
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 17, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 17, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Watts.
Absent:  Robinson and Walker.
There being seven (7) members present and two (2) members absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman McGinn.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the August 17, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Karmire is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held August 10, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR AUGUST 14TH  PACKET:

*Agenda for the August 17, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from August 10, 2009.

*June 2009 Financial Report. 

*Copies of two E-mails from Audra Levy:

   - University of Evansville announces its support of for the Evansville Arena Project.

   - South Bend City Workers asked to cut hours.

 *News Releases:

-Lincoln Avenue Construction Complete.

-Evansville Arena Project Committee to Hold First Meeting.

 *Port Authority of Evansville Agenda for August 17, 2009.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:
*Additional Information regarding Marina Pointe Economic Development Area for 

  Resolution C-2009-21.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission August 18, 2009 Draft Agenda.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Locust Hill and Oak Hill Cemetery report.

*Weights and Measure Report.

*Ordinance G-2009-13.

*Resolution C-2009-22.

*An email regarding the Homestead Credit Option for Pay – 2010.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing filed for First Reading
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-7

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Authorizing Additional Appropriations of Funds within a City Department

RESOLUTION C-2009-17

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Approving an Ordinance of the Vanderburgh County Income Tax Council Establishing the Percentage Credit Allowed for Homesteads for 2009 and Casting the Votes of the Common Council of the City of Evansville on Said Ordinance

RESOLUTION C-2009-18

A.S.D.



        
         
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana Approving a Declaratory Amendment of the Downtown Redevelopment Plan

RESOLUTION C-2009-20

FINANCE

        
         
        
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the City of Evansville, Indiana, Approval of the Issuance of Bonds and Bond Anticipation Notes by the Evansville Redevelopment Commission for the Purpose of Providing Funds to be Applied to Pay for Redevelopment Projects and Related Matters

RESOLUTION C-2009-21

A.S.D.

          
        
         
         
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana approving a declaratory resolution declaring Marina Pointe Economic Development Area
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Resolutions C-2009-18 and C-2009-21 and they both come forward with a do-pass recommendation.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance F-2009-7, and Resolutions C-2009-17 and C-2009-20, and they all come forward with a do-pass recommendation.  Resolution C-2009-19 has been reset for August 24, 2009 at 5:25 p.m.
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Ordinance to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-7

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Authorizing Additional Appropriations of Funds within a City Department

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
F-2009-7 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Watts.
Absent:  Robinson and Walker.

There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2009-7 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-17

FINANCE
              
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Approving an Ordinance of the Vanderburgh County Income Tax Council Establishing the Percentage Credit Allowed for Homesteads for 2009 and Casting the Votes of the Common Council of the City of Evansville on Said Ordinance

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-17 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Watts.
Absent:  Robinson and Walker.

There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-17 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-18

A.S.D.



        
         
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana Approving a Declaratory Amendment of the Downtown Redevelopment Plan

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2009-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, John, Watts.
Nays:  McGinn and Adams

Absent:  Robinson and Walker.

Councilman McGinn: The copy I have shows that ERC-21; this is to add the parcels to the acquisition list?  Okay, I am sorry it is the resolution of the Economic Redevelopment Commission 21.  We are on 18?

Madam Clerk:  Yes.

Councilman McGinn:  I apologize for that I had the wrong page.  I vote no on that because I think it has properties on there that by passing this the city makes a determination as to their status and also gives the Economic Development Commission of the City of Evansville rights to take these properties without consent or mutual agreement with the property owners, I vote no.

Councilman Adams:  For similar logic I vote no.

There being five (5) ayes and two (2) nays, Resolution C-2009-18 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-20

FINANCE

        
         
        
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the City of Evansville, Indiana, Approval of the Issuance of Bonds and Bond Anticipation Notes by the Evansville Redevelopment Commission for the Purpose of Providing Funds to be applied to pay for Redevelopment Projects and Related Matters

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2009-20 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, John, Watts.

Nays:  McGinn 

Absent:  Robinson and Walker.

