
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 27, 2007

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 27, 2007 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Bagbey, Melcher, Koehler Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent:   Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) members present and two (2) members absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Fire Chief Ken Zuber led this evening the pledge of allegiance.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the August 27, 2007 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

This evening John Hamilton is City Council Attorney.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

Officer Gansman is Sergeant At Arms this evening. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held August 13, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR AUGUST 24th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for August 27, 2007 Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of City Council Meeting held August 13, 2007.

*Ordinances G-2007-5, F-2007-8, and F-2007-9.

*Resolution C-2007-18.

*Roberts Stadium, Mesker Amphitheater, and Victory Theater

  financial statements for month ending December, 31, 2006.

*A News Release regarding Sigecom/WOW.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Agenda for August 21, 2007 Meeting.

*United Way Packets.

*Two issues of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*A memo from Lynn Buhr regarding appointments to the Commission on the Social

  Status of African-American Males.

*A memo from Christina Cayce regarding IACT registration.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolution C-2007-19.

*A revised extended agenda.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-5

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2008 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES.

ORDINANCE F-2007-8

FINANCE


 
            
JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2008
ORDINANCE F-2007-9

FINANCE


 
            
JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FIXING THE SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FOR THE YEAR 2008

RESOLUTION C-2007-18

FINANCE


 
            
JOHN

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-9
PUBLIC WORKS (BAGBEY)
 
JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13.131 REGULATING FIREWORKS

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:
 

Chairman Steve Bagbey:  Mr. President, tonight your Public Works Committee heard Ordinance G-2007-9 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation as amended.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Bagbey seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Ordinance to Third Reading. Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-9 (amended)
PUBLIC WORKS (BAGBEY) 
JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13.131 REGULATING FIREWORKS

Councilwoman Walden moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance  

G-2007-9 as amended.

ROLL CALL:
Ayes:  Bagbey, Melcher, Walden, Watts, John, Kiefer, Jarboe.

Absent: Kniese, Robinson

There being seven (7) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2007-9 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2007-19 (DOCKET)



MELCHER

A RESOLUTION IN FAVOR OF LOCATING THE VETERANS CLINIC

IN OR NEAR DOWNTOWN EVANSVILLE

President Jarboe:  Councilman Melcher, I believe this comes forward with you as the sponsor

Councilman Melcher:  Yes.  I think most of you know I am Vice-Commander of the Veteran’s Council here in Vanderburgh County, and we’ve been fighting over the last three or four years to make sure that we have our Veteran’s Clinic located downtown.  We believe it is something that should be centrally located.  I think this council has supported this in the past, and I think the past mayors have too, and I know Jonathan has sent letters also supporting the clinic to be here in Evansville.  It’s bad enough right now.  We have a lot of our veterans my age that have to go to Marion just to get simple procedures they could have here.  So basically what we are asking is for the council to pass a resolution that we can send on up to Washington.  Senators Lugar and Bayh, and Congressman Elsworth are expecting these, and we’re going to try to get them from the County also.  And we’re getting them from some other areas.  Every post has done letters or resolutions too, and I’m talking about AMVETS, VFW, American Legion, Purple Heart, Disabled Veterans, Green Corp League, etc.  So basically, we would really appreciate everybody jumping on board.  The Walker Building is sitting down here ready to go so I don’t see any problem with that building at all, but if it’s not that building, we would still like to have it centrally located where it is on a bus route for our veterans.  We ask for your support.  

Councilman Kiefer:  I do agree that I think if we could get the V.A. Hospital located in or near downtown, that would be good.  I personally did meet with members of that selection committee out of Washington representing the V.A. Hospital, and one of the things that expressed concern to me about downtown was, will there be ingress and egress of getting into the downtown area.  You have one-way streets.  Some of the streets are confusing.  So that’s one thing that I think we are going to need to look at in order to attract them.  We’re going to have to come back and say “Hey, we’re willing to work with you and here’s what we’re going to do”.  I know that they were seriously wanting to be at I-164 and the Lloyd Expressway area because of the ease and access from the Interstate.  So I think downtown is a possibility, but we’re going to have to maybe make some changes and I know we have been looking at changing some of the one-way traffic street patterns and things, but I just wanted to bring that to attention, because I actually did talk to those folks from the V.A. Hospital.

