
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

March 17, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 17, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Robinson 

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Watts.                  .

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the March 17, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

YOUTH RESOURCES TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Korb
Sammi Burnworth

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held March 17, 2008.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR MARCH 14th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for March 17, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from March 10, 2008 Meeting.

*Board of Zoning Appeals agenda for March 20, 2008.

*Ambulance Call Summary.

*Ordinances G-2008-10, G-2008-11 and G-2008-12.

*Resolutions C-2008-11, C-2008-12 and C-2008-13.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission agenda for March 18, 2008 meeting.  

*An E-mail from Congressman Brad Ellsworth.

*A copy of Nations Cities Weekly.

*The Levee Authority Financial Report for January 2008.

*A packet from the Evansville Housing Authority.
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-10

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING STORM WATER ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AND AMENDING TITLE 5 OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

ORDINANCE G-2008-11

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CONSTRUCTION SITE AND POST-CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER RUNOFF CONTROL IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AND AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

ORDINANCE G-2008-12

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE’S EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL ORDINANCE AND AMENDING CHAPTER 9.98 OF TITLE 9 OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

RESOLUTION C-2008-11

FINANCE
 

 

CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE CONFIRMING THE DECLARATION OF AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR REHABILITATION OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES (OUR GREATER EVANSVILLE, 116 AND 120 MADISON)
RESOLUTION C-2008-12

FINANCE
 

 

CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT/REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 2500 N. FIRST AVENUE AND NORTH THIRD AVENUE 

(LOWE’S HOME CENTERS, INC.)

RESOLUTION C-2008-13

FINANCE 

 


CURT JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE GRANTING A WAIVER OF COMPLIANCE FOR AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR OUR GREATER EVANSVILLE (116 AND 120 MADISON)

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-8

ASD (CONNIE ROBINSON)
   
MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMON SYSTEM FOR ADDRESSING PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, FOR POSTING ADDRESSES ON CITY STRUCTURES AND AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.30.153, 15.150.152(B) AND 15.150.186(C) OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



ASD





CHAIRWOMAN CONNIE ROBINSON

Councilman Melcher: Mr. President, your ASD Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance G-2008-8 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move this Ordinance to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-8

ASD (CONNIE ROBINSON)
   
MELCHER

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMON SYSTEM FOR ADDRESSING PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, FOR POSTING ADDRESSES ON CITY STRUCTURES AND AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.30.153, 15.150.152(B) AND 15.150.186(C) OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2008-8 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2008-8 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
APPROVAL OF THE YOUTH SPORTS GRANTS

Chairman Melcher:  Mr. President and Members of Council, your Sports Grants Committee met earlier last week, and we had $50,000 as you know we passed in budget.  We had $97,830.09, so we basically cut almost half of it.  We did what we thought was pretty fair giving everybody about the same amount as last year and we added some new ones. Are there any questions for me?  
Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to approve the Youth Sports Grants.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

APPROVAL OF THE YOUTH LEADERSHIP GRANTS

Chairman Watts:  Mr. President, your Youth Leadership Committee met today.  My recommendation is totaling $10,000.  

President Jarboe:  Are there any questions by members of Council on the Youth Leadership Grants?

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the Youth Leadership Grants.   Voice Vote.  So Ordered.

President Jarboe:  I would be remiss if I did not welcome our City Clerk back from her hiatus in the hospital.  I hope everything is well and welcome back.

Madam Clerk:  Yes, I will be high kicking before long.  With a new knee, I can do it. 

President Jarboe:  We have a presentation by Evansville MPO by Brad Mills.
Brad Mills: Brad Mills, Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization.  We are here tonight to present to the City Council the proposal of modifying Lincoln Avenue from a four-lane roadway to a three-lane roadway.  That will be one eastbound lane one westbound lane and then one center turn lane; with that that would give us larger lane widths and the opportunity for bicycles to maneuver along the roadway as well.  Dave Stensaas with my office is going to give a short presentation that we have on PowerPoint.  We have been meeting with property owners and residents along the neighborhood and roadway.  We have met with the University of Evansville, Memorial High School and St. Ben’s.  With their input we made some modifications to our proposal, with the four-lane section continuing in front of St. Ben’s and a modified three-lane in front of Memorial and a three-lane section that would continue onto the east.  

