
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 27, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, July 27, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.
There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by City Clerk Alberta Matlock.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the July 27, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held July 13, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JULY 24th PACKET:

*Agenda for the July 27, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from July 13, 2009.

*Ordinances G-2009-10 and F-2009-7.

*Resolutions C-2009-17 and C-2009-18.

*Weights and Measures Monthly Report.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Department of Metropolitan Development’s Housing Report.
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting.   
Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-10

A.S.D.



                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Title 15, Chapter 153 of the City of Evansville Zoning Code entitled Administration and Enforcement

ORDINANCE F-2009-7

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Authorizing Additional Appropriations of Funds within a City Department

RESOLUTION C-2009-17

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Approving an Ordinance of the Vanderburgh County Income Tax Council Establishing the Percentage Credit Allowed for Homesteads for 2009 and Casting the Votes of the Common Council of the City of Evansville on Said Ordinance

RESOLUTION C-2009-18

A.S.D.



        
        
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana Approving a Declaratory Amendment of the Downtown Redevelopment Plan

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-9

A.S.D.
(MOSBY)
       
              ROBINSON

An Ordinance Amending the City of Evansville’s Ordinances Concerning Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprises and Amending Sections 870, 871, 872, 873, 874, 875, 876, and 877 of Chapter 3.30 of Title 3, Administration Organization, of the City of Evansville Municipal Code

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, you’re A.S.D. Committee met this evening prior to this meeting to hear Ordinance G-2009-9 and will be held in committee until August 10, 2009 at 5:10 p.m.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting Monday, August 3, 2009.  The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, August 10, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m. (Budget Hearings will begin at 3:30 p.m. in Room 307)

Reverend Adrian Brooks:  I have a presentation made by three of the bright stars in our community who are supervising and running our Front Door Pride Summer Youth Employment program.  I’ll ask them to come forward: Jasmine Thomas, the daughter of Jeffrey and Roseanne Thomas, she is a member of St. John’s Catholic Church;  Lee and Allison Young, the son and daughter of Nathan Young.  Lee is a sophomore at Morehouse College; and Allison is a sophomore at the University of Alabama, Birmingham; and Jasmine is a sophomore at the University of Southern Indiana., they are all honor students.  I want to publicly thank the Ruthenburg family and another family, that their name escapes me, for their support and sent a thank you letter to the kids, as well as a check to cover a pizza party, so thank you for that.  They will handle it from here and I thank you for your time.

Allison Young:  My name is Allison Young, and my address is 424 King’s Path, Evansville, IN, 47711.  

Jasmine Thomas:  My name is Jasmine Thomas; I live at 905 Maywood Drive in Henderson, KY.
Lee Young:  My name is Lee Young and I have the same address as Allison.

Lee Young:  Good evening, the mission of the Front Door Pride Summer Youth Employment program is to employ youth ages 14 through 21 to help restore and uplift the inner city of Evansville.  The interview process this year was quite grueling to be honest.  We had over 200 applications.  After interviewing 200 applicants you wanted to hire everybody, but we only had 45 slots this year.  We tried to channel all our efforts into deciding what 45 youths could benefit from the program the most.  After we chose the schedule and the outline that we wanted to get done, we got to work and it has been a good summer ever since.    

Allison Young:  Our goal of the program is to pick up trash.  There is a lot of trash in the inner city.  Next, we cleaned up sidewalks.  There are lots of weeds and grass that grow up between the cracks so we have our employees take the weeds up from the roots, therefore they won’t grow up anymore.  We clean up alleyways to allow city workers to maneuver through those alleyways a lot more, you know…BFI, Vectren, our Evansville Police Department and neighbors.  We clean abandoned houses and they are the one’s on which the city does not have pink flags, but there are a lot that do not have any pink flags, so we took it upon ourselves to go ahead and knock those houses out as well.  What we find are a lot of senior citizens who cannot get out in their yard and they will call the church to request if the kids can come out and mow the lawn and pull weeds.  We get our orders and get out there as soon as we can.  We will remove tree branches and other debris from the stop signs and alley ways.  For the entire month of June we were working in the Parrett, Washington and Riverside area.  In the month of July we moved to Bellemeade to Garvin and then from Washington to Morton and that is where we will be for the duration of the program.  Here are some of the before pictures of the alleyways.  There are overgrown shrubs and things like that…work in progress…and here is the after.  Our general rule of thumb is that we tell our employees if you can stand at the edge of the alleyway and see all the way down the next street then you are done, but if you can’t then you need to get back work.  We have found that a lot of the alleyways in the city are unfortunately like this and wouldn’t you agree that alleyway looks a lot better than it did before.  
Jasmine Thomas:  These are some of the kids working in the Parrett area working on abandon houses.  We divide our workers into eight teams because it is a lot easier to send them out to different projects.  That is one of the teams doing a motivational thing before they get to work.  This is one abandoned house they worked on, there are lots of bushes and shrubbery in front of the house, and this is what it looked like after they finished.  These are some of the alleyways they worked on.  

Lee Young:  If you could focus your attention to the picture in the middle.  The young lady on right there is Ms. Phyllis Williams, she is the director of our program, and she comes out everyday to the worksites to tell the kids the proper use of equipment and outlines the areas they will be working today.  She has been doing a great job for us this year.  If you could focus attention to the top left hand picture that is actually a funny story.  A young man by the name of Shaquille Cabell and I were working the alleyway.  There is glass and litter everywhere and a piece of glass went through his shoe and I was trying to pull it out…and the lower picture you see him holding it up…he got a little souvenir for the end of the work day.  Things like that happen all the time but we have a first aid kit out there so we are able to take care of most situations.   
Jasmine Thomas:  This program has had a huge impact on the community that we work in.  Before we got out into the neighborhoods there was trash, overgrown grass, and shrubbery so we got out there and cleaned it up and it has helped to make the neighborhoods look better.  It has restored pride within the communities we have been in.  It is a positive to have the youth help in the community.  People can now drive through the alleyways and neighbors can get into their driveways.  The police, BFI, Vectren and EMS can all get through easier.  It also cuts down on the amount of rodents and illegal activities going on in the alleyways since they are a lot cleaner now.  We interviewed two members of the neighborhood we worked in.  The first is Sister Jane Nesmith, the pastor of St. John Church on Bellemeade and Ms. Peggy Gulley who is a resident of one of the neighborhoods we worked in…and this is what they have to say: Sr. Jane was concerned about how close some of the abandoned properties were to the Boys and Girls Club and was glad we could come out there and clean it up because she felt it helped to make the neighborhoods safer.  Ms. Peggy was saying how her neighborhood was trashed before we came out there and that she really appreciated us coming out there to help clean up the neighborhood, and how polite the kids are.  
Lee Young:  This year we wanted to implement a life skills portion and it added a new dimension to our program.  During the interview process we spoke with a lot of kids who worked in it from previous years and they said the life skills really helped them out.  The purpose of life skills is to teach the youths skills they will need to succeed in life.  The topics we discussed were interview etiquette, proper business attire, college and banking and money management.  We had a representative from Old National Bank by the name of Bix Branson and he talked with kids about banking and how to save.  Another one that I like was interview etiquette.  A lot of kids that came in to interview for the job didn’t know how to dress or what to say so we gave them a few guidelines on what to do in most interview situations.  We set up a mock interview scenario in which some of the kids were interviewers and some of the kids were interviewees.  They had to demonstrate a good interview and a bad interview.  At the conclusion of that we would talk about what went wrong and what could they have done better.  That is basically the life skills portion of the program.  