President Jarboe:  Councilman, I know that there was a traffic study done for the downtown area and it’s my understanding that we can probably anticipate some changes with the traffic patterns in the downtown area.  I hate to think that one-way streets are a concern, but apparently they are, but if it’s just a matter of having to change a few streets around to get this done, I think we can probably accommodate that.

Councilman Bagbey:  My father died in the Veteran’s Hospital, and I find it almost ludicrous as we are in our fourth or fifth year of war, our problems with our V.A. Hospitals, and yet we are so easily inclined to spend tax dollars in building an edifice where we have a usable hospital in this community and for bureaucrats in Washington to be concerned about one-way streets to me is somewhat asinine.  I know I have met with those folks and I have had Veteran’s Affairs Military Court Judges talk to that group about Evansville and where that location should be, and I know that the Marine Corp League has told Councilman Melcher on several occasions that all the veteran’s groups want it in the downtown area.  And I hope that they can see a usable building and not be swayed by one-way streets, which we can rectify with the stroke of a pen.

Councilman Melcher:  I would like to add that is kind of why we starting moving on this is because of the I-164, but in the beginning they turned down the Walker Building because it is multiple floors.  Now the building they are thinking of building out there is multiple floors, so now what they said in the beginning was one thing and now that they have decided they maybe want to build out there, they want to have multiple floors so now that doesn’t wash.  So now they’re coming back, I guess, with the one-way streets of which we are addressing.  But one-way streets are made to move traffic.  I’ve always complained we didn’t have enough traffic in downtown Evansville to move traffic so let’s get the two-way streets and hope we have to take them back to one, because one-way streets are designed to get people across town fast.  If that is the case, they would never build a clinic in Chicago, Indianapolis, or anything cause they have one-way streets.  So now you see what we’re up against here in Evansville, Indiana, and that’s why we are really needing this passed.

President Jarboe:  Maybe we should have shown those folks those new fangled inventions called elevators for the multi-story buildings.  Any other comments?   Is there anyone in the audience who would like to speak on this matter?

Randy Jones:  My name is Randy Jones and I did not know this was coming up.  I had no idea this part was coming up on the Veteran’s Hospital.  Just for the record, I don’t want that hospital downtown.  It’s hard to get to.  I don’t like going downtown.  I live on the east side, and it would be easier for me, I am a disabled American Veteran, I do go to Marion, I do go to St. Louis.  I have a heart problem and I was service connected disability, so the main thing is, you guys might want it downtown, as a veteran talking to veterans at the clinic, we don’t want it downtown.  I don’t know what organizations you’re talking to sir, but if you talk to people around here, we want it to where we can go and get into the building and get out without parking.  Right now, I have had to park a block away to get to the one now because it’s downtown.  There’s no parking.  There’s not enough parking for anybody.  You had five or six more stories or another hospital, you’re still not going to have enough parking for all the veterans that come down there.  That’s all I had to say, and I mean I’m not condemning and I hope you all don’t think I don’t, but the ones I talked to don’t want it downtown.  And I’m sorry, I didn’t even know this was coming up and I didn’t even know I was going to talk about this part of it.  So I apologize if I sound rough, I don’t mean to.  I’m passionate but I’m not rough.

President Jarboe:  Thank you for your comments.  

