
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 15, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 15, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Kniese.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the September 15, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2008 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held September 8, 2008.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 12TH  PACKET:

*Agenda for the September 15, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Meeting Minutes from September 8, 2008.

*Ordinances F-2008-13 and F-2008-14.

*2009 Community Development Proposals.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A copy of an email from Congressman Brad Ellsworth.

*A copy of the affidavit from Unity Taxi.

*Ordinance F-2008-13.

*News Releases: - Bicycle Route Signs to be Posted.



    - Storm Damage Details


*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Agenda for September 16th Meeting.

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2008-13

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT FUNDS

ORDINANCE F-2008-14

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to the Consent Agenda as written. Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE  G-2008-18

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2009 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

ORDINANCE  G-2008-19

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE-VANDERBURGH COUNTY LEVEE AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 2009 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

ORDINANCE G-2008-23

A.S.D.





  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE OPERATION OF TAXICABS FOR THE YEAR 2008

ORDINANCE  F-2008-7

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF VANDERBURGH COUNTY LEVEE AUTHORITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2009

ORDINANCE  F-2008-8

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2009

ORDINANCE  F-2008-9

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FIXING THE SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FOR THE YEAR 2009

ORDINANCE  F-2008-10

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2009 BUDGET FOR THE PORT AUTHORITY OF EVANSVILLE

RESOLUTION C-2008-27

FINANCE





JOHN

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN CONNIE ROBINSON 

Councilwoman Robinson: Mr. President, your ASD Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance G-2008-23 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation. 

FINANCE





CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN
Councilman John: Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinances G-2008-18, G-2008-19, F-2008-7, F-2008-8, F-2008-9, F-2008-10 and Resolution C-2008-27 and they all come forward with a do-pass recommendation. 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.

Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  G-2008-18

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE FOR THE YEAR 2009 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Councilman Kniese:  I would like to thank Councilman John of the Finance Committee spending some time listening to my concerns and meeting with me.  Also, Madam Controller and the Mayor, thanks for meeting with me in your chambers to hear my concerns and hopefully you felt they were legit and reasonable.  I would not waste anyone’s time otherwise.  My thought of the 1.5% increase was definitely something we could do and afford.  With the budget the size of this one, it would not cause any major financial harm to us.  I am very hopeful down the road that would allow us to revisit this I would be in support of that.  At this time I will vote aye.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, being in business for 15 years I think this is a good budget we have.  I have discovered it is better to over-estimate than to under-estimate.  I would like to thank Lisa and John for what they have done.   I vote aye.

Councilman Adams:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to echo that I am delighted we have not had to lay anybody off.  I know we would like to have given more money to these people but it beats not getting a paycheck.  I vote aye.   

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-18 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  G-2008-19

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF EVERY APPOINTIVE OFFICER, EMPLOYEE, DEPUTY, ASSISTANT, DEPARTMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL HEAD OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE-VANDERBURGH COUNTY LEVEE AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 2009 AND ESTABLISHING SALARY ADMINISTRATION PROCEDURES

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-19 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-19 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2008-23

A.S.D.





  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE OPERATION OF TAXICABS FOR THE YEAR 2008

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-23 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-23 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  F-2008-7

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF VANDERBURGH COUNTY LEVEE AUTHORITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2009

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-7 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-7 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  F-2008-8 as amended
FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA APPROPRIATING MONIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEFRAYING THE EXPENDITURES OF DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2009

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-8 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Councilman Kniese:  There were three main areas I tried to focus on after reviewing the budget and going through the proceedings.  I did not quite win on the pay increase issue, but I think we all heard the concerns there and I think we could possibly revisit.  The additional monies allocated for the Fire and Police equipment, which really boils down to a safety issue for the citizens of Evansville, I think it was a request that I made that was legitimate, within reason and I hope everyone feels the same way.  I vote aye.

Councilman John:  I have had the privilege of acting as Finance Chairman for a few years and I would like to say what a pleasure it has been to work with Lisa.  I worry about every year a balanced budget and having sufficient operating balances and you have covered both of those bases.  Someone will have some big shoes to fill when they take your place. Thank you for what you have done for the city.  I vote aye.