Jasmine Thomas:  Not only has the program impacted the communities we worked in but it has also impacted the youth we hire.  It provides a means that allows them to help support their family.  The majority of the youth we hire come from low-income families.  One question we ask at the interview is why should we give you this job?  We asked one guy, he is 15 years old, that question and he told us how he lived with his grandmother and she had just gone through all the treatments for breast cancer, so they had a lot of medical bills to pay plus rent and other bills to live.  The job will help him pay all of that.  We had quite a few of them that had similar stories where they needed to help their families.  It also helps to keep them off the streets and some of the workers told us it will help keep them off the streets and out of trouble.  It also gives jobs to youth who maybe to young to get jobs elsewhere.  A good number of them are 14 or 15 years old.  It is possible they could get jobs elsewhere, but it is not very likely.  It gives them an opportunity to build work experience.  Also, it teaches them responsibility and life skills.  The kids are responsible for making their own water coolers, loading the tools and making sure it gets to and from the church everyday.  So they learn to be responsible.  At first we thought we were being kind of hard on them but then we discussed it and this is a job that we hired them to do.  They need to learn responsibility and they need to start now so they can be prepared to go out into the real world.  We learned that when we hold them accountable they are not likely to make the same mistake twice.  We interviewed ten of the workers of how the job impacted them.  Some of them had never done this type of work before so it was new for them to learn.  Some of them are team leaders, so those that were team leaders said it helped to give them leadership skills.  It helped some of them with their people skills because they had to learn to communicate with new people.  That is basically the different things the program helped them with.  
Allison Young:  In conclusion, you always have to have a method to the madness and we have come up with some goals for the future.  In the coming years we would love to employ more youths.  As many kids that we can have in the program means there are as many kids out doing ill-productive things.  Moreover, we would like to cover more area potentially outside of the inner city.  Obviously, we want to stay inside of the city, but I feel like we could cover a lot more area.  We would like to potentially work with Habitat for Humanity, although it is a different type of spectrum of work it is also going to expose our employees to another community program that could help them in…I believe the rent for living life is service, so it is a service project for them to do.  Lastly, field trip for life skills…the life skills is what helps the kids build character.  What blew us away was how undeveloped; they didn’t know how to dress for their interviews or come to work looking presentable.  So we feel like if we took them into work corporations and more hands-on activities they would be more exposed and have more of a lasting impact on them.  That concludes our project and we would like to thank you for giving us the time to present this to you and for giving us the opportunity to have these jobs.  Thanks a lot.

Councilman Adams:  How much does it cost per employee to hire somebody for this great program?

Jasmine Thomas:  They get paid $8.00 an hour, and they work about 27 hours a week.  During this week they will be working more because we want to make sure we get everything done.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Thanks for the presentation.  I am sorry we were not able to help you with your tech support because I am sure you worked hard on those interviews, and I am sorry we did not get to see them.  I am new here so I have not seen you come before and present about the program, how long has it been going on and is it funded through DMD?

Reverend Adrian Brooks:  This is the fourth year and it is funded through the CDBG dollars that come in for targeted neighborhoods. 

Councilwoman Mosby:  I just want to thank you.  You did a great job and it is such a joy to see our young future leaders come up here and give us your presentation, so thanks again.   Keep up the good work.

Councilwoman Robinson:  I would also like to thank you and I like how you take ownership and say your employees.  I like that. 

President Watts:  Any other questions?  You guys and girls did a very good job.  I know that it is nerve-racking to give a presentation, but the best way to lead is by example and you are doing that.  I hope that your neighborhoods grasp what you have done.  When you get people to come out and lead and do things and clean things up it puts a little pressure on people that are not holding up their end of the bargain to do that, so I hope they appreciate what you have done and grow from that…very good job.  

Reverend Adrian Brooks:  We want to thank you for your support and I want you to know the first time I saw this PowerPoint presentation was tonight.  These are some sharp young people that are members of our community and I have a lot of confidence in their ability and I think they have done well this summer…I am very proud of them.

President Watts:  Next, we have Roger Duncan; Coalition of Inner-City Neighborhoods.
Reverend Roger Duncan:  My name is Reverend Roger Duncan; 759 S. Kentucky Ave.  I am the president of the Coalition of Inner-City Neighborhoods.  I have brought several members of the coalition with me as well as several individuals from the inner-city neighborhoods that have brought to the coalition several issues they would like clarification on, so we felt the best place to do that was to bring it to council.  A few individuals in particular Eric Cake, Greg Fehn and Casey Sellers have asked to speak for the coalition on these issues.  
Eric Cake:  My name is Eric Cake; I live at 7812 Greenbrier Dr.  I am a member of the Coalition of Inner-City Neighborhoods.  We don’t represent any political group or church. We  are just a group of people that want to see things done better on the south side.  We believe by improving that we improve all of Evansville and Vanderburgh County.  One issue we have is with code enforcement.  We would like to see an independent advocate for the people so that when they do have code violations…a lot of people that get them don’t have the means to remedy those.  They don’t know how to get through the red tape.  We would like to see an independent code enforcement advocate to help them get through that stuff.  We don’t want to see them moved out of their houses.  A lot of times when something like that happens they don’t feel they have the ability to take care of the code problems and what happens is that they end up getting pushed out of their house.  It just shuffles people around neighborhoods and the problem with that is those people have their support system in those neighborhoods.  If they have to move somewhere else…if they have to go to work before they could go across the street to a family member but if they move to a different neighborhood they don’t have those support systems.  We would also like to see the city spend more time addressing the vacant houses instead of the houses where people live.  We would like to see instead of more apartment buildings being built for low-income housing we would like to see more houses because houses build communities.  When people move into apartments they are more transient.  When they move into a house they stay there, they build relationships with their neighbors and that produces a community that cares.  We are hoping with the DMD if their projects could be posted online before and after so that everyone can see what has been done with the money.  If it is work on a house, a before picture and an after picture just for that transparency that President Obama speaks of.  That is most of what I have to say.  Another thing we would like to see with the arena discussions, we would like to see a couple of discussions placed on the south side where the arena will actually take place.  We could do it at the Potter’s Wheel, the Nazarene Baptist Church or the Calbert Cheney Center just to give those people the ability to get to those meetings and voice their questions.  I was reading a thing about the Evansville Green-up Fleet; I was wondering if we had realized any savings from the new busses, the hybrid busses?  I know with the budget shortfall I hope that it has worked out.  I have heard some good things and some bad things about the busses, but I hope it works out.  If it is working to the positive I would like to have it posted to let people know about it.  I appreciate your time.  Our coalition meetings are open to anyone; many of you have been there before.  We more than welcome you to come to any of them.  If you are interested, I will be more than happy to give you a time and location after this meeting.  Thank you very much.
President Watts:  Questions by members of council?
Councilman John:  We do have present Tom Barnett and I assume you are taking notes on this?
Tom Barnett:  Yes.

