
   CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 22, 2008

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 22, 2008 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President Keith Jarboe presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent: Melcher

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Keith Jarboe.

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the December 22, 2008 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Josh Betz
Lindsey Will

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2008 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held December 15, 2008.  

Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR DECEMBER 19TH  PACKET:

*Amended Agenda for the December 22, 2008 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from December 15, 2008.

*Ordinances G-2008-37 and G-2008-38.

*City Tax Phase-in 2008 Report.

*Vacation Studies, return receipts and legal notice regarding Ordinance G-2008-30.

*News Release regarding West Side Annexation to Begin.

*Weights and Measures report.

*Documents from E-Town Taxi Cab Co., LLC, regarding Ordinance G-2008-35.

*Financial Report for November, 2008.

*Ordinance F-2008-21 and Resolution C-2008-45.
ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolution Docket C-2008-46

*Westside Township Annexation Legal Description.

*Amended Agenda for the December 22, 2008 City Council Meeting.
*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2008-46 (DOCKET)




      JARBOE

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ROBERTS STADIUM ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Weinzapfel:  Eighteen months ago we began a thoughtful deliberate process to determine the future of Robert’s Stadium.  We hired Gateway Consultants to conduct a needs assessment of Evansville’s present and future requirements for an arena type facility.  I also appointed the Robert’s Stadium Advisory Board, a group of men and women representing business, universities, neighborhoods, city and county government, democrats and republicans to advise us on how to proceed.  In May the Advisory Board was presented with the results of Gateway’s study.  Gateway identified a number of deficiencies in Robert’s Stadium; including insufficient rigging, a floor that is too small and non-regulation size, lack of dock space,  narrow concourses and seats, and non-compliance with the ADA requirements.  Gateway concluded it would cost more to renovate Robert’s and bring it up to today’s standards and make it competitive than if we built something new.  Based on that information the Advisory Board came up with a list of recommendations.  They included the following: a new high quality multi-purpose sports and entertainment venue should be built downtown, it should seat approximately 11,000 people, and the decision to move forward should be contingent on insurance of adequate funding that would not require a property tax increase, and the preparation of detailed cost estimates.  We listened to the Advisory Boards recommendations and in August we announced the hiring of a construction consultant, Hunt Construction; an architect, HOK; and a financial advisor, London Witte.  They were charged with evaluating the feasibility of a new multi-purpose arena and to provide input and analysis on four key questions…What should be built and where?  What the cost would be?  How will we pay for it?  The advisors were also asked to review the availability of parking and traffic flow.  Their results were revealed at a meeting of the Advisory Board just two weeks ago. In short HOK concluded that we build in an 11,000-seat arena at the D-Patrick Ford site in downtown Evansville.  Hunt Construction has extensive experience with building stadiums including Lucas Oil Stadium and Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.  Hunt took the initial design plan from HOK and came up with a cost estimate based on the analysis of construction costs.  The price tag was in the range of $117 million to $127 million to build a new arena.  Ninety to Ninety-five million dollars would be hard construction costs.  The other 30% to 35% would include site related, soft costs and a construction reserve.  London Witte looked at how we would pay for a new arena.  They determined that 75% of the cost, about $91 million, would be funded by proceeds from long-term debt, a series of bonds issued in late 2009; 25% of the costs or $31 million would be covered by cash on hand or to be collected from the period between 2008 and 2011.  A financial plan also includes 150% coverage on the debt service.  That means for every dollar of debt we have identified, $1.50 of revenue to cover that debt.   London Witte identified three main sources of revenue: a downtown tax increment finance district, an existing county-wide food and beverage tax, and riverboat proceeds.  It is a very conservative plan that does not call for an increase in property taxes.  In estimating future revenues, London Witte did not take into account any growth in the downtown TIF even though it will certainly increase in assessed value.  They also did not take into account any possible secondary financing including naming rights, suite sales, proceeds from the sale of Robert’s or the surrounding property, an innkeepers tax, or an auto-rental tax.  London Witte’s plan also does not touch the allocation of revenue for existing projects.  For instance, riverboat proceeds are used to fund nearly $5 million in capital costs annually.  London Witte set aside that $5 million before determining what is available for debt service.  Based on their conservative funding plan, we would be able to pay for an arena and still have plenty left over to continue investing in other development projects throughout the city.  For example in 2019, when we realize the full benefits of the food and beverage tax allocated for this project, we can cover our entire principal and interest payments through proceeds through TIF and food and beverage tax without touching gaming revenue.   Furthermore, none of the revenue sources that we have identified here could be used to cover operating costs of the city, like wages and benefits.  Besides funding, the biggest thing folks seem to be concerned about is parking.  There is a misconception that we do not have enough spaces to accommodate those coming into downtown to an arena for events.  There are 3,000 parking spaces within a five- minute walk at Robert’s Stadium.  According to HOK’s report there are nearly 4,300 parking spaces within a five minute walk from the D-Patrick site.  A five-minute walk is like going to from one end of Eastland Mall to the other.  There is also another advantage to parking downtown; there are multiple ways for traffic to get in and out.  I am sure that many if not most of you have had the experience of sitting at Robert’s Stadium waiting to get out of the parking lot through only two exits.  There are five main access points into and out of downtown and seven within the immediate area surrounding the proposed arena location.  In addition the city will be redirecting one-way traffic on several downtown streets into two-way.  In addition left handed turn lanes will be added off Riverside Drive to allow much better access into the central business district.  Robert’s Stadium Advisory Board agreed with the conclusions reached by HOK, Hunt and London Witte.  On December 16th, last week the board recommended the city move forward and build a new arena; and that is what brings us here this evening.  This has been a thoughtful and deliberative process.  Since June 2007 we have held more than a dozen public meetings to share information gathered by our consultants, seek the opinion of the Advisory Board and heard what residents had to say about building a new arena.  This has been an open and transparent discussion where everyone that wanted the opportunity has had the chance to have their voices heard.  There are some that say that is not enough; they would like to see the arena issue put to a referendum.  However, state law would prohibit a referendum on this project.  If we did go to the state to seek changes some have proposed it would put this project off by at least two years.  Any benefits we would see including hundreds of new jobs and hundreds of thousands of dollars pumped into our local economy would be delayed at a time when we need this kind of stimulus to benefit our entire community.  In fact the cost of borrowing and material costs are lower now that what they were six months ago and definitely less that what they will be two years from now.  A two-year wait will increase costs and render the HOK plan out of date.  We would likely have to embark on another feasibility study to look at market conditions.  Many people have asked me about the possibility of a federal economic stimulus package and the use of those dollars to help with this arena project.  If there is a stimulus package and if we are eligible, the chance of getting any of that funding would be long gone if we waited to see if the state would allow us to put the arena issue to a referendum.  The time for having a debate on a referendum was last spring when the Indiana General Assembly enacted property tax reform.  That time has passed.  Folks we have been elected to make tough decisions, decisions that will improve this community for us, for our families, and future generations.  It is time to decide if we want to see Evansville move forward and lead the rest of this state out this economic downturn or do we want to crawl back into our shells and fall behind.  Now is the time to decide to build a new arena.  I urge you to vote yes on this resolution and I thank you for your time.  I would add that we have here Hunt, HOK and London Witte to answer any additional questions you may have and of course I am available to answer any questions you might have also.  

President Jarboe:  Are they any questions from the Council members?  

Councilman Kniese:  I guess the question is for London Witte.  If things were to move forward and you were to go out to market to secure long term debt in the term of a bond to fund this new proposed stadium, would property taxes support that bond in any way, shape, or form, either directly or indirectly?

Bob Swintz:  I am Bob Swintz with London Witte Group.  We have talked at some of the public meetings previously.  There would be no general property tax levy or tax rate associated with this transaction.  As someone had pointed out tax increment is in fact property taxes that are paid by folks in an allocation area as part of economic development that has occurred in the city and those revenues would be used to pay for that service.

Councilman Kniese:  Would there be any back up to the TIF district in terms of getting the best rate in the market and to get that best rate you would have to secure that with current property tax?

Bob Swintz:  There are municipal transactions where revenues such as we have identified have been used to pay debt service and those communities have decided to put a property tax back up, which would mean if all revenues identified were unavailable to pay debt service then in fact the city could levy a tax to pay that debt.  We have not talked in terms of doing that.  If that were to happen, it would have to come before this Council and the Redevelopment Commission.  The plan put into place does not contemplate that.  

Councilman Kniese:  We would use property tax to support it, but the plan is not to use those for ongoing debt service.  

Bob Swintz:  Correct.

Councilman Kniese:  I just want to make clear that everyone understands that property taxes will be used to support this bond issue through the TIF.  Are there any concerns, guarantees or warranties that the estimate of roughly $127 million will be the maximum amount?  Most projects I have seen typically come in more than what was projected and that is a concern because that money has to come from somewhere.  I have not felt comfortable with the estimates simply because I don’t feel comfortable with the cost side of it.  If the cost side is off at all, if we are up to $135, $140 or $150 million, again the revenue stream would then have to be increased or you would think so to offset that higher debt.  Do you have any insight or your best guess estimate?

Bob Swintz:  I am certainly not qualified to answer the question as to putting the cost to the project.  We might have Hunt or HOK talk about that.  I know within their budget they have built in contingencies and reserve funds for the event of cost overruns for all the projects they have done around the country were tried to anticipate things that might happen.  From a financing standpoint we will come to this body a number of times with a bond issue amount and we will be limited to whatever that bond issue will provide in available proceeds.  If it would run over, we would have to come back to this body for additional approvals.  

