.  The young woman hung up on me, so I called back and I hung up on her….I was wrong to do that but I was angry…like I said, it was later when I thought about it.  It seems to me that what this letter does to a number of people…it helps to set up an antagonistic situation.  If these words need to be spoken, is it the first thing that someone needs to hear?  Does that make sense?  

Councilman Bagbey:  I share your pain, but as a Councilmember the grass is an issue we all have to fight.  The thing that does bother me though, we had an employee hang up on you.  I know we are humans.  I am looking at the Mayor’s Assistant in the audience, and she will definitely address this for you.  Someone will be getting back to you on that issue.  I don’t how you get around the statute which we have to operate by.  
Paul Abramson:  What it made me think of, is that they must have already been upset or gotten angry calls from other people.  That is where I got to later is the reason she was already…you know…why are you calling, just cut your grass; whatever it was she was thinking.  My thinking was, I think you are judging me wrong for the property that is adjacent to mine.  Last year I took care of the property the same that I am this year, but I didn’t get a notice then.  It seems to set up a situation where it is antagonistic.  They have to send this out to thousands of people, but does it have to be the first thing someone receives or could there be a cover letter with what is expected.

Councilman Bagbey:  I can’t answer that.  Mrs. Young is in the audience, who has heard our conversation and my guarantee there will be some type of response back to you.

Paul Abramson:  The people in Code Enforcement have a hard job, all they hear are complaints, and are like the Police they are seeing people at their worst; and if there is a way to lessen that?  There must be a way to do this that is less threatening.  That’s the way I interpreted it.

Councilman Bagbey:  Obviously whether it was this or a letter for a bad check the language is basically the same that I have seen.  Yes, it may not be as friendly as you need it to be but the State statute that we have to operate to get to those people who are not as caring or not as conscious as you are, we have to have something that tries to get their attention.  I will guarantee you will have a response tomorrow.  I apologize on behalf of the City; somebody that we are paying has a bad day.  

Councilman Melcher:  Basically, you don’t get the tag until your grass is nine inches high.  Also, after is gets nine inches high it can be triggered by a neighbor.  We don’t have enough people to patrol every street.  Chances are somebody reported your house.  They put the tag out there with information that gives you a week to cut it.  They have to come back out the second time, and have to take a picture of it and then they go back to see who the owners are.  Half the time the grass is cut within the week.  So by that time it is 11 or 12 inches high if we had rain.  Once it hits nine, once someone files a complaint, you get a tag, you get a week.  Then after the week they come back out they will take a picture find out who it is and then you will get this letter.  We can’t control that, the City Attorney says it has to be this way.   If you got the tag then you would have had a week to do this.

Paul Abramson:  Well I called the number that day and asked and I verbally told that person that I believe I am being blamed for the property that is north, just adjacent to mine.  These lots are very narrow.  I believe I am trying to maintain the premises.  I may get fined and as far as I can tell I am not guilty of this.  I understand Councilman Bagbey said certain people need stronger methods to let them know, but many people don’t.  
Councilman Melcher:  But there is nothing we can do, the law says we have to do it this way; if we don’t it will take longer.  If you thought it was not yours you could have taken a picture they could have matched it with their picture, and you would not have gotten this.  

Paul Abramson:  That is why last week I sent this.  You can see the grid and from my understanding I am responsible for that six to twelve inches and that is all I am responsible for on the north side.  The rest of it… the next two lots north, since they are vacant lots yes it is overgrowing a foot to foot in a half tall, so that is true for those lots, that is not my property, not my responsibility as far as I know.  
President Jarboe: Any other comments?  Is there any other miscellaneous business?  Yes, Councilman Bagbey.
Councilman Bagbey:  Approximately in January or February, Mr. Hamilton drafted an amendment to the billboards ordinance that we have debated many times.  I notified you about some of the problems that were developing dealing with pre-existing signs and the lack of fairness in developing of the monopoly when people needed the sign for their income if they bought property.  I have had two businesses come forward and explain that concern.  The ordinance then went to Area Plan; Area Plan for some reason, which I quite don’t understand, wanted to form another committee to go back and look at the billboard sign and I was asked to sit on that committee and I refused.  I sent a message back through Mr. Hamilton…we have beat this thing to death.  There is just a slight change that I would like to see placed in the ordinance to be fair, to everyone.  What I am asking tonight Mr. Hamilton, is there anyway to contact the Area Plan and tell them we would like to have that back or whatever that procedure would be and bring it forward to City Council for an up or down vote.  
John Hamilton:  If that is the desire of Council I can convey that to Joe Harrison, Jr. that member of Council does not wish to participate in that committee and that we ask that some action be taken to forward it to this body.  

Councilman Bagbey:  All we are asking is if a pre-existing sign if the person would like for the sign to stay but the property owner is not being held hostage by one vendor, it could go one time to a different vendor and after that the sign comes down.  I think that is what has made America great.  I think this ordinance has developed some problems that I would never foresaw.  I just think it is dealing with fairness.
John Hamilton:  To give you a brief recap of the ordinance itself, in 2004 Council amended the ordinance and said “that a legal non-conforming billboard once it came down could not go back up period.”  I think what happened and what Councilman Bagbey has heard, there has been the unforeseen affect of some property owners when their billboard lease is up they have to renew with the owner of the sign on their terms because if the sign comes down they can’t deal with anyone else.  They are in a take it or leave it situation.  We had several meetings with Area Plan staff they were concerned to put some restrictions in their so that both the owner of the sign and the owner of the property would have to apply for a joint permit so that Area Plan would be notified, and have a right to go out and inspect it and be aware of it.  That language is in this new proposed ordinance.  It would have to come back to Council and be subject to the normal ordinance amendment procedure and your vote.  

Councilman Bagbey:  We have put a lot of work in this and I don’t want to recreate the wheel.  

Councilman Kniese:  I have a question, when did they want to form this committee?
Councilman Bagbey:  Back in March.

Councilman Kniese:  Did they say how long they were going to try to meet? 
Councilman Bagbey:  That’s the problem.  I, first of all, don’t think we need another committee to look at this and debate this again with all the work this Council has done.  That is my personal decision.  Secondly, I don’t know how long it would take.  I can’t answer that Jeff.

Councilman Kniese:  I was curious if they gave you any indication on how long they would meet, and have a deadline on it.  

Councilman Bagbey:  Everything I was told, everything I have read it was open-ended.

President Jarboe:  Anything else from members of Council?  Seeing none.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN

Re:  CDBG   




Agencies come before council



Date: September 5, 2007








Time: 4:00 p.m.





Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

Re: 
CDBG Ordinance


2nd and 3rd Reading of Ordinance

Date: 
September 17, 2007

Time: 
5:20 p.m.

Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

Chairman John:  Preliminary discussions with the Controller indicate that budget deliberations will begin on August the 13th.  It will be the week of August the 13th.  If that creates a major problem for someone let me know now so that we can try to work out a different date.  

Councilwoman Walden:  Mr. Chairman, are you anticipating to hear the same schedule which started in the late afternoon?  Since that is the first week of school that week.
Chairman John:  Yes, we will try to do it the same that we have done in the past few years.

ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.


 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN STEVE BAGBEY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

Chairman Bagbey:  I would like to ask a question.  The gentleman in the blue and white shirt back there, obviously, who is that representing the media?  
President Jarboe:  Yes, that is Mr. Langhorne. 

Chairman John:  Is that the famous Tom Langhorne that calls and never introduces himself?  Ok.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Bagbey moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk
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