Eric Cake:  We would love to have you at our meeting too.  I can give you the time and date.  It’s early in the day and is open to anyone in the public.  We are just trying to help the south side; it affects everybody.  Evansville is a small town and it just doesn’t affect that community.  I live on the north side, we are all one community.  There is a ripple effect.  If you drop a stone in a pond, it reaches every end.  We want to make sure those ripples don’t occur and make it as good as possible.   

Councilwoman Mosby:  Eric, when are your meetings?  Do you have…?
Eric Cake:  The third Tuesday of every month at 10:00 a.m. at Central Library, 2nd floor.

Councilman McGinn:  Eric, do you have a website?

Eric Cake:  I don’t think we have a website up.  We don’t take government funding, we are just a small grassroots group…we don’t use grant money…we just do our own money and try to raise... We do some fundraising for scholarships for kids that might not be able to get through and we do Christmas in the Hood.  We are people from everywhere, not just the inner-city; I live on the far north side of the county.  We all care about making our community better.
Councilwoman Robinson:  The Fourth Ward had a meeting July 15th at First Presbyterian, so there has been one.   
Eric Cake:  Is that the only one, or has there been others?

Councilwoman Robinson:  We are having one in each ward, but we have also had public hearings.  

Eric Cake: I appreciate you for correcting me on that.  I would like to see more though and I was not aware of that.  Otherwise, I would have liked to have been there.  If we can have a few more in the south ward because that is where it is taking place.  I apologize for being mistaken of not having it there, but I would like to see a few more there to try to get other people out there.

Councilman Friend:  Eric, I think we have had three of them and there is three more coming up.  
Eric Cake:  Right, I mean on the south side.  