Councilman Kniese:  In your experience, you have dealt with bond issues and municipalities quite a bit; I am concerned down the road future Councils have to incur debt to buy any type of equipment how could this affect our bond rating?  At some point in time I would think the investor group would say you’re at capacity, and maybe you could elaborate where you think that capacity is or do you think we are in pretty good shape now?

Bob Swintz:  From a general obligation bond standpoint, which means that you would actually put a tax rate into place and levy a tax, the City’s debt is rather small.  I don’t think I have the exact numbers.  In working with the Controller’s Office, there is a small amount of redevelopment district debt, and park district debt of about $12.6 million, and redevelopment district of about $3.3 million.  The city itself has issued no general obligation debt.  So as you look at the capacity of issue debt you have your net assessed value, which you go through a formula to determine.  These bonds will not affect that capacity to issue debt.   We may say ten years from now we may want to use gaming receipts to leverage to buy equipment.  This transaction won’t prohibit that all these revenues could be used to leverage additional debt.  There will be some limitations.  The debt may not be on the same level.  It may be subordinate to this debt to the extent the revenues come in greater than debt service and there are excess revenues, those could be used for additional bonds issued by the city at a later point in time.  

Councilman Kniese:  The general obligation bonds, is that even an option for this type of project?

Bob Swintz:  Certainly the city could use it as a back up to the current revenues.  There are parts of it, if not most of it, you could go through the process to issue general obligation bonds that would require an additional tax rate levy to do.  

Councilman Kniese:  If the State Legislature were to not approve a food and beverage tax, how would that affect the pay back of this debt?

Bob Swintz:  We would have to revisit.  Currently the plan calls for the use of the food and beverage tax.  

Councilman Kniese:  That would be a significant set back.

Bob Swintz:  That would be something we would need to address.  

Councilman Kniese:  Sure, I understand that.  I am not anticipating that to happen, but you have to think of plan B if that were not to go through.  What is the fallback…the fallback are we still have the TIF district and I can appreciate not putting in any type of increase in the assessed value.  That was a very good way to do that.  Riverboat gaming revenues…with all the requirements and requests we receive each and every year through our budget process, it will continue to increase as far as the needs.  We hope the revenue is there, but I think the fallback would be if food and beverage does not happen would be property tax.  I know the goal is not to have property tax increase to help pay for this but realistically that would have to be the major fallback option if in case the state would not allow us to use food and beverage tax.  

Bob Swintz:  Assuming everything goes forward in the timeline discussed, we would not be in the bond market until after the legislative session, probably not until fall.  If we get to the end of the session and we don’t have the food and beverage tax, there would be a period of time we would have to address and relook at numbers.  

Councilman John:  Now this is the beginning of the search for the funds to pay for this project?

Bob Swintz:  Yes.

Councilman John:  I think you mislead people when you referred to TIF as a property tax.  It is kind of a tax that has been in an established area for expenditures just like this, has it not?

Bob Swintz:  Correct.

Councilman John: It does not affect taxpayers county wide.  It is in a specific area that is going to benefit from that particular project.

Bob Swintz:  There was a downtown allocation area established many years ago and tax increment new development that has occurred in this allocation area.  Those property taxes.  The incremental amounts are captured by the Redevelopment Commission for economic development.  

Councilman John:  I do believe the Mayor touched on another number of sources that are not being included in this that would be available hopefully in the event that additional funds are needed if the riverboat funds dwindle or TIF does not generate…maybe the sale of Robert’s Stadium, naming rights, possibly hotel or motel tax, or rental car tax that are available at this time but not being anticipated as being used for this project.

Bob Swintz:  Absolutely.  At this point in time we have really looked at the cash flows from those three primary sources.  To the extent there are movements or changes, there are other options available that we would address if the need came to be.  

Councilman John:  You feel you have used a conservative approach in estimating those funds?

Bob Swintz:  We have assumed no growth in tax increment, the casino revenue other than what is established in there, food and beverage we did assume a 3% growth.  

Councilman John:  In using those figures, you have 150% of necessary funds to cover those debts for the life of the bond?

Bob Swintz:  Right.

President Jarboe:  The TIF is actually a benefit, because instead of sending it out to the community you are using those dollars captured in that area to fund improvements within that area.  

Bob Swintz:  Yes.

President Jarboe:  Which is why the county did the Eastside TIF so that those that directly benefited from those projects would be the ones that would pay for those improvements?  

Bob Swintz:  Correct.

President Jarboe:  It seems like a pretty good benefit. 

Councilman Friend:  You did not use any of the new market tax credits that we could apply for, which I think is $18.5 million?

Bob Swintz:  We started down that road and once the city did not receive an allocation we dropped it.  Those tax credits are still out there.  We would have to go to a private source for those and determine if parts of the project were eligible.

Councilman Friend:  Is that $18.5 million?  

Bob Swintz:  I am not sure about that exact number.

Councilman Friend:  I was looking at the excess of funds available over a four-year period.  It looks like $33 million we have excess from all these three sources.  I guess we have concerns over the riverboat.  Would it be possible if we could set a sinking fund up that would handle three years of debt service in case we have a problem with the boat?  Would that be possible?

Bob Swintz:  For the bonds that we had issued for this project?

Councilman Friend:  Yes, over and above the 10%.

Bob Swintz:  That is possible.  It is a tax question the bond lawyers will have to get involved with, but I’ve seen projects where they have been able to fund it…kind of an excess reserve account.  So that would be possible.  

Councilman Friend:  If we had a problem with the riverboat, we know the concept of gambling is always going to be here, but the operator becomes a question sometimes.  

Bob Swintz:  That is possible and those are structuring questions we will work with the bond lawyers.

Councilman Adams:  Sir, do me a favor tonight, because I am a little bit of a neophyte on this subject, talk to me about bond debt payment insurance.  

Bob Swintz:  About seven years ago it was probably used on about every municipal bond transaction done in the State of Indiana.  There are insurance companies that will for a premium insure your debt service payments.  The market has changed dramatically; a lot of those insurance companies have been down graded.  At one point in time they were all AAA rated and if you were able to sell a bond in the market with a AAA rated insurance company that provided you with a credit enhancement to the market which would allow you to receive lower interest rates.  Over the last six months or so as those bond insurers have been down graded to AA or below it is questionable as to whether they provide you with a credit enhancement.  For example the City of Evansville is an AA minus rated credit.  If you were to go to sell property tax bonds you would have to ask the market; I’ve got a true AA minus credit rating or AA rate insurance company there is probably no benefit.   Today I would suspect that there will probably not be much of a benefit by using one of those companies because of the insurance premium that you would have to pay would be so high.  A year from now, these things change so quickly, they may be back and we will absolutely explore that possibility.  It might save you a basis point or a point and a half off of your interest rate.  

Councilman Friend:  When you did this was it 6.5% you used as interest rates?

Bob Swintz:  We used an overall 6.5% interest rate.  

Councilman Friend:  What do you think, realistically, we are going to run away at in terms of interest rates?

Bob Swintz:  We just sold the Berry Plastic project bonds last week, those were supported only by tax increment, there were no other sources of revenue, it was not a rated transaction and it was a taxable transaction and the rates came in at just over 8.5%.  Those were taxable rates on an unenhanced tax increment deal.   If we were to go to the bond market today to issue municipal debt that was tax exempt, I think the 6.5% would be a highest amount.

Councilman Friend:  When I checked it today, the rates were between 5% and 5.5%.  I ran some numbers on that it looks like the debt service if we got 5.25%, would be almost $1.4 million a year in debt service. 

Bob Swintz:  Yes, it would be a considerable difference.  The only issue would be the investing publics comfort with the level of revenues.  They are very comfortable with TIF and with food and beverage.  I think there is more acceptance of the casino revenue as a source of payment.

Councilman Friend:  We have debt coverage ratio of 1.5 and…

Bob Swintz:  And that plays into it, yes.

Councilman Kniese:  When did you say you would anticipate going out to market, because you are not going out today at today’s rates?  

Bob Swintz:  We would have to wait through the legislative session or at such a point in time as any changes were made to the food and beverage statute.  I believe there is a six to nine month period of design by the Hunt and HOK folks in putting the final costs together.  We would not issue bonds until we were comfortable with that final cost.  We may do a series of short term financing through bond anticipation notes, which we would bring those documents to you and work with the Evansville bond bank on those.    In terms of the actual final debt, that won’t be until late summer or early fall of 2009.  

Councilman Kniese:  You and I had a discussion… in the schedule there was about $4.7 million in the riverboat and my question to you and concern was the future value of money.  We projected 10, 15, 20, and 25 years from now that $4.7 million is not worth the same as it is today.  The needs of the city continue to increase and you made some comments that were very appropriate.  That was a concern that I shared with you and others that $4.7 million when it looks good on a schedule going out 30 years might be worth more like $3 million and yet again the request that come in to use those funds will exceed that.  Is there a possibility to go back to that schedule and adding a 3% to 3.5% increase?  In my opinion it would make it a little more in line with reality.

Bob Swintz:  The way the transaction works, even though we pledge dollars we don’t have to use those dollars for debt service.  We assume no growth in the tax increment, so there is available tax increment and the city would determine if it needed more food and ,  The city would have options to look at what dollars it was using for debt service and what dollars it was maintaining for other capital projects.  We have not really said we are going to use all TIF, food and beverage or all casino revenues at this time.  You could put a growth factor in that $4.7 million, but I am not really sure that would change what my analysis was at this point.  