Councilman Melcher:  No, I understand.  The Veteran’s Council is represented by probably about thirty different organizations.  There are 47 delegates.  Every post that I know that has taken part in this, we wanted to put in that we needed at least three hundred parking spots because parking is a main concern.  We do know about the downtown area, but I also knew the Mayor was working on some of that.  I think we’ve got over a thousand petitions signed right now for that because all of that is being packed and going along with it.  There probably is some veterans that don’t want it, but there are a lot of veteran that do.  A resolution is a resolution.  It really doesn’t have teeth.  It just shows that the Council is in support.  It doesn’t have to be at the Walker Building.  We want it where the bus route can get to it, the people can get to it, and we also have minority people that are wanting it down in this area also.  So with that, I’ll make a motion to pass Resolution C-2007-19.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Bagbey seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2007-19.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be City Council Meeting next Monday, September 3, 2007, because it is Labor Day.  The next meeting will be Monday, September 10, 2007.  Finance Committee meeting will begin at 5:10 p.m. 

Councilman Bagbey:  I would like to have our attorney see whether or not it would be permissible to name this chambers after Kevin Winternheimer and have it named the Kevin Winternheimer Council Chambers.  Kevin, as we all know, was not only a friend to republicans and democrats, but to mankind in general, and I can’t think of a more appropriate place to honor him and his family than this Council Chamber for all the hard work and the ordinances and things that he has done for elected representatives over the years, for the last 27 years.  John, I don’t know what it would take, but I’d like to raise that.

Counsel John Hamilton:  I’ll look into it and let you know.

Councilwoman Walden:  I just wanted to say that I think that is a fantastic idea and I can assure you it would have bipartisan support. 

City Clerk Matlock:  When I first took office, the very first person that came to visit me was Kevin Winternheimer.  He told me who he was and what he did, and I told him that anyway he wanted that office run, it would be run just exactly the way he wanted it.  He was a fine man and he revised, redone, the whole code book so that codicils could be added on to it.  It took two or three years to get it fully completed, but he did get the job done, and God rest his soul. 

Councilman Kiefer:  I have comment, but it can wait until after her presentation.  I have a discussion item for under miscellaneous, but it can wait until after her.

President Jarboe:  Okay.  Thank you, Councilman.  Ms. Hayes and Ms. Avery.