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?
Eric Cake:  Thank you.
President Watts:  Anyone else that would like to speak?  
Casey Sellers:  My name is Casey Sellers. I own and operate Sellers Masonry and Painting, a local contractor here.  I stay in the neighborhood off of Parrett and Riverside and a lot of the people in that neighborhood can’t afford to get their houses fixed.  I remember before there was Habitat for Humanity and a lot of those funds applied to those houses being built.  Local contractors, union contractors, skilled tradesmen and journeymen would all get together and build houses and put those up.  I am wondering if that is something the local DMD could do through the local unions to put apprentices through the program remodeling and doing a lot of work on houses to where you can get reasonably cheap labor and you don’t have to spend a lot of money on equipment.  We don’t do a lot of residential anymore but we do get a lot of phone calls from people we know.  We don’t have the workforce to stop doing what we are doing to drop back per se to do these smaller jobs to help these people out.  We cannot pull up to a job site with $1500 worth of equipment for two hours worth of work.  If you have projects lined up, back-to-back there are a lot of people we can pull out of the union that would be more than willing to help and give that free time.  There are organizations that can pay for meals over the weekend and facilitate things to get people a reason to come out and help the neighborhood at a much lower cost than it would take for those people to find contractors on their own.  It was something that just came up because we get a lot of phone calls from people that don’t have the money but that do need help.  Now that steps have been taken to identify let’s try to find some type of solution that is more cost effective for everybody.  Thanks.
President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  Thank you.  Anyone else that would like to speak?
Greg Fehn:  My name is Greg Fehn, and I don’t come here tonight representing any group or organization, just myself and a group of concerned citizens, some that sit behind me.  I do believe my opinion is shared by thousands of individuals in the inner city, and I know this because I have attended an awful lot of meetings in the last 15 to 20 years downtown.  I have lived downtown, with exception of a couple of years, my whole life.  While that is similar to a lot of people that have come here tonight I may have [Tape Stopped]…because I grew up on First Street.  What a great time to be down there.  When I lived on First Street and we played in the front yard we noticed cars would drive the down the street really slow and stare up at all the houses.  We thought it was the weirdest thing, we didn’t understand why they did that.  It was a great place to live.  Everything you needed was in walking distance.  We had Harold’s Key Market at the corner of 2nd and Oak, the only grocery store I know that would let you buy the groceries and pay at the end of the week.  The gentleman that owned it was a neighbor that lived on the opposite corner.  There used to be a coffee shop at the corner of 2nd and Mulberry, I know there is one there now, but on the other corner is a coffee shop that is closed down mainly because I believe they did not actually sell any coffee there.  Sid’s Cafe` was right there where the coffee shop is now.  You had Dr. Schimmelpfinning, our family doctor, across from the Alhambra Theatre, where most people walked to his office.  You had cleaners on the corner of Adams and Parrett…and little gas stations; you just had everything there.  There was Carl’s Ice Cream that I used to walk from First to Mulberry to get my scoop of tutti-fruity ice cream.  Carl was very dedicated to the area and ultimately paid a very heavy price for it because those were bad times.  Everyone remembers that was the Hayne’s Corner era and the area was declining very fast.  I remember a lot of large homes were broken into, 10 or 12 apartments with a room and a closet turned into a bathroom.  It was declining quickly and some very creative and proactive individuals wanted to do something about the area.  Those people were involved; they were hired and ran the Department of Metropolitan Development…Jeff Barston…I don’t think Randy Shepherd worked for DMD but I know he was intricately involved in that.  They decided to use creativity and innovation and to do something a little extraordinary so they decided to carve out an area and start a preservation area.  When they did this they also had a revolving loan fund that people could get a low interest loan.  You had a balance, a group of people that were telling you that you have got to fix your house up and do it to this manner, and you had a loan fund that people could actually get loans to do the work.  The work started happening, the property started looking better and then big money people wanted to live on First Street and now look what you have.  You have a jewel of an inner city that sits there collecting a lot of money because you have large homes with some large assessed values on it.  We will call them large units of value, L-U-V, and that is what we need lot’s of L-U-V downtown.  You had a balance of enforcement and support; and with the community collaboration that existed you now have a very unique area which people now drive down very slowly looking at all the houses.  I guess my point is if we had the approach to the inner city that we have now, can you imagine what First Street would look like?  It would have holes punched in it, properties would be gone and you would have an area people would not drive down at five miles per hour to look at the homes.  What are they looking at anyway?  They are looking at the architectural and cultural heritage.  It is history that you can see and touch.  The people are living it…the history of Evansville.  I think that we have done something that good in the past and I really believe that with some community collaboration we can do it again.  I think you were talking about hearings or public input meetings and I have been to a lot of public meetings but I think the part you seem to be missing is the actual implementation of the input.  I know from the last 15 or 20 years…I wish Mr. Bollinger would come up here and speak, because he is a very important person that owns a lot of property in the inner city and along with a lot of people that are wanting to rehab.  United Way worked with the city to put together a very extensive report and a combined Culver, Wheeler and Goosetown.  They asked all the residents and went to meetings, it was very extensive and they spent a lot of money putting the report together.  They came back with a big booklet report and presented it to us and the number one concern was watching historic homes be demolished and the rehab of the homes in the inner city.  I guess it is always one of the biggest parts that seems to be missing…you know with Keith Jarboe on the council you would have thought the message would have gotten to the city…you know gotten through.  Keith Jarboe has probably spent enough money to mow the whole property down and build a brand new huge home there, but they didn’t.  They put a lot of money into that property and now they have a beautiful property which will eventually be assessed pretty well and produce good revenue for the city.  They did it for one reason, I am not speaking for him and he has not told me this, but I believe this…they did it because they like living in an old home.  That is the part that seems to be missing.  A lot of people that live in the inner city like 10 foot ceilings, they like the wood work they like the wooden floors, they like the space to be walk around someone in the hall and they like the older trees.  That is what they like about the inner city and that is why they live here.  When I first met my wife we both had great jobs and could have moved anywhere in the city but we decided to move down on 2nd Street in a building that Bill Boseker had gotten and he rehabbed it. I think if we work together we can have those large units of value even if you don’t like old houses.  I think one of the biggest concerns is the lack of communication.  We don’t know what is going on.  You talk with the DMD employees and you just don’t know.  Some of it is a little personal.  I went to all the Front Door Pride meetings and applied for the $5,000 grant/home loan program.  We were approved to have our roof done and went out to get our contracts and then were told that you guys were not doing that anymore.  I have talked with DMD employees after the article came out a few months ago and they are still doing it.  I have met three other people that the same thing happened to them.  It gets confusing.  Individuals living on Jefferson at an economical disadvantage did not understand what was happening to them, they were offering to tear their own house down.  They did not have anybody there representing them.  They are poor.  They are sitting across a table from a bunch a people dressed up, an attorney, a code enforcement hearing officer…it is just very intimidating.   I thought for years that whole system needs to be re-worked, including of course duplication in service since there is a housing court.  I think there needs to be a general change in attitude.  There has been an attitude for the last 30 years that has prevailed and dictated policies of the city administrations.  You can see it through different programs every couple of years.  It comes down to a couple of comments made to me by DMD employees recently.  During the conversation this employee said, “you know what, this just does not fit our plan for Washington Avenue,” and then went on to talk about other stuff.  I was stuck because I could not get over the fact that there was a plan for Washington Avenue.  I live on Washington Avenue and I don’t know about any plan for Washington Avenue.  How come people from Washington Avenue were not invited to this?  Who made up this plan?  It just seems once again we get a couple of people in a room that have made up a plan and the residents are not invited and know nothing about it.  I was having another conversation with a DMD employee and they talked about the sale of a home recently and how they were very excited about the sale of this house.  I said you know it is nice to see a DMD employee enthusiastic about the job they are doing, then he said you know this is the person that we wanted down here…we are going to bring many people down here just like this person and fill the neighborhood.  I was thinking…what?  You are going to fill the neighborhood with these types of people, the people you want down here.  Once again, we have people that don’t live in the neighborhood that are making decisions on what type of person they want to see in the neighborhood as opposed to what the neighborhood is.  The neighborhood has a right to determine their destiny.  I can tell you the taxpayers that have lived in their homes for 30 or 40 years deserve the right to be treated with a little more dignity than with what they are being afforded right now.  The last thing I want to leave you with, and this is important to me, several years ago some people came before you on an issue to build apartments on the corner of 8th and Washington.  A gentleman over here said one of the most profound things I have ever heard a politician say.  He said that city council is the last bastion of protection for the citizens of our community and when they come before us they not only have that right to expect that protection, but they deserve it as well.  That was Jim Angermeir.  I learned after, that one of the reasons it meant so much to him is that he lived down there on Washington Avenue and he understood the inner city.  I appreciate the things he said.  We have done it before, to work together to create a balance in the community.  It has been truly sickening for me and other people to watch how much of our architectural and cultural history that we have donated to the landfill.  I think there is a better way.   When you tear a home down on Washington Avenue you will never get that assessed value back.  It seems like now you have the money and there has to be a better solution.  Thank you.  
Tom Barnett:  My name is Tom Barnett and I am the Director of DMD.  I have been rapidly squiggling notes and I am not sure I have it all, but I’ve got a nice big piece of it so let me go down in the order it was presented.  Before and after pictures I think absolutely it is a great idea, why not.  We could do that.  Our budget is online.  It is there for anyone to see.  Obviously, those things go through a public process and we eventually bring that here for you to see.  It goes to the mayor, then it comes to you and ultimately gets passed here at this public body.  The kind of work we do is something that is done in an open manner.  Talking about code enforcement, we have a legal duty under the code of ordinances to code enforce property.  It is our job, and in fact, if someone were to get hurt in a piece of property we have not code enforced and we should have, we could be liable, we the city could be liable for not doing our jobs.  Code enforcement is a very important tool to cities trying to control the quality and what is going on in their neighborhoods.  If that is all we are doing, then I would agree we might have a problem, but I promise you that is not all we are doing.  That is one of the tools in the tool belt, but it is certainly not the only one.  I remind us that we had two houses collapse in some of the older neighborhoods this winter and one was inhabited.  Had the roof collapsed in this two-story structure…had it not been a two-story, I think we might have had some children or families members hurt because it collapsed to the top floor and they were not living on the top floor knowing how bad of shape it was in.  We had not been inside that structure.  DMD and Code Enforcement had not been inside to see how bad it was, but it was evidently a shoddy job by a roofing contractor some years before.  So code enforcement is important and we have to do it.  We also have to do it well and appropriately and I think with the good sense of how it affects the neighborhood.   The second gentleman talked about the possibility of using apprentices through some of our programs as we do housing and try to find money to help those fix up who can’t.  The apprentice program is something we have thought about and if there is a way we can work it in, we may be able to require that in some of our future bids on the houses that we are doing in the neighborhoods.  We are building new homes, speculative homes and doing rehabs as well, because we don’t want to tear everything down.  You tear down what is too far gone to save, and I mean two to three times the cost of new construction.  I would go 120% to 150% if it is significant structure and if it is seriously a significant historic structure we would try to stabilize it in the hopes to find someone in the future to take it on.  We don’t like to tear down houses just to tear them down.  I have happened to spend a lot of money in my previous job in a previous city fixing up an old 1937 two-story brick structure and I happen to love older homes as well.  As far as money to help those who can’t, one of things is we look at our specific project.  We have identified funds over the next seven to ten years.  It’s about $8.8 million set aside for low- to moderate-income families in our specific project area.  That is over and above the monies we have on your tabletop tonight.  Those funds are to help the low- to moderate-income owner/occupants in this neighborhood whose homes are in need of repair.  In some cases we will be spending a large amount of money to fix them up.  These dollars come from federal sources and they require quite a bit of adherence to certain things…environmental, section 106 which is a historic review and then dealing with lead based paint issues.  One of the problems in rehabs…I will tell you it is the lead-based paint which is getting stronger and stronger as a mandate from HUD.  We recently bid a rehab at 22 Jefferson.  It is a 2200 sq ft house, two-story…2200 is fair sized it is not that big, but it is not small.  The issue dealing with just the lead-based paint as required by the federal government was going to cost almost $50,000 over and above the cost of the rehab.  That is why it gets to be a serious issue when we look at rehabs.  How do you do it?  It is a serious issue for us when we look at a way to spend the money in a way that makes sense.  We have a chunk of money that will be directed at those low- to moderate-income families in the area in an attempt to stabilize them in the area.   That has been part of the presentations we have done.  I think we have done five so far and we have a couple more scheduled.  We have been going out to the communities to show them the projects, show the money, how we will spend it and show them where it is coming and all that stuff.   Obviously, we are very willing at any time to answer questions and respond to the public when they want to know something that they may have missed in a meeting or just didn’t know…call us.  We are there all the time; we respond…this is public money.  We have some of the most monitored and audited money in the city because we not only have the city and state looking over the city shoulder looking over our shoulder, we have the federal government for the majority of our funding as well.  It is as open process as it can be because it has to be we cannot do it any other way.  Lastly, let me try to talk about what Mr. Fehn was talking about.  He is very accurate in his description of what we as a community should be trying to do.  He is talking about trying to bring back the older style neighborhoods where there were stores, professional office space, you could walk to the corner grocery store, you could go to the pharmacy, you could go get an ice cream cone or you could walk to work sometimes.  In the parlance of modern-day planners that is called the new urbanist style of neighborhood redevelopment.  It means to make a neighborhood sort of like they were in the 1940’s and 50’s after World War II, except new and modern…its got the same sensibility.  That is exactly what we are trying to do with our project.  We in fact have money available for our loans and we are buying properties and offering them to folks.  We will be offering them to folks as we get this thing geared up who can afford to come in and fix them up.  We call that the market rate side.  In other words, he was talking about bringing people back into these neighborhoods…we need to bring people back in these neighborhoods.  We have so many empty structures and missing teeth already, vacant lots and empty houses.  Who’s in those?  There is nobody in those.  We are going to try to get those filled up.  We have very many dilapidated structures that are unsafe to live in and we have to figure out how to change those into good safe homes.  He accurately described some of the other older homes that have been cut up into apartments.  We are trying to undo that.  We are out there buying some of the worst of the worse and offering it to folks that can help fix it up.  Those that don’t have the ability to fix up houses that they live in down there, we are providing grant funds to take care of much of their issues.  With that said, I think it is a real good project and I think it is really going to work to create exactly the kind of neighborhood he was describing which I think a very strong mixed income, mixed use neighborhood where we stabilize the low- to moderate-income owners and we brought in new folks to build new houses to enjoy their time in that neighborhood and work together to make it a strong densely populated neighborhood.  That is the goal and that is the plan.  We have monies, we have quite a bit of money to actually affect this and make it happen.   One of the problems is there is not enough money to do all the houses that need help in the city of Evansville.  We have Front Door Pride alone which is 1800 acres and 5500 homes.  If you figure each one of those needs $50,000. $60,000, $70,000 maybe $100,000 and maybe more on the larger homes; and you start getting into the hundreds of millions of dollars that we don’t have.  I have provided a sheet for you that shows you where we spent money outside the project I’ve just described.  None of this on your desk is going to this focus area.  We have additional funds going strictly to that, but we are trying to make sure we are spending the funds in a smart way across the entire city that needs it.   We are also trying to focus a different pot of money in a small area so that we can show that that can come back.  The things that happened on First St. that Mr. Fehn was describing can now happen at Hayne’s Corner and further into the areas.  We are looking at bidding out somewhere between seven and eight new homes that are going to be appropriate for the neighborhood in design, size, scale and massing.  There will be a couple on Washington and they will fit the style and character of what is already there.  We are also partnering with the historic folks to work on the house at 620 Washington to restore that.  We are doing all these things and maybe we are not getting the message out, we are trying and we are open.  We will do a better job of getting the message out there.  I think the city leadership has nothing to be anything but proud about; about the monies that we are getting out there, the amount of work we are doing…and we have many partners, it’s just not us.  The list in front of you shows partners from Memorial to Hope, to Cape to ECHO, all of the folks we are working with to do housing throughout the city of Evansville.  I guess we will try to do a much better job at getting the word out, answering any questions.  I think we are very open and clear about what we are trying to do.  Obviously, we may not have gotten the message out good enough so we will do a better job at that.  
Councilman John:  On your meetings in the future could you make sure Mr. Duncan is aware of it and he can notify his members and be prepared to answer what programs are available to meet their needs?  Can you make sure to give them a copy of this to show where the funds have been spent?