Councilman Kniese:  The current proposed location, you have some tax revenues that the city is receiving right now that would go away.

Bob Swintz:  Right, we are in the process of looking at those parcels and the assessed values on those parcels and that will have an affect on what the TIF is.

Councilman Kniese:  We are currently receiving tax revenue from those businesses in that area which would be taken.  We would lose that and you would hope that you would make that up through natural increase in the assessed value of that area or other developments in TIF district.  I think you are absolutely right as far as the definition of TIF and property tax.  It doesn’t meet the definition of what the state says would have to go to a public referendum but regardless of what it is called property taxes…that is what TIF is.  TIF is an area supported by…I agree with you it meets the definition according to the state whether this has to go to a public referendum or not but it is property taxes that support the TIF area and that was a concern I have.  It was exactly what the legislature has laid out and that is what we have to deal with.  

President Jarboe:  So if I buy a house for $1,000 and I have identified $1,500, that does not mean every year I am going to spend $1,500 on that house.  To say we are going to freeze this and we are going to use all of this…we have identified one-and-a half times of our need.  There is still potential dollars there, correct?

Bob Swintz:  Yes.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you.

Councilman Friend:  Wasn’t the Robert’s Stadium property appraised at $22 million?  If we sold that property that would far more replace the D-Patrick property from a tax role standpoint… $22 million versus $8 or $9 million, whatever that property goes for.  

Bob Swintz:  Sure, if that a property were sold to a [inaudible] and put back on the tax role that would increase the value of that particular taxing district, now it is not in the allocation there.  

Councilman Friend:  I understand, but it would still bring more tax?

Bob Swintz:  Yes.  

President Jarboe:  Any other questions by members of Council?

Councilman Adams:  Are there any more financial questions?  It is my understanding this area is over a seismic fault that may or may not, hopefully ever comes to fruition, are you going to fold that fact in terms of your designs of this beautifully designed building?

Jim Swords:  We are in a moderate hazard zone.  We just looked it up on the internet, which is not as bad as California but it is not a no-hazard zone, as you all know.  You do have some earthquakes around here.  All these kind of things, environmental concerns, wind loads, and things like that are all factored into the design criteria that the structural engineers use to design these buildings.  We will hire structural engineers that are very familiar with these building types and know how to do these long span structures. 

Councilman Adams:  Great.  In the various hospitals I helped to design the operating rooms it was very important to get the people that worked in the area to come look at the plans before they were submitted, do you plan to get Todd Dank and his crew to actually look at this stuff before you put it in because they have been putting up with incredibly difficult problems over there.  I was over there Friday morning and it sounded like Niagara underneath the floor.  I am curious if you, hopefully, plan to involve the people that are going to work in this building in the plans before it is solidified?  

Jim Swords:  Yes, we interviewed them as part of the programming process we went through in the study and we love having people like SMG and other operators involved.  We even have former operators on our staff to help us with these building types.

Councilman Adams:  That is important.

Jim Swords:  I agree 100%.

President Jarboe:  Jim, I know you have designed one or two of these before and I am sure you have gone back and kept in touch with what happens with these projects.  Can you talk about what happens once one of these is in place, what happens in the areas around these types of facilities?

Jim Swords:  The one in Manchester, New Hampshire, called Verizon Wireless Arena, they started their process in 1978 and opened in 2002.  They went through the Yankee tradition of talking about it a long time.  The amazing thing is when I started working on the project I would come through downtown at night and there were two or three restaurants that would close at 5:00 or 6:00 at night.  If you go there today where the arena is, the last I heard there were 15 new restaurants in that area and the downtown has come alive.  On a day like today when it is dark, there is a hockey game on Friday night and the arena is lit up…everyone has said if you are not down there you feel like you are missing something.  Another important issue we experienced with them as well was the parking.  There is not as much parking around the Verizon Wireless Arena as there is in downtown Evansville now.  We did not build any parking except for parking for the staff, so there is a very small parking lot.  There have been no parking problems and we did a check of newspaper articles and some of the articles that came out when it opened were, “Arena Opens, Parking Not a Problem.”  I experienced that in Kansas City, where I am from we just built a new arena, the Sprint Center, the exact same types of concerns about parking; I can tell you from personal experience there are no parking problems.  

President Jarboe:  Thank you, Jim.

Councilman Friend: As I understand, are we going to have lead requirements as the federal government has it?  Okay.

Jim Swords:  Yes.

President Jarboe:  Any other Council members?  Any other questions before we open it?

Councilman Watts:  Could you route a timeframe if things do go forward tonight at what point would you finish…design phase, does that take six months, a year, what does it take?  

Jim Swords:  It takes six to nine months, depending on how we do it.  We will work with Hunt on talking about how we deliver the project under multiple packages or a single package.  Working with Hunt in the past we usually deliver it in a multiple packages so that in five to six months the initial packages for the foundation and things like that will come out first if everything goes as planned.  

President Jarboe: At this time I am going to open it up for the public to have input.  We would like to note that this process has been going for some four years now, when Councilman Bagbey identified this during a budget hearing and we began the process and we started to have hearings about what we should do about Robert’s Stadium and how do we resolve issues that were out there.  It went on until the last 18 months when the Mayor put together an advisory committee.  In June of 2007 was the first advisory board meeting, I see Wayne Henning in the audience and we would like to thank him for his leadership on that committee.  You have done a tremendous job and your committee has.  A lot of work went into it.  During that time there were some 13 meetings from June 2007 until this December.  At every meeting that I remember that I went to, there was always time given for the public because we always and the committee always wanted to hear from the public and always wanted input into this process.  We will continue that tonight.  What I would ask though is that you keep your comments brief.   I ask that there is no repetition.  Let’s add new points and we do want to listen to what everyone has to say.  It could take a while.  I will add for the record I have an unsigned letter that I will give to the clerk.  I wish folks that send us documents stating a position would at least sign their name.  There is another e-mail and a “Vote Yes for the Downtown Arena” from Bruce Griffin, and I will make all of these a part of the record.  They were given to me before the meeting.  

Sondra Matthews:  I am Sondra Matthews; I live at 605 S. Evans Ave.  I am owner of Our Times Newspaper, and certified by the state and the city as a minority supplier.  I raised this question several meetings ago and I am not satisfied that I got a really good answer.  I am quite concerned that with the removal of D-Patrick from the tax role that Pigeon Township will have an increase in taxes, directly or indirectly.  Pigeon Township already has one of highest tax rates as it is and when the new arena comes in it will probably be tax exempt. Pigeon Township has very high rate poverty in that area.  I am not interested in a tickle down effect, jobs or contracts; I really want to know how do we stand to benefit?  For example, if you were to sell the stadium, I am looking for some replacement, some kind of contribution to us in Pigeon Township, tax rate.  I am still bothered by tax incentives, tax abatements for example, Berry Plastics Company.  We are still smarting from the Boys and Girls project in Bellemeade Park, where there had been very little of minority suppliers or sub-contractors in on that deal.  We don’t want that to happen again, so we want to know where we will stand as property owners, as business people, as suppliers to the arena.  Not just in terms of “Well there is going to be lots of jobs”.  Where in fact do we stand?  What can we expect to receive as a benefit as the people paying the taxes or absorbing some of the property taxes that will be removed from the D-Patrick and some of the other properties in the area?  I would like to see something specifically to say in the contract, in the bidding, in the specs, in the scope of work whatever that minority, specifically black businesses, black suppliers, property owners will get something out of this project other than the trickle down of a few jobs that might come our way.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  I would like to address the property owners and the business people, I am asking Mr. Hamilton to drop a resolution by next Council meeting that the project use local contractors, local suppliers, MBE and WBE companies to the fullest extent possible.  

Sondra Matthews:  I understand that and that is the right thing to do.  We are getting ready to go into a depression, so I am thinking specifically for black businesses because there is some movement about for white women to be head of their businesses and they are getting a lot of the contracts, not enough to argue with them, because if you put blacks and the women together we are still not getting anywhere…I doubt if we are getting 10% of most projects.  It is still business as usual but I want something that specifically says that those of us who live in the 4th Ward, that live in Pigeon Township gets some benefit from this arena.  I don’t know how the attorney would say that or address that but that is a real concern for us because we are in a real big downturn and it may last the whole time of this project.  I don’t want our people to have to continue to deal in any aberrations or any crimes just to keep their family going when you have this huge stadium going up in our backyard.  Thank you.

Councilwoman Robinson:  I think we should also get with the contractors to make sure they have meetings with WBE and MBE companies and I think we as a City Council and as a City of Evansville make a concerted effort to let them know we are serious about this and we do want participation.  

President Jarboe:  As far as the TIF or removal of D-Patrick downtown from the property roles…

Sondra Matthews:  Yes that is still a question because it does change the amount in the TIF unless there are going to be new businesses that will spring up.  I don’t know where they will be…it could be across Lloyd or by the riverboat in that area, but in the economic piece we are in right now we don’t have any guarantees that the food and beverage is going to increase.  Everybody is jockeying for more business, McDonalds is giving away coffee to try to get everybody in…there is not enough guarantees that the food and beverage tax or that there will be more businesses built in Pigeon Township to offset the tax abatements already been given.  Even in the Boys and Girls Club operation there are not black people in the professional positions, we don’t have professional positions in the Boys and Girls Club.  That is right in our backyard but how are we benefiting from it?  

