
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 27, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with Councilman Jeff Kniese presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Kniese, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Jarboe, John, Watts.

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Drew Mark Kniese.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the April 27, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

Are there any students in the audience who would like to be recognized?

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL
Kayla Lydon
COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held April 13, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL 24TH PACKET:

*Agenda for the April 27, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from April 13, 2009.

*Ordinance F-2009-2.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Weights and Measures Report.

*A list of Neighborhood Presidents.

*News Releases regarding:


-Census Workers to Verify Addresses

-Famed Global Design Practice HOK Sport Venue Event Brings a New 

  Era as Populous.

-Lincoln Avenue Reconstruction Closure.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Substantial Amendment to the Consolidated Plan 2008 Action Plan for Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program.
*A copy of an E-mail from Councilwoman Bredhold.

*A news release regarding Evansville Selected as “Bank on Cities” Faculty City.

*Amended Rezoning Ordinance R-2008-21.
Councilman Jarboe moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-2

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Authorizing Additional Appropriations of Funds within a City Department

Councilman Watts moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE R-2008-21 (amended) FROM APC          

  C-4 & R-1 TO R-3 w/U&D

An Ordinance to rezone certain real estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 800 Christ Road

Petitioner: 

Dan Buck 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to send Ordinance 
R-2008-21 as amended back to the Area Plan Commission.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing Filed for Second Reading

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing Filed for Third Reading
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting next Monday, May 4, 2009.  The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, May 11, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings will begin at 5:25 p.m.

Department of Urban Forestry and Tree Advisory Annual Report
Shawn Dickerson – Arborist

Shawn Dickerson:  We always show the public these pictures when we look at a home…if we are interested in buying a home we would like at a picture like this, compared to a picture like this.  Maybe we are looking at a neighborhood to buy a home in, we might look at a neighborhood like this, or would we rather buy a home in a neighborhood like this?  When we go shopping, would we be more attracted to a shopping district like one of these, or a shopping district like one of these?  It makes people think of the importance trees add to the attractiveness of a community, home or business district.  That is one of the many reasons trees are so important, there are so many benefits.  They are good environmentally, psychologically and physically. With everybody going green nowadays…you look at advertisements and see so many companies going green, it is good to know the City has a tree program.  It is good to know that the City is going green by planting trees where needed, planting trees correctly and by doing everything we can to improve our environment in the City.  We celebrate Arbor Day every year because we are Tree City USA.  This is our ninth year that we have been Tree City USA.  We celebrated Arbor Day at Good Shepard School this year to award the first place winner of the Arbor Day contest.  We have also received the growth award from the National Arbor Day Foundation for the five consecutive years.  The picture above is our City Founding Tree that we planted last year on Arbor Day.   This is the information we have gathered from USDA software that takes our tree inventory and gives us some measurement of the benefits that the trees provide according to the data we have.  We found after you take the cost out of running our department away from the benefits we received, we have a net annual benefit of $245,000.  It could be more and we are trying to update our inventory.  How do we maintain the benefits we get from trees in the community along city streets, parks, cemeteries and other places?  We need to supervise the city tree crew which is what the Department of Urban Forestry does, and I am in charge of that crew.  I can gladly say that we have not topped a tree since I have been here.  Also, we want to plant the right tree in the right place.   The city has done this.  We also educate the public because we cannot regulate trees on private property, but we can help property owners understand the right tree for the right place and how to plant a tree correctly.  We help educate and assist other city departments that are interested in doing public tree work.  We also enforce the arborists licensing program.  We maintain the licenses for tree companies that work for hire.  The Tree Advisory Board has specific goals for the near future.  We are working with the Area Plan Commission to assist in the development of a parking lot landscape codes and incentives.  We are also trying to establish consistent standards for tree care, plantings and replacements along state properties.  We are investigating different ways of planting trees across town.  The Emerald Ash Boar is something we will be dealing with in the next decade.  Currently the Emerald Ash Boar is in Brown County around Bloomington and close to Louisville and that’s about the closet point it is to us now, but just two years ago it wasn’t found any closer than up around Indianapolis so that shows how fast it is moving.  You can see the trees that are dead caused by the Emerald Ash Boar in the picture compared to the live healthy trees that are not Ash trees. This is in Toledo Ohio.  Sorry Councilman Kniese.  I know you are going to Ohio and they’ve got it pretty bad.  Topping trees are bad so we try to educate the property owners around town about this, and hopefully we can slow it down and possibly stop it.  In most cases they do not understand what they are doing to their trees and how bad the tree looks after the tree has been topped.  Other accomplishments we have had since 2001, we’ve planted more than two for one trees that we’ve have removed.  We developed specification manuals and brochures for the public.  We developed a memorial tree program for the Evansville cemeteries.  We hope to see more trees planted through donations through that program.  We mitigated the ice storms by clearing the streets and cleaning up debris. I want to thank you for your continued support and for having me here.  I especially want to thank Councilman Kniese for your support over the years.  Thank you all.  Have you got any questions?
Councilman Kniese:  Are there any questions for Shawn?  That was a very worthy program that sometimes might get overlooked a little bit because we are not as educated on the subject and you do a good job each year coming here to help us learn a little more about that.  Thank you.  Are there any other items under miscellaneous this evening?