Tom Barnett:  Yes, we have some extras right here and we will be glad to get that out to them.  If anybody is missing some, we will get that out to you.  

Councilman Friend:  What is the feasibility of implementing the advocate?

Tom Barnett:  We can do whatever you want to do.   We have to at some point talk with our attorneys to see how that could work.  If that is something that you want to see happen, I assume the attorneys can lawyer something up that makes some kind of sense.  I don’t think we have a problem with it.  You understand that we are going in front of a judge, a hearing office at very public meetings all of the time and there is a very specific process on how we behave with each case.  I understand that every time…it is sort of like a process that is very public and then after a while people do not like the way that is going so they want another process, so you already have a second layer.  Some of things could be coming before city council, but they can’t because you don’t have enough time…you have so many things to watch out, that is why you have some of these other bodies doing these things on your behalf.  If we create another one it will be a third layer potentially.  We can do it.  We will take your direction and do what you think.  If you like we will start with the city attorney to see what they have to say and get back to you.  Does that make sense?
Councilwoman Bredhold:  The $5,000 grant program Mr. Fehn referred to does it or does it not exist?
Tom Barnett:  It exists.  You will notice on the bottom of the page that started with some meetings when Greg LaMar was director.  I understand he used to start the meetings with, if you had a million dollars to spend how would you do it?   This is the program that came out of that.  You will notice we have spent $1.8 million to date, so we have almost doubled what our first level was.  We have a list of how many units were completed in each of the 11 neighborhoods and there is still some working.  What I would tell you is that the program is ongoing but we are starting to wind it down.  There have been a number of issues and the biggest issue is that $5,000 is too often not enough money to take care of the problems on some of these older homes.  The problem is that this is a neighborhood suffering from neglect for 40, 50 and 60 years.  These structures are suffering demolition by neglect.  The people that have lived there have not maintained them and often now cannot afford to maintain them.  There isn’t enough money in the federal stimulus for us to go fix them all.   We have, you have tough choices to make and we have to figure out how to do this in a way that tries to begin building from a snowball affect.  We are trying to get that snowball on the top of the hill rolling so this thing starts growing and we get other people coming with their money and investment to help bring this stuff back. There is not enough federal money to do it.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Mr. Cake said that code enforcement is driving people from their homes, how common is that?

Tom Barnett:  When we do code enforcement we go out to inspect a property.  Often it’s just from the exterior because we have to get permission to go inside, and we then give a period of time for the owner of that property to get with us about how they will start making repairs.  If there is any help for them we will tell them about the help and if there is not we are focused and our primary targets are those that are empty.  Those that are abandoned, those are easy because no one is in them.  We are not putting people out left and right; that is not happening.  We are concentrating on those who own rental property because those folks have a nice home to go home to and it doesn’t seem quite right to me that they get to…don’t get me wrong not all landlords…I happen to live in a rental right now, but the folks who own property and don’t maintain it, don’t take care of it and allowed to the shape where a roof may collapse I think we need to go after those folks and that is what we are doing.  There may be some occasion where people may have to find another rental, but as far as putting owners out of the house they occupy that does not happen.  