President Jarboe:  I think Jim mentioned projects he has done in the past have been ancillary business that has developed…these types of arenas do create new business and new electricity around the facility.  

Sondra Matthews:  Yeah, but if you don’t say that for example the vendors how many African American business will have the opportunity to have vendors in the new arena.  We are not at the Robert’s Stadium…my newspaper can’t get ads from SMG for programs like “Ain’t Misbehavin” that kind of stuff, we don’t get benefit from that.  Unless you are going to specifically say that even in the operation of it, we ought to have a percentage of those contracts… a percentage of all the stuff that goes in there, suppliers and everything else I think it ought to be specific.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  She has a valid concern and I think they did that for Lucas Stadium, John is there anything we can do about that?

John Hamilton:  We will have to look at it and I will confer with corporate counsel.  There are some legal parameters when you get into certain things that have to be bid.  You can do a resolution where you certainly support participation, but in terms of requiring it and being specific about it there might be some issues with that and we are limited from doing that.

Councilwoman Robinson:  You can check into that and get back with us though?

John Hamilton:  Yes.  

Reverend Adrian Brooks:  I am Adrian Brooks a resident and I pastor a small parish down on Walnut Street.  I put on a suit so I can come talk to City Council this evening.  I am just a little ol’ country preacher who wanted to share a few of my insights.  I have come tonight to first say the arena is a great idea whose time has come.   I have also decided to encourage you to see another opportunity that would greatly enhance the area that surrounds the downtown, where I and others not only live but where we have built and developed to make our community look better.  So I have created a nice little thoroughfare for citizens to get to this new arena so the Mayor doesn’t have to worry about them passing by any eyesores on Walnut St.  You will see that Walnut Street has already been enhanced, so the sovereign God has moved, Mayor, and has already provided you with a nice thoroughfare.  Tonight you are discussing the arena and the bond financing that will be necessary to facilitate this project…I want to give these points to ponder and hopefully you will support them.  One, since you are going to do a bond why not add about $10 million to the bond amount you are going to seek and use that amount to help rebuild the center city and remove the blight that is creeping into our center city.  Let there be no mistake in what is happening in our center city.  Many of us maintain our properties but with years of neglect and lack of adequate resources are threatening to make my neighborhood and others look like those of some of our other urban areas.   We don’t sell drugs and we don’t conceive children that we don’t raise.  We take care of our families and we maintain our properties.  This money would either help renovate, raze or replace blocks at a time instead of piece-milling a little bit at a time.   Another desire of mine is that we would add to your resolution a goal of 20% for minority and women-owned businesses and not leave it to others to decide; and then perhaps…when you fail to meet those goals…perhaps that could be ties to the dollars and cents of the contractual agreement.  Third thing…because this project is going to be done in our center city area why not say 20% of the employees would be hired from Pigeon Township.  The people that live in this area ought to receive some benefit since there is the potential tax wise we may someday have to support it directly or indirectly.  I am here in support of the arena but I believe if it is to be a successful adventure it has to be comprehensive enough to enhance more than just a few blocks downtown.  The reason I am here is because this is morally the right thing for me to do as a pastor and I would not be able to sleep at night without sharing my insights on what I think would make this project better.  If you could include some of this language into your resolution, especially the $10 million I think we could get to a good place in the center city in terms of our potential development.  

Sondra Matthews:  Can we put that into the resolution that we hire a certain number of people from Pigeon Township?  

John Hamilton:  I would prefer to have some time to do the legal research and do a separate resolution on it to know how far you can go on your options.  I don’t want to do anything that could jeopardize…David do you agree?

David Jones:  [inaudible]… you can make it as a goal or you can make it incentive based but you cannot make it mandatory.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  You can’t put that goal in there?

David Jones:  Well under the existing program the MBE/WBE you have already got percentage goals in the existing program that we administer.

Councilwoman Robinson:  But that is not for employment, David that is for participation of contractors and suppliers.

David Jones:  Correct.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  Can we put anything in there for employment?

David Jones:  As far as a goal?

Councilwoman Robinson:  Yes, as far as a goal.

David Jones:  You can set any goal that you want, yeah.

John Hamilton:  Through the goal I don’t think you can put any measures in there if they don’t meet the goal.

Councilman Watts:  [inaudible]…says fourth and sixth, there were so many but that was done with a lease agreement, was that right?

Councilwoman Robinson:  I could amend this and put that into the resolution that we put a goal of certain percentage to hire people from Pigeon Township.

David Jones:  I think we need to look at this.  

John Hamilton:  I think we would both like to have an opportunity to make sure we are safe doing that and do a separate resolution.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  Okay, so that is two things you need to get back with me on.  

John Hamilton:  Right.  

[Inaudible Voices]  

Councilman Watts:  I think where it says fourth and sixth because where we pick up Pigeon it was a certain percentage that was done.  It was done in the lease agreement with Aztar.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  Yeah, correct.  

John Hamilton:  The resolution tonight is basically in support of the recommendations of the advisory board and these other things can certainly be a separate resolution by the City Council.   

Councilwoman Robinson:  Do I need to make a motion for you to drop a resolution for that?

John Hamilton:  Well, you can direct me to do it and then you can introduce the resolution at the next meeting.   

Councilwoman Robinson:  Okay, I will direct you to do that counsel.

John Hamilton:  So directed.  

Rodney Witherspoon:  My name is Rodney Witherspoon and I am a member of Vanderburgh County’s Taxpayer Association.  I would like to be sure I understood what was told to Councilman Kniese when he asked his question on the bond issue.  I would like to know how the description of this is going to read to potential bind purchasers.  In that description is there a line that says anything at all about ad valorem property taxes being available to retire this debt?  

President Jarboe:  We need to ask…please step to the mic.

Bob Swintz:  At this point in time like we discussed there is no anticipation and no need to have an ad valorem property tax.   As of now there are a lot of documents that will be drawn up, but we don’t plan on doing that.  

Rodney Witherspoon:  That is not the point of my question…the question is if those descriptions of those bonds states anything in there about there being ad valorem property tax available for the retirement of those bonds that would leave the bond purchaser to believe that ad valorem property taxes are available and if that is the case then I am sorry but this project has to go through a referendum.  

Bob Swintz:  There will be a description of revenues but there will not be a pledge of ad valorem property tax levy to pay the debt services on these bonds.

Paul Bitz:  My name is Paul Bitz; I live at 4940 Cross Country Lane.  I am not opposed to the stadium, but I think it ought to be on a referendum.   I say that because I think the taxpayers of Evansville, you can get all this creative financing that you want to get, it is still back up to each taxpayer of Evansville is going to be obligated from $2,100 to $2,700 for each living soul in Vanderburgh County…additional debt for our kids, your kids and your grandchildren.   In regards to the earthquake, there is a five-year study being done and it will be out next Wednesday and it will tell you that is the most vulnerable place there is when it does come through here.  Make sure you look at it real good.  It can go on a ballot.  Mr. Kniese, I want to congratulate you for suggesting that and I know I don’t stand to well with my fellow Democrats telling you that, because you are not suppose to be able to think.  Let me tell you this, it can go on a ballot.  If you think any stimulus money will come from Washington, that you can build a stadium, it will be in a bill that nothing like that can be done, it is not infrastructure.  So all these wise ideas of money you will get in the future it is not going to be coming for that purpose…I can guarantee you that, you can mark my words.  When it happens you will be able to say that I said it.   I think the stadium should go there, if the people want it downtown.  Let’s fight and put it downtown.  I am not opposed to doing that, but let’s bring everybody into it because I don’t want my party to get blamed years from now when other people in the city move to other positions and we get the blame for causing all the debt put upon the people.   I would like to ask John Hamilton one question, my opinion of a resolution is all you are doing is blessing what they are trying to do, it has no legality of law…am I not right? 

John Hamilton:  On this particular one we are…it is a resolution of support and it is not a legally required resolution.

Rodney Witherspoon:  It has no legal binding on …

John Hamilton:  Some resolutions are and some are not.

Rodney Witherspoon:  Right.

John Hamilton:  This is supporting the recommendations.

Rodney Witherspoon:  Okay, some of the people might not understand that.  I just wanted to…as far as changing the law because you are in the district that you are I know something about the laws in the State of Indiana, all you have to do is strike out one line and put in a new line, it doesn’t take much time to do that.  That is all I have to say.

