
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 22, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 22, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.
Absent:  Friend
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Walker.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 22, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Taylor is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held June 8, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 19th PACKET:

*Agenda for the June 22, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from June 8, 2009.

*Ordinances G-2009-8, F-2009-4 and F-2009-5.

*Resolutions C-2009-13 and C-2009-14.

*News Release regarding City to Significantly Reduce Printing, Copying Costs Benefits Environment.

*A copy of Nation’s City Weekly.

*2009 Tax Phase-In Compliance Report.

*Weights and Measures Monthly Report.

*A copy of an E-mail from Sharon Fink regarding the Homestead Credit.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:
*A copy of Nation’s City Weekly.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-8

FINANCE
  
         

                    FRIEND

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 3.33 and Creating the Community Revitalization Fund Account
ORDINANCE F-2009-4

FINANCE
  
         

        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Authorizing Transfers of Appropriations, Additional Appropriations and Repeal and Re-Appropriation of Funds for the Evansville Vanderburgh County Levee Authority
ORDINANCE F-2009-5

FINANCE
  
         

        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Authorizing Transfers of Appropriations, Additional Appropriations and Repeal and Re-Appropriation of Funds for Various City Funds
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND
President Watts:  The Finance Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance F-2008-20 and it is held in committee.  
RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-13 (DOCKET)    

  
         
           SPONSOR:  ADAMS

A Resolution of appreciation for the efforts by the Port Authority and its volunteers to complete the installation of the Marina Point Flagpole 

Councilman Adams:  
Whereas, previously there was no flagpole at the landing at Marina Point, the location of the City Dock and the LST 325.

Whereas, a flagpole was felt to be needed to honor the veterans who served on LST’s as well as all veterans who serve all over the world, before and now, so that we are free today because of their sacrifice.

Whereas, through the strenuous efforts of the Port Authority, Ron Riecken, Ron Crane and other volunteers under the organizational expertise of the Port Authority Chairman Herve Vezina, a 50-ft, stainless steel flagpole with a three-flag carrier was found; its transfer was done by Robinwood Construction; and it was erected at the hill entrance to the City Dock and the LST 325.

Whereas, a solid, cement base with garden spot was created so that flame-orange remembrance poppies would flourish beneath the flags.  

Whereas, the United States flag, kindly donated by Congressman Brad Ellsworth, which has flown over the U.S. Capital Building, the Indiana State flag, considerately provided by State Representative Gail Riecken, and the Evansville City flag, graciously given by Mayor Weinzapfel, all now fly proudly at this patriotic site.

Whereas, the flagpole project was completed and dedicated on May 30th 2009; the first flag raising done by the USMC Ret. Contingent, arranged by County Councilman Steve Melcher, while The Job Corp Band & Choir sang a stirring rendition of our national anthem.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Evansville that we, said council, wish to express our deep gratitude to all those that gave of their time, talent and treasure to make this consecrated flagpole symbol possible, as an illustration of Evansville’s remarkable military history and community spirit.  So resolved on this 22nd day of the month of June, 2009.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-13.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent: Friend
Councilman McGinn: Special people who do special things deserve special recognition, I vote aye.
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-13 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-14 (DOCKET)    

  
    
    SPONSOR:  ROBINSON

A Resolution in Support of Naming the New Southside Pool the “Rochelle-Landers Pool”
Councilwoman Robinson: 

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles E. Rochelle was a teacher and principal in the Evansville public schools for 41 years and retired as principal of Lincoln High School in 1962; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Rochelle was the first African American to receive a Doctorate in Education at the University of California; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Rochelle was a veteran of World War I and was responsible for organizing American Legion Otis Stone Post; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Rochelle had a distinguished educational and civic career, and received numerous awards; and

WHEREAS, James M. Landers served as City Councilman, Fourth Ward, for 16 years, including the offices of President, Vice President, and Chairman of various committees; and

WHEREAS, James M. Landers has served the City and citizens of Evansville in various other capacities, including being the Director of Carver Community Center; and

WHEREAS, James M. Landers is a veteran and a lifetime member of Otis Stone American Legion Post 354; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to recognize the distinguished careers and outstanding service of both Dr. Charles E. Rochelle and James M. Landers to the City of Evansville; and

WHEREAS, it would be a fitting tribute to name the new pool on the south side the “Rochelle −Landers Pool”. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Evansville as follows:

1. The City Council requests that the new south side pool be named the Rochelle −Landers Pool, and be designated as such by appropriate signage. 