Councilman Melcher: This was tried two to three years ago and did not go very far, so we are going to see the whole thing tonight about where it is going to start and where it will end up? 

Brad Mills:  Yes.

Councilman Melcher:  I might have a question about where it is going to end up.  

Brad Mills:  Sure, that is fine.

Councilman Melcher:  Now is this…two or three years ago when we were going to do this the federal government was paying for it all.  The City did not pay for anything.  In this case, is this the same deal?

Brad Mills:  This is with federal dollars.  We have $305,000 roadway resurfacing and restriping.  It is my understanding that the city has repaved from Vann west to 41.  So the section between Vann and Green River Road needs to be repaved, so that money could be used to repave that section of roadway.

Councilman Melcher:  Okay.

David Stensaas:  A proposal to improve the safety of Lincoln Avenue and that is what the money Brad referred to was approved for, improving the safety of the corridor.  Some of the characteristics of the corridor are that it is the main entrance to the University of Evansville and St. Benedict’s Church and the secondary entrance to Memorial High School and the State Hospital.  It is mainly residential with concentrated commercial and institutional uses like the University.  It carries through on local traffic, it is a commuter route, but it is through neighborhoods.  Pedestrian traffic, particularly around the schools, is significant at times.   To reduce crashes, this corridor in between U.S. 41 and Green River Road is a high accident corridor as we documented in our corridor study, which led to this project being approved by the federal government.  We are proposing to convert Lincoln Avenue from a four-lane to three-lane cross section to wider outside lanes and a two-way center left turn lane.  This is primarily a restriping project.  There is no right of way required to do this.  As Brad referred to on the west end of this project we have made some design exceptions in front of St. Ben’s.  We would continue to have a four-lane profile and right after Benninghof we would convert the east bound to a one-lane and two-lanes coming westbound that would start in front of Memorial High School.  That would provide us wider lanes in front of the high school, which we feel is important for the pedestrian environment there.  East of Runnymede, we would turn that into a three-lane cross section with a two-way center left turn lane.  We are considering this project now…we feel this is an appropriate time to consider this because it is a high accident corridor due largely to the offset left turn vehicles.  We have about half of the crashes occurring at signalized intersections, which there is only about three of them, and about half occurring at the non-signalized intersections, which there are 31, I believe. Traffic volumes can be maintained at current levels at more neighborhood friendly speeds.  It will reduce the excessive speeds and speed variability as well as aggressive driving, people driving in and out of lanes to pass cars slowing down to take a left or right turn.  Emergency response times would be improved because vehicles will be able to use the center turn lane to respond to emergencies.  Pedestrian safety would be enhanced significantly with easier crossing; it’s much easier to cross a three-lane cross-section.  It would be more comfortable to walk on the sidewalks and safer…forty mile an hour cars going by you two feet away are not a very comfortable or safe environment and that is currently what the roadway is like.  The 14 foot outside curb lanes that we could provide could be designated as a bicycle route.  That is what the university really liked about this proposal.  The funding as Brad said…100% funding would expire if we do not use this money and if we do not encumber the funds by the end of July, beginning of August.  The safety benefits of the proposal are reduced conflict points; you see we have a four-lane and a three-lane diagram.  The four-lane has twice as many conflict points where it crosses a two-lane road.  This is primarily the problem with crashes is that there is increased conflict points and the sight distance problems.  Everybody knows when you are at a street like this and trying to turn left and there is opposing traffic trying to turn left, you can’t see the far lane very well.  With a three-lane design the sight distance would be very much improved and would provide a much safer intersection.  That reduces collisions and injuries.  The overall design reduces vehicle speeds, speed variability, and improves the pedestrian environment.  We looked at a lot of data on this.  We know it is safer from the studies done across the country.  The Iowa Department of Transportation Office of Traffic Safety did some extensive studies on 15 sites they converted from four-lane to three-lane and the results from the Iowa conversions reductions of 28% in crash frequency on three-lane cross section as opposed to a four-lane; 21% crash rate of those converted sites; major injury crashes reduced by 11% and minor by 31%; overall injury crashes reduced by 34%.  This is a street converted from a four-lane to a three-lane section in Orlando, FL in 2003.  This street has bicycle lanes.  The outside stripes are signifying the beginning of a bicycle lane next to parking.  What Orlando’s data shows a 34% reduction in their crash rate; 51% in the injury rate.  Crashes occur every 4.2 days as opposed to every 2.5 days when it was a four-lane cross section, and injuries occurring every 20.3 days as opposed to 8.9 days.   Pedestrian crashes went down to zero in that particular year and bicycle crashes went down from three to one.  We want you to look at the right hand column that shows conversions done in Seattle.  These numbers are pretty compelling; 58%, 49%, 61%, 60%, 59% and 28% crash reductions. You also notice that we have conversion on North 45th Street in Seattle that was done in 1972, so there has been a lot of experience with these roadway conversions.  