
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 10, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 10, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.
There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Bredhold.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the August 10, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officers Foley and Pieszchalski are our Sergeants at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held July 27, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR AUGUST 7TH  PACKET:

*Agenda for the August 10, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from July 27, 2009.

*Ordinances G-2009-11, G-2009-12, F-2009-6 and F-2009-8.

*Resolutions C-2009-17, C-2009-19, C-2009-20 and C-2009-21.

*Area Plan Field Staff Reports and Minutes from July 9, 2009 Meeting.

*Rezoning Ordinance R-2009-10.

*2010 Budget Finance Committee Hearing Schedule.

*A copy of a letter from The Matrix Group.

*A memo and copies of news releases regarding 2010 Budget.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Notice of Executive Session and Special Meeting.

*News Releases:


-Greenway Construction – Phase 2


-AMAZONIA Celebrates First Year
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-11

PUBLIC WORKS

        
         
         ADAMS

An ordinance vacating that portion of the N.W. 8th Street located north of Court Street in the City of Evansville, Indiana

ORDINANCE G-2009-12

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

An Ordinance Fixing the Salaries of Every Appointive Officer, Employee, Deputy, Assistant, Departmental and Institutional Head of the City of Evansville for the Year 2010 and Establishing Salary Administration Procedures

ORDINANCE F-2009-6

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, Fixing the Salaries of Elected Officials for the City of Evansville, Indiana for the Year 2010 

ORDINANCE F-2009-8

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, Appropriating Monies for the Purpose of Defraying the Expenditures of Departments of the City Government for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2010 

RESOLUTION C-2009-19

FINANCE


        
       
        FRIEND

A preliminary resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville declaring an Economic Revitalization Area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment located at 304 Market Street (The Kunkel Group, Inc.)

RESOLUTION C-2009-20

FINANCE

        
         
        
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the City of Evansville, Indiana, Approval of the Issuance of Bonds and Bond Anticipation Notes by the Evansville Redevelopment Commission for the Purpose of Providing Funds to be Applied to Pay for Redevelopment Projects and Related Matters

RESOLUTION C-2009-21

A.S.D.

        
         
        
         
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana approving a declaratory resolution declaring Marina Pointe Economic Development Area

ORDINANCE R-2009-10

TO APC    
         
   
               
   R-2 TO C-2

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 321, 319, 317 E. Delaware Street

Petitioner:

Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty

Owner:


Theresa Pruitt

Representative:
Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty

District:

Wendy Bredhold, Ward 3
Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE R-2009-8

FROM APC    
      R-1 TO C-1 W/U&D COMM.
An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 4400 Bellemeade Avenue

Petitioner:

Evansville-Vanderburgh School Corporation 

Owner:


Same

Representative:
Marco L. DeLucio, Attorney

District:

Dan McGinn, Ward 1

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 10 affirmative votes.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report.  

Voice vote.   So ordered.  

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE R-2009-8

FROM APC  
   
   R-1 TO C-1 W/U&D COMM.
An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 4400 Bellemeade Avenue

Petitioner:

Evansville-Vanderburgh School Corporation 

Katherine Schymik:  I am representing the school corporation.  This is a spot rezoning.  The sole purpose is to allow Hebron Elementary School to put in an electronic message board on their property.  It will go in a spot where the existing sign is using the existing pole; they will simply replace the top of that sign with an electronic message board.    

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?

Councilman Adams:  I understand the size of the sign is not going to change either.
Katherine Schymik:  That is right, it is the same size and we did file a use and development commitment as well stating that this is the sole purpose for rezoning that area.  

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Is there anyone in the audience who would like to speak for or against Ordinance R-2009-8?

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance

R-2009-8 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2009-8 is hereby declared adopted.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-9

A.S.D.
(MOSBY)
       
              
  ROBINSON

An Ordinance Amending the City of Evansville’s Ordinances Concerning Minority Owned and Women Owned Business Enterprises and Amending Sections 870, 871, 872, 873, 874, 875, 876, and 877 of Chapter 3.30 of Title 3, Administration Organization, of the City of Evansville Municipal Code

ORDINANCE G-2009-10

A.S.D.



                   
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Title 15, Chapter 153 of the City of Evansville Zoning Code entitled Administration and Enforcement

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY
Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening. Ordinance 
G-2009-9 is being held until August 24, 2009 at 5:15 p.m.  We also met regarding Ordinance 

G-2009-10 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.  
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Ordinance to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-10

A.S.D.