2. That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Evansville Parks Board, Evansville Parks Department, and to the families of Dr. Charles E. Rochelle and James M. Landers.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Ms. Landers was here, but she had to leave.

President Watts:  We are pretty fortunate in Evansville to have folks like this that we can honor with things like this.

Councilman Walker moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-14.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent: Friend

Councilman Adams:  Nothing could be more fitting; aye.

There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-14 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting next Monday, June 29, 2009.

The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, July 6, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. 
Committee Meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m.

G.A.G.E. Tax Phase-in Compliance Review

Libbie Au: In your packets you received the last report for the 2009 compliance.  The first page contains the projected investment and employment figures and compares that with the actual figures.  The second page contains spreadsheets of the estimated tax revenue.  The letters of explanations are attached.  I can now answer any questions from council members.
President Watts:  Are there any questions by members of council?  As always Libbie, very helpful.

Councilwoman Mosby:  I want to commend G.A.G.E. for their hard work and efforts for the Freedom Festival, a great event.  The concerts were wonderful and thanks for all your help.

President Watts: Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Anyone in the audience have anything under miscellaneous business?

Sharon Stroud:  I am Sharon Stroud.  I am along with many people here in Evansville, very upset and angry about the local homestead credit we were denied.   I am planning on going to the County Council meeting also. On TV I saw what Mr. Shetler said that there was no reason that the fire and the police protection...and he was not sure why the mayor made that statement that we needed the homestead credit for that.  I understand that in 2010 that we could get the homestead credit back, if you along with the mayor apply for it.  I think all the citizens of Evansville; we should be allowed to know where you stand on that…I am sure you have had plenty of time to think about it…where each of you stand as far as giving us back our homestead credit.  I don’t know if you can take a role call on it, I don’t know if that is allowed?  I think we citizens have a right to know how each of you would vote if that came up for a vote.
President Watts:  Councilman John.
Councilman John:  I will respond a little bit.  First of all, I was one of them that were at the meeting with the county council, the county commissioners, the mayor, the controller and the county auditor.  This was the matter discussed.  The biggest mistake, and I will admit it was a mistake, is that no one brought this forth after the discussion was had in the mayor’s office.  It should have been immediately so that people could have planned for this.  Now, was it a mistake to do away with it?  I’ve got my questions on that.  We have a very difficult time trying to figure out how to balance our budget.  With the action the state legislature took with the House Bill 1001, it is obvious next year we are going to lose over $3.5 million just within the city and following year in excess of $5 million.  That is out of our general fund which funds the police department, fire department and the other city employees and their benefits.  We have to figure out how we can balance this budget within the funds that are available.  Basically, we have three funds available to the city that are major funds.  One, being the riverboat fund which is strictly used for capital improvements and cannot be used for anything else.  The second is our local option income tax and that is where we funded the homestead credit in the past.  The third being the general fund which is your property tax rate.  The big reduction in last year’s tax bills came when the governor, during his election year, gave $620 million towards property tax relief.
Sharon Stroud:  Thank goodness.

Councilman John:  This year it is cut to $140 million and next year it is cut to $80 million and the following year it is zero.  So it is all back on local government.  We have not been given those extra funds to meet our expenses with the way things are being cut and the tax caps being put on.  We are struggling to meet what we feel are necessary services that we have to provide as a city.  I know some local governments; I think Fort Wayne had to cut over 200 employees, which a number of them were police officers and firefighters.  We want to avoid that here so we have been rather proactive in the way we approach this.  Until the controller has put together where we stand for next year’s budget it would be difficult for anyone to say whether they are for or against it.  Everybody would love to give the maximum homestead credit, I would love to do it today, but we have a responsibility to make sure the city can operate in an efficient manner and if there is any way we could possibly fit that back in, I would be the first one to vote for it.  It has to be fiscally responsible.

Sharon Stroud:  We all have a budget and we have to cut back.  The mayor said he thought people would not mind paying an extra $10 a month.  Well, how does he know?  He never brought it up and he never asked anybody.  Just like the arena, how does he know if we want the arena?  He could have put it to a vote but he didn’t do it because I think he knows most the people in Evansville do not want an arena downtown.  That is another thing that angers me is that he does not give the citizens of Evansville a chance to voice their opinion.  I appreciate your letting me to voice my opinion this evening.  At some point before you decide about the homestead credit for 2010 I think the citizens of Evansville have a right to know how each and every one of you choose to vote on that.  So when we choose our elected officials we will know how you are going to vote.