One of the reasons this has been approved is because of the cost benefits analysis shows that over 20 years there is a five-fold benefit.  I am not sure what part of it, but part of it is considering the reduction in injuries and property damage that would result in going to a three-lane cross section.  Basically, after three years it is supposed to pay for itself in cost reduction.  Here is what Lincoln Avenue looks like in front of the University of Evansville currently.  Our concept of what it will look like is wider curb lanes, two-way center turn lanes; and this vehicle is making a left hand turn into this lane.  This cross street is Alvord Blvd.; the concept is it will look like this if this proposal is selected to go forward.  East of Vann by the State Hospital, this is the concept of what we will be doing.  Other cities that have had success with three-lane road conversions; Iowa has 15 cities that have done these types of conversions; Tucson, AZ has an active program doing this.  They have converted ten of their major streets and are planning more; East Lansing, MI has four streets; Colorado Springs is very active in doing this.  They have done four and have six more planned.  We have 17 other cities from North America and even New Zealand.  Athens, GA has a bicycle lane right and left one either side.   East Boulevard is fairly similar to what we have on Lincoln Avenue.  It has a little more traffic.  East of Vann is where we have the heaviest traffic.  This has about 20,000 vehicles per day and east of Vann we have 13,500.  This has very narrow four foot bicycle lanes which is less than what is recommended.  I went to Charlotte and talked to the Road and Traffic Engineer found out this has been pretty popular especially for people that live in this corridor that use it a lot for walking and biking.  We have to be concerned with the traffic capacity; will it be able to handle that?  There is a lot of data around the country that shows that in most cases conversion will accommodate the same amount of traffic, perhaps slightly less or more.  Some have improved the vehicle capacity.  We have modeled this with data that is very recent and it looks like we will be able to handle the capacity.  Some of the capacity would siphon off to Bellemeade Avenue, but that is probably short term.  We may see that it has as much capacity.  To compare these numbers, the average daily traffic, these are much higher numbers than what we have on Lincoln Avenue.  East of Vann has about 13, 500.  There are streets with three lanes that are carrying 30,000, so capacity is not really an issue especially on the west side of this corridor which averages about 8,000 per day.  We talked about how this reduces speed…we have looked at if there is a problem with speed.  Traffic counts we took that record speeds of vehicles shows that we have higher speeds of 35 mph limit on a 30 mph road.  We see traffic traveling more at what we normally expect on a 35 mph road; eight percent of vehicles traveling over 40 mph, daytime between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. vehicle speeds consistently at 35 to 36 mph. This is the 85th percentile speed that traffic engineers use to benchmark to set, that is 85% of vehicles going that fast or slower.  The closest five mph zone down from that is usually selected as the speed limit that means it should really be a 35mph.  Well it really shouldn’t be if it is posted as a 30 mph zone and we have two schools and that is what we determined to be a safe speed for this road.  The speed of vehicle hitting a pedestrian, there is a marked difference when we talk about 35 mph and 40 mph in fatality rates.  It is almost a twofold difference.  Getting the speed down on Lincoln Avenue, particularly on the west end, would be a very good idea.  As a pedestrian, which of these intersections would you rather cross?  We are not proposing that we will have a lot of pedestrian refuge islands on this three-lane cross section but it is certainly an option at some point that the city could put these in.  Crossing four lanes of traffic can be pretty hairy.  You have a lot of threats and no refuge areas.  Even with a three-lane cross section without a pedestrian refuge island, typically a pedestrian can stand in the center turn lane and wait for a gap and that is what makes it safer.  It puts the traffic further out from the sidewalk and that is what makes you feel more comfortable walking down the sidewalk but it does not improve the safety of pedestrians walking on the sidewalk.  This is Edgewater Drive in Orlando, and it shows there was a 23% increase in pedestrian activity after they converted to three lanes, which shows there is a demand in sidewalk environment that was not being met previously; people with disabilities, older and younger folks that don’t feel comfortable walking that close to high speed traffic.  With bicycle accommodations right now things are not comfortable on this road because ten foot lanes you cannot share with a vehicle if you are riding as far to the right as possible.  A lot of people choose to ride on a sidewalk, which is illegal and unsafe for pedestrians and cyclists.  There are injuries created in certain places, dense areas and this would allow an opportunity for some people to use the street and feel more comfortable riding adjacent to vehicle traffic when you have a 14 foot lane.  We would have bicycle route signs and try to encourage it.  There is some potential money to some education and outreach if this project gets approved for bicycle motorist’s cooperation.  This would be the lay out and we feel it would be safer for cyclist.  This quote speaks to what this project represents and helps us balance the needs of all people no matter what their abilities or their income levels to use the roadway.  As a summary to the project we have: improved vehicular safety, reduction in crashes, reduction in speed, improved pedestrian safety, the provision of a bicycle route, improved emergency response time and a very good cost benefit ratio. With that we will take any questions you may have.     