                  
        MOSBY

An ordinance amending Title 15, Chapter 153 of the City of Evansville Zoning Code entitled Administration and Enforcement
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2009-10 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-10 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, August 17, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  

Committee meetings will begin at 5:05 p.m.

Berniece Tirmenstein:  My name is Berniece Tirmenstein.  I am going to leave what I am going to say in order to conserve time.  My concerns and questions involve the separation of sanitary storm sewers and how it will affect the 2010 budget.  It involves two aspects; one is financial which is huge, and how will it be financed?  The other is the legal aspect where by the justice department comes in since it is an interstate problem.  When heavy rains come like it did recently in Louisville; raw sewage from toilet flushing and drainage from bathtubs are evacuated along with rainwater into waterways.  Water discharge from large cities like Evansville, Jeffersonville, Louisville and Cincinnati goes into the waterways.  Certainly, as you can see there is a big health issue.  I have before me an article that appeared in the Evansville Courier dated July 17, 1996, 13 years ago.  It read sanitary sewer projects mainly large sewers in the downtown, the north and east sides that would pose a major problem if they collapsed.  It would account for the bulk of $15 million from a bond issue being proposed.  Another article in the Evansville Courier state March 20, 2007, roughly half of the city’s sewer systems are of the antiquated type for storm drainage and so-called sanitary sewer drainage are evacuated together.  Questions I have for the city council is what percentage or actual amount will you get from the stimulus money?  Are funds being set aside?  When is the starting date on construction of separation of storm sanitary sewers?  In order to find more answers I have contacted Jay Hinkle from Indy based at the Norton Lochmueller consulting firm and Henry Nordoff the Norton Lochmueller locally.  Both said they are currently in negotiations with the city, it is moving right along.  Their negotiations; one with the city and one with the EPA, and another with the city attorney and the justice department dealing with the legal aspect.  Start of construction is scheduled to begin in 2010.  I have called Cindy Wagoner, Section Chief of Stormwater with the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and have not received a return reply, because she has been out the office for a while.  Those are my concerns about the financing of this project.  How much will we get from the stimulus and when is the starting date?  Thank you.
President Watts:  Are there any questions by members of council?  

Councilman John:  You may want to get with Rose.  Those figures are supplied to the city administration.  They are not given directly to us.  If we do receive stimulus funding and other monies to solve these problems, the administrations come forward to explain where the monies are coming from and how much we have, and we authorize the expenditure of that money.  We are not really privy to receiving the money ourselves; we have no budget other than what you see up here.  Rose, could you set a time up to meet with…?

Rose Young:  What I will do is connect…I will have Tim Gerard give her a call.

Councilman John:  That would be great.
President Watts:  Perfect.

Councilman John:  He is the one overseeing that and requesting the stimulus funds.  I know that they do have some plans in the works to start addressing these problems as we have been for the past five years.  Hopefully, we can move forward with it and you can get your answers.  

Berniece Tirmenstein:  I am so involved because I have a combination sanitary sewer in my easement and I have battled with it for 15 years when Herb Butler was the city engineer.  We have a terrible smell of urine and feces. When is the starting date; can you tell me that?  

Councilman John:  On which project?  We have had projects…

Berniece Tirmenstein:  On separation of sanitary sewers.  

Councilman John:  There are various ones that have been in progress for some time.  For example, the Weinbach trunk they put in was to help separate sanitary from storm.  Now they are in the process of connecting them with the little fingers that feed from the various systems.  They are trying to separate it.  Mr. Gerard will give you a much better answer than I can because he deals with it on a daily basis.  He is dealing with the federal government on their mandates and he is very familiar with the funding we will be receiving.  Hopefully, he will have a lot better answers than you will get from any of us up here.  

Berniece Tirmenstein:  I thank you.
Councilman John:  Rose is the Chief Administrator for the Mayor’s office and she is very good at responding to people.

President Watts:  Just so you may understand fixing these is in the hundreds of hundreds of millions of dollars.  It’s not like we are going to have a start date of August 15th and then we will finish it.  It is something that is tens of years to fix.
Berniece Tirmenstein:  There are hundreds of cities in Indiana that are affected and each one has their own project.

President Watts:  I think the only cities that were exempt are Washington D.C. and New York City; they were the only two exempted from this.  
Councilman Adams:  Where do you live?
Berniece Tirmenstein:  I live at 1636 East Blackford Avenue.  

Councilman Adams:  East Blackford?

Berniece Tirmenstein:  Uh-huh.

