
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, February 9, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Jarboe, Watts.

Absent:  Robinson

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman John. 

Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the February 9, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Claire Martin

James Halle

Caitlin Spear

Daniel Avon

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Hessler is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held January 26, 2009.   

Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 6th PACKET:

*Agenda for the February 9, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from January 26, 2009.

*Rezoning Ordinance R-2009-1.

*February calendar of scheduled meetings in the City/County Administration Building.
*A copy of a letter from Stephen Titzer regarding the Utility Operating Agreements.

*Notice of the next Traveling City Hall Meeting Thursday, February 26, 2009.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Amended Agenda for the February 9, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*Resolution C-2009-3.

*A copy of a letter from Sr. Jane Nesmith, St. John the Apostle Catholic Church.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE R-2009-1

TO APC    
         
   


   C-4 TO R-3 

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 307 North Third Avenue

Petitioner:

Habitat for Humanity of Evansville, Inc

Owner:


Same

Representative:
Lori Reed

District:

B.J. Watts, Ward 6

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS
ORDINANCE G-2009-1

A.S.D.




       
       MOSBY

An Ordinance Authorizing Public/Private Agreements

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilwoman Mosby: Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance G-2009-1 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.  

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Ordinance to Third Reading.   Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-1

A.S.D.




                     MOSBY

An Ordinance Authorizing Public/Private Agreements

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt

Ordinance G-2009-1 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Jarboe, Watts.

Absent: Robinson

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2009-1 is hereby declared ADOPTED.
RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-3 (DOCKET)



COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A Resolution of the Evansville City Council Concerning Indiana General Assembly House Bill 1588 and the Vanderburgh County Innkeeper’s Tax and Vanderburgh County Food and Beverage Tax

President Watts:  I assume we all got the e-mail today and this was on your desk this evening; has everyone had a chance to review this?  I would note on the third page it says passed and adopted by Evansville City Council the 6th day of February, 2009; our clerk has already caught that and all of the original copies do say the 9th   so that is corrected.  Are there any questions or comments by members of Council?

Councilman Kniese:  I just got mine tonight.  I did not get my e-mail, but they might have sent it to me. I was out of town this weekend.  I apologize, I just got it tonight on my desk. I am trying to go through it as quickly as I can.

President Watts:  No problem, take your time.  Any other questions by members of council?

Councilman John:  In the event the arena project does not go forward, whether it is a lack of funding or a change in circumstances, what happens with the food and beverage tax?  Would the legislature have to go back and amend this to terminate it when it was originally planned or what would happen?

John Kish:  I am John Kish, the Arena Project Director.  That of course depends on the final version adopted by the legislature, but it’s enabling legislation to the County Council to allow them to decide what to do.

Councilman John: Okay, so in the event  that funding in other areas fell through, the County Council would be the one to say we’re terminating it?

John Kish:  If the arena project did not go forward then the County Council would act to not… [Inaudible].

Councilman John:  Okay, that is what I need to know.  

President Watts:  So we would never even capture the money or they would decide how to spend it?

John Kish:  It depends on the timing of that.  The money is all captured until the final payment of the Centre Bond.  So that money is all captured and given to the arena project only once the County Council moves the arena project funding forward.

President Watts:  The way I understand it, we receive the excess funds from over and above what it takes to pay until the Centre Bond is paid off and then at that point we capture those funds as well?

John Kish:  Yes, beginning in July.  

Councilman Kniese:  So this is basically extending up to a period of five years, the food and beverage tax.  This is in support of extending it to beyond the expiration date of the Centre Bonds to pay for the stadium, is that right?

John Kish:  The provision that talks about extending for five years relates to the Innkeepers’ Tax, a reduction in it.  It extends the higher level of collection for the Innkeepers’ Tax which is a Centre issue.  Then in case we have a separate matter, it takes the food and beverage tax and allows the County Council to continue that tax forward until the arena is paid for.  If the Centre Bonds were completely paid for in 2017 and no action was taken, then the tax would sunset.  I believe it would be the same way they scheduled to sunset after the airport [inaudible].

Councilman Kniese:  Which we all know sunset means it is highly unlikely the tax is going to be rescinded in reality.  

President Watts:  Are there any other questions by members of Council?  Anyone in the audience that would like to speak either for or against this resolution? 

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-3.  

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Kniese, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Jarboe, Watts.

Absent: Robinson

There being eight (8) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Resolution C-2009-3 is hereby declared ADOPTED.

President Watts:  I would like to note that attached to this is the resolution passed unanimously by the County Commissioners and the County Council.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting on Monday, February 16, 2009.  The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, February 23, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  I would like to thank the Red Cross.  They came out to the Second Ward and we went door knocking to make sure everyone was okay with the electricity out and if anyone needed to seek shelter.  They did a great job and I wanted to extend my thanks and gratitude to them.

Councilman Jarboe:  It was a trying week and I know a lot of agencies and folks in this community stepped forward whether it was loaning generators or helping cut trees.  Ed Ziemer”s Transportation Department had a huge task along with the Fire and Police Department.  I think the community stepped up and did an exemplary job and Vectren. I would like to give my appreciation and thanks to everyone that stepped forward this past week. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Nothing scheduled at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP GRANT MEETING – B.J. WATTS 

Members – Jeff Kniese, Missy Mosby, Dan Adams

Monday – March 16, 2009

4:00 p.m.

Room 318

YOUTH SPORTS GRANT MEETING – KEITH JARBOE

Members – B.J. Watts, Connie Robinson, Dan Adams

Wednesday, March 18, 2009

4:00 p.m.

Room 307

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice vote. So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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