Councilwoman Mosby:  Thank you for the presentation, I do appreciate that.  I have received several phone calls in the last week or two regarding this type of project.  One of the main concerns are Parishioners from St. Bens…I know that you are keeping that possibly four-lane there if this goes through.  Are they still going to be allowed to have the parking?

David Stensaas:  Yes, that is exactly why we made the design exemption so that the parking could be maintained for St. Ben’s.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  Alright, thank you.

Councilman Melcher:  At one time there were three churches involved with this and they all have parking issues.  Are the other two churches okay now?

David Stensaas:  I know you are probably thinking of Methodist Temple and possibly the Lutheran Church…we have talked to both of them and they are both fine with that.  I talked to the minister at Methodist Temple and they have about maybe ten people that would use Lincoln Avenue per week.  He said he did not think it was a problem to eliminate the parking on Lincoln Avenue.  The Lutheran Church called and gave us a nod on this as a good idea on the project.  

Councilman Melcher:  I have also had calls and I guess it is more for the eastside, where are you going to take the three lanes…all to Green River Road?

David Stensaas:  No not all the way to Green River Road, but we are still analyzing what would be the best place to terminate the project on the east end. There is an issue with Bethel Temple’s school…pick up and drop off is the same kind of thing Memorial has.  We may terminate the three-lane profile at the east end of the hospital grounds.  That might be the best place.   We are not sure exactly.

Councilman Melcher:  So then you are going to be merging…so people won’t merge right away?  

David Stensaas:  We would design it to go back to a four-lane.

Councilman Melcher:  I don’t know how you are going to design it, but I know how they are going to drive.

David Stensaas:  Yeah, well.

Councilman Melcher:  Wouldn’t it be safer to start formatting it somewhere past the State Hospital?  

David Stensaas:  We are going to look at that.

Councilman Melcher:  That is what I would be more favorable of…maybe that is where you need to start it before it got down to the neighborhood associations and all the other businesses down there.

Brad Mills:  Steve, we would be happy to consider that.  We have been speaking with Pat Keepes the City Engineer.  That is a possibility.  Part of the hope, from Pat’s part, was if we redid that section we could use the money for repaving in that area.  If we are not able to do that then the city would have to pay for that repaving so it would not be a part of our project.  

Councilman Melcher:  Are we paving in front of St. Ben’s?  

Brad Mills:  No, that has already been repaved.

Councilman Melcher:  So what you are saying is that you are going to stop somewhere…that does not makes sense to me.

Brad Mills:  We had initially planned to stop somewhere around Hebron and then we had some concerns from Bethel Temple.

Councilman Melcher:  Well, I would be upset with Hebron.

Brad Mills:  So we are looking farther west to stop the project, but we are open to that.

Councilman Melcher:  Is this going to come to the MPO?

Brad Mills:  Yes.  

Councilman Melcher:  Because I sit on that committee.  I am very interested in where this is going to end up.  

Brad Mills:  We don’t want to throw the whole project out because of a couple pieces that there might be problems.

Councilman Melcher:  I am not saying that, I am saying that if we could do something that [inaudible]…we ought to be able to do something at the other end that has 13,000 cars.

Brad Mills:  We will be happy to work with the city to come up with a plan that is acceptable for the majority of our community.  

Councilman Melcher: Okay.