Councilman Adams:  The folks that are here tonight can you tell us the actual website where the DMD budget is?

Tom Barnett:  It is the city’s website, www.evansvilegov.org, and then you have to go up and find the departments, go to the Department of Metropolitan Development (DMD), then I think it is community development, then go to the 2009 action plan…consolidated plan and if you click on that it is going to show you where we have been approved to spend the money in the various categories.  These things have to be approved and overseen by HUD.  They are very public.  We post them online and we have to have a series of meetings that are required.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would comment on the city’s website but it doesn’t seem to me that you can post a link to any page on the website; it always takes you directly to the homepage.  It might be something that could be looked into, it would be a lot easier to tell people to go to org/DMD/budget…our website won’t do that it seems to me.  

Tom Barnett:  We could do a better job.  We could look into this about putting a hotlink onto DMD…when you go to DMD maybe it will say CDBG budget or describe the budget and you will go straight to that page, so it is easier for folks.  I understand it is cumbersome, that there is a lot of stuff on there and it can be hard to find.  We will try to make it easier and make some direct links on there for the public. 
Councilman McGinn:  If code enforcement contacts a homeowner then I think you said that you will meet with those people and let them know if there are any grants or funds available to help them come up to code?
Tom Barnett:  Yes sir.  In some of our areas we are actually able to help them, in the focus area we are able to help them, and there are other organizations that we fund through CDBG and home programs that are out there looking for projects on occasion.  It is not going to be in every case and it is not going to be all the time but there are lots of opportunities.  We do have a fair amount of funding coming through based on our entitlement status with the City of Evansville.  We can help a lot of folks, but we just can’t help everyone.  

Councilman McGinn:  What if someone like Mr. Fehn is not in danger of code enforcement action but the want to do something to their home, are funds available for them?

Tom Barnett:  Yes, if they happen to be in the project area, and I think you are, there are funds available now.  Presumably there is work to be done on the structure.  Our highest priority is going to be owner/occupants as opposed to rental.  If there is something they want to do then we need to see what the project is, how much it will cost, get some independent third party estimates of what it will take to do that project, see what their funding ability is and then look to match it on some percentage basis.  We might put 10%, 12%, 15%...the ERC, Evansville Redevelopment Commission, helps to oversee these things and determines how much we should help any one project.  We have actually done the first one of these, and my time has been spent since I have been here 17 months, is to try to get the money in place and the project developed into a place where we can begin to spend it in a way that makes sense.  We are there.  We have made our first contribution to one of the homes on Adams two weeks ago.  We put in the order of $25,000 on a $200,000 plus project.  
Councilman McGinn:  How did that man know the funds are available?  Is it publicized?  
Tom Barnett:  It is publicized and we are going to have a website that dedicates specifically to the project, it is not up yet.  It is in our presentations or when people contact us.  We have to start promoting it.  He knew about it because he had been talking to us for quite some time and we have been telling him here are the things we are trying to develop.  As soon as we got it in place he was ready to go.  
Councilman McGinn:  You used the term promotion, would promotion help?  Do you have funds available and you want people to contact you about?
Tom Barnett:  Yes, we want people to know about the project. We want them to contact us so we can share the list of some of the homes we own that we want to see somebody move into and bring back, talk about what their needs are, help them to get financing.  I have met with most of the banks in town to get financing in place and that has been a difficult thing in these recent times with the downturn in the economy.  I think we have something lined out that should work very well for us here.  I think we can probably get 100% financing which is really good these days.  Yes, we want them to contact us.  We want to help them put together a project.  We want to see people move back in and at the same time we are going to be spending lots of money to stabilize and keep the low- to moderate-income owner/occupants in the neighborhood.  This is not about running people out, it’s about creating a mixed income and use healthy neighborhood.  
Councilman McGinn:  Can we help in way with promotion?  If you provided us with a list…believe it or not there are people watching us on T.V. tonight.
Tom Barnett:  Yes, we need all the help we can get.  We will be glad to provide you with a synopsis of the program and some images.  I think what we need to do is to get the website up that will explain this thing in detail, who to contact and that kind of stuff.  That would be the best thing.
Councilman McGinn:  Well let’s wait for that.  I would like to see that and then we could talk about that at these meetings, we could help you to publicize that.
Councilman Friend:  Do you have soft second mortgages that you put on these properties?
Tom Barnett:  Yes, we do.  In the description that we put $25,000 on this $200,000 project, we put a soft second on it, meaning they don’t pay any money, but they owe it, as long as they live there for a period of time depending on how much we put in that amount of money will go down.  In a period of ten years it will go down 10% a year at the end of ten years where they have occupied this as a principal residence they won’t owe any of that money back.  That is the incentive of them taking a risk and working to redevelop this neighborhood.  We do put out soft seconds.  They are not something you have to pay on a monthly payment as long as you live in the property and maintain it.  
President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Okay, thanks Tom.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?
Eric Cake:  Mr. Barnett, thank you for coming out here.  We want to work with you.  One idea we might do is to have them come out on National Night Out on the south side.  That is something that brings a lot of people and will not cost the city anything.  That would be a great way to promote what he has to offer for the people that might not watch on T.V. or might not come down to the meetings.  This will give them an opportunity to talk to the people and for people to ask questions; open the dialogue.  That is just a suggestion.

President Watts:  Thank you, good idea.  Yes sir.
Justin Knight:  My name is Justin Knight and I said that I would be the voice of little fish that lives in my neighborhood.  He is going through the steps to try to get money to help him for the fines that are already due on the problems on his house.  He has done the paperwork and is waiting for an interview and he has not gotten a hold of DMD yet.  He has tried very hard.  The fines are already due and I think the advocate you spoke of would have solved that problem.  He would have someone to go to that he could get a hold of.  I just wanted to say that.
Greg Fehn:  The reason I brought up the $5,000 deal is because two-and-half years ago I spent $38,000 putting in a new roof, gutters and gutter work.  I now have buckets in my attic collecting rain water.  I have been to the building commission on several occasions to try to get them to do something about it and I have had a building inspector come to look at it and nothing has been done.  The $5,000 was to fix the front porch and now code enforcement has written our house up and we have been sent a letter stating we would be getting fines for some of the soffit work that has been damaged because the roof leaks…because the contractor would not repair it correctly.  You can understand if you spent $38,000 for a roof, you would certainly want it not to leak and would be a little upset if you could not get anybody to do anything about it. The problem is that in the State of Indiana I would have to hire an attorney, sue them to get…
President Watts:  I have a question; was the grant the $38,000?  

Greg Fehn:  No, it had nothing to do with it.

President Watts:  I don’t get why…help me here…how would the city be involved?

