
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

October 6, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, October 6, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with Vice-President Stephen Melcher presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Melcher

Absent:  Jarboe

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Mosby.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the October 6, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Kyle Isaacs
COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant At Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2008 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held September 22, 2008.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR OCTOBER 3RD  PACKET:

*Agenda for the October 6, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from September 22, 2008.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*A News Release from the Evansville Convention & Visitors Bureau.

*A packet regarding arena.

*A copy of an E-mail from Emily Malabey.

*Tax Abatement Report from G.A.G.E.

*A packet regarding appointments for Advisory Board on Disability Services.

*October calendar of scheduled meetings in the City/County Administration Building.

*Resolution C-2008-30.

*Addendum for Ordinance F-2008-14.

*Legal Aid Statistics.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Notice of Mayor’s Traveling City Hall.

*Economic Development Commission October 7, 2008 agenda.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission October 7, 2008 agenda.

*Amended Agenda for the October 6, 2008 City Council Meeting.
*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*A copy of a letter from Vivian M. Taylor regarding bicycle route.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-30

FINANCE





JOHN

RESOLUTION OF THE EVANSVILLE CITY COUNCIL CONCERNING APPROVAL OF THE AREA PLAN COMMISSION ORDER REGARDING THE DECLARATORY RESOLUTION AMENDMENT TO REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT AREA
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-24

A.S.D.





  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TAXICAB ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE F-2008-13

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT FUNDS

ORDINANCE F-2008-14

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

RESOLUTION C-2008-28

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES.

RESOLUTION C-2008-29

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES BY THE EVANSVILLE REDEVLEOPMENT COMMISSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO BE APPLIED TO PAY FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 



ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON 

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, your ASD Committee met this evening and heard Ordinance G-2008-24 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN 

Councilman John: Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinances F-2008-13 as amended, F-2008-14 as amended, 
Resolutions C-2008-28 and C-2008-29 all come forward with a do-pass recommendation. 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2008-24

A.S.D.





ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TAXICAB ORDINANCE

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2008-24 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent:  Jarboe

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-24 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2008-13 amended

FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL APPROVING THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND APPROPRIATING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS GRANT FUNDS

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
F-2008-13 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John.

Abstain:  Melcher

Absent:  Jarboe

Councilman Melcher:  At this time I am going to abstain from voting because I do work for Community Action Program of Evansville.

There being seven (7) Ayes, one abstention and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-13 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE F-2008-14 amended

FINANCE




JOHN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS OF APPROPRIATIONS, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND REPEAL AND RE-APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR VARIOUS CITY FUNDS

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-14 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent:  Jarboe

Councilman Kniese: I just hope this late in the year we do not see any additional requests for funds between now and the end of December.  If we do I hope just under an emergency purpose.  This late in the year to ask for additional monies, I feel it should be in the budget.  Let’s hope this is it for 2008; I vote aye.

Councilman Adams:  I thought the explanations for the overruns were adequate and I thought it was a necessary thing; I vote aye. 

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-14 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-28

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-28 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent:  Jarboe

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-28 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-29

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA, APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES BY THE EVANSVILLE REDEVLEOPMENT COMMISSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDS TO BE APPLIED TO PAY FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-29 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Melcher.

Absent:  Jarboe

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-29 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, October 13, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  

Committee Meetings will begin at 5:20 p.m.

Councilman Melcher: Before you start I would like to thank you for being proactive and the City Council for being proactive on these tax abatements.  Hopefully, with the e-mails you have sent there are three of them in question and something City Council might have to think about bringing them in at the appropriate time to see what they will do.

Libbie Au:  My name is Libbie Au and I am with the Growth Alliance for Greater Evansville.  In your packet you did receive several spreadsheets for the 2008 Compliance Review for Tax Phase-In Program.  The first spreadsheet shows 2008 aggregate figures for the real estate investments.  The compliance was over 100% for the total investment with about $124 million in total project costs.  The aggregate employment figure show compliance of over 100% with

 7,387 jobs created as a result of real estate projects.  The second spreadsheet contains estimates of tax revenue that was generated as a result of tax phase-in projects.  The total potential tax was estimated at about $2.8 million with $1 million being phased-in, while $1.7 million is currently payable to the city.  The next two spreadsheets contain the same information except for the personal property projects.  The 2008 aggregate investment figures reveal compliance over 100% with a total investment of $170 million.  The aggregate employment figure show compliance of 88% with a total of 12,521 jobs created.  The final spreadsheet is the tax revenue estimates for personal property.  The total potential tax revenue was $1.9 million with a little over a million being phased-in while a little under a million was payable to the city this year.  In addition to the spreadsheets you also received several letters of explanation.  I solicited that information to all companies that fell one penny below their projected investment and employment figures and asking them to explain why that had occurred.  I can now answer any questions Councilmember’s have regarding that information.
Councilman Friend:  None of these concerns are delinquent on taxes are they?  Are they up to date on their taxes?