David Stensaas:  One of things I might add to that is I’ve looked at the traffic situation at Bethel Temple and we are intending to speak to them about their traffic circulation.  They already have some restrictions on traffic entering Lincoln Avenue and there is a possibility they can do some internal circulation things to improve that and make it possible for us to carry the three lanes to Hebron.  We still need to evaluate if that would work or not.  

Councilman Melcher:  I don’t know if I would be in favor of that.   We have businesses down there and everything else.  It all starts happening right there when you leave the State Hospital grounds.  I would like it to end somewhere along there.  I’d ask more, but we will see what everyone else has.

Councilman Adams:  I have had a couple of calls from neighbors around Memorial High School and it’s a bedlam at the end of school and they think it is a great idea.

Councilman Kniese:  Has there been any concern, if I am heading east from 41 going from a four lane into a three lane, if you have two cars side by side heading east and you are merging into one lane, help me understand how that works from a safety standpoint?  

Brad Mills:  It would be the same way any four-lane road would taper down to a two-lane road.  We do about a foot of taper for every ten feet of length and we would have a merge sign set in advance of that so they would be aware this would be happening, that you are going down to one lane.

Councilman Kniese:  How far did you say that typically is?

Brad Mills:  If it is a ten foot wide lane that would be at least 100 feet.

Councilman Kniese:  Correct me if I am wrong the proposal had 14 foot lanes on each side, if there were to be a bicycle path would there be a designated path for bicycles or is it just a wide lane for them to use part of?  Is there not a separate striping for that?

Brad Mills:  Based on the federal guidelines, the 14 foot would not be wide enough for us to stripe a separate path so it would be a wider shoulder to allow for a bicycle route.  

Councilman Kniese:  Okay.  The final question is, if things were to move forward and this were implemented, would you be able to come back to us and provide us some statistics after its been in place for a certain number of months or years to show what the statistics have played out compared to what these other cities?

Brad Mills:  Yes, we plan to do that.

Councilman Kniese:  Okay, thank you.

David Stensaas:  The 14 foot outside curb lane is a recommended facility by the Association of State and Federal State Highway Transportation Officials as a designated bicycle facility.  We need that 14 feet though to meet that recommendation and typically bicycle routes in urban areas that is what we have…14 feet anywhere, any city you go that is proven to be a minimum safe distance for cars and bikes to cooperate in the same area.  

President Jarboe:  So Brad, would you put up the signage that says shared lanes along a route like that.  

Brad Mills:  I believe we could do that if we had sufficient funding.  If not, I am sure we could work with the city to get that accomplished.

President Jarboe:  Correct me if I am wrong, there are shared lanes and there are also dedicated lanes?

Brad Mills:  Yes.

Councilman Melcher:  Can you give me your timetable because it is not here?  You said the money runs out in July or something?  I did not think it ran out then.

Brad Mills:  I think it runs out around the end of August; so what we would like to do if we get everyone to agree to the project is to speak to the City Engineer, speak to the Mayor, try to get the project advanced, get it designed and see if we can get construction started at the latter part of the summer.  

Councilman Melcher:  Then all we have is the latter part of the summer that is not August.  You say everybody’s approval, who is everybody?

Brad Mills:  We have to get the City Engineer and the Mayor; the Mayor will have the ultimate decision.  We are bringing it to this body for their endorsement if they wish to do so or to answer any questions.  I also would hope we have an opportunity for the public to speak.  I believe there are a number of people present that might have comments as well.

Councilman Melcher:  I believe there is.  Okay, thank you.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else on Council have any question or comments?  Seeing none.  We have quite an audience tonight, so I am sure there are some folks out here that would like to have their say.  I would ask that you make your comments brief, tell us what you need or would like to say and if someone has said what you wanted to say if you could keep it short and not continually repeat the same things.  We want to hear what you have to say, so is there someone in the audience who would like to speak first?