Honoring Councilman Kniese

Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel:  Jeff, on behalf of the Citizens of the City of Evansville, I want to thank you for your years of service and on a personal level, I enjoyed working with you and I wish you the best of luck in the future, and I would like to present to you the key to the City of Evansville.

Councilman Kniese:  Mayor, he (Drew) asked me if this opened the door so Santa could get in easier.  Thank you, I appreciate that very much.

Councilman John:   Just a couple of things.  First, I’d like to know how the Mayor got you and B.J. got Taylor Swift.  You both got keys to the City.   At our last meeting I thanked you for giving us two weeks to come up with something nice to say about you and we decided we are going to give you a gift certificate instead.  It’s to the Outback and that’s the restaurant over by you, not Australia. But in all sincerity, we have served together for approximately eight years now and it’s been a pleasure.  We have probably agreed over 95% of the time on the direction of the City, and those times we didn’t agree we at least respected one another’s opinion and we both had valid reasons for going the way we did.  I only can hope your replacement is as good to work with as you have been and I really appreciate the service you have given to our community.  

Councilman Kniese:  Thank you Curt, the feeling is mutual and as you know it has been a very difficult decision for us here because Evansville is our hometown.  

President Watts:  Jeff and I came on together in 2001 and it has been an absolute pleasure to work with you.  I have thoroughly enjoyed it.  You, your lovely wife and son will certainly be missed in Evansville, but I wish you the best of luck.  Things that are good for you, we are excited about and the Council went together along with the Clerk’s office and we have a plaque here…The City of Evansville, Indiana, in appreciation of Jeff Kniese for outstanding service and dedication to the Citizens of Evansville, as a member of the Common Council City of Evansville, January 2001 to April 2009.  

Councilman Kniese:  Thank you very much.  
President Watts:  I called Curt today and said I talked to Jeff this morning and asked if he wanted to be President tonight and run the meeting , he said “that is no problem…if things get out of hand I will make a motion to impeach him.”  I said, okay then we are covered.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  Jeff, once again thank you.  You have been a wonderful friend and mentor.  We will definitely miss you in the City of Evansville, and the team at Integra has a few pictures for you so that you can remember us too.  
Councilman Kniese:  Thank you so much.  I appreciate that very much.  A little birdie told me today that I might receive some pictures to take home, so thank you.  
Councilman Jarboe:  Jeff, since I have been on I have really enjoyed working with you.  I have known you and your family and of course my wife has known your family much longer than I have and you come from really good stock…I am glad your parents and you wife could be here this evening.  It has been an honor and a privilege to serve with you and you will be missed.  It takes something like this…when someone leaves before you really know what someone has done for their community.  We appreciate everything you have done and remember you can always come back to Evansville.  
Councilman Kniese:  I really appreciate that Keith…I really do.  Thank you.

Councilman Friend:  I have not had the opportunity to work with you very often…the times I had, it has been a treat.  You have always been well thought out on your position and it has always been a delight to work with you.  I will miss your wife too because I used to be her accountant.  Good luck on your venture.
Councilman Kniese:  Thank you John and thank you for being here almost on time tonight.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I also want to thank you in my first few months here at Council, you have always been welcoming and made me comfortable and I really appreciate that.  I am sorry to see you go but I wish you the best of luck.
Councilman Kniese:  Thank you Wendy; I know it has been a brief time we have had the opportunity to work with each other but some things like that you cannot predict how it will turn out.  I appreciated the short time we have worked together.  There are a couple of special people I would like to recognize in the audience.  You have heard quite a bit about my wife Jenny, she is the love of my life; this is our son, Drew Mark; my mother Marty Kniese and my father Norm Kniese, Jr. are in the audience tonight and my mother-in-law Joyce Nally.  So thank you for being here tonight on a special occasion that is bittersweet.  It has been an absolute pleasure; I have been here eight years and four moths.  Curt, you are exactly right, 95% of the time everything went very well.  The times we did not agree it was always because we had a different philosophy on how we should handle things and I think the most important thing is that it has always been handled in a very professional way.  It was never anything personal with us up here.  It’s just we’ve had a different approach to handling things and I respect those who disagreed with me.  I respect their position and hope they respected mine.  I tried to come prepared to Council meetings and I took my job very seriously.  Evansville is my hometown; Jenny is from here as well…we have all our family and friends so that network of support is going to be missed.  I have a feeling I’ll come back from time to time to haunt you guys, to say hi and see how things are going.  It has been a pleasure to serve the City of Evansville and all the department heads have been fabulous to work with…and you want to say something Drew?  What do you want to say?
Drew Mark:  Bye.

Councilman Kniese:  I think we will end on that note.  Thank you very much.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous?  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-2



An ordinance authorizing 

Date:
May 11, 2009




additional appropriations of funds 
Time:
5:25 p.m.




within a city department (DMD)

Notify: Tonya Turnley

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.


ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilman Jarboe seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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