
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
July 23, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 23, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Kniese, Melcher, Robinson, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent:   Bagbey and Koehler Walden.

There being seven (7) members present and two (2) members absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially opened.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Jason Learned, Troop 327, with Mater Dei High School.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the July 23, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?
COUNCIL ATTORNEY
This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Reed is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES
Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held July 9, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JULY 20TH PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for July 23, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held July 9, 2007.

*Port Authority July 16, 2007 meeting agenda.

*Minority/Women Business Enterprise Utilization Board June 14, 207 Minutes.

*News Release regarding First Step Forward for Storm Water Projects.

*Invitation for Jacobsville Apartments II Grand Opening.

*News Release regarding Shepard and Kernan to Co-Chair Blue Ribbon Commission. 

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
*A News Release regarding “Help is Here Express” Bus Tour Coming to Evansville to Help Patients in Need Access Prescription Medicines.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
There is nothing scheduled for First Reading.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2007-7 (as amended)
FINANCE




JOHN
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Chairman John:  Mr. President the Finance Committee met prior to this evenings meeting and this comes forward with a do pass recommendation.

Councilman Watts moved to accept the Finance Committee report and move this ordinance to third and final reading.  Councilman Kiefer seconded the motion.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

Council now stands at Third Reading of this ordinance which is final action.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2007-7 (as amended)
FINANCE




JOHN
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

F-2007-7 as amended.

ROLL CALL;

Ayes: Melcher, Robinson, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Nays: Kniese

Absent: Bagbey and Koehler Walden.

There being six (6) Ayes and one (1) Nay, Ordinance F-2007-7 as amended is hereby declared adopted.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

The next meeting will be Monday, August 6, 2007.   

Reverend Brooks: We are here to bring to you part of our summer staff and they will be making a presentation on the Front Door Pride Summer Youth employment program.  Leading that discussion will be our Field Supervisor, Reverend Adrian Joiner, and our bright star our Program Director and Coordinator, Chenelle Darden who is a junior at Xavier University in New Orleans; and her partner in crime is not able to be here tonight she works a second job and that is Adrian Young, she is a junior at Agnes Scott University in Decatur Georgia.  We have been blessed this year to have some outstanding leadership.  I would like to add one of our Team Supervisors is Katie Johnson, who is a sophomore at Ball State University; there is Courtney Johnson, who is on his way to college somewhere; and a few others who are on their way to colleges and universities, and they were serving as our team leaders.  I was out with them today working on the streets and that is why I am walking gingerly.  We want to thank you for your support; I think our kids continue to do a wonderful job cleaning up the streets of Evansville.  It also will help enhance their pride in this community as we invest in their development.    

Adrian Joiner:  I am Adrian Joiner.  I am here to present some of the youth programs.  Our qualifications is that you must be 14-25 years of age, you must meet low to moderate income, enroll in school within the Front Door Pride area, and willing to work hard.  The pay range is $7.00 per hour for the participants and $8.00 per hour for supervisors.  We work six hours a day, five days a week.  I transport the kids from different worksites, from the church to the worksite.  Youth workers duties are age appropriate…removal of trash and debris for kids 16 and under; and kids 17 and older run the weed eaters and lawnmowers and landscaping.  Supervisor’s job duties are to supervise the youth on and off the worksite, make sure they have their tools and equipment, keep the workers motivated and make sure safety precautions are taken.  Director’s duties are to make sure all designated areas are clean, keep the finance up to date and contact and schedule life skills.  Usually on Friday we have life skills that teach the kids how to conduct themselves in future situations where they would be filling out résumés, how to conduct their selves as far as hygiene, treating people with respect and distribute paychecks.  Memorial Baptist Church provides the transportation for the workers through the transportation ministry.  Documentation requirements…income verification, work permits, W-4, I-9, emergency contact form, rules, before and after pictures, release of private property forms, inventory control, files on administration, elements and payroll.  Who benefits?  The youth, their families and the community.  The youth benefits, where most youths’ families…their parents don’t have that extra income to cover school expenses and their kids are fortunate enough to get this money to help the burden…and ease the burden off of their family.  Also, the neighborhoods are looking better and the target areas where the kids live…the kids can request that their houses, their relative’s houses be cleaned.  Houses we had to tackle…these are the curbside we put a lot of focus on the curbside because of overgrown weeds you couldn’t even see the curbs.  A lot of houses that had been tagged by the city that are facing the main streets we tagged those.  That was a house on our agenda…youth working hard…and its always team work…guy cleaning out gutters of a street curb…more curb activity…that is the after…everyone having a good time at the end of the day.  Thank you.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Chenelle was a shadow for us on City Council for a couple of years and I am glad to see that you are involved in this.  I mean the kids are cleaning the neighborhoods that they live in so it gives them a since of pride.  It really is a good program. 
Reverend Brooks:  Again we want to thank you for your support, and we will be coming back this year for funding as well.  We are working with the DMD and the Mayor’s office on the Front Door Pride program.  We have another program that we are also proposing, which is the neighborhood garden program.  We would start taking some of these lots and actually growing gardens and giving the produce to the seniors who live in some of our senior citizen complexes; both the ones we own and others as well, also families that are below the poverty line.  Then our kids are entrepreneurial, so they would sell the other half of the produce at the farmers market so that they might buy materials for the next year.  That is another program that is the result of interacting with these young creative geniuses that come up with these ideas and I just put them on paper.  
President Jarboe: Reverend Brooks, I must say that almost on a daily basis leaving my home I have run into the Front Door Pride workers and it is a lot of hard work and you can see the kids are really at it; dirt is flying, streets are getting cleaned up and sidewalks and things like that.  It is wonderful to see young people like that.  They seem to be having a fun time even though it is hard work.  A lot of smiles on their faces and joking around and all, but they do work hard.  I know as people drive by you can see that they are really impressed by this group of young individuals.  