Darlene Winkle:  My name is Darlene Wefel.  I am the President of the Evansville Bicycle Club, I live in Newburgh, Indiana, 704 Cypress Street.  I am here representing the club and we are behind this project.  We cycled over the last ten years over 2 million miles.  A lot of it is done in Vanderburgh and Warrick county.  I have a few statistics about commuting miles.  We have a number of people that commute back and forth to work, to the grocery store, the post office, run errands and things they do that they would normally take a car.  Last year we only had seven people turning in their mileage but those seven people turned in 10,287 miles.  With gas prices going up to almost $4.00 per gallon you will see more and more people commuting to work instead of putting money into their vehicles and burning gas.  I am here to support this project; I think it is a good idea.  I commute sometimes from Newburgh to Evansville to work.  It would be nice to have a safe margin there.  Lincoln Avenue is too crowded to go on and those wide margins mean a lot to somebody out on a bicycle.  Thank you.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

Doug Briody:  My name is Doug Briody, I am an Evansville Attorney and I reside at 839 Stall Court on the eastside of Evansville.  Also, I am President and Founder of the Miles Ahead Coalition Inc., a local nonprofit dedicated to advocating a bicycle friendly Southwestern Indiana and advocating use of bicycles and other forms of alternative transportation.  There are a lot of reasons to do that.  Obviously with the price of gasoline, many citizens feel the desire to save mileage on their vehicles.  The AAA indicates the average annual cost of operating a private passenger vehicle is $7,800 per year; the cost of operating a bicycle is below $120 in contrast.  Communities both nationwide and around the world have recognized a need and responsibility to provide more options for their citizens to get around than just private passenger vehicles.  There is a national trend to allow people to bicycle more often, to bicycle to more places and to feel safer when doing so.  There are a lot of reasons for doing so, both utilitarian in terms of transporting people from one place to another and recreational.  Bicycling improves our environmental health as well as our personal health; it reduces traffic congestions and enhances the quality of life.  We hear sounds of acclaim from many here locally of how we need to improve the quality of life issues to draw more citizens into our community.  It also provides financial rewards and savings such as decreased healthcare costs and decreased costs of automobile operation.  A few statistics I think are noteworthy from the Federal Highway Administration Department of Transportation, Transportation Planning Handbook, “31% of Americans that primarily drive a private passenger vehicle would prefer to commute or run errands through other means of transportation such as bicycles if they felt there were safe facilities for doing so; among regular cyclists 40% of those who do not regularly commute by bicycle would do so if they felt there were access to safe bicycle facilities; and out of non-cyclists more than one-third have indicated that they would like to start riding their bicycle to work if they could have access to bike lanes or shared lanes on the roadways.”  Particularly the importance along the Lincoln Avenue corridor there are a number of students that use bicycles to transport themselves both to the University of Evansville as well as the public and parochial schools in the area.  It is important this corridor be made safe for transportation not only for motorists but also for pedestrians and cyclists.  It is currently not safe for anyone to use Lincoln Avenue for cycling but with the expansion of the lanes to 14 foot for travel it would do so and I would encourage this Council to get behind the MPO’s efforts in this regard.  Thank you.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

Gene Brouillard:  My name is Gene Brouillard.  I reside at 1100 Loft Cove on the eastside of Evansville.  I also have been active in cycling in the Evansville area and have been the past President of the Evansville Bicycle Club.  I use my bike for recreation and commuting.  I go from the Eastside to the Westside a lot of times.  These bike lanes I have seen all over the country.  I work for the federal government and have had the opportunity to work in many states all the way from the west coast to New York City.  It is really a quality of life thing I think.  Evansville has been embarking on the Greenway and stuff like that and I think this project when you have the bicycle lanes…when I initially attended the meeting with the master plan they showed the use of bicycle lanes to go to the greenway to get people in these neighborhoods access to the rest of the city.  I am in favor of this too because it lends access to the people in the neighborhoods to spread out into the city and use their bicycles.  Thank you very much for your time.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening? 

Vanessa Stanfield:  My name is Vanessa Stanfield.  My husband and I live in Newburgh at 2900 Joellen Lane and I am just a Mom in the Evansville community, we have a little boy that is one year old and I love to ride my bike and I have a trailer that I can pull my baby behind me.  We are here with another family with three young kids and we are all very much excited about the idea of having a bike route through Evansville so our family can safely bike and enjoy not having to spend money on gas, to have our children outdoors and enjoying the community.  I just wanted to give our support as the families in the area.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

David Yeley:  My name is David Yeley and I live at 8242 Kuebler Road.  I am a longtime member of the Bicycle Club and one of the founding people in the group so I know their strong interest in bicycling.  I step up to…is the stimulus of and the attractiveness of Evansville.  As a realtor things that bring people in from other communities we are looking for things that are attractive that bring people from areas that have such features.  We need to look at that as well. Thank you.

