
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 14, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 14, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with Vice-President Stephen Melcher presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John.

Absent:  Jarboe and Watts.
There being seven (7) members present and two (2) member absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Mosby.                  .

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the April 14, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

YOUTH RESOURCES TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Perry is our Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2007 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held April 7, 2008.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL 4th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for April 14, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from April 7, 2008.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2008-6, R-2008-7, R-2008-8, R-2008-9 and R-2008-10.

*Board of Zoning Appeals April Agenda.

*Area Plan Staff Reports and Minutes from March 13, 2008 APC Meeting.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Report on the Urban Forestry Program for 2007.

*Department of Urban Forestry Newsletter.

*A memorandum from Matthew M. Price regarding Marina Point Annexation.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Tax Phase-in Compliance Review.

*Legal Aid Statistics for March, 2008.

*An invitation to the Evansville Convention & Visitors Bureau breakfast for

  Sister City guests from Tochigi City, Japan.
*Revised agenda from Evansville Redevelopment Commission.

*Pamphlet on Urban Forestry. 
Is there a motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting?  

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.  

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE R-2008-6

TO APC      
     
         


R-2 TO R-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1650 S. LINWOOD

PETITIONER: 
TRI-STATE MEN’S CENTER (ROBERT A. COLLINS) 

OWNER:

NEW BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

REP:


EDWARD W. BATTUGER

DISTRICT:

CONNIE ROBINSON, WARD 4

ORDINANCE R-2008-7

TO APC      
     
         


M-2 TO R-1

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1146 STANLEY AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
GROSSMAN RENTALS, LLC 

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


KRISTA B. LOCKYEAR

DISTRICT:

STEPHEN MELCHER, WARD 3

ORDINANCE R-2008-8

TO APC      
     
         


M-3 TO R-2

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1413 FOUNTAIN AVENUE

PETITIONER:
DAVID P. BARTLETT

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

ORDINANCE R-2008-9

TO APC      
     
         


R-4 TO C-1

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 320 HARRIET STREET

PETITIONER: 
DAVID P. BARTLETT 

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

ORDINANCE R-2008-10

TO APC      
     
         


R-1 TO R-3

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 356 S. RED BANK

PETITIONER: 
WAGNER INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


SAME

DISTRICT:

B.J. WATTS, WARD 6

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2008-3

FROM APC      
     
 
   
C-1 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1926 COVERT AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
ZEIAD DOLEH 

OWNER:

SAME

REP:


STEVEN L. BOHLEBER

DISTRICT:

MISSY MOSBY, WARD 2

This petition goes forward with a recommendation for approval, having 9 affirmative votes.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2008-3

FROM APC      
     
 
  
 C-1 TO C-4

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE CERTAIN REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, STATE OF INDIANA, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 1926 COVERT AVENUE

PETITIONER: 
ZEIAD DOLEH 

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
R-2008-3 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent: Jarboe and Watts.
There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2008-3 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-16

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE AN ALLEY RUNNING THROUGH LOTS 1-6 IN BLOCK 31, EASTERN ENLARGEMENT TO THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK “E” PAGES 16 & 17, IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF VANDERBURGH COUNTY, INDIANA

ORDINANCE G-2008-13

ASD (ROBINSON)



       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE BY ESTABLISHING USE GROUPS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING CERTAIN ADULT BUSINESSES

ORDINANCE G-2008-14

ASD (ROBINSON)



       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE: ZONING CODE

ORDINANCE F-2007-18

FINANCE
   
    

       

JOHN

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE ANNEXATION OF ADJACENT AND CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY KNOWN AS MARINA POINT

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, tonight your ASD Committee met and heard Ordinances G-2008-13 and G-2008-14 and they come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

FINANCE





CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN
Councilman John: Mr. President, tonight your Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance F-2007-18 and it will be held until 5:20 p.m. April 28, 2008.
PUBLIC WORKS 




CHAIRMAN WATTS

Councilman John:  Mr. President, tonight your Public Works Committee met and heard Ordinance G-2007-16 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2007-16

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 B.J. WATTS

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE AN ALLEY RUNNING THROUGH LOTS 1-6 IN BLOCK 31, EASTERN ENLARGEMENT TO THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK “E” PAGES 16 & 17, IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF VANDERBURGH COUNTY, INDIANA

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2007-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent: Jarboe and Watts.
There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2007-16 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-13

ASD (ROBINSON)



     JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CODE BY ESTABLISHING USE GROUPS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING CERTAIN ADULT BUSINESSES

Councilman John moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2008-13 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent: Jarboe and Watts.
There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2008-13 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-14

ASD (ROBINSON)



       JARBOE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE: ZONING CODE

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2008-14 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent: Jarboe and Watts.
There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2008-14 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will no be a meeting Monday, April 21st.  The next meeting will be held April 28, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:00 p.m.
Don Neidig:  Good evening, I am Don Neidig.  I have a great interest in my home town’s progress.  I have been involved in local real estate for over 50 years.  I was at the council meeting in the early 60’s when Carl Kuebler, Kuebler Furniture Company, 520 North Main Street and also many business people from downtown and the north side loudly complaining about blocking Main Street off with the Civic Center.  The more people living downtown creating a 24-hour day is something we should strive to achieve.  The Mayor put the loft program together and that has been great.  I have not seen this much downtown activity since the 50’s.  The loft program is really just the tip of the iceberg.  For instance, the old Grey Hound site, just a block from the food and drink, banking, and other services and two blocks from the Riverwalk, would probably be more suitable and a prime piece of land, if designed right, for townhouses and condos.  I have talked to several people, who are interested in buying downtown housing, but first they want to see where and if the stadium might be located downtown before they make up their mind. They do not want to live downtown if the stadium is going to be located right at their front door, so to speak.  They would not be happy about the additional traffic congestion during special events, and I am not sure you would be either.  According to the Evansville Arena Site presentation March 5, 2008, it states that the 23 acres Jacobsville Site needs garages and lots developed when the present stadium has 11 acres with no parking garages. I had trouble understanding this need.  I have heard from a few people about parking garages and also a concrete block company employee concerned about his wife’s handicap and the problems associated with handicap people attending events downtown.  All negative comments.  With the Front Door Pride program, Reverend Brooks’ housing program, historic preservation district, arts district and the Alhambra acting as anchors on the east and south sides, a Stadium located adjacent to downtown would be a natural northern anchor.  Bottom line is, will it help downtown to have a stadium in the middle of downtown or, would it be more beneficial to have a highly visible stadium, with plenty of parking six blocks from the walkway, and continue the housing program downtown to create 24 hour days which the Mayor already has underway with the loft program.  I talked to two Realtors who are involved in the downtown housing program and said “lets keep a good thing going” meaning continue the housing program.  Obviously, the more people living downtown, the better chance of success for the downtown area.  I suggest that you have a simple preliminary plot plan sketch, which shows the building location site and where the parking is available printed in the newspaper for the top two or three favored sites and make it easy for the general public to review for their comments and, since it is adjacent to downtown, include the Jacobsville site: Franklin Street to Division Street and Read Street to Baker Avenue.  There is already a Stadium site poll available on the Courier and Press website where the public may enter their site location preference for the stadium.  
*Shawn Dickerson presented the Urban Forestry Annual Report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN WATTS

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:
Ordinance F-2007-18



The annexation of Marina 

Date:
April 28, 2008




Point

Time:
5:20 p.m.

Notify: Lisa Acobert

Re:
Ordinance F-2008-1



The annexation of adjacent and

Date:
May 12, 2008




contiguous territory

Time:
5:10 p.m.








Notify: Lisa Acobert

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:09 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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