Bruce Griffin:  My name is Bruce Griffin and I live at 4100 Court Street in the city.  I sincerely hope that City Council will send a clear message to the anti anything crowd regarding this arena.  I am asking the members of this Council vote yes for jobs, prosperity and growth for not only downtown but the entire community as well.  Too many times in Evansville’s past we have allowed the naysayers to define and dictate public policy and that has to stop, it might as well stop here now.  By building this arena we say to the rest of the region, the state and country that downtown Evansville is open for business like never before in this city’s history.  That is a good sign to me.  This new gathering place will bring as many as 12,000 into the heart of our city on event nights.  It will serve as a compliment to projects the city has already invested millions to complete.  Why get this far into the rebuilding of our downtown and say nah, never mind.  The fact remains there is still some work to do to bring about the dream of a fully revitalized downtown, but unlike many cities across this country, Evansville is ahead of the pack when you realize we have many of the pieces in place.  Adding this arena to the mix will build on the momentum and solidify Evansville’s place as the financial, educational and cultural hub for this entire region.  As far as I am concerned the public referendum on this matter has already been conducted.  I am referring to the 2007 election when our Mayor was elected over the sewer before stadium guy in a landslide.  We expect our government leaders to lead and with the building of a new downtown arena is concerned Mayor Weinzapfel has shown great patience for the process by holding numerous public forums this past 18 months.  For those of you who would poison the cities need for progress at all levels it is time for you to realize that the great can do cities of America always find a way to improve the quality of life for their citizens.  Evansville is no different than Dallas, Salt Lake City or New York City; we accomplish the same things on a smaller scale.  The building of the arena and the lengthy discussion preceding it is all part of the growing process.  Our city will be 200 years young in 2012 and I can think of no better way to celebrate the start of our third century than with the dedication of this new arena.  This project will be the catalyst that brings millions of dollars and hundreds of jobs in spin-off development to the city center.  It will transform this part of the city into a vibrant active center for commerce and trade.  I am asking every member of this Council to endorse this project by voting in favor of building this arena.  

President Jarboe:  Any questions?  Anyone else?

Kenny Payne:  This is a good idea…being built downtown.  I have two questions for the Mayor; what happens to the Robert’s Stadium and Swonders?  There seems to be a significant hockey team there and everyone seems to go there.  I am Kenny Payne and I am from Bradford Point. 

Mayor Weinzapfel:  Obviously we wanted Council to weigh in to give us support to begin moving forward on the construction of the new arena.  This is a very lengthy process and this is just a resolution you are considering tonight but we will begin working through the Redevelopment Commission on a variety of contracts necessary to acquire the professional services necessary to move this project forward.  There will be opportunity at every stage of this process because these issues will still have to be approved by City Council.  We wanted to get through this stage before we started investigating what we will do with Robert’s Stadium.  There has been discussion everything from it being turned into park land, green space, renovating it for a use of an auditorium, selling it to the private sector as a water park or demolishing it and selling it for commercial development.   I think there are numerous opportunities and possibilities we just have not started to explore it.  With the approval of this resolution tonight that is something to put to the forefront of our agenda as we put this entire project together.  With regard to the Icemen, one thing we talked about as a possibility with this arena is the possibility of minor league hockey.   This is what I believe is several levels above the quality of play the Icemen are having and the league they are playing in.  I think they have generated some tremendous excitement in the community, a lot of support and we have seen a great attendance at Swonder to watch hockey.  I would anticipate if a professional hockey league is going to come to Evansville that is going to be through an investment made in the private sector that they believe there is a financial support and fan base here and that they can make money in bringing professional hockey at a higher level than what we currently enjoy today.  That would be an issue for private development and the city would encourage it and make sure we have a facility that can accommodate ice hockey but that is really the extent of the cities involvement in bringing professional to Evansville.

Tim Well:  My name is Tim Well; I live at 4525 Greencove Avenue.  I had the opportunity to sit on the Storm water Task Force and my main concern that the Council not forget there are 30 somewhat projects mentioned over $200 million and there is only four on the table right now at $54 million.  Where is the rest of that money going to come from and is there a timetable to start the rest of those?  Not only myself…but I listened to a lot of people cry, get mad and get concerned you know what are we doing since 2006 after the initial core projects?  I am not against a stadium but financially where will this put the city to continue with the 25 other projects that have been laid forth? 

President Jarboe:  Any questions?  Anyone else?

Jol Frobeater-Miller:  My name is Jol Frobeater Miller.  When I read the paper this morning I saw that you were going to be talking about the funding for the new stadium, but I realized you have an issue to talk about before you get to the funding.  You have to decide if you indeed want to build this stadium downtown and that is why I am here.  Please don’t do it.  Please don’t vote to build a new stadium downtown.  During this economic downturn it is hard to believe that Mayor Weinzapfel and the Advisory Board he has embraced are willing to enforce a debt of around $125 million onto the citizens of this community.  This debt will keep our city in hock of at least 30 years.  My 18 year-old grandson will be a grandfather by the time this bill is paid off.  However, a new stadium might be needed and in that case the importance of its location cannot be overstated.  Take a look at where they are proposing to build this stadium.  There are not enough parking spaces available for people in the downtown area.  If I understand the Mayor correctly he said 4,300 people could walk to the stadium in five minutes.  This is an 11,000-seat stadium where are the other 6,700 other people going to park and how long will it take them to get to the stadium?  Save the millions of dollars the committee has proposed to squander on new land acquisition and build on the land we already have near the Lloyd, the thoroughfare of the city that is where we should build this stadium.  Build an arena on the parking lot of that stadium and then tear down that stadium and convert that space to a parking lot.  If a new stadium is built the city will be left with an old stadium and that will require more funds to either keep up or tear down.  Like the Mayor has suggested, people have suggested, all kinds of developments for that area, even a water park.  That sounds great but how will we pay for that kind of extravagance?  Mr. Kniese, I am so appreciative that you acknowledged that we want to vote on this thing.  I implore you to let the people be heard.  We the people, the taxpayers want to be allowed to make the decision as to whether or not the stadium should be built downtown.   We want to vote on this issue.  

 Marvin Beyer:  I am Marvin Beyer and I am with the Indiana Kentucky Regional Council of Carpenters and I am with the Southwest Building Trades.  We represent about 6,000 members in this area and for us it means growth, quality of life, it means faith and courage to move forward.  The building of this arena will spark much needed growth downtown.  I see existing business investing money into their businesses, new development with restaurants and motels and I think it will benefit everyone not only the community but this region.  I am not much of a hockey fan but if I had a place to watch a game I could get into it.  Bigger acts and better shows mean a lot to all of us.  I think it is a good way to keep young people interested in our town.  It means faith in Evansville and the courage to move forward.  I am asking you to move forward with this project.  

KC Jahn:  You can tell by my accent that I was not born or raised here but I have lived in this town for 25 years.  I have a business and live in the same house for 22 years.  I am an engineer by profession and I have engineering and architect company.   There are 34% minorities in trades; I want to make sure that all the phases of the project are right from the architect and engineering…it looks like the cross-section of the town not only some of the people get all the contracts there.  [Inaudible]  However the local people to them it is personal because their families see that my family member had something to do with the design and the construction of this arena.   I am for it and I think it is one of the best things I have seen.  [Inaudible]…yes they did hire minorities but they are local.  Now I see people from Indianapolis and St. Louis, that art coming here and local people should be considered first before…if you don’t be careful if these power companies can charge us for $20 million dollar projects I can’t imagine how we cannot be considered for that kind of work here locally.

Paul Green:  My name is Paul Green and I am the Business Manager of the International Brothers of Electrical Workers and Vice President of the Building Trades.  We were concerned with the referendum, the jobs this would create construction and permanent jobs.  As a facility it will bring people downtown and it will bring more business and construction.  If we take this to a referendum in two or three years the delay of having a referendum will cause having to go back to have more studies…would drive the cost to a point we may not be able to see this project.  I am here to endorse the project and ask the Council to vote for this.   

Councilman Friend:  If this got delayed two years or better do we have any estimation on cost increase in the project?

Rick: DeJean:  Rick DeJean with Hunt Construction.  There is no exact predicator of what the economy is going to do…I think now is the time for sharp pricing from contractors, now is a very good time to build.  If we waited two more years, I think you will see a lot of inflationary pressure if we come out of the recovery then.  Now is definitely the time.  

Matt Meadors:  My name is Matt Meadors, the President and CEO of the Chamber of Commerce of Southwest Indiana.  The Chamber represents approximately 1,800 businesses throughout the tri-state area and those businesses employ tens of thousands of individuals.  Much of what I want to say has already been said but let me simply say that when the Robert’s Stadium Advisory Board was being formed the Chamber of Commerce unanimously adopted a position statement related to the future of the stadium.  The statement contained two key provisions as follows: First, if the construction a new arena was recommended it should be located in downtown Evansville; and secondly, the construction of a new arena had to be financially feasible.  The Chamber’s leadership team reviewed the proposed teams financing plan for the new arena and found it to be conservative and achievable.  Therefore the chamber supports the construction of a new arena in downtown Evansville.  It is time to build.

Bill Pedtke:  Bill Pedkte with Southwestern Indiana Builders Association.  The Builders Association supports the building of the arena as the proposal for two reasons: the construction jobs as well as the economic development that will happen around that area.  It is a quality of life issue and will make the Evansville area more attractive city.  It may make other companies more likely to locate here, more jobs and increase the demand for housing.  We would like the arena to be passed without the referendum.  We support the use of the TIF and our state legislature intends communities to use for this type of project.  Getting the public’s input is included as part of the TIF, in addition to an election of the Council folk making those kinds of decisions on our behalf for the betterment of city.  The public had a chance to come out and view its comments and I understand that was decades ago, but downtown a TIF district should’ve been understood. We could be talking of a project of millions of dollars of this proportion if we are thinking forward.  Build it and pass the proposal and do it without a referendum is what the Builder’s Association supports.

President Jarboe:  Any questions for Mr. Pedtke?  Is there anyone that has anything else to add that we have not heard?  Thank you for your comments.  Are there any comments that members of Council would like to make before we precede?