President Jarboe:  It is good to see that we have a balanced budget and that we are doing the right things for the citizens of this city.  There are a lot of communities out there that have it a lot tougher than we do.  I think it is fiscal responsibility and the ability to work together.  I know a lot of discussions by council members, the administration and what I have had, especially pertaining to public safety, the administration has been extremely receptive and has heard what everyone has told them.  It has been an honor to work with the Mayor for the past few weeks to do the things that are being done in this budget.  We see another $75,000 for repairs for small equipment for the Fire Department and increase in the Police Department.  Know this, as of today the administration did take action, has made changes, and there is a new supervisor at the machine shop, a comprehensive study being done of every piece of equipment of the Fire Department to ensure the citizens of this city have the best service and our firefighters are safe.  I applaud the administration for making those extra lines in the budget and making swift changes that are the first of many to come to get back on the right track.  I proudly vote aye for this budget.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-8 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  F-2008-9

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FIXING THE SALARIES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FOR THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA FOR THE YEAR 2009

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-9 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-9 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE  F-2008-10

FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE 2009 BUDGET FOR THE PORT AUTHORITY OF EVANSVILLE

Councilman Melcher moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-10 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-10 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2008-27

FINANCE




JOHN

A PETITION TO APPEAL FOR AN INCREASE TO THE MAXIMUM LEVY

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-27 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL:

Ayes: Kniese, Mosby, Melcher, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-27 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
Councilman John: Since Madam Controller is still here and we have approved all of the budgets I request you set the appropriate rate to raise the funds necessary to meet these expenses once you have a better handle on what the total assessed evaluation will be.  We put that in your hands.

President Jarboe:  Anyone on Council have anything under miscellaneous business?  Seeing none.  Anyone in the audience have anything under miscellaneous business?

Terry Tunks:  My name is Terry Tunks.  I’ve resided at 44 West Campground Road in the City of Evansville for about ten years now.    I’m here not really for myself but to kind of give you a heads up on what’s been going on with the power situation.  My property’s position is unique that it abuts to the city reservoir directly in the back of my house.  Since 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning the city reservoir has been without power or light.  I have made several phone calls trying to get the Water Department and Vectren together has resulted in the water still running off the generator.  My concern for the residents living in the City of Evansville, should that generator cease to work, the water pressure will drop possibly bringing a water boil advisory to 100,000 people in Evansville verses the 40,000 people that are inconvenienced without electrical.  In my attempts to communicate my concerns to Vectren and the Water Department, I became aware that they are not communicating effectively.  No one has phone numbers for the other phone numbers.  I talked with the Water Department lady today and they have always had, the water department has always had priority in the City of Evansville.  Her communication to me was they believe that since they now have a generator, Vectren noted that the generator was there and they have moved onto other priorities.  In the ten years I have lived there, the priorities have shifted as far as Vectren is concerned for the electrical power for the water at the reservoir not [inaudible].  I just wanted City Council to be aware that there is a water supply problem.  

President Jarboe:  Any members of Council?

Councilman John: They list two water department numbers.  Did you get a name.

Terry Tunks:  Actually I talked to a lady in filtration and she said they have made their concerns known to Vectren and nothing has been done about it.  She expressed a kind of chagrin about the shifting in priorities.  I talked to another Water Department employee and he mentioned the fact of drop in water pressure could require a boil order.  These people without electric how will they boil water?  

Councilman John:  We may want to send this part of the minutes to the Sewer Water & Utility Board and make sure Harry and Jim get it.

Terry Tunks:  I also suggest that in the future, if this was an actual emergency that it would be nice to have better communication between the two departments.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else on Council have questions?  Thank you we will pass this concern on.  Anyone else?  Seeing nothing else under miscellaneous business.

The next City Council Meeting will be held next Monday, September 22nd at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:
CDBG/ESG/HOME 


Agencies come before City Council


Date:
Wednesday, September 17, 2008
with presentations.

Time:
5:00 p.m.




Place:
Room 301 

Re:
Ordinance F-2008-13


Approving the ESG, CDBG,

Date:
October 6, 2008


HOME Shelter Grants for 2009

Time:
5:10 p.m.


Notify: Tonya Turnley (DMD


 Tom Barnett

Re:
F-2008-14



Transfer of Funds, Appropriation of Funds

Date:
October 6, 2008


Re-Appropriation of Funds and Repeal of 

Time:
5:10 p.m.



Appropriations.

Notify:
Jenny Collins

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN WATTS

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-15


An ordinance to vacate certain 

Date:
September 22, 2008


public ways commonly known as 

Time:
5:10 p.m.



a portion of Cody Street, 

Notify: Jennifer Elston


Evansville, Indiana.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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