Luzada Hayes:  My name is Luzada Hayes and I am the resource coordinator for Destination Home and provide staff support for the Commission on Homelessness, which as you know is a joint City/County Commission established by ordinance.  The Commission was established in June of 2005 and we have come back to make annual reports on our progress.  So on behalf of the current Chair, County Commissioner Troy Tornatta; and Vice-Chair, Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel; I am presenting this report to you today.  In your packet, you will find an overview of the progress on the strategies outlined in Destination Home, and I’m just going to highlight a couple of these for you and then Patty Avery is Co-Chair of the Homeless Youth Council and she will finish the presentation with just a brief update on the work of that committee.  Promotion of Destination Home is a key component of the plan and so we have established a new web site, it’s independent, and it is also attached to the city web site so people that are looking for Evansville sites can also see the work of the commission as well as people that are targeted in on ending homelessness and the plans across the country will be able to find it on the city site as well.  We’ve also adopted a new promotional campaign that is called “Housing Matters”.  We have T-shirts established and actually were very prominent at the Meet Your Legislators sessions and did some advocacy work around the developing of the Housing Trust Fund, which occurred at a State level so we’re very pleased with the progress of that.  Increasing coordination of services is a huge area of strategic planning.  Along with that is the implementation of the Hoosier Management Information System. Evansville currently has at least 19 agencies that participate in this.  It’s a web-base service.  All of the State of Indiana uses this same database with the exception of Indianapolis and they have their own system, but somehow their information is able to be aggregately joined with the balance of state.  There is a presentation in your handout on the current statistics that was pulled from this computer generated system for the month of July, so you will see that for that month there were 693 unduplicated counts of individuals experiencing homelessness during that month.  What the HMIS System will do once we are able to actually pull reliable data from this, it establishes base lines so we’re able to know at a certain point in time how many homeless people we are actually dealing with and will be able to track that over time so that we’ll know when we are successful in reducing those numbers.  The system also allows us to track the services that they have received and track if they are falling through the cracks.  The information is not reliable yet because to be reliable we have to have 75 percent bed participation within the system where it’s 73 percent.  And there is no other entity across the state that’s any closer.  We’re the closest to being able to really say that this data is reportable and so we’re looking forward to be able to that.  So at this point it’s not publishable.  That’s noted at the top of your handout.  It’s just for informational purposes.  Along with increasing coordination of service, discharge planning is a huge issue that is a prevention effort.  There is a discharge committee of the Commission on Homelessness that has been meeting for well over a year and there is a copy of the policy that they have presented to the Commission on Homelessness that’s been approved by that commission and they’re working now to implement that policy.  Discharge policies affect any publicly funded institution such as the department of corrections, community corrections, county jails, hospitals, the foster care system, nursing homes, group homes, mental health facilities, and substance abuse treatment facilities.  So we’re looking at all of those systems of care and helping them understand that discharging into homelessness is not in the best interest of the community and to those that are homeless that we’re all going to work together to institute better discharge policies and resources that will alleviate that need to discharge into homelessness.  Developing resources, we have hired a developer from Indianapolis called Partners in Housing, and he is currently looking to develop a sixty-unit first supported housing project.  So we are currently trying to narrow down a site and get with the neighborhood groups and make sure that everybody is good with this project as it move forward.  There is a housing committee as part of the Commission on Homelessness and they’ve been very instrumental in overseeing this project.  In addition, we’ve applied for 20 units of permanent supported housing for families.  We’ll be a scattered site project, and this application went in with the current HUD continuum of care, which is HUD’s funding to the community for homeless services.  Hopefully, we will know by the end of this year or early next whether that has been funded and ECHO Housing is the current project sponsor for that program.  It will use existing rental housing and the grant funding will be for the rental assistance.  We are also working on an assessment tool to identify families that are at risk of losing their housing.  This will help us establish those at risk and what their needs are and be better able again to institute prevention efforts.  At the bottom of the second page of your handout it identifies the 2000 strategies that the plan calls for to be implemented during 2007.  And then I’ve noted the committees are the groups that are responsible for that.  We only have one strategy that has yet to be formed and that is to improve coordination on training and employment options.  So we’re still trying to figure out the best place for that, the committee makeup and who should come and take that under their wing.   So with that, I’m going to turn it over to Patty and again, she’ll share a little bit about the Homeless Youth Council.  And Councilman Melcher is your representative to the Commission.  I forgot to say that.