Greg Fehn:  Because I am getting fines because the contractor did not do the work properly on the house.  I can’t get the building commission to do anything about it and the code enforcement has now written up some of the damage done by the contractor.  Part of the violation was the front porch that needs to be fixed, so I am going to go ahead and start on it.  You were talking about the code enforcement administrative hearings.  I don’t want to get into this to deep tonight.  I would actually like another time to come back to get into it…maybe this is for Mr. Hamilton. You really need to look at the State Code kind of closely because it says in there quite clearly that the hearing officer cannot be an employee of the hearing authority, and why you can argue the semantics of whether he is an employee or not, I believe that you are still funding him with community development block grant money.  The whole process is still funded federally.  While you might argue over the word employee, the intent is pretty clear and that whole Code Enforcement Administrative hearing process might be a legal problem in the State of Indiana.  You might need to check it out with some legal authorities.  Besides it is a duplication of process which HUD believes is fraud and waste.  We have a housing court with a bona-fide judge and there is no reason we have to keep continuing to spend all that money on the administrative hearing process when we have a housing court.  For decades, we have been spending federal funds to offset county expenses.  Rodent control is a county expense.  It is with the Health Department, a county department.  Weed control, Code Enforcement…I talked with Roger Lehman and he said several years ago you guys were really close to getting one department to handle all that and it should be that way.  The Building Commission that collects all the money for fees and fines, but a big portion of the expense is bore by our Code Enforcement Department which is federal funds.  We have better use of the federal funds than that.  If the county taxpayers want houses torn down or someone to cut their grass, then they ought to pay for it.  I think the DMD has more important things to do then to make sure Mr. Smith has cut his grass or not.  They need to move onto bigger and better projects.  It is confusing for contractors who have to deal with going to Code Enforcement Administration hearings, then they want to put in a ceiling fan and they have to contact the Building Commission because they need an electrical permit and then I get another inspector that comes out, and there is just all this duplication.  It is just unnecessary and is confusing for a lot of people that want to do work in the inner city.  There is a lot more to that, but I will leave you with that.  A lot of people in the neighborhood talk with each other and when we see someone losing their property from $10,000 to $15,000 in fines.  Then you hear about another piece of rental property they paid $55,000 for you wonder what is going on here?  I think it confuses a lot of people and I think it is an important situation that needs to be resolved.  Thank you.
President Watts:  Thank you.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?
Pat Pittman:  My name is Pat Pittman; I live at 320 SE Riverside Dr.  I live in the 4th ward and I hear they are going to make this a TIF district.  In fact, they say they are going to make a 50 block radius a TIF district.  I don’t want my property in a TIF district.  In my research I have found if 75% of the landowners do not want to be a part of a TIF district they can sign a petition to stop the TIF district.  The department of local government finance said that you could put an end to the TIF district already in place by passing a resolution to repeal or rescind the resolution you passed creating the TIF district.  I would like to know if this is true.  You may not be able to answer me tonight.  Looking around here I don’t see one person who would not be sitting here…the mayor did not get you elected, you are the mayor’s boss, and he is not your boss!  It is time you people took back over the city, and I would appreciate the answer.  Thank you very much.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Sir, I was wondering if you would state your specific objections to living in a TIF district?

Pat Pittman:  It is not fair to the people living outside the district.  The main concern is that this legislature originated in the State of California.  My God, that is the most screwed up state in all the states of the United States!  How could you even consider anything from California?  Reading it in the paper, every time I finished my property taxes were going to go up even though the property value did not go up.  
Councilman Adams:  I don’t think that is what a TIF does.  If your property stays the same I don’t think your property taxes go up unless there is an increase in assessment or of percentage of the tax,

Pat Pittman:  You read it one way, I read it another.  

Councilman Adams:  Well, we have a lawyer here…I don’t know…

John Hamilton:  TIF is tax increment financing and it’s a product normally of the Redevelopment Commission.   They create a district to capture new revenues for new development.  They use that to pay back bonds and so forth.  Once it is created, unless it has no bonding obligations in the future, I think it would be almost impossible to go back and repeal it until those bonds have been paid.

Pat Pittman:  This is what I would like an opinion on.  If 75% of the landowners will sign a petition against it can it be stopped?  
John Hamilton:  I am not sure what you are referring to.  If a new district can be stopped or if…

Pat Pittman:  I get the opinion that even if it is one that exists, that it can be stopped.

John Hamilton:  I am definitely of the opinion that that part is not true.  The other part I am not sure of without doing additional research.
Pat Pittman:  Okay, I would appreciate it.  

John Hamilton:  I think he gave me a project a few weeks ago on Vectren, so…

Pat Pittman:  You did excellent and I appreciate that.  I was very pleased and now we just have to get this out into the news so other people will know that.  Thank you.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  You are able to answer the question though, because you live in a TIF district doesn’t mean your taxes are going up?  

John Hamilton:  My understanding is definitely not.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  It is just a different way of capturing the tax money to use in a particular way.

John Hamilton:  New tax money that is created by the new development.  
Councilman McGinn:  If you could check on that…maybe Tom knows this; my understanding in a TIF district that any increase assessment in…taxes as a result of an increased assessed valuation of the old real estate that excess stays in TIF district even though there is no new development.  You are still capturing funds an increase in valuation, are you not?
Tom Barnett:  Yes, you are capturing increment from your baseline.  If you establish a TIF in 2010 and it was however much tax was being collected at that point that stays the same; so no taxes go up.  The increase comes when that vacant lot gets a new house on it and suddenly you have an additional valuation.  If a house in bad shape gets rehabbed and reassessed because it had value put into it and that valuation goes up.  Over time you are collecting more money that you were in your baseline year.  The more money…the increment only is what goes into a special bank account shall we say, and then can spent only within the district from which it came for things like streets, curbs, gutters and lights, infrastructure improvements.  It is simply a funding mechanism that helps the residents of the owners who live in that district and at some point it goes way over time, say 20 years and then the increased value goes into the general fund that used to be going into that special account.  There is no effect on the existing owners.  They are not going to be paying more taxes because they are in a TIF district.
Councilman McGinn:  The capture of the funds is to be used within the TIF district; that is not just new construction, is it?  Let’s say your baseline is set in 1998 and there is a house valued at $100,000 and you have $2,000 in taxes.  If that is reassessed for $200,000 your taxes double $2,000 goes into TIF and $2,000 goes in the general fund.  
Tom Barnett:  Exactly.  Any increase over the baseline is a cumulative increase.  You are not looking at specific houses but you are looking at the total amount collected from that area for all the parcels included when it was created.  The additional amount goes into the kitty if you will, and can only be spent back into that area.  It is a funding mechanism for the future to allow that area to improve faster than without it.  Normally it is a very good thing.  I guess I have been the one kicking around the idea of a TIF more than any one and obviously this has to get approved by redevelopment, and it comes to you and so that TIF could be shot at any time if it was not wanted.  It seems to me to be a very good funding mechanism for that district for the future since we are trying to figure out how to make our neighborhoods better.  This is an easy way over the next 20 years if we were to put it in place to create a pool of money that could be spent in that area to make it better.  It seems to me a no-brainer, but it is not that I know everything. I may be wrong.
Councilwoman Mosby:  Sounds to me like the TIF district is actually a benefit for the neighborhoods, so I don’t understand why anyone would want to start a petition and try to get signatures when that is actually going to help neighborhood.  I am kind of confused.
Tom Barnett:  That is my take; absolutely.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Jacobsville is in my ward and that is an area I would like to see improved so I was recently inquiring whether or not it was a TIF.  I believe that Reverend Easley told me that they have an established a TIF district in Jacobsville.  