Reverend Brooks:  I wanted to say we are very appreciative of the general public and how they have responded to the program.  A number of individuals have brought by cookies and punch and lemonade and water.   Just today, one of our retired school teachers, she would not want me to mention her name, but she brought by juice and lemonade and some things for our young workers.  We want to let the general public know how much we appreciate their support of the program as well.  

Councilman Kniese:  Adrian, how many people in total participated? 

Reverend Brooks:  We had a total of 60 kids including their supervisors, another 10; totally about 75 for a nine week program.  It is one of those programs, for people like me, feel really good. The young people really appreciate the opportunity to work.  They do a great job.  They are just a good group of kids to work with.  Hopefully, next year we will be able to have even more.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you and thank them.
Reverend Brooks:  We will.  Thank you for your time as well.

President Jarboe:  Is there anything else to come under miscellaneous business?

Kathy Edrington:  My name is Kathy Edrington, 6236 Country Lane.  I have a question about Friday’s paper about the upcoming City-County Budget hearing and the City Budget hearings.  My question is will they be televised?   

Councilman John:  It is my understanding they are to be held in the Mayor’s Conference Room as in the past.  Unless they can transfer these in there, I don’t assume they will be.  
Kathy Edrington:  Okay.  My next question is, what was in the paper on Friday was not totally readable even though it was big print it got cut off in places, so when it gets reprinted later this week will it all get in there?  We are missing some words.  

Councilman John:  I had nothing to do with the printing of it, so I don’t know what you are talking about.  

Kathy Edrington:  Well its missing words…and…  

President Jarboe:  The newspaper article?

Kathy Edrington:  Yeah.  

President Jarboe:   There is Tom Langhorne right there. 

Kathy Edrington:  Yeah, but Lisa …published... 

Councilman John:  Was it a legal ad supplied by the Controller?

Kathy Edrington:  Yes.

Councilman John:  I will bring that to her attention and have her review that to see if anything is left out.
Kathy Edrington:  Okay.

Councilman Kniese:  Wouldn’t the City-County be held in this room? 

Councilman John:  The City-County hearings are here next Tuesday.

Councilman Kniese:  Those might be televised.  

Councilman John:  They very well could be, they start at 3:00, which will come at the end of all this.  Its 3:00 on the 31st will be the joint budget hearings between the City and County.  The City and County Council will both be here and we will meet in this room.  
Kathy Edrington:  The County Council has their budget hearings televised and I think they have had it for the last two years.  I believe they meet in this room.  So I guess I don’t quite understand why the City Council can’t likewise?
Councilman John:  I can check with the administration.  I just know they have been set up for the Mayor’s Conference Room as in the past practice since I have been on Council.  

Kathy Edrington:  (Inaudible)…I have been in the Mayor’s Conference Room and unless it has been changed it is sort of cramped.  The key word here is they are public budget hearings so it needs to be conducive…

Councilman John:  The public is invited.

 Kathy Edrington:  I know but the room is cramped though.

Councilman John:  In the past, I don’t believe I have seen over three members of the public attempt to come in.  Anyone is entitled to, and if it becomes way too crowded naturally we would have to move it to a bigger forum, and I have no problem with that.  

Kathy Edrington:  My point is the County does televise their meetings and it would be nice if you guys could as well.  Specifically, since the cameras are here.  Even if we have to do them on tape delay, I would take them that way.  They need to be televised.  Thank you. 

President Jarboe:   Thank you.  Anyone else have anything to bring under miscellaneous business?  Seeing none.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN
Re: City/County Joint Budget Hearings

Date: July 31, 2007

Time: 3:00 p.m.

Place: Room 301

Re:  Budget Hearings 

Date: August 13 – 16, 2007

Time: 3:30 p.m.

Place: Mayor’s Conference Room

Re:  CDBG   





Agencies come before council

Date: September 5, 2007








Time: 4:00 p.m.





Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

Re:  CDBG Ordinance



2nd and 3rd Reading of Ordinance

Date:  September 17, 2007

Time:  5:20 p.m.

Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON
Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN BAGBEY
Nothing scheduled at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice Vote. So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
_______________________


________________________
Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
PAGE  

- 3 -


