
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 11, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 11, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe.

Absent:   John

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Missy Mosby.                     .

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the February 11, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

YOUTH RESOURCES TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Gansman is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held February 4, 2007.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 8TH  PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for February 11, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from February 4, 2008 Meeting.

*Ordinance G-2008-5, G-2008-6, and G-2008-7.

*Resolution C-2008-5.

*Rezoning Ordinance R-2008-3.

*Area Plan Staff Reports and Minutes from January.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolutions C-2008-6, C-2008-7 and C-2008-8.

*An email from Congressman Brad Ellsworth.

*A copy of Nations Cities Weekly.

*An amended City Council Agenda for February 11, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*An amended Committee Meeting Schedule.

Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-5

ASD
 

       
         CONNIE ROBINSON

CITY OF EVANSVILLE STREET SIGN AND TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGN ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE G-2008-6

ASD
 

       
         CONNIE ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING REIMBURSEMENT FOR EMPLOYEE AUTO MILEAGE

ORDINANCE G-2008-7

ASD
 

       
         CONNIE ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.30.270 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

RESOLUTION C-2008-5

FINANCE
 

      

CURT JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2500 N.FIRST AVENUE

RESOLUTION C-2008-6

FINANCE
 

      

CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE GRANTING A WAIVER OF NONCOMPLIANCE FOR AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR MEAD JOHNSON AND COMPANY 

(LOCATED AT 2400 LLOYD EXPRESSWAY)

RESOLUTION C-2008-7

FINANCE
 

      

CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT 

RESOLUTION C-2008-8

FINANCE
 

      

CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 7TH AVENUE AND CODY STREET

ORDINANCE R-2008-3

TO APC      
     
         


C-1 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1926 COVERT AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
ZEIAD DOLEH 

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


STEVEN L. BOHLEBER

DISTRICT:

MISSY MOSBY, WARD 2

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2007-23

FROM APC      

     
             R-3 TO R-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2700 W. ILLINOIS STREET

PETITIONER: 
MARINE AVENUE PROPERTIES, LLC

OWNER:

TIMOTHY H. BARTLETT

REP:


DAVID ROBINSON

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 8 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2007-27

FROM APC      
     
               
C-1 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 300 N. WEINBACH AVENUE AND 1922 E. FRANKLIN STREET

PETITIONER: 
SHREERAM REAL ESTATE, LLC

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


ELIZABETH BROWNING

DISTRICT:

STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes and 1 abstention.

ORDINANCE R-2007-28

FROM APC      
     
               
M-3 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1501 KELLER STREET (NORTH FIVE ACRES OF REAL ESTATE)

PETITIONER: 
PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.

OWNER:

RITZERT CO., INC.

REP:


THOMAS P. NORTON

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 9 affirmative votes and 1 abstention.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2007-23

FROM APC      

     
             R-3 TO R-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2700 W. ILLINOIS STREET

PETITIONER: 
MARINE AVENUE PROPERTIES, LLC

David Robinson: Good afternoon.  I’m David Robinson here on behalf of Marine Avenue Properties.  We are requesting an R-3 to an R-4 for the purpose of getting an extra five feet of height to build apartment buildings on the old Marine Hospital property.   A bit of history on the property:  It was originally the old Marine Hospital built in the late 1890’s and it operated as an in-patient facility for United States Marine and Navy men up until the mid 1940’s.  At that time it was closed and it became a Naval Reserve facility there until the 1960’s.  In 1980 it was rezoned to R-3 and then in 2004 Bristol Myers was the owner at that time and requested a C-4 rezoning to put warehouses in.  There were remonstrators at that time before the Area Plan and it was defeated out of Area Plan because of the remonstration there so Bristol chose not to bring it before the city council.  On this particular petition for rezoning it came out of Area Plan approved 8 to zero.  Again, we are only wanting R-4 to get an additional five feet of space to build apartments on the ten-acre grounds.  We have spoken to all the neighbors.  There was some drainage questions by some of the neighbors.   We’ve had Bernardin-Lochmueller do a drainage plan and do a site plan, so we have engineer drawings, and of course the law requires that we make the situation better, which we are going to do.  We’ve spoken to Fred Padget who is here this evening and will speak in favor of the project, so the Westside Improvement Association is in favor of this project as well.  And again, we’ve spoken to all the neighbors.  I think that they are satisfied that this is going to be a good and valuable investment in the property and apartments are what they want to go into this property.  They serve the use best.