President Watts:  Thank you very much.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business by members of council?   Anyone in the audience have anything under miscellaneous business?  Yes sir.
James Braker:  My name is James Braker; I live at 1700 East Blackford.  I just have a question for council; who says we cannot bring our signs in?  

President Watts:  I am sorry…again?

James Braker:  Who says we cannot bring our signs in to the meeting.

President Watts:  My understanding, and I will defer to John for this, is that they are allowed at this point.

John Hamilton:  At this point…I don’t know that anybody is saying that.   

James Braker:  Well we were just told to take our signs down, to put our signs down and to take them out.

President Watts:  I know what the Building Authority…

John Hamilton:  Then it must be the Building Authority.   Oh, does Rose…?

President Watts:  Rose can you…?

Rose Young:  Rose Young; Mayor’s Office.  It is my understanding that Dave Rector with the Building Authority says yes the signs are allowed.  

President Watts:  Sure.

Rose Young:  Yes, so I am sorry there must have been a miscommunication here this evening.  He said absolutely the signs are allowed.  

John Hamilton:  That was my understanding and this body has no policy on it.  

Councilman Adams:  I don’t know about you, but I don’t care if we have signs; just don’t beat me over the head with a stick.   
James Braker:  Why was I told that?  The police officer just said I had to take the signs out.  
President Watts:  It must have been a misunderstanding and I do apologize.

John Hamilton:  There was an old rule that the Building Authority had prohibiting signs but my understanding is that they are reviewing that and not…

Rose Young:  That is exactly right.  They are reviewing their entire policy, but signs are absolutely allowed.   

President Watts:  They may have not conveyed that to everyone that they need to…it may have been the problem.

Rose Young:  Also, it is not an issue for the Evansville Police Department; it is the Building Authority Security.  Okay, so I apologize.
James Braker:  Apology accepted.
President Watts:  Okay, thank you.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business?  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:      Ordinance F-2009-7



Authorizing Appropriation of funds

Date:   August 17, 2009



within a City Department (DMD)

Time:   5:15 p.m.

Notify: Jane Reel

Re:
Resolution C-2009-20



A Resolution for Approval of the
Date:
August 17, 2009



Issuance of Bonds and Bond
Time:
5:15 p.m.




Anticipation Notes by the Evansville 
Notify:
Jane Reel




Redevelopment Commission 

Re:
Resolution C-2009-17



Approving an ordinance of the

Date:
August 17, 2009



Vanderburgh County Income Tax 

Time: 
5:20 p.m.




Council establishing the percentage

Notify: Jenny Collins




credit allowed for Homesteads for 








2009 and casting the votes of the 








Common Council of the City of 








Evansville

Re:  Resolution C-2009-19



Preliminary Resolution for

Date: August 17, 2009



Tax Phase-in for the

Time:  5:25 p.m.




Kunkel Group

Notify: Libbie Au

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-12



Fixing the Salaries of Every 

Date:
October 19, 2009



Appointive Officer, Employee, 

Time:
5:15 p.m.




Deputy, Assistant, Departmental and 

Notify:
Jenny Collins




Institutional Head for the Year 2010 

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-6



Fixing the Salaries of Elected 
Date:
October 19, 2009



Officials for the City of Evansville,
Time:
5:15 p.m.




Indiana, for the Year 2010 
Notify:
Jenny Collins

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-8



Appropriating Monies for the 
Date:
October 19, 2009



Expenditures of Departments of the
Time:   5:15 p.m.




City Government for the Fiscal Year 
Notify: Jenny Collins




Beginning January 1, 2010
Re:
Public Hearing for Agencies


CDBG/Shelter Home

Date:
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Time:
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Place:
Room 301

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Resolution C-2009-21



A Resolution approving a 
Date:
August 17, 2009



declaratory resolution declaring Time:
5:05 p.m.




Marina Pointe Economic 
Notify:
Jane Reel




Development Area

Re:
Resolution C-2009-18



A Resolution Approving a 

Date:
August 17, 2009



Declaratory Amendment of the 

Time:
5:10 p.m.




Downtown Redevelopment Plan

Notify:
Jane Reel/Tom Barnett

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-9



An Ordinance Amending

Date:
August 24, 2009



City of Evansville’s Ordinances 

Time:
5:15 p.m.




Concerning Minority Owned and

Notify:
David Jones




Women Owned Business Enterprises

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-11



A petition to vacate a portion of

Date:
August 24, 2009



N.W. 8th Street located north of

Time:
5:20 p.m.




Court Street

Notify: Krista Lockyear
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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