Brenda White:  My name is Brenda White.  My husband and I live at 624 S. Norman Avenue.  We moved there 18 years ago today.  I am here to let you know I do not oppose it.  Usually when I stand here I am opposing something.  I am for this because I believe it will help the character of the neighborhood.  You have heard me before speak about the character of the neighborhood, how important I believe it is for the city to care and help maintain the character of the neighborhood.  I also think it will be safer, well I hope it will be safer.  When I was here before we were talking about the Subway and I think with this plan it would be safer to have Subway on the corner of Rotherwood if the plan is carried through and done properly.  I do have a question, about the math…I hear them talk about ten foot lanes, ten times four is 40 feet and then I here them talk about 14 foot lanes times three which is…I just don’t know?

Brad Mills:  The roadway width varies from 37 feet to a little over 40 feet.  What we are proposing is two 14 feet through lanes and a ten foot center lane.  The lanes today are ten foot or less.  

Brenda White:  Thank you.  Anyway, because of safety and character issues, I think this would be a good thing.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

Nicholas Goodman:  My name is Nicholas Goodman; 1227 SE Second Street, I live downtown.  I rode my bike here.  I used to work at one of the local bike shops and there is a very large bike community around here that people are not aware of because people end up shuttling their bikes out to the country to ride because it is not safe.  I know it is not safe through the experience of riding all over town and not even being safe for the cyclist and the vehicles.  People will not pass me because they are not safe, three or four cars behind them they are upset because they are going slow.  I have had things tossed out the windows at me, sodas, drinks, people yelling, honking and swerving.  It is not safe for cyclists or anybody.  People will take their bikes out to the wetlands or the river bottoms because nobody drives down there.  There is enough people here we would utilize this.  We are a pretty big city; I have been to a lot of big cities that we are the same size of the same metropolitan area that there are bike lanes everywhere.  For us to keep up I think it is our responsibility to get behind…[tape stopped]…and we are concerned with downtown and doing that, we need something that will go from one side of town to another.  The greenway project is nice but it is not a commuting thing, it is a site seeing thing.  It’s not something someone can go across town to get to work, go pick up groceries, do other things…so I don’t know…I just wanted to show up and say my support and say that I am behind it.  There are a whole lot of other people out there are behind it.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

Reverend Cameron Reising:  My name is Reverend Cameron Reising.  I reside at 7515 Hogue Road on the Westside of Evansville.  I’ve been an avid cyclist in Evansville for many years and would like to be able to commute more if there were more appropriate lanes and avenues on which I could commute.  I wanted to lift up another issue that has come up recently in my family, I have a teenage son who is a student at USI and about a year ago he and his friends began borrowing their parents bicycles and riding around town.  This has become an activity for them that they greatly enjoy and I am tickled to see my son and his friends, instead of driving around in their car, getting out on their bicycles, sight-seeing neighborhoods, meeting people, having girls yell out them and doing all that kind of stuff which is fun and healthy.  And I have yet seen any of them riding their bicycles and drinking beer at the same time.  So I see that as another plus.  I am certainly in favor of "three-laneing" Lincoln.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?

Paul Jenson:  My name is Paul Jenson.  I reside at 6231 Shoreham Drive. I have been an avid cyclist for about 35 years.  It is difficult in Evansville to be a cyclist.  I used to commute to school but can’t any longer because I am afraid I won’t make it.  I see the Lincoln Avenue three-lane as a start.  I hope it is a completion of turning Evansville into a friendly city.  I teach at the University of Evansville, and talking with seniors when this project became a subject of concern, many students that have graduated from the university look for a position or career and think about the quality of life.  Another thing they think about is a commuting way to get to their job without having to use an automobile…doing something that is healthy.  I just wanted to make the point that there are a lot of constituents that do want to use this kind of system.  If Evansville becomes friendlier, we may save more university students staying here after they graduate.  Right now, they realize Evansville is not a very safe place to cycle.

President Jarboe:  Anyone else wish to speak this evening?  I’d like to thank everyone for their comments.  

Councilman Adams:  Brad, this is the second time I have seen this presentation and I am really impressed with the data.  It is very compelling.  Have you been able to find any negative data where this has been instituted?