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Are there any comments by members of council?  Councilman Melcher.

Councilman Melcher:  Yes, I just wanted to make sure because I know a lot of people have looked at that property over the years and it was also an ammunition dump and there was a lot of ammo, brass, and stuff like that buried out there.  And the hospital buried a lot of medical waste out there and I understand that has been reduced to a level three or have they got all that cleaned up?  

David Robinson:  Yes.  Over the years, Bob Jarrett, at one time owned it.  He was wanting to put up apartments there in the 1980’s so he did a lot of clean up.  We’ve had environmental studies done on it.  There is a very small area, about a half-acre site, that probably---I don’t know if it was an ammo dump, we think it was a firing range in there, that there might be some lead in there, but very manageable so we’ve got a couple of opinions from Environmental Management Consultants as to how to dispose of that, but it can be disposed of probably on site very easily.  But to answer your direct question, it is for the most part cleaned up.  The other issues are very minor and solvable.  

Councilman Watts:  Just to thank you, David.  Last month I believe, at the 11th hour we had some folks come up with some questions and he was great about getting with them and making sure everything was addressed.  This has been about eighteen months in the coming year, so I appreciate your work and working with all the neighbors and making things go easier.  So thank you very much.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else on council have any questions or comments.  Seeing none, is there anyone in the audience who would like to speak either in favor or opposed to this zoning?  

Fred Padget:  Mr. President and Council, I’m Fred Padget and I represent the Westside Improvement Association.  Before I start, I’d like to speak a little bit to Councilman Melcher’s question.  I did call Carolyn Rusk about this and she’s with DMD of course, and I talked to her about it.  She had no indication of any kind or no record of having a problem with lead contamination out there, although as the attorney said there may be a small area, but she had no information about anything like that.  The project, you’ve heard the history of it, there is a flooding problem in that area.  Partly it goes to north onto the alley, but probably more predominantly to the east on Illinois Street and down into that area.  As the attorney said, they will be required to control their runoff and that is the way it is so this project isn’t going to do anything with the flooding but make it better.  It will help to improve it.  I don’t think, and I wouldn’t stand here to try to tell anyone that I think it will solve the flooding problems because I think there are other conditions out there that contribute to it, but it will definitely help the flooding problem.  The other thing that we were glad to see, in the proposed rezoning of a couple years ago for the warehouse, the ingress/egress was going to be on Illinois Street and that was going to be, at least in our opinion, a difficulty.  As I understand it now the ingress and egress is going to be on Barker, and though that will be kind of an engineering feat do get an ingress/egress built there, it will be a better alternative.  I don’t know where that goes once they redo the Lloyd Expressway, of course that may be not in our lifetime either, I don’t know.  But for us, Westside Improvement, it’s really a matter of choice, and the property is already an R-3.  high-density apartments can be built there, student housing could be built there, all kinds of things could be built there that would probably be, at least in our opinion, much more onerous than the project that is being proposed.  The group that is proposing this project is a reputable group, the developer is a reputable developer, and we think that adds to it considerably.  As I said, it’s a matter of choice.  The current zoning would allow a lot of things, high-density apartments and things like that.  This has been represented to us as being something more like Copper Creek and we feel it would be a real asset to the area once it gets developed so from Westside Improvement’s standpoint, we fully support the project.  If there are any questions, I’ll be glad to answer them.

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Are there any questions for Mr. Padget?  Would anyone else like to speak either in favor or opposed to this rezoning?  Seeing none…

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

R-2007-23 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight  (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2007-23 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2007-27

FROM APC      
     
               
C-1 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 300 N. WEINBACH AVENUE AND 1922 E. FRANKLIN STREET

PETITIONER: 
SHREERAM REAL ESTATE, LLC

Beth Browning:  Good afternoon, my name is Beth Browning.  I’m here on behalf of Shreeram Real Estate, LLC.  We’re here this evening to ask for a change of zoning from a C-1 to C-2.  This is the property known as the Liquor Locker liquor store on North Weinbach Avenue.  It’s been continuously operated as liquor store since the 70’s.  At the time it was opened, C-1 was the appropriate zoning for a liquor store.  The zoning code was changed in the 80’s and since that time C-2 has been the appropriate zoning district for package liquor stores.  The prior owners of the property elected to continue operating  under C-1 as a legal non-conforming use.  My clients purchased the real estate about a year ago and as part of the updating they want to go ahead and bring this up to current code and take it out of the legal non-confirming use.  The C-2 zoning is consistent with the zoning in the neighborhood.  Are there any questions for us?