Councilman McGinn:  Again this is one that I have difficulty with; I am strongly in favor the Evansville arena project and downtown revitalization.  I hope everyone understands that.  My concern is…when we built Amazonia we knew how much we had to spend and worked toward the budget.  When I built my house in 1979 I knew what I wanted to spend and when I buy cars I know what I want to spend.  I am very uncomfortable approving $41 million right now to use to hire engineers and architects to do plans and estimates.  Only then do we get another figure which is going to be an estimate of the construction costs.  I am much more comfortable if there is a cap on the amount that the Redevelopment Commission or City of Evansville can commit to this project including all soft costs and hard costs the entire cost of this project.  Without having that number I know that the pencils aren’t as sharp.  If the architects, engineers and contractors know what that limit is, we work harder to do that.  Even though I am strongly in favor of it any spending on this without a cap I absolutely feel duty bound to vote no, so I vote no.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  With the added confidence of Councilman Adam’s resolution I will vote aye.  

Councilman Adams:  I to join my sole republican friend with some reticence here, but I have studied this project for two years I think it will do a wonderful thing for Evansville.  I think two years from now we will be out this recession, God willing.  I think there are some indications already that we are doing that.  I believe on America, I believe on its ability to recover.  I am going to vote yes, but I will put the resolution in during miscellaneous in which we will be getting quarterly reports to be absolutely sure we know how every dollar is being spent.

Councilman John:  Dan, I totally understand your viewpoint and there is a time that we can do that.  We are the ultimate authority on how much is bonded and how much they can spend.  I think maybe we should get on the same page, get together with the administration to put a cap on it and then we will know this is your limit, adjust your plans accordingly when you are designing it.  We have been working on it for four years and this is the first step of getting it done, so I vote yes with the understanding we get together and do what you recommended.  

There being six (6) ayes and one (1) nay, Resolution C-2009-20 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-21

A.S.D.

          
        
         
        
         MOSBY

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana approving a declaratory resolution declaring Marina Pointe Economic Development Area

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-21 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Nays:  McGinn

Absent:  Robinson and Walker.

Councilman McGinn:  Rather than repeat myself could I ask Madam Clerk if you would show my comments at the end of the A.S.D. meeting made a part of this and incorporate it as part of my vote, and I vote no.

“I think development of riverfront area would be a fantastic thing and I like downtown redevelopment.  I have a bit of a concern because this legislation will benefit only one single landowner and from a competition point of view if it becomes a riverfront development area, unlimited liquor licenses.  I think there is an undue business advantage, an unfair competition to one person to exclude others who may want to develop in or near an economic area.  I don’t think there is any motivation other than improving the city here, but I think it may give the appearance of some sort of impropriety or unfairness to the public which causes our system to be in question.  For that reason I would vote nay.”
Councilman Adams:  This holds a wonderful potential, it is with great pleasure that I vote yes.  

There being six (6) ayes and one (1) nays, Resolution C-2009-21 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, August 24, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  

Committee meetings will begin at 5:25 p.m.
President Watts:  Councilman Adams.

Councilman Adams: I move that the Evansville Redevelopment Commission provides quarterly reports to the Evansville City Council members containing information on how the arena bond funds are being spent through the entire length of the project.

President Watts:  Mr. Kish would you care to comment on this?  Maybe fill us in on how the timeline and things are going to work, and if there is a major change after we have gotten a report to make sure the council is informed of that?  

John Kish:  Certainly, we will structure a routine quarterly report and let you know if there is anything significant between those reports…will be happy to do that.   We are all in this together.
Councilman John:  Mr. Kish, I assume that you are going to keep the Redevelopment Commission informed on at least a bi-weekly basis when they have their meetings?

John Kish:  They have asked for monthly comment.

Councilman John:  If we could be copied on those, that would be great.  We are copied on their agenda and when they are meeting, everyone has the opportunity to attend those as well.  If we could get a copy of those that…

John Kish:  Now that we are rolling most of our activity we can do that.  That is fine.

Councilman Adams:  Do you want the minutes?

Councilman John:  Well in the minutes they will have a recap of the expenditures, where they went and what they have accomplished.  

John Kish:  We are happy to do that.  We are all in this together.