Patty Avery:  I’m Patty Avery, and I am one of two co-chairs of the Homeless Youth Council.  Dr. Cynthia Smith, Executive Director of the Youth Service Bureau is my co-chair on this committee.  We were charged by the Joint Commission on Homelessness to look into youth homelessness in Evansville.  At the time that we drafted the ten-year plan to end homelessness, we realized that we didn’t know enough to make valid recommendations, to make sound recommendations.  So as a part of the ten-year plan, we recommended that at a certain point in the ten years we begin to study the issue.  And so Luzada came to Cynthia and me and asked if we would head this effort and we agreed to.  We’ve met several times since the beginning of the year and we have three subcommittees.  We have a subcommittee that is looking into the continuum of services.  The services that are available should, and we are looking at youth from middle school up to about college age.  We didn’t feel that high school touched every youth that was potentially homeless in our community because unfortunately even kids as young as middle school for whatever reason are experiencing homelessness apart from their parents.  So we are looking at the continuum of services that exist in Evansville.  We’re looking at models and best practices from the country and as we have done that, we have discovered some things taking place in other communities in other states that just aren’t happening in Indiana.  So as a result of that, we actually went to the state and during session, asked for a resolution to form a study committee on youth homelessness.  It was bundled in with the study committee on missing youth, and my husband, State Representative Dennis Avery, is chairing that committee.  It met last month and is scheduled to meet again on September 11th.  We are also looking at the community education that is needed to help people recognize what the signs are that a kid is homeless.  What are the signs that say a high schooler is couch surfing?  Because in many cases these kids won’t go to a school counselor and self identify because they’re afraid.  They’re afraid of being put into the system.  There are a number of things they want to avoid and so we’re looking at how we can help the community better understand the causes of youth homelessness and then what to do about it.  The state study committee at this point they left the first meeting with one very critical charge of defining youth homelessness.  As I know you know from the HUD Grants, the definition of homelessness isn’t compatible with reality.  The McKinney-Bental defines it as lacking permanent nighttime housing, stable housing.  The school corporation is able to work under that definition.   And based on that definition, last year the school corporation identified 362 students who experienced homelessness at some point during the year.  Frankly, that figure was staggering to us when Barb Bennet came and reported that to our committee and it’s divided into about half where about half were middle school and above.  But they are looking at supportive housing.  Luzada talked about the supportive housing projects for adults, and at the state level they are looking into projects.  Other states offer this for kids ages 16 and over.  They are looking at some other federal money and how we can help better leverage that.  Examining youth homelessness is critical to the ten-year plan because in order to end homelessness we need to learn how to prevent it.  It has been reported that as many as 50 percent of homeless adults first experienced homelessness prior to eighteen.  So if we in our community can get a handle on what’s causing youth homelessness and learn how to prevent it, and in cases where for what ever reason it was not preventable, move the youth into a stable environment, into stable housing, the chances of that young person repeating homelessness later in his life as an adult will be diminished.  It’s a daunting task.  Frankly, we had our meeting today and our three subcommittees reported and we were all kind of looking at each other saying, “Wow, what do we do from here?”  But as I said, we’ve been charged with making recommendations to the joint City/County Commission.  We plan to have them on the table in January.  Our desire is to craft viable goals and strategies that can be accomplished just as we did in the ten-year plan.  That’s where we are with it.  I’d invite you; we have our next meeting slated for September 17th at Old National.  We meet there.  We’ll be meeting monthly now so that we can meet our goal of crafting our recommendations.  But we would certainly welcome your presence at that meeting and welcome any input that you have for us.  Thank you.

President Jarboe:  Thank you, Patty.  Are there any questions by any members of council?

Councilman Kiefer:  I noticed in your develop resources you had recommendations on transportation.  How likely is it that you think some of these recommendations will come true for, like your bicycle program and then also your Number 2 point on studying the lack of transportation options?

Luzada Hayes:  Well, actually there are two programs going on right now to give away bikes.  Patchwork Central repairs bikes and then they have a referral program.  Any of the clients that go through my agency can get a bike from Patchwork Central.  And then there was also a group that helped put the planning piece together.  That was actually veteran’s homeless group that worked on the specific issues of homeless vets.  They identified that transportation was a need and then they starting collecting bicycles.  There is a gentleman at United Caring Shelter that actually repairs them and so they too are giving.  So we actually have two programs that are currently giving bikes away.

Councilman Kiefer:  I don’t know, you may be doing this.  I’m not sure.  As you probably know, earlier in the year we had a big issue with bicycle helmets, and I would assume that most, I’m just making an assumption here that a lot of homeless people probably don’t have good health insurance so if you could provide helmets along with those bicycles, I don’t know that you have the money to do that, but that would probably be a good thing.

Luzada Hayes:  Okay, I’ll take that comment back to those folks and see if they can make that happen.

Councilman Kiefer:  Okay, thank you.

Councilman Melcher:  I think this is a good committee and we meet every month.  It alternates between the Mayor’s office and the Commissioner’s on who is the chairman.  I just think it’s a good committee.  We’re further ahead than a lot of people.  There are only two, Indianapolis and us---weren’t there only two?

Luzada Hayes:  Fort Wayne adopted a plan.

Councilman Melcher:  Fort Wayne’s got one now?  So we’re ahead of what we are supposed to be doing, so I think it’s just a good committee and a lot of us are sitting on it and we’ve got a lot of volunteers working on it.

President Jarboe:  Thank you, Luzada.  Thank you, Patty.