President Jarboe:  Do any members of council have any questions for Ms. Browning?  Seeing none, is there anyone in the audience who would like speak either in favor or opposed to this rezoning?  Seeing none, is there a motion to adopt Ordinance R-2007-27 and call the roll?

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

R-2007-27 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight  (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2007-27 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2007-28

FROM APC      
     
               
M-3 TO C-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1501 KELLER STREET (NORTH FIVE ACRES OF REAL ESTATE)

PETITIONER: 
PIONEER DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, INC.

Tom Norton:  Good evening.  My name is Tom Norton.  I’m the attorney representing Pioneer Development Services.  You will probably note that the original petition was in the name of Ritzert Company and Pioneer.  At the time we filed the petition, Ritzert owned the property and Pioneer was under a purchase agreement.  That has since come to a closing and fruition so I’m really here on behalf of Pioneer this evening.  As I said, the property in issue is 1501 Keller Street.  It’s the old Flexsteel Plant about three blocks of Cedar Hall Elementary School.  Currently the site is in rehab at this point.  I think Mr. Ritzert’s crews have been out there for several weeks tearing the old plant down and getting it prepped for this project, which this is going to just be part of it.   This is the northern five acres, the ground that acquired and the reason we are here this evening is the traditional zoning for this property has been M-3.  This is a down zoning, lightening the use of the property, bringing it down to C-2 in order to do residential apartment development at the site.  It’s being done in a two-phase project that is why we have done a minor subdivision for the property and I think we’ve already gotten through the process with that and it will be done in two phases with 2 ½ acres each as it goes forward.  We had a nine-vote approval from the Area Plan Commission with one abstention, I believe that was Dr. Adams who saved his vote for tonight.  We’ve also had presence of the Westside Improvement Association at the Area Plan Commission and it gave its endorsement to this project as well.  Obviously, Mr. Padget can speak to that later.  I do have letters, if I may approach, from the Mayor and Westside Improvement as well as Cedar Hall Association, all endorsing the project.   We feel the down-zoning is consistent with the trend in the area toward wider uses.  I think probably in time this industrial area will work toward more residential, light commercial, and that is why we are asking for your approval this evening.

President Jarboe:  Thank you.  Are there any questions for Mr. Norton from members of council?

Councilman Watts:  Just a comment that I welcome this and I think it is a nice addition to the area and hope everyone supports it.

President Jarboe:  I’m also well aware of the area.  This is a huge improvement to this area.  

Councilman Kniese:  For those who have been on council for a while, you know I’m a big proponent of taking existing facilities or vacant lands that are not being as constructively used as possible and turning them into something really nice for the neighborhoods so I’m a really big supporter of these types of projects and I hope you guys really succeed at this.  It’s going to be a major improvement for that area.

President Jarboe:  Any other council members?  Is there anyone in the audience who want to speak either for or against this rezoning?