Brad Mills:  Obviously, we have not been out looking for it, but we have not seen anything that has been negative to it.  Some of the cities we’d shown Iowa, Tucson, Arizona, for example, if they are doing it and continuing to do it, there must be something to it otherwise they would stop.  This is not the end of the road, if in ten years we say boy that was a mistake we should make it four lanes, all we have to do is put down some different paint whenever we repave the road.  

David Stensaas:  Some of the localities that have converted have an issue with the first few months.  It’s like Councilman Kniese alerted to merging as being a problem.  People are not in the habit of it to start with.  Some of these communities like Charlotte and Tucson have had some of those growing pains.  Typically, things settle down and everything levels out.  If we do this, we might see that people are going to be writing to the Courier and Press with really negative comments or calling the Mayor and calling everyone a fool for doing this, but things will settle down eventually and in short order.

Councilman Adams:  I think there is no doubt if you can get your cardiac output up by using your legs as opposed your tongue it is better for you.

President Jarboe:  Any other questions or comments?  Seeing none.  

There will not be a meeting on March 24, 2008 and March 31, 2008.

The next meeting will be held April 7, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.
Councilman John:  My question is where do we go from here?  Are you expecting something from us this evening or at some point in time?  

Brad Mills:  What I will do from here is speak to the City Engineer and then we present the project to the Mayor and get his comments, I am assuming he speaks with you so I would appreciate any comments you might have to him and let him know your thoughts on the project.  We would like the project to proceed forward but we are asking for community support.  It appears we have a good basis of support and with that we would like to see the project move forward and that would be through the Mayor and the City Engineer’s office.  

Councilman Melcher:  You said something about a public meeting, is that before the Mayor or after the Mayor?

David Stensaas:  Well this is our public presentation that we have done.  We had not planned to present another one, but it’s something we could do if you would desire to.  

Councilman Melcher:  I was just asking, I thought you said there was going to be one.

Councilman Friend:  Brad, do you know what the costs of the pedestrian havens would be especially in the U of E area?

Brad Mills:  I don’t know if we have done that…did we calculate those?

David Stensaas:  The Transportation Engineer I spoke with in Charlotte have just done this project said to figure about $25,000 a piece and those are with landscaping, the fancy pavement stuff around there.  

President Jarboe:  Anything else?  Seeing none.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN WATTS

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-10



An ordinance regarding storm water 

Date:
April 7, 2008




illicit discharge detection and


Time:
5:05 p.m.




elimination and amending Title 5 of 

Notify: Pat Keepes 




the Municipal Code

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-11



An ordinance regarding construction 

Date:
April 7, 2008




site and post-construction storm


Time:
5:05 p.m.




water runoff control and amending

Notify: Pat Keepes 




Title 9 of the Municipal Code

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-12



An ordinance amending the erosion

Date:
April 7, 2008




and sediment control ordinance and


Time:
5:05 p.m.




amending Chapter 9.98 of Title 9 of
Notify: Pat Keepes




Municipal Code
Re:
Ordinance G-2008-9



A petition to vacate a public way

Date:
April 7, 2008




Lot #3, 1335 N. Cullen Ave.


Time:
5:20 p.m.




(Cullen Industrial Park)

Notify: David True 

Re:
Ordinance G-2007-16



An ordinance to vacate a certain

Date:
April 14, 2008




public way 

Time:   5:15 p.m.






Notify: Brian Carroll

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:
C-2008-13

 


A resolution granting a waiver

Date:
April 7, 2008




of compliance for an economic


Time:
5:00 p.m.




revitalization area for Our Greater 

Notify: Julie Gorman 




Evansville (116 and 120 Madison)


Re:
C-2008-11

 


A resolution for property tax phase-

Date:
April 7, 2008




in (Our Greater Evansville, 116 and


Time:  5:00 p.m.

120 Madison)

Notify: Julie Gorman

Re:
C-2008-12

 


A resolution for property tax phase-

Date:
April 7, 2008




in of real properties located at


Time:
5:00 p.m.




2500 N. First Ave. and 

Notify: Julie Gorman




N. Third Ave. (Lowes)

Re:
Ordinance F-2007-18



The annexation of Marina Point

Date:
April 14, 2008

Time: 
5:00 p.m.

Notify: Lisa Acobert

Re:
Ordinance F-2008-1



The annexation of adjacent and

Date:
May 12, 2008




contiguous territory

Time:
5:10 p.m.








Notify: Lisa Acobert

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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