Councilman Melcher:  I would like to add,  the veteran’s was one of the ones I thought was kind of sharp when they started United Caring Shelters because a lot of our veterans are the ones that are homeless.  Basically, when that started, it really lifted the spirits of a lot of people.  So at least a lot of them have bicycles now they can get around on.  And what’s happened is there are actually two groups and I think there is going to be a third group doing the same thing.  But most of these, Joe, are adults not children.

President Jarboe:  One other thing, we have three appointments we need to make, one of which needs to be a city council member, to the Commission on the Social Status of African-American Males.  

Councilman Kiefer:  Who served on that last year, Mr. President?

President Jarboe:  I believe it was Councilman Melcher.

Councilman Melcher:  I served on it two years ago.  I didn’t serve on it last year.

President Jarboe:  So if any council member would like to serve, please let me know, and if you have any names, come forward as quickly as possible so we can expedite some names to get on this committee and forward them to Madam Clerk.

Councilman Kiefer:  Thank you, Mr. President.  I know on September 10th we are going to have readings on Ordinance F-2007-9 and that’s the ordinance where we fix the salaries for elected officials.  John, I know that we may not have the ability to increase the budget, or at least that is my understanding.  We can’t increase certain line items in the budget.  We can cut, but we can’t necessarily increase, but I want to check with you to see on this particular ordinance, can we set the salaries even though they may not be what the Mayor budgets for the salaries?  For example, under the Mayor’s salary, I would like to see if we have the ability to change that salary to $125,000 per year.  I feel strongly about this is for one reason, if the school corporation pays what they pay to their superintendent because they want to attract quality individuals to those jobs, we happen to be lucky to have somebody willing to run for the position and be in that position, but we don’t know what his future plans are eight years from now, ten years from now, and I would like to go ahead and get that salary changed on this particular ordinance and then we’ll leave it up to him whether or not he wants to fund that amount, but at least we can make a statement by having it in the ordinance.  John, if you don’t mind checking the legality of that, I would appreciate it.

Counsel Hamilton:  I’ll check into it.  The statute clearly says that this council sets the salaries of elected city officials, but what I need to look into is the consequence if you set a figure and it’s not budgeted, what’s the consequence of that, and also, I think this year’s ordinance has probably already been published.  You’re required to publish 30 days ahead of final action.  If you are wanting to do it immediately, it may require republishing.  I just need to look into those things.

Councilman Kiefer:  Yes, would you mind checking into that.  I sure would appreciate it.  Thank you, John. 

Councilman Bagbey:  Since 1992 where there was Dave Koehler or Angela Koehler, we have brought this up time and time again at budget.  And time and time again, whether it was a democrat or republican mayor, this was consistently refused.  I have had a personal conversation with Mayor Weinzapfel.  Joe, he does not support it.  He says it’s a bad time for all the problems dealing with property taxes because that’s the way that office is funded just the way our salaries are funded.  But I think Councilman Kiefer brings a point which I have always said, if you go back a year ago, we talked about doing it the election year so that both Mayoral candidates would know exactly, because like you Joe, I’m a little tired of other governmental entities who are paying people what I think they’re worth, but I don’t think that the chief executive of this city is getting paid what he’s worth or what she is worth, whatever the case may be.  You know in politics, as Tip O’Neal said, is all local.  So John, I would draw a little caveat to this proposal.  I believe in 1994 when some of us took a stand on the riverboat gaming, we had a resolution that there would be no riverboat funds going into the day-to-day operation of government.  I think that, Joe, that if we raise his salary to where it should be and the financial community back in 1992 came to me and singled me out to try to carry this on because they felt at the time where the mayor’s salary was grossly underpaid.  It didn’t matter because they were republicans and democrats.  There is, not an ordinance, but there is a resolution that we pledged that we would not use riverboat gaming for that.  I am willing to take that back and use riverboat gaming to fund the mayor’s office and the mayor’s office only.  Therefore, you would take the line item out of property tax and the mayor’s salary would be deleted from the property tax and would be funded out of the riverboat.  And if the riverboat sails as they used to say in the 90’s, then it sails and we’ll have to visit that if and when that happens, but I won’t be on council at that point.  But I want to throw that out for research purposes, Mr. Hamilton.  Thank you.