Fred Padget:  Mr. President and Council, again, I’m Fred Padget and we don’t get down here all that often but tonight you get a double dose of me maybe that’s because of the bad weather outside.  When we first got the information on this proposal, we went through it and read it and I’m sure most of you have too.  I was really impressed with the information that was provided, especially in some of the services that are to be provided and some of the unique features that are to be provided, along with the housing.  Another added thing and I don’t know if the developer knows this or not, but the Greenway Plan is to go right near that property on that side of Pigeon Creek so if we can get some funding to get it done, that will be great.  Although this project is within Westside Improvement Association boundaries, it is also within the Cedar Hall and the attorney talked about the letters of support.  I did talk with Sue Wilson and I’ve talked with Linda Jones who is very active in the Cedar Hall Neighborhood.  Sue Wilson is president of the neighborhood association.  They had a meeting or maybe a couple of meetings with the association, they met with the developer and although they had some questions and some concerns, at the end of it they were all very supportive and thought it would be a real addition to the area and a real asset to the area.  So they were very supportive of it.  Sue had planned on being here tonight but with the snow, I’m sure that’s the reason, but I did talk to her yesterday and she reaffirmed and said that I could speak on her behalf as far as supporting the project so I want to make sure that she gets represented in that regard.  We also talked with Jim Morgan who is the president of the Jacobsville Neighborhood, and this same developer did the Jacobsville apartments over there just recently, and Jim Morgan had nothing be good to say and he was quite impressed with them and well satisfied also.  One of the comments he did make was that if the developer said he was going to do something, he did it, and that goes a long way with me.  Based on those discussions along with discussions with some others, there is a need for low-cost housing.  This will be an asset to the area.  The developer has already proven what he can do over at Jacobsville and we just think it will be a great improvement to the area, it will be an asset to the community and to the region, and it will be good for the area.  Thank you.  Westside Improvement fully supports it.  If you have any questions, I will try to answer.

President Jarboe:  Thank you, Fred.  Any questions for Mr.Padget?  Does anyone else in the audience have any comments?  If not, is there a motion to adopt Ordinance R-2007-28.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

R-2007-28 and call the roll.  

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2007-28 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-1

PUBLIC WORKS
 


B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE VACATING THAT PORTION OF THE WEST HALF OF BELLEVUE AVENUE BETWEEN THE NORTH LINE OF WEST MICHIGAN STREET TO A LINE 160 FEET NORTH OF THE NORTH LINE OF WEST MICHIGAN STREET

ORDINANCE G-2008-3

ASD
 


        CONNIE ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9.99.01 THROUGH 9.99.12 OF THE FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

RESOLUTION C-2008-4

FINANCE
 



CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



ASD





CHAIRWOMAN CONNIE ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Mr. President, tonight your ASD Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance G-2008-3 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.
FINANCE




CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN
Councilman Melcher: Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Resolution C-2008-4 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.
PUBLIC WORKS 



CHAIRMAN WATTS

Councilman Watts:  Mr. President, tonight your Public Works Committee met and heard Ordinance G-2008-1 and comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.   

Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-1 (as amended)
PUBLIC WORKS
 

B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE VACATING THAT PORTION OF THE WEST HALF OF BELLEVUE AVENUE BETWEEN THE NORTH LINE OF WEST MICHIGAN STREET TO A LINE 160 FEET NORTH OF THE NORTH LINE OF WEST MICHIGAN STREET

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2008-1 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2008-1 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-3

ASD
 


        CONNIE ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9.99.01 THROUGH 9.99.12 OF THE FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2008-3 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2008-3 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-4

FINANCE
 



CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2008-4 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, Jarboe

Absent: John

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2008-4 is hereby declared 

ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
HOUSING TRUST FUND COMMITTEE:

Adrian Brooks:  I am Adrian Brooks.  I was recently chosen to be Chairman of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund Committee.  I am coming to you to ask the City Council to embrace and affirm, and if necessary, create resolve to facilitate a move to secure adequate funding for this initiative.  There are individuals from the task force who are here and individuals from C.A.J.E. who are here.  C.A.J.E. has been advocating the additional funds for affordable housing initiatives in our community.  I think we currently have $170,000 available and our goal is to secure around $2 million.  I know that the report was given, but I don’t think there was ever a committee set up to take that initiative forward working with the county to secure the money.  Also, I think there has already been state legislation that has been passed as it relates to the county recording fees.  The County and City collaboration is needed for some of those revenue streams to be created.  We wanted to come before you as a committee and individuals in the community that has a passion for affordable housing.  Many of you know I have been very involved in creating affordable housing in our community; and if you don’t know, just drive down Walnut on your way home and you can see some of our projects there.  As we continue to try to meet some of the affordable housing needs in our community its important we have the full support of our City Council as well as County Commissioners and County Council because that is our fiscal body we will need to talk to in the future.       

President Jarboe:  John where do we go from here?