Councilman Kniese:  I would like to make it as clear as I possibly can to state I am not against a new stadium.  Over a year ago when Mr.Chema and Gateway Consultants gave their presentation to City Council, afterwards someone asked me what do you think about this.  I said it is a good start and there are some things that need to be worked on but I think we have to have the utmost community input on a project of this size.  It just makes sense.  Somebody asked me are you going to hold a referendum on everything that comes before Council, I said no, but everything of this size we should.  We don’t see projects of this magnitude very often and we have never seen a project of this magnitude since I have been on Council the last eight years.  This is a serious investment in our community and it should require every level of input.  Yes there has been 18 months or so of meetings but not everybody could attend those meetings and it is a challenge.  Towards the end, it is the real project people have comments on.  Prior to that they could not comment on the location because it had not been identified or proposed, the number of seats of the arena or the costs.  So up until that point there is really not a whole lot of comment that really made sense.  If you recall there was a referendum for riverboat gaming.  It was a serious project that this city and surrounding area had to deal with and it went to a referendum vote and the community embraced it and supported it.  Looking back on it I think it was great idea and has been really good for our community.  Just last month in November there was a referendum that the citizens got the chance to speak on a $149 million bond issue from the school corporation.  The people voted for it because they had clear understanding of the magnitude of the project, whether it is costs, how to pay for it, and what it would be used for.  So the public had a chance to rally and support those projects because they had a true say so in the project.  We are approaching $130 million with this project and that is significant and I am not against any stadium at all.  The issue is let’s have as much community input as possible.  These types of projects don’t come around very often and this is something I believe requires the utmost citizen input and the only way I know to do that is to have a referendum.  I have publicly stated that for over a year now, so this is not a new position for me, to everyone that has talked to me, the media, or fellow Council members, I think it makes sense.  It may not be the right way to do it but it is something I feel comfortable about.  I did have an amendment I would like to make a motion for when the time is appropriate.  

President Jarboe:  Any members of Council?  I know we have had a lot of projects and every year we do a $200 million budget that we do not do a referendum on.  Swonder was passed without a referendum, Amazonia, $120 million in sewer projects, done without a referendum.  Ultimately, we get paid to make the tough decisions.  We get paid to listen to the community and do what is right to move this community forward.  I think there is an opportunity and point in time in communities when you move forward or you fall backwards and I think we are at that opportunity for Evansville right now; it is an opportunity for Council to be brave, for this administration to be brave and for this community to be brave and do something outstanding.  I do believe a new stadium downtown will create economic development, opportunities and jobs.  A new stadium downtown can define who Evansville is and what we are all about.  It will be a catalyst for new jobs as far as bringing industry in due to the fact we always heard during the election and other times about the brain drain in this community.  We need to give businesses a reason to come to Evansville.  We need to be a forward-thinking community and I think that is what this project is and it is a time we do what we were elected to do and we move forward.  I tipped my hand because I am the sponsor of this resolution because I believe it is the right thing to do.  

Councilman Kniese:  I appreciate your comments and as I say to you and other Council members this is nothing personal or political, this is just the way I believe.  It does not mean I am right or wrong but just don’t compare this project to the $16 million bond issue we did for Amazonia.  It is apples and oranges and pales in comparison in the amount of money whether it is for Swonder or whatever.  I am not here to say we need to micromanage and have every project go through the referendum process but when you are approaching $130 million with cost overruns could balloon the thing up to $150 million.  That is serious dollars and the citizens deserve every input possible.  I applaud the school corporation.  I talked to Dr. Bertram I hope it passes.  If it does or does not, you are doing it the right way because the citizens get an input on how this project is to be approved or not at the polls.  I voted for it and I am glad to see the school bond issue was approved.  I think the process and deliberation is the correct way to address these very large expenditures and debts we will be incurring.  I am not against the stadium.  I am proposing we take a different route to go through the approval process and that is where I made some comments through the media when they asked…fellow Council members I just wanted to make that clear.  

President Jarboe:  I guess we will agree to disagree. 

Councilman Kniese:  Yes.

President Jarboe:  Any other comments by members of Council?  

Councilman Kniese:  Will this be appropriate for me to at least make a motion at this time?

President Jarboe:  If there are no other comments from Council?

Councilman Watts:  Just a quick thank for those that served on the Advisory Board.  A big commitment and a lot of your time…you community has been served well.  

President Jarboe:  Anyone else?  

Councilman Kniese moved to amend the resolution to include the Council endorses a referendum vote and recommends to the members of the Indiana General Assembly that they approve legislation to allow for a public referendum to be placed on the 2010 ballot.  

President Jarboe:  I have a motion.  Do I have a second?  Seeing no second the amendment will die due to lack of a second.  

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-46 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Councilwoman Mosby:  I would like to see Evansville move forward, therefore I vote aye.

Councilwoman Robinson:  I would like to make sure we have the two resolutions I mentioned come before us and I would like to take into consideration Reverend Brooks $10 million he would like to see for the center city because it is decaying.  With that in mind and the quality of life and the fact I believe in economic development. I vote aye.

Councilman Friend:  I must say I studied the cash flows very diligently.  I do agree they were done very conservatively.  If I thought there was any reasonable chance it would go into our property tax base, I would not vote for this but I will vote for it…yes.  

Councilman Watt:  Mayor, thank you very much for handling this and doing it very deliberately.  The figures that you brought us with 150% coverage makes me feel very comfortable with this, so with that I vote aye. 

Councilman Adams:  I started the process wanting to be convinced or not convinced. I consulted about five lawyers on this issue: a couple in Boston, one in Indianapolis, Chicago and San Diego.  I have talked to people that have done this stuff in North Carolina and in San Diego and sent them the materials as we went along.   I would like to thank Todd Dank and his staffs for having me walk through our existing facility which is a mess and it desperately needs to be done.  I am unwilling for this thing to wait around for two years while people have empty lunch pails and even then not sure if it would take off.  This is the decision the legislature has told us to make.  As much as I admire my friend here I think this is something this town desperately needs and the city will grow beautifully for it, therefore I vote aye.  

Councilman John:  I too would like to thank the committee that has spent all the time this last 18 months with a number of public hearings as well as meetings with the experts in their various fields.  I have had an opportunity to review their work.  When it comes to finances I scrutinize it and if there are mistakes point them out.  There have been a couple of minor changes made over the last few months with there being 150% over and above the dollars necessary to meet our obligations to fund this and this being the first step of many to be taken I think it is time to get started now rather than wait two years.  It is our responsibility to make those decisions like we do every year when we adopt a $200 million budget without a referendum…with that I vote aye.  Let’s go forward with it and make Evansville proud.

President Jarboe:  I vote yes for Evansville, for the region, and this resolution.

Ayes:  Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Nays:  Kniese

Absent:  Melcher

There being seven (7) Ayes and one (1) Nay, Resolution C-2008-46 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES:

President Jarboe:  I need a motion to suspend the rules in order to hear Resolution 

C-2008-45 on all three reading this evening.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to hear 

Resolution C-2008-45 on all three readings this evening.  

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-45 will be heard on all three reading this evening.

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES:

President Jarboe:  I need a motion to suspend the rules in order to hear Ordinance F-2008-21 on all three reading this evening.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to hear 

Ordinance F-2008-21 on all three readings this evening.  

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-21 will be heard on all three reading this evening.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-37

A.S.D.





ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE’S ORDINANCES CONCERNING FEES, PERMITS AND LICENSING OF CONTRACTORS AND AMENDING SECTIONS 125, 129, 130, 132, 158, AND 999 OF CHAPTER 15.150 OF TITLE 15 OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

ORDINANCE G-2008-38

A.S.D.





ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 9.94.14 AND 9.94.20 OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE’S ABANDONED VEHICLE ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

RESOLUTION C-2008-45

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 

C-2008-4 ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

ORDINANCE F-2008-21

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. F-2008-1 ANNEXING CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-45

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 

C-2008-4 ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

David Jones:  David Jones; Corporation Counsel.  This is an amendment to a prior ordinance for an eastside annexation.  It also is an amendment for the resolution of the fiscal plan.  After you adopted the original ordinance and resolution for the fiscal plan and prior to the end of the 90-day period there was a remonstrance filed in court.  It did not contain the 65% number that was needed on individual.  It did have, after research, the necessary number for assessed value of the statutory amount that the litigation has preceded and recently a settlement was reached with two of the property owners that being Wal-Mart and Gershwin Brown.  That settlement agreement is in the process of being signed and is our understanding it will lower the percentage necessary to continue the litigation because of a jurisdictional amount would be less than necessary.  That settlement agreement provides… first of all under annexation law what would be offered in that settlement agreement must be offered to all property owners in the annexed area.  If that settlement is consummated with all property owners by December 31st of this year it will provide for a statutory abatement in three phases: 75% the first year, 50% the second year and 25% the third year.  If it is not consummated by December 31, 2008,  because of the law, you can not commence it the year prior to a federal census which is coming up in 2010.  Therefore the abatement would then go to a two-year abatement which would commence in 2010 which would be 50% and the second year would be 2011 of 25%.  The settlement agreement reached with Wal-Mart and Gershwin Brown provides for in addition to the alternate abatement scenario that the city would take all steps necessary to alleviate an existing traffic concerns and congestion at the access road which is the first traffic light north of the Lloyd Expressway on Burckhardt Road and that would be subject to engineering studies up to a fixed amount of $150,000 and the city would not be responsible for any and all costs of improvement that would exceed $150,000.  That is the basic terms of that settlement.  That is the basis of the amended ordinance and fiscal plan.  The amounts in there including the abatements are built into the fiscal plan and will not require any change up to that point.  