President Watts:  Okay, thank you.  We have a motion by Councilman Adams; can we add a resolution number to it?
John Hamilton:  If this is passed I will draft a resolution and give it to the city clerk; and do you want it forwarded to the Evansville Redevelopment Commission, correct?

President Watts:  Yes.

Councilman Adams:  After we all sign it.  

John Hamilton:  Pardon?

Councilman Adams:  After we all sign it. 

John Hamilton:  You want it signed by everyone or just the president?

Councilman Adams:  Anybody that wants to.  

John Hamilton:  Okay.  I will get it to the clerk and she can…

Councilman Adams:  We’ve got the time.
Councilman Adams moved and Councilman John seconded the motion that the Evansville Redevelopment Commission provides quarterly reports to the Evansville City Council members containing information on how the arena bond funds are being spent through the entire length of the project.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

Councilman McGinn:  I was going to make a motion for a resolution for a cap, but after listening to Councilman John I really would like the opportunity to sit down with him and the administration to see if we can’t arrive at something.  I know there is not going to be something before this council in addition to the $41 million within the next couple of weeks.  That will gives us a time to talk.  After we have an opportunity to talk I will probably make a motion for a resolution then and thank you.
Councilman Adams:  I am a little confused.  We will have a resolution to have a cap or we will not?
Councilman McGinn:  Yes, I will.   I first want to meet with Councilman John and then…

Councilman Adams:  I understand that, but your object is to…

Councilman McGinn:  To arrive at a cap that can be voted on by this body.

Councilman Adams:  Okay.

Councilman John:  I think the purpose of it is, is that we have “X” number of dollars and we can build something very nice within these parameters so let’s make sure that when we are in the design stage that we don’t over-design and exceed what we are expecting that we are going to spend.

Councilman Adams:  Now is the time to set that.
President Watts:  Rose, is that something you can get set up?  
Rose Young:  Absolutely.

President Watts:  Okay, thank you.  Anyone else under Miscellaneous Business?  Anyone in the audience have anything under Miscellaneous Business?  Yes sir. 
Paul Abramson:  Paul Abramson; 1217 N. 3rd Avenue.  I came here to listen in principal against the arena.  Because of the way it was done, I felt that I didn’t have a voice in it.  Mostly I came up here to thank you for your public service, and all you have heard are complaints tonight. That makes it a really hard job.  I know when people complain at me it is really tough.  I just wanted to ask everyone here who appreciates that these people are working in public service, even if they are voting sometimes differently than you are, would you join me in applause to our council members.
President Watts:  I think that is the thing everyone up here and everyone in the audience have agreed to do.  Sometimes where we are going is the same goal but how we get there we kind of differ.  So it is appreciated, it really is.  I know sometimes you get frustrated when…because people that are for things don’t come to these meetings.  So thank you very much for that.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:      Resolution C-2009-19



Preliminary Resolution for

Date:   August 24, 2009



Tax Phase-in for the

Time:  5:25 p.m.




Kunkel Group

Notify: Libbie Au

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-12



Fixing the Salaries of Every 

Date:
October 19, 2009



Appointive Officer, Employee, 

Time:
5:15 p.m.




Deputy, Assistant, Departmental and 

Notify:
Jenny Collins




Institutional Head for the Year 2010 

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-6



Fixing the Salaries of Elected 
Date:
October 19, 2009



Officials for the City of Evansville,
Time:
5:15 p.m.




Indiana, for the Year 2010 
Notify:
Jenny Collins

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-8



Appropriating Monies for the 
Date:
October 19, 2009



Expenditures of Departments of the
Time:   5:15 p.m.




City Government for the Fiscal Year 
Notify: Jenny Collins




Beginning January 1, 2010
Re:
Public Hearing for Agencies


CDBG/Shelter Home

Date:
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Time:
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Place:
Room 301

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-9



An Ordinance Amending

Date:
August 24, 2009



City of Evansville’s Ordinances 

Time:
5:15 p.m.




Concerning Minority Owned and

Notify:
David Jones




Women Owned Business Enterprises

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-11



A petition to vacate a portion of

Date:
August 24, 2009



N.W. 8th Street located north of

Time:
5:20 p.m.




Court Street

Notify: Krista Lockyear
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman John seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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