Attorney Hamilton:  I got my copy of this today.  It appears this was an advisory task force set up to make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council.  I assume there is going to have to be some communication between the administration and this body to formulate a procedure and plan and see where you go from here.  Tonight it is proper to receive the information, ask questions and discuss.  I think in actual terms of steps there is going to have to be some dialogue between the administration and this Council before final decisions or action can be taken.  

Adrian Brooks:  As we go to the County side of our local government, I think we need to say that we have the full support of the City Council in some kind of affirmative way.  I think there might be some potential funding streams that could come form the City as well. We would lean heavily upon those of you that would know more about that.  Perhaps City Councilman Melcher may have some creative ways to identify some of those funds that we could utilize.  

President Jarboe:  Are there any questions by members of Council?

Councilman Adams:  Reverend Brooks, I got this report at 4:00 Friday evening and I have studied it two or three times over the weekend.  I think it is an exciting idea.  Just a minor technical thing, it says on the first page or third page, “the funds will be 85 percent directed to the resources to household,” is that to assume there is 15 percent administration? 

Adrian Brooks:  Yes sir.  That is allowable and actually parallels some of the federal allowances as well in terms of administering federally funded programs.  We look heavily at DMD at actually administering this especially in its genesis.  That would give DMD some resources to carry out these initiatives.

Councilman Adams:  I just wanted that clarification.  It is actually a pretty good tight number. 

Adrian Brooks:  Thank you, we run a lean operation around here in Evansville.

President Jarboe:    Are there any other questions or comments by members of Council?  I can assure you we will move to work with the administration to implement as much of this as we can and I do agree we need to talk to the County, where we can receive those county funds and where the county needs to move because this is not a city problem, a neighborhood problem, it is a community problem.  We are all in this together and we need to resolve this problem together.  

Adrian Brooks:  Is there a readiness in terms of the $170,000 on Council?  If the task committee comes up with some creative projects or if C.A.J.E. or some of its constituents come up with some ideas on how we could do some smaller projects to maybe get the momentum going?  I don’t know; I am asking the question?

President Jarboe:  I think we need to talk with the administration and see where funding would be available and where we could work with those types of numbers and what we need to do.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  [Inaudible]

Councilman Adams:  About the amount of money you have already?

Adrian Brooks:  Right, those are the funds we have available.  

President Jarboe:  Would you step forward Tonya?

Adrian Brooks:  Tonya knows about the revenue.

Tonya Turnley:  The $170,000 is not the Home Investments Partnership program monies; it was funds but it came from some type of national settlement that was divided between various communities throughout the country.  That $170,000 is separate from the Home Investments Partnership program funds.  I think the other funds that had been allocated previously were funds that were allocated for the administration and collaboration with our greater community where we are working with them on the inter program with the million dollar grant that we got through the state.  I think that was $170,000, but the $105,000 was for administration over a three year period and $35,000 per year for three years and there were funds that were allocated for buy-down for the two inter-houses as well as funds appropriated for non-low to moderate income households to move into the designated area.  The $170,000 he is referring to is still in a revenue account; we have not done a finance ordinance to have it put into an expenditure account at this point.

Councilman Melcher:  We used to have some funds in a housing trust fund.  I was thinking it was almost $400,000 at one time.  It might have been spent.  It was supposedly going to be matched by the banks.  The banks were going to match $500,000 if we hit.  All three banks were going to participate and that never happened.  I know the banks never participated.  They said they were going to.

Tonya Turnley:  It has dwindled.  We will be getting some of it back.  We did do a couple of loans and we are getting some payments back through Grace Whitney.  Also a couple of other with the inter homes, we did set aside that it does not look like they are going to utilize all of the money that was allocated for those houses, so that will be returned to the trust fund also.  

Councilman Melcher:  It sounds like our Greater Community probably got some of that money.

Tonya Turnley:  Yes.  

Councilman Melcher:  I think Keith is right; we will just have to go to see if we can find something.  

President Jarboe:  Are there any other questions or comments by members of Council?  Anyone else wish to speak?