Councilman Kniese:  The maximum liability we have is $150,000 for the steps necessary to alleviate any traffic concerns?  Which light did you say that was?

David Jones:  It is the first traffic light north of Lloyd Expressway on Burckhardt Road.  

Councilman Kniese:  I am just guessing, but we probably got a bargain on that?  That is a major headache.  I deal with it as much as anybody…$150,000 that would be great if you can alleviate the congestion for that.

David Jones:  I think it is something that would have come up on City Engineers radar screen immediately.  

Councilman Kniese:  There have been proposals that the state at some point in time might change that intersection, how would that affect this if they do? 

David Jones:  That is why we had to get into the language we did because the state is going to have to be a player on any changes that are out there.  That is why it could not be we will agree to automatically do thus and thus….we are going to have to work with INDOT on what changes are made there because it impacts access to and from a state highway.

Councilman Kniese:  That does not change our maximum level of liability?  

David Jones:  No.

Councilman Adams:  You made a presentation on both Ordinance F-2008-21 and Resolution C-2008-45?  You made comments covering both of these?

David Jones:  Good, yeah I did.

Mike Schopmeyer:  Mike Schopmeyer with the law firm Kahn, Dees, Donovan and Kahn here on behalf of the remonstrators.  I will address both at the same time for efficiency as well.   We represent the dozens of property owners not in the settlement.  We were just contacted a few weeks ago about the prospect of a settlement.  It is very difficult to move a group that is as large as the 75% that we had to reach to meet the test and in fact we met it with 80% of the taxpayers.  Here you have just two taxpayers, both out of town.  We represent most of people that will be future voters for each of you on City Council if we can reach a settlement.  I think there is a possibility of that.  We too were in the same negotiations that have been discussed and I think there has been an assurance from Ice Miller who we have been negotiating with that the same deal will be made available to our local clients.  There is a difference in the issue of law I need to put into record as a lawyer, we don’t think by settling with the two out of town folks that you therefore reduce the 80% test that we met.  That is a matter probably for the Supreme Court and the Geist Reservoir Case when that issue is up, or it could be the City of Evansville case if that is where we go and we are not able to settle this.  We have been for nearly 18 months and President Jarboe is aware of this, because I have asked him personally on several occasions and this board, we have been asking to sit down and talk and so after 12 months here and the last moment we have someone that wanted to talk to us from legal counsel.  We have met once and we plan to meet again next Tuesday at 4:30 to discuss the most recent offer.  Our people are not interested in signalization because it would be difficult for us to decide which signal when we have hundreds of property owners that have at least another 20 intersections, so we focus on street lighting.  If you have been there, in particularly the northern areas, it is a dark hole.  Many of our clients have pointed out how dark it is once you leave Lloyd Expressway.  In an offer that has been made that is comparable and I think with the same deal you have talked about Councilman Kniese to amend to allow instead of forcing signalization for street lighting and with the same tax phase-in proposed.  We would ask that the City of Evansville allow our clients ample time to be thoughtful and deliberative that they might look at and consider this settlement offer.  I would ask you to give us some patience in the process.  You have alluded that the settlement may not be able to be achieved in 2008.  If not, the settlement we understand would have 100% phase-in or abatement in 2009, which is what the law provides for.  You can’t phase-in or annex an area in the year before a census under the statue…I guess the rational for that is that they do not want cities to grow their population thereby to get federal funds right before a census.  So the law provides for that and that may hasten the settlement process.  We would have 50% and 25% in the settlement proposed that Mr. Jones read into record then in years 2010 and payable 2011 and 2011 payable in 2012.  We hope to be able to finish that and there is a possibility, I don’t know what our clients will do.  When I got the call today at 1:00 and I didn’t have time to put on my dark suit, as everyone has done today, but I would ask you to give us some time, and there is a possibility we could have it done in 2008 but that would be next Tuesday.  We will get back to you if there is a settlement reached probably in January 2009, or we will just keep going in the litigation.  It is hardly fair two out of town folks are able to reach a settlement and we have not been given the same offer.   I think we will be.  I think that assurance has been made.  I would wish to hear the City Council’s thoughts on that.  

Councilman John: I would like to hear Mr. Jones.

David Jones:  Michael, I think there is a misunderstanding.  That settlement offer was good until today.  If this ordinance is passed, it is too late to amend that and that was made clear to your folks.  What’s there is what goes forward in the agreement that has been struck.  Opening this thing up does the city absolutely no good after 12-31-08, that’s what the deal is.  As far as out of town folks, there are a number of trusts and out of town people that own the remaining properties.  As far as street lights, if the developers in those areas were warranted they would have put in street lights in the beginning.  That part of it is the same for everybody.  There is a process in the statutes for street lights similar to Barrett Law and it is no different for folks in that area than any other part of the city.   Once this thing is closed it is closed; it is not going to be brought back to you to be opened back up again in 2009.  

Councilman John:  Mike represented that he found out at noon today.  Is that the first time he was aware of the settlement?

David Jones:  We have been in negotiations for a number of weeks now.  I don’t know at what point he found out there was a settlement with these other two property owners.  I can’t speak to that.  As far as negotiations directly with Mike and his folks that have been going on for a number of weeks, that just didn’t start.  

Mike Schopmeyer:  May I address that?

Councilman John:  Sure, but one other thing…these would be applicable to everybody in the area being annexed…what is in this agreement, or the resolution and the ordinance?

David Jones:  The abatement in that scenario applies to everybody.  You can’t split abatements or offer them to some property owners and not to others…it goes to everybody.

Mike Schopmeyer:  We were told as late as Friday that this was not going to get done by the end of the year…I don’t know that David knows that but in our conversations with Ice Miller...today was the first time we were told about the $150,000 and the street light.  It certainly is unfair that one developer gets a streetlight and something that serves just two properties, the Best Buy property, who is one of our clients, and the Wal-Mart Gershwin Brown property.  If this is a take it or leave it, I would suggest you would at least put the $150,000 more in there for the street lighting because that is what was told to us today and I am here under oath…I have no reason to say otherwise and I also have a license…so.  The take it or leave it was said to us weeks ago and the take it or leave it went away about Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday of last week as I talked to Mr. Ochs from the Ice Miller firm.  David, I don’t know that you are aware of that, but that is what we were told.

David Jones:  I am very much aware of it, Michael, and it was a deadline that this case dismissed in total by December 31st.  It changes the economic impact to the city and it makes absolutely no sense to drag this thing on as far as the city and to still do those other things.  That was part of it and that has always been out there.   

Mike Schopmeyer:  We just beg to differ on the facts.

John Hamilton:  I have a question for David; what I am hearing is you and Ice Miller is recommending this is in the best interest of the city?

David Jones:  Yes.

President Jarboe:  Any other questions or comments by members of Council?

Mike Schopmeyer:  If that is the view then there be at least $150,000 put in as well for the street lights which was assured to us today, which would be for the other property owners out there.  As I understood it from Mr. Ochs today that it would be under the same terms not to exceed $150,000 and is agreed upon by the parties where exactly those go.  There are also some street lights in the plan already and in our opinion is not adequate enough.  

President Jarboe:  Whether we put it in here or not, there is nothing that would preclude us from putting street lights in that area.  If it was a public safety issue and it was determined a year or so down the road, we could fund that if needed correct, John?

Mike Schopmeyer:  Except you are giving that assurance in the resolution.  I read it beforehand. It was not given to me today.  I looked at it on Mr. Hamilton’s desk.  You are giving that assurance to Wal-Mart and a developer.  They are getting the assurance up to $150,000.  We’re getting nothing.

President Jarboe:  Any questions?  David, do you have any further comment?

Councilman John: Was there representation of $150,000 for street lights and if so is it still on the table or is it gone?  I don’t want to get into the negotiation end of…

David Jones:  There was a discussion of an amount that originally the request that was made was streetlights and sidewalks.  That was the initial pitch made from Michael’s clients and the identification of a number of streets to put including the Lloyd and some other places out there.  The initial passes were rejected when we got to this amount on this issue we went back and looked at what could be done under the fiscal plan as it was set up and came up with a comparable amount and the offer was to be made but it had to be contingent upon this case being dismissed by December 31st.  It could be if that is accepted… we have a settlement agreement that can be signed and delivered to the judge.  As soon as the judge’s signature is on it, it ends.  

Councilman John: So as the settlement agreement to get it dismissed, you have authority or ability to put in there an amount subject to funding by Council…

David Jones:  No, because it takes an amendment to this ordinance and fiscal plan.  Unless you are planning on coming back before the end of the year and having a special meeting, I don’t see how this happens.  

Councilman Adams: David, are there any outstanding performance bonds by the developers’ of these areas still present?

David Jones:  I don’t know.  It would run to the county if anything.  I doubt it… 

Councilman Adams: I would think if there were…you could go to those people to get your money to do it that way.  If the developer had not done what he said he was suppose to do…

Mike Schopmeyer:  We can’t light public roadways.  This is for illumination of Burkhardt or Virginia.  Lloyd and Morgan Avenue are illuminated by the City of Evansville.  The State Highway will only illuminate some intersections.  They do not provide any of the lighting.  You pay for it…those major thoroughfares and the other Cross Point which will be the other thoroughfare that will cut all the way through.  The offer was made and it appears Mr. Jones has confirmed it.  If you would amend to put the $150,000 for street illumination not to exceed subject to the approval of whoever then we meet next Tuesday which is still 2008…we can achieve possibly do exactly what Wal-Mart and Gershwin Brown are doing…with the appropriate contingencies in there.  Then you have a win-win and maybe the entire case is settled next week.  It is Christmas time.  We couldn’t get a meeting on this call today at 1:00.  It is just a physical impossibility.  If you do that and put the proper safeguard then you are treating apples to apples, you are treating the rest of the folks that represent 49% or 50%...they are 50% and you have two groups that represent about 20% that are getting $150,000 for the direct benefit of their property.  One could argue that was not the offer made today.  The offer made today was $150,000 for the illumination.  