Councilman John:  I agree with you.  It was a mistake by all those present by not immediately have either a news release…in the past there have been news releases by the administration on granting it, but there was not one by anyone this time that was at the meeting saying it was going away.

Sharon Stroud:  I think it is interesting that you said you are not sure how it is all going to come out.  Isn’t it interesting that Mr. Shetler said that there was no problem this year with paying for the fire and police and yet the mayor acted like there was a problem.  I find that interesting.
Councilman John:  There is a major difference between city council and what we deal with the police department; and the county council and how they deal with the county.  They do not deal with the city police and fire department.  We have contractual obligations with them.
Sharon Stroud:  I think it still would be interesting for the mayor to let us know just how much in debt we were with that that they need to have the extra monies.  I think they need to be a lot more open for all of us.  Thank you very much.  

Councilman McGinn:  May I comment too?
President Watts:  Yes sir.

Councilman McGinn:  I have the same concern you do because I also receive a tax bill.  The facts and figures that I have show the City of Evansville received in 2008 their derivative share of the COIT, County Option Income Tax Fund which was $12.8 million.  Certified numbers for the year of 2009 is supposed to be $16,217,589.  I will assure you that I will try to find out where the $12.8 million of 2008 COIT funds went in the 2009 budget.  I will also make an attempt to determine where the $16 plus million that the city is to receive in 2009 that will be placed in the 2010 budget. 

Sharon Stroud:  Great, I think to make that accessible to the news stations and news people so that all the citizens of Evansville feel comfortable about our money.
President Watts:  We will actually set that budget in August and it is open to the public, and for Mr. McGinn so that he understands, they will get us those budgets and the line items where all that money is spent and paid for will be set and we will start those in August.  I believe it is the second week of August.  That budget will be listed online and you can see absolutely where every nickel goes.  
Sharon Stroud:  Again, I hope each and every one of you will allow us to know if you are going to vote for the homestead credit or against the homestead credit.  I am going to ask the mayor that also and the county council.  

Councilman Adams:  It is good to put a face with the name.  Thank you for e-mailing me, I appreciate it.  I was not present at the original decision, but I will echo what has been said.  There is havoc all over this state in major cities trying to provide basic services.  I will be delighted to tell how I vote and why when it comes.

President Watts:  Thank you very much.  Anybody else have anything under miscellaneous business?
Jim Salmon:  I want to compliment Ms. Stroud for her questions and comments; I think they were very appropriate.  I had some of the same issues concerning the homestead credit myself.  When receiving my tax bill I really expected a small increase and it turned out to be like 30%.  I went over my bill trying to figure out what the change was until eventually I did find out there was a column that was zero that had funds in it last year.  Then it came out in the paper we did not have a homestead credit.  I am concerned that Vanderburgh County is the only county that did away with it; the other counties must be doing a little better job than we are in budgeting and controlling our finances because they gave it to their citizens.  I was very disappointed when everyone in the meeting lost their memory because I would think that somebody in there would say and have the guts to stand up and say yes we discussed it, somebody proposed it or we were asked to look into it and we decided that this what we should do.  Somebody knows something about what went on in that meeting and I think they would have been able to stand up and admit it.  I was very disappointed in that and I encourage you for next year to give us back the homestead credit.  I think we can come up with the funds to do that for our citizens.  Just like she said, we all have a budget, we are retired and on a fixed income.  We have a budget, when we have an increase we have to cut somewhere that may be not doing something that we like to do, but we have to cut someplace.  The city ought to be able to do the same.  
President Watts:  Thank you.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Yes, ma’am.