Libbie Au:  I believe so, yes.

Councilman Friend:  I was impressed with these letters.  These people obviously have had some hard times.  The common theme through most of these letters was they had contracts that were not honored and their business reflect the general mood going on in the country today.  Some companies did not reply at all?

Libbie Au:   There were two companies, K & A Property and Krieger Ragsdale.  I sent certified letters requesting an explanation and giving them a time frame of seven business days, and they did not respond to that request.  I also did attempt to phone on a few occasions, using the contact information, and did not receive a response.
Councilman Adams:  What do you do in this case?
John Hamilton:  One thing that prompted this is we have had several meetings and developed this procedure.  One of which was the follow up letter, which was excellent and did get the feedback Council is looking for as to why non-compliance.  This puts us in the position for next year to be on top and ahead of any time restraints.  Certainly, if they send the letter out and get no response then Council can take termination action by resolution and have a hearing where they can appear and you can ask them questions.  

Councilman Adams:  What would you recommend with the two outliers that we have at this juncture? 

John Hamilton:  If you want to get them in this year and ask them to explain, but I don’t think we could take action until next year at this point.  If they don’t appear you do not have a remedy until next spring.  

Councilman Adams:  I think it would be nice for us to call or write and ask why they did not respond.  

Councilman John:  That is what she has been doing.

Councilman Adams:  No, I understand that.  That is why I am asking our lawyer.

John Hamilton:  Next spring if that occurs, you do a termination of resolution and it is set on the Council agenda.  If they do not appear you take action to terminate. 
Councilman Adams:  Can we let them know that now?  Do I have to make a motion?

John Hamilton:  No, you do not have to make a motion.  That can be communicated to them.  I can help Libbie draft that letter.

Councilman Adams:  I think no one here is going to [inaudible] for having hard times…people stiffing them for various funds and so forth.  At least they ought to have the kindness to tell us what they have done with the money.  

John Hamilton:  I will be glad to work with Libbie.

Libbie Au:  Certainly.

Councilman Adams:  You will get back with us in a timely fashion?

John Hamilton:  We will copy you on the correspondence.  If there is no response then it will be a waiting game until next spring.

Councilman John:  Unfortunately, with K & A Properties this is their last year so we have no remedy there.  The other one is 2010, so they are down to 10%.  They may have just thought it is not worth responding.  I don’t know.

Councilman Adams:  The good part of this is that you did it.  We have advanced notice…probably the first time it has been done by your group.

Libbie Au:  Actually, the second.  We were a little bit behind the ball last year.  We didn’t get the forms from the DMD until later.  
Councilman John:  I do believe if we have a hearing and someone loses their abatement, you will see everyone being much more responsive.  

Councilman Watts:  Libbie, this is very helpful, very well done.

Councilman Melcher:  Anyone from the audience that would like to say anything?  I think you did a good job too and I am glad we are being proactive now on this instead of reactive.  

Councilman Kniese:  Libbie, looking at the personal property report here under equipment investment job creation, are those two weighted differently?  You have some in compliance 100% in one area, but they fall below 100% in another area.  

Libbie Au:  It is based on what they reported in the statement of benefits.  Are you referring to Berry or…  

Councilman Kniese:  Just any of them on here.  Maybe on job creation they are less than 100%, but on equipment investment they might be…

Libbie Au:  I took what they projected over what the actual was, so that is a strait percentage.  It is not weighted or a comparison.  

Councilman Melcher:  Any other questions for Libbie?  Anything else under miscellaneous for Council members this evening?  Anyone from the audience?  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:
Resolution C-2008-30



Resolution amendment to 

Date:
October 13, 2008



redevelopment plan for downtown 

Time:
5:20 p.m.




redevelopment area

Notify:
Jane Reel

Re:
Ordinance F-2008-15



Annexing adjacent and contiguous


Date:
To be announced
                   

territory.                   

Time:


Notify: Jenny Collins
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN WATTS

Nothing scheduled at this time.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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