John Hamilton:  My comment to Council would be that I don’t think this legislative body should be involved in negotiations on an annexation lawsuit; I think that is what Mr. Jones and Ice Miller are…and I think you need to hear from Mr. Jones if he wants to recommend any further amendments.  I don’t think Council wants to be in that position.  You will be put into that position for every annexation from here on out.  

President Jarboe:  I think during the budget process we…I believe like John though, I don’t want to get into negotiations.

Councilman Watts:  Not at the 11th hour, no I don’t think that is something we need to get into.  

President Jarboe:  Do you need a few minutes?  We can recess this and move onto the next…let you and Mike talk.  You just need a minute?  We will recess C-2008-45; we will skip F-2008-21 and move onto the consent agenda.

President Jarboe:  We are back…still at second reading of C-2008-45.

David Jones:  We would propose in the resolution and I don’t have the ordinance in front of me.  

John  Hamilton:  The only amendments is to Resolution C-2008-45; the ordinance is not…

David Jones:  In Section One there will be a second heading.  The first heading being highway improvements, the amended heading would read as follows:  SECTION 2.   Street Light Improvements

 If a settlement shall be effected with all remonstrators and the existing remonstrance litigation terminated on or before December 31, 2008, the City shall take all steps necessary to provide street light improvements to major thoroughfares within the annexation area up to a fixed amount of $150,000.00.  The location of such street lighting improvements shall be determined by the City.  The City shall not be responsible for any and all costs of such street lighting improvements that exceed $150,000.00.  If the existing remonstrance litigation shall not be terminated on or before December 31, 2008, the City shall have no obligation to provide the street lighting improvements.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson to amend Resolution C-2008-45.  

Voice vote.  So ordered.

President Jarboe:  Are there any questions or comments by members of Council?  

Mr. Schopmeyer, is there anything you would like to add before we go to vote?

Mike Schopmeyer:  No.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to move 

Resolution C-2008-45 as amended to Third Reading.   Voice vote.  So ordered.

Resolution C-2008-45 as amended is hereby moved to Third Reading.

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2008-21

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. F-2008-1 ANNEXING CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the 

motion to move Ordinance F-2008-21 to Third Reading.  Voice vote.   So ordered. 

Ordinance F-2008-21 is hereby moved to Third Reading.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2008-30 as amended PUBLIC WORKS (WATTS)

  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IN EVANSVILLE, INDIANA ON THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THAT PORTION OF GILBERT AVENUE NORTH OF ADAMS TO THE EXTENSION OF THE NORTHERN LINE OF THE 12’ ALLEY AND THAT PORTION OF THE 12’ ALLEY SOUTH OF AND BETWEEN 1133 AND 1157 WASHINGTON AVENUE, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

ORDINANCE G-2008-35

ASD




 
  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE OPERATION OF TAXICABS FOR THE YEAR 2009 

(E-Town Taxi Cab Co., LLC.)

ORDINANCE G-2008-36

A.S.D. (ROBINSON)



JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.30.506, 3.30.508, 3.30.510, 3.30.512, 3.30.514, AND 3.30.515 OF THE POLICE MERIT ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

RESOLUTION C-2008-42

FINANCE





JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT /REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY (Berry Plastics)

RESOLUTION C-2008-43

FINANCE





JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT (Berry Plastics)

RESOLUTION C-2008-44

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN CONNIE ROBINSON

Councilwoman Robinson: Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinances G-2008-35 and G-2008-36 and they come forward with a do-pass recommendation. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN CURT JOHN 

Councilman John: Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Resolutions C-2008-42, C-2008-43, C-2008-44 and they come forward with a do-pass recommendation.  Ordinance F-2008-20 will be heard at a later date.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN WATTS

Councilman Watts:  Mr. President, tonight your Public Works Committee heard Ordinance 

G-2008-30 as amended and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2008-30 as amended
PUBLIC WORKS (WATTS)
  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IN EVANSVILLE, INDIANA ON THE PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS THAT PORTION OF GILBERT AVENUE NORTH OF ADAMS TO THE EXTENSION OF THE NORTHERN LINE OF THE 12’ ALLEY AND THAT PORTION OF THE 12’ ALLEY SOUTH OF AND BETWEEN 1133 AND 1157 WASHINGTON AVENUE, EVANSVILLE, INDIANA

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-30 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-30 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2008-35

ASD




 
  ROBINSON

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CERTIFICATES OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE OPERATION OF TAXICABS FOR THE YEAR 2009 

(E-Town Taxi Cab Co., LLC.)

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-35 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-35 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2008-36

A.S.D. (ROBINSON)



JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 3.30.506, 3.30.508, 3.30.510, 3.30.512, 3.30.514, AND 3.30.515 OF THE POLICE MERIT ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE MUNICIPAL CODE

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance G-2008-36 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2008-36 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2008-42

FINANCE





JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR REDEVELOPMENT /REHABILITATION OF REAL PROPERTY (Berry Plastics)

Councilman Watts moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-42 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

President Jarboe:  I spoke with Berry’s attorneys tonight and I encouraged that any time we do tax phase-ins that they use local contractors and local individuals, much like we talked over before.  I think from this point forward I am going to encourage that when we do these types of phase-ins; with that I vote aye.  

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-42 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-43

FINANCE





JOHN

A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE DECLARING AN ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AREA FOR PROPERTY TAX PHASE-IN FOR THE ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT (Berry Plastics)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-43 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-43 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION C-2008-44

FINANCE





JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-44 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

Councilman Watts:  For the record, I will…I think there will be some amendments made to this, this just starts the clock and gets the ball rolling, with that I vote aye.

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-44 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2008-45 as amended
FINANCE




JOHN

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. C-2008-4 ADOPTING A FISCAL PLAN AND ESTABLISHING A DEFINITE POLICY FOR SERVICES

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Resolution C-2008-45 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2008-45 as amended is hereby declared ADOPTED.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2008-21

FINANCE





JOHN

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. F-2008-1 ANNEXING CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY

Councilman John moved and Councilman Watts seconded the motion to adopt 

Ordinance F-2008-21 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Watts, Adams, John, Jarboe.

Absent:  Melcher

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance F-2008-21 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting next Monday, December 29, 2008.  The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, January 5, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.   Committee Meetings will begin at 5:15 p.m.

Libbie Au:  I am here this evening to finalize the 2008 compliance review.  I did receive responses from the three companies that did not initially respond to my inquiries.  I was able to obtain those letters of explanation, which you have in your packets, as well as the updated spreadsheets.  In order to close out the report I have consulted with Mr. Hamilton and we will need a motion from Council just stating the Council has received and reviewed the report.  

Councilman Kniese:  Are we still sending out letters to all companies that fall below 100%?  Whether it is 98% or 40%, they all receive a letter?

Libbie Au:  That is correct.

Councilman Adams:  I just want to thank you for your efforts this year.  It has been helpful to me and I am sure everyone else here for you to give the numbers and your tenacious ability to follow up those three people and get 100% compliance.  

Libbie Au:  I appreciate your assistance in contacting those companies.

Councilman Adams:  Like my knuckle calls.

Libbie Au:  Yes, I do appreciate that.  

President Jarboe:  We need a motion?

Libbie Au:  Yes, we need a motion stating that the Council has received and reviewed the 2008 compliance report.  

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion that we have received and reviewed the 2008 Compliance Reports.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  

Libbie Au:  I will leave the paperwork for you to sign.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN JOHN

Re:
Resolution C-2008-41



Confirming Tax Phase-in for


Date:
January 5, 2009                   


Pioneer Development Services                   

Time:
5:25 p.m.




1501 Keller Street

Notify: Libbie Au
Re:
Ordinance F-2008-15



Annexing adjacent and contiguous


Date:
January 26, 2009
                     

territory.                   

Time:
5:00 p.m.

Notify: Jenny Collins

Re:
Ordinance F-2008-20



Annexing adjacent and contiguous

Date:
To be announced



territory

Time:


Notify:
Jenny Collins

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN ROBINSON

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-37



An ordinance concerning fees, 

Date:
January 5, 2009



permits and licensing of contractors

Time:
5:15 p.m.


Notify:  Robert Rock

Re:
Ordinance G-2008-38



An ordinance amending the  

Date:
January 5, 2009



abandoned vehicles ordinance.

Time:
5:15 p.m.


Notify:  Robert Rock

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN WATTS

Nothing scheduled at this time.

Councilman Kniese:  I have the list of the City Council Board of Appointments for 2008; there is no change in 2009 is there?  There will have to be someone when Councilman Melcher comes off…will we address that the first of the year?

Councilman John:  Those appointments will be made in January.  

Councilman Kniese:  We will address this in January then…okay.

President Jarboe:  Yes, it was just a heads up for those that we need to replace because we will have some vacancies. Just trying to keep everyone informed Councilman.  

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Kniese seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

Keith Jarboe, President


Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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