Frankie Niedhammer:  My name is Frankie Niedhammer and I am the president of the Vanderburgh County Tax Payer’s Association.  The homestead credit in 2003 or 2004 we were not going to have it and our former president and former Mayor Lloyd went to Indianapolis to lobby and they had it reinstated.  It was not just us, but statewide it was going to be done away with and it was put back in.  The thing this year is that our tax credits went haywire.  Last year I had a credit of over $600 on the state homestead credit the governor put in place and the year before that is was $95.  This year it is gone totally.  It was suppose to have been $45 last year, but the governor with his wisdom and desire to be reelected multiplied it by over 600%, which got a lot of votes and made a lot of people of unaware of what was going to happen.  I have been telling them that their property replacement tax was going to be gone, the state homestead was going to be gone and evidently because it dropped last year mine went up.  I have two properties in Evansville and they each went up $400 each.  In addition, because of this new format it so different from the format we had in the past that explained what your credits were and your exemptions and how the assessment worked; and this year the way it changed it is very difficult to tie it out and you do not know what your tax rate is for each of the taxing entities.  Whether it is the library, schools or the city/county parks that it is not there for how much it costs per $100.  When you look at your assessment, which most people are not checking that, they have gone up unbelievably.  In the Stringtown-Diamond area they have changed our neighborhood factor from 104 to 117.  I own two duplexes in that area, one of the buildings have gone up 20.75% in one year.  I called the assessors and told them whoever wants to pay that send him over and bring cash.  When all of these factors are changing it is very difficult for people to understand what is happening.  The homestead credit would have provided money that would have gone into the economy right here if it was $111 per building.  That would have gone into people that would go to a restaurant, bought food, and maybe used it to pay for an HDTV or an antenna so they can get all the channels.   It would have helped our local economy because it would have been money in the pockets of the 84,000 people in homes in Evansville.  For people living on social security there is not a whole lot left.  I know people that are in a lot worse condition than I am that need it.  The fact they held the meeting on April Fool’s Day must have some kind of irony in it because it is almost a joke.  Nobody seems to know who was there and what happened.  I think things should be done more openly.  Our mayor in his first term had a big meeting in this building about transparency.  I came to it…I sat next to Paul McCullough from the Courier.  He had the attorney here telling everybody about what kind of materials we were entitled to, how we should request them and about being open and forward with the public.  Then something like this happens and the O’Daniels’ new odyssey purchase of that land…there have been a lot of things that have been below the radar and we really need to see more openness.  The newspaper and television will be happy to put it out there all they have to have is the information.  There are plenty people who would show up if there was a meeting where they could put in some words.  I think there will be a lot of property tax appeals with the increases.  There should be enough money.  Every time somebody says there is going to be a shortage they say it is the police department and the fire department or the children that will suffer.  Our fire department had already been let run down; there were pictures of it in the City-County Observer.  There is no reason for it.  I think the assessments have more than counter-balanced any losses that you will see because of the property tax caps.  I speak for a lot of people…they call me and send me notes.  I come here to tell you what their situation is and things like the assessments being increased…so many of them did not look at that or understand especially the new state homestead deduction because it does not come anywhere near what we had last year.  Thank you.
Councilman John: I could not agree with you more when it comes to the billing.  Here is a copy of mine.  I used to be the county auditor and I had to call Bill Fluty to have him explain what happened to these figures because it is very confusing.  With state tax credits, deductions and local credits it is very confusing and it would be nice if they would simplify the format so you know what your rates are.  In my case my city taxes went down and my county taxes went down over the past two years but my overall taxes went up 70%.  It’s hard to explain and they keep shifting things around from tax credits to deductions from your assessment…going back and forth.  It is very difficult to follow and I don’t blame taxpayers being very confused as to how they come up with these.  

President Watts:  Anything else?  Anyone on council have any questions?  If not, we will move onto committee reports. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-4



An Ordinance revoking Certificate of 

Date:
July 6, 2009




Convenience and Necessity for

Time:
5:10 p.m.




Cardinal Cab Company, LLC

Notify:
William Bayne

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-4



An Ordinance Authorizing Transfers of 

Date:
July 6, 2009




Appropriations, Additional 
Time:
5:15 p.m.




Appropriations and Repeal and Re-
Notify:
Jenny Collins




Appropriation of Funds for the 

Levee Authority

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-5



An Ordinance Authorizing Transfers 
Date:
July 6, 2009




of Appropriations, Additional 
Time:
5:15 p.m.




Appropriations and Repeal and 

Notify:
Jenny Collins




Re-Appropriation of Funds for 
Various City Funds
Re:
Ordinance G-2009-8



An Ordinance Amending Chapter 

Date:
July 6, 2009




3.33 and Creating the Community

Time:
5:25 p.m.




Revitalization Fund Account

Notify:
Jane Reel

Re:
Budget Hearings

Date:
August 10th - 13th, 2009

Time:   3:30 p.m.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman McGinn seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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