Tom Barnett:  There is a TIF district there and I think we have turned it on.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Recently?  

Tom Barnett:  Just recently, yes.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I was glad to hear that because I want to see improvement in that neighborhood.

Pat Pittman:  Would you be happy…next door…do you live there?  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I live near there, yes.  

Pat Pittman:  Would you be happy if they tore down a house next to you, built a $250,000 house and then your taxes go up equal to that house…brand new house, would you be happy?
Councilwoman Bredhold:  If they tore down the house next to my house they would not have room to build a $250,000 house.

Pat Pittman:  I understand, but this is what is going to happen…these people that have houses way over-assessed now…$50,000 to $75,000…when that assessor looks at the $200,000 house right next to it you can bet your bottom dollar your house will go up equal to that one.  I have seen it happen…that is the way the assessors work.  If you would answer my question if 75% of the landowners can stop this?  I would appreciate it.  
John Hamilton:  I work for the city council and I will do what they direct me, so.

Pat Pittman:  Thank you.  Any other questions?  Thank you very much.

President Watts:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  
Fred Cook:  Good evening.  My name is Fred Cook.  There were a couple of things that 
Mr. Fehn seemed to leave out.  I heard Mr. Barnett speak about wasteful spending.  There seems to be a house on Washington, 265 Washington, that was rehabbed two years ago and now we have been told that they are going to spend $250,000 to rehab it again after only two years.  To me I think that is wasteful spending.  The other thing is with Code Enforcement.  I was told that Code Enforcement money was for city-wide.  City-wide means not just Goosetown but city-wide.  It seems that Goosetown has been targeted because they are doing door to door inspections.  If all the inspectors are in the targeted area then that is why houses are caving in on people.  That is all I have to say.  Thank you.   
President Watts:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  If not; committee reports.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-9



An Ordinance Amending

Date:
August 10, 2009



City of Evansville’s Ordinances 

Time:
5:10 p.m.




Concerning Minority Owned and

Notify:
David Jones




Women Owned Business Enterprises

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-10



Ordinance amending Title 15,


Date:
August, 10, 2009



Chapter 153 of the City of Evansville

Time:
5:20 p.m.




Zoning Code entitled Administration

Notify:
Brad Mills




and Enforcement
Re:
Resolution C-2009-18



A Resolution Approving a 

Date:
August 17, 2009



Declaratory Amendment of the 

Time:
5:10 p.m.




Downtown Redevelopment Plan

Notify:
Jane Reel/Tom Barnett
FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Joint City/County Budget Hearings

Date:
July 29, 2009

Time:
3:30 p.m.

Place:
Room 301 City Council Chambers

Re:
Budget Hearings

Date:
August 10th - 13th, 2009

Time:   3:30 p.m.

Place:  Room 307

Re:       Ordinance F-2009-7



An Ordinance Authorizing 
Date:    August 17, 2009



Additional Appropriations of 

Time:   5:15 p.m.




Funds within a City Department
Notify: Jane Reel


Re:       Resolution C-2009-17


2009 Homestead Credit

Date:    August 17, 2009

Time:    5:20 p.m.

Notify:  Jenny Collins

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.
President Watts:  Regarding what?  We had…we did miscellaneous business.  Okay, no problem.

Frank Peterlin:  Frank Peterlin; 4701 Big Cynthiana Road.  Monday July 27, 2009 5:45 p.m., Evansville City Council meeting all nine members present; Missy Mosby, John Friend, Curt John, B.J. Watts, Constance Robinson, Dr. Dan Adams, Dan McGinn, and Wendy Bredhold.  The Evansville police just removed Evansville citizens from the building because they were carrying signs for the expression of their first amendment rights.  Our civil rights were just violated and each of you sat by and did nothing to prevent it.  
Councilman Adams:  It is my understanding that signs are not allowed in here.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I understand that people were not removed, but signs were removed.  

Frank Peterlin:  According to the Constitution of the State of Indiana, Article One, Bill of Rights, Section Nine, no law shall be passed restraining the free interchange of thought and opinion, or restricting the right to speak, write, or print, freely, on any subject whatever.  According to Indiana Code 5-14 (the Open Door Policy), we are permitted to enter the city council meeting as it is a public agency.  According to the Attorney General’s Office, we cannot be prohibited from carrying signs in protest to show cause.  The City of Evansville has no posted ordinances or resolutions on banning of signs in public buildings or at public meetings.  Our civil rights were just violated and each of you sat by and did nothing to prevent it.  Because I believe in redemption and we all live in the same small town, I respectfully ask for a public apology by unanimous consent before the end of this meeting.  If you do not apologize, I respectfully ask for your resignations.  Thank you.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. Peterlin, Mr. Peterlin…sir.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I am willing to speak to that…

Councilwoman Mosby:  I would like to address you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay, go ahead Missy.

Councilwoman Mosby:  We were conducting business up here and what happened in the back; we were conducting business, so I am not sure what took place.  So, I really would like that you start giving us a little bit of respect.  
Sally Herron:  My name is Sally Herron; I live at 403 Christ Road.  You violated my constitutional rights tonight by prohibiting me to carry a sign which by Indiana state law allows me to do that.  I am sure, and I can see by looks on your faces that none of you are familiar with this.  As far as respect ma’am, I think you owe some of the citizens of this city some respect.  Mr. Peterlin did nothing wrong.  Since this is on T.V.  I would encourage every one to go to www.City-CountyObserver.com and read about what happened and what your city council happen tonight to innocent people.  Thank you all.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay, I am going to address this; okay…we were doing business.  
President Watts:  We are getting out of control here…we had a motion to adjourn.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would like to speak to this okay?

President Watts:  This will be the last comment of the night.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay, I would like to speak to this.  As we were doing business, I did see police asking people to remove signs.  I have been to more than one public meeting and public rally where I have not been allowed to bring a sign in because it was considered it could be used as a weapon.  I have had signs taken away myself, so I assume that was the case.  Now, if that is not the way it is suppose to be then that is not the way it is supposed to be, okay; but…

Audience:  It’s the law.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  As I said…I myself have been in the situation where I have had signs taken away because I was told they could be used as a weapon…and so…this has actually happened to me and that is why it shouldn’t be taking place.

John Hamilton:  To follow up on that, the Building Authority can have policies on signs.  There can be reasonable restrictions.  We have had people held them in front and block people from seeing.  As far as you infringing on anyone’s right to free speech, you have allowed everyone here to speak freely tonight.  That is certainly…in my opinion there has been no violation of any constitutional rights here…so.  
President Watts:  You will be the last comment of the night.
Charlene Braker:  My name is Charlene Braker; 1700 East Blackford.  I am just wondering if, since we did go the State of Indiana for the Constitution of the State of Indiana for the right of free speech and it is here…maybe we need the governor to help us out again.
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adjourn.  

Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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