Adrian Brooks:  Thank you for your time.
Lee Askins:  To the middle of ‘04 I was a Deputy Sheriff here for Vanderburgh County and I thought what I really need to do is build [inaudible].  I have been able to improve and sell three single-family residences.  I have one left that is broken into four units and I am neck deep in what we are here talking about.  One of the ladies that lives there when she heard I was trying to sell the place or tear the building down, almost physically had to be put in the hospital, she became so upset.  My wife and I prayed about it and decided if someone wants us in the low income housing business and so this apartment located at 311 E. Columbia, needs a lot work and I am taking my retirement pay each month as it comes in and putting a large portion of it to buy things and try to do a lot of work myself.   I cannot do it anymore.  If there was money like this available because I have heard for years we are losing low-income housing and we don’t necessarily want it in the inner city.  It’s there and I am trying to live with it.  If there was some money available and you guys could get it freed, I for one would be very happy.  My wife is in C.A.J.E.  She is the one who brought the idea to my mind that some people were trying to do something about it.  I am living the problem everyday and the house I have I know I will need lots of help with it.  Unfortunately, while you are remodeling you cannot have anyone living in it, so once again it has come out of my retirement pay.  If there is some relief coming I will stay in touch with C.A.J.E., because I am pretty sure they are interested.  I sure would like to think even if not for me, at least down the road people will have these places.  You hear so much about slumlords I let a lady stay in a place free for ten months so I don’t think I am a slumlord and I didn’t want to put her out because she had kids.  So things are there and there are people that care that owns those properties, but they need a little help from the City Council and whatever agencies may be able to help.  

 President Jarboe:  Any questions for Mr. Askins?  Anyone else wish to speak?  Is there anything else to come before Council under miscellaneous business?  

There will not be a City Council Meeting next Monday, February 18, 2008 because it is a Holiday (President’s Day).  The next meeting will be held February 25, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-6



An ordinance regarding mileage

Date: 
February 25, 2008



reimbursement.

Time:
5:05 p.m.

Notify: Joe Harrison, Jr.

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-5



An ordinance regarding street signs

Date: 
February 25, 2008

Time:
5:10 p.m.

Notify:
Brad Mills

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-7



An ordinance regarding employee 

Date: 
February 25, 2008



benefits

Time:
5:15 p.m.

Notify: Joe Harrison, Jr.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN B.J. WATTS

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-4



A petition to vacate an easement

Date:
February 25, 2008



ditch. 

Time:
5:20 p.m.




Petitioner: Buena Vista Medical

Notify: Christopher Wischer



Re:
Ordinance G-2007-16



A petition to vacate a public way

Date:
April 14, 2008




11 N.W. 5th Street

Time:
5:15 p.m.

Notify: Brian Carroll



FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN

Re:
Resolution C-2008-5



A preliminary resolution declaring 
 

Date:
February 25, 2008



an Economic Redevelopment/


Time: 
5:25 p.m.




Rehabilitation of Real Property


Notify:
Julie Gorman (G.A.G.E.) 


located at 2500 N. First Ave.

Re:
Resolution C-2008-6



A resolution granting a waiver of 

Date:
February 25, 2008



noncompliance for an economic 

Time: 
5:25 p.m.




revitalization area for Mead Johnson

Notify:
Julie Gorman (G.A.G.E.)

Re: 
Resolution C-2008-7



A resolution confirming the 

Date:
February 25, 2008



declaration of property tax phase-in 

Time: 
5:25 p.m.




installation of new manufacturing 

Notify:
Julie Gorman (G.A.G.E.)


equipment (Mead Johnson)

Re:
Resolution C-2008-8



A resolution confirming the 

Date:
February 25, 2008



declaration of tax phase-in for


Time: 
5:25 p.m.




redevelopment and/or rehabilitation 

Notify:
Julie Gorman (G.A.G.E.)


of property located at 7th Avenue and 

Cody Street (Pioneer Development 

Services, Inc.)

Re:
Ordinance F-2007-18



An ordinance concerning the 

Date:
To be announced



 annexation and contiguous territory

Time:






 known as Marina Point

Notify: Lisa Acobert






Re: 
Ordinance F-2008-1



An ordinance concerning the

Date:
To be announced



annexation of contiguous territory

Time:






in Knight Township

Notify: Lisa Acobert

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Friend and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Lynn Buhr, Deputy City Clerk   
PAGE  

- 14 -