Councilwoman Walden:  Would you suggest taking the entire salary out of riverboat or perhaps just the portion that would make it equitable to …

Councilman Bagbey:  The entire salary would have to…in my thought process we would have to remove the mayor from the property tax roll.  And that would be entirely funded, whatever the appropriated amount would be for that office, considering medical insurance, etc., would come out of that fund.

Councilwoman Walden:  Then that is truly and intriguing and interesting concept, and I appreciate the caveat that you are only looking at the mayor’s salary, because I still feel strongly that we don’t ever want to become dependant upon the riverboat…it’s been good to us, we’ve had many, many more good years than maybe we even thought at the beginning and that was the reason.  We don’t want to become dependant upon that.  So if we could look into this and maybe take a creative approach here that we’re kind of trading some capital projects for the salary and they could be traded back if the time ever came.  I’m interested to see what you find out because we certainly do need to get this salary to more equitable level.  

Councilman Kiefer:  I agree with Councilman Bagbey.  I think that is an opportunity for us to look at a different way of funding the mayor’s salary.  Even income tax would be an opportunity because neither income tax nor the riverboat gaming money is affecting the property tax, and I think it would be legitimate to say we’re not going to increase property taxes due to the mayor’s salary.  But even if we did, under $25,000 out of a 200 million dollar budget is a very small fraction, but I like the idea and I would like the opportunity to look at different ways of funding it.

President Jarboe:  John, if you could look into those suggestions and maybe we can have some conversations over the next few days.  I’m sure the controller will have to be involved to get some ideas and such, but I don’t there is anyone who doesn’t believe that the mayor of the third largest city in the State of Indiana is at the salary he is currently getting when you look at other cities and such and since I’ve been on council it has been brought up every year.  I think, if not this year, we do believe this year something needs to be done and that we need to look at it because every mayor has said, and I’ve been through the history lesson with Councilman Bagbey, every mayor has always said “no”.  But at some point in time this salary needs to get up to the work that’s being done, and I know the hours that this mayor puts in.  And trust me, I believe he’s not the only one underpaid.  

Clerk Matlock:  You brought up what I was going to say.  He’s not a regular worker.  He’s here late at night, he’s here early in the morning, and he truly has made himself available to the public.  He’s put himself out there, and I believe truly in my heart that if any mayor ever deserved a raise in his salary, it would be our mayor.

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Anyone else?  Seeing none, committee reports.  Finance Committee, Chairman John.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:  CDBG   





Agencies come before council

Date: September 5, 2007








Time: 4:00 p.m.





Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

Re:  Ordinance G-2007-5



 Fixing the salaries of appointive

Date: September 10, 2007



officers, employees, deputies, 

Time: 5:10 p.m.




assistants, departmental and

Notify: Lisa Acobert




institutional heads for 2008.

Re: Ordinance F-2007-8



Appropriating monies for the

Date: September 10, 2007



purpose of defraying the 

Time: 5:10 p.m.




expenditures of departments of the

Notify: Lisa Acobert




City for the Year 2008.

Re:  Ordinance F-2007-9



Fixing the Salaries of Elected 

Date: September 10, 2007



Officials for the City of Evansville

Time: 5:10 p.m.




for the Year 2008.

Notify: Lisa Acobert

Re:  Resolution C-2007-18



A petition to appeal for an increase

Date: September 10, 2007



to the maximum levy.

Time: 5:10 p.m.

Notify: Lisa Acobert

Re:  CDBG Ordinance



2nd and 3rd Reading of Ordinance

Date:  September 17, 2007

Time:  5:20 p.m.

Notify: Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

Re:
Ratify Annual Action Plan


2nd and 3rd Reading of Resolution

Date:  
November 12, 2007




Time:
5:20 p.m.

Notify:
Gregg LaMar/Brenda Taylor

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN BAGBEY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Walden seconded the motion to adjourn.  Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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