
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 28, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 28, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.
Absent:  McGinn

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Adams.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the September 28, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jordan Niemeyer
Kyle Isaacs
COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Graham and Officer Hessler are our Sergeants at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held September 14, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR SEPTEMBER 23rd PACKET:

*Agenda for the September 28, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from September 14, 2009.

*Ordinances G-2009-19, G-2009-20, F-2009-10, F-2009-12, and F-2009-13.

*Resolution C-2009-26.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Weights & Measures Monthly Report.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Notice of Special Meeting.

*News Releases regarding:

-Mead Johnson to Invest Nearly $33 Million in Evansville Manufacturing.

-Levee System Receives Certification Review.

*A copy of a newsletter from State Senator Bob Deig.

*Port Authority of Evansville September 21, 2009 Draft Agenda.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Amended Agenda for the September 28, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*Amended City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*A memo from Lynn Buhr regarding a call about trash pick up.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for Special Meeting September 

  29, 2009.
*Resolution C-2009-26 as amended.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

President Watt:  I need a motion to suspend the rules this evening to hear Ordinance G-2009-20 on all three readings

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to suspend the rules and hear Ordinance G-2009-20 on all three readings this evening. 
ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  McGinn
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-20 will be heard on all three readings this evening.
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-19

PUBLIC WORKS    
                                 
         ADAMS
An ordinance vacating an alley

ORDINANCE G-2009-20

FINANCE (FRIEND)   
  
         
         MOSBY                                

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of sewage works revenue bonds of the City of Evansville, Indiana, and issuance of notes in anticipation of the issuance of bonds; prescribing the form and other details of the bonds; providing for the collection and disposition of the revenues to be derived from its sewerage system; making other provisions with respect to the operation of the system and the issuance and sale of the bonds and notes; and providing for the security and payment of the bonds and notes; other matters connected therewith, and repealing ordinances inconsistent herewith

ORDINANCE F-2009-10

FINANCE     
  

                    
        FRIEND

An ordinance of the Common Council approving the annual community development plan and appropriating community development block grant, emergency shelter grant, home investment partnerships grant and other funds

ORDINANCE F-2009-12

FINANCE (FRIEND)  
  
         
         MOSBY                                

An ordinance amending the sewer rates and charges

ORDINANCE F-2009-13

FINANCE (FRIEND)  
  
        
         MOSBY                                

An ordinance amending the refuse rates and charges

RESOLUTION C-2009-26

FINANCE     
  

                    
        FRIEND

A preliminary resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, introducing the consideration of an economic revitalization area and property tax phase-in for redevelopment/rehabilitation of the real property and for the acquisition and installation of new manufacturing equipment (Mead Johnson Nutritionals)
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-16

A.S.D.             


        
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s ordinance concerning fair housing 9.99.09 (I) and 9.99.10(B)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY
Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance G-2009-16 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.  
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move this Ordinance to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-20

FINANCE (FRIEND)  
  
    
         MOSBY                                

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of sewage works revenue bonds of the City of Evansville, Indiana, and issuance of notes in anticipation of the issuance of bonds; prescribing the form and other details of the bonds; providing for the collection and disposition of the revenues to be derived from its sewerage system; making other provisions with respect to the operation of the system and the issuance and sale of the bonds and notes; and providing for the security and payment of the bonds and notes; other matters connected therewith, and repealing ordinances inconsistent herewith
Harry Lawson:  I am Harry Lawson, General Manager of Evansville Water Sewer Utility.  We are asking council to approve the revenue bond for the Brookside sewer separation project on the southeast side.  This project has a $4 million grant attached to it which is a stimulus grant for this work.  This is a sewer separation project and it will be addressing flooding that we have had on the southeast side, and also it indirectly affects our CSO problem we have here in Evansville.  I have Doug Baldessari with Umbaugh for any particular questions as far as the financing.  Jim Gerard is here with the utility.  
Councilman John:  It is my understanding the reason we are having all three readings is it’s a timing issue regarding the $4 million stimulus funds, is that correct?
Harry Lawson:  It is a timing issue; we have to close on this loan October 15th.  The utility uses a state revolving fund program for sewer bonds and we get a very low interest rate.  The interest rate doesn’t change during the life of the loan.  We were working with the SRF when we became aware of the stimulus monies; we had made an application for stimulus, and we were actually working on the Cass Avenue project with SRF at that time.  In the interim the Cass Avenue project was a little bit ahead of Brookside and both projects were in the SRF program.  In the end the federal government issued the grant to the Brookside project, so we had to jump ahead in order to get everything taken care of.  
Councilman Friend:  What is the interest rate?  What is the longevity of the bonds?
Harry Lawson:  I will let Doug speak to that.
Doug Baldessari: The proposed bonds are 20 year bonds.  
President Watts:  If you would state your name.

Doug Baldessari: I am Doug Baldessari with Umbaugh Financial Advisors.  The interest rate right now is 3.37% over the life of the loan.  It is a great interest rate.  Preliminary information we are getting is that it could be even lower when you close.  Part of the timing issue is that there is a twenty- day objecting period for a bond ordinance once it is adopted, so in order to close by October 19th …that is the rush.
Councilman Friend: Do you have any other idea on the soft cost on issuing those bonds?

Doug Baldessari: The actual construction costs based on bids is about $26 million.  Three million dollars of what you might call soft cost is going to go to fund that service reserve for the bonds which is a required portion of the bond issue.  You are looking at soft costs of $2.5 million for engineering, issuance, and all of that for a $30 million project.  

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council? 

Councilwoman Mosby:  Once approved, when will we start on this project? 

Harry Lawson: We will be ready to award the contract as soon as council approves this.  We have opened bids and construction will start immediately after that.  So our next board meeting we will probably be awarding it on October 12th or 13th, the Tuesday of the month.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Okay, then how long do you think for completion of this project?

Harry Lawson:  It’s a 2 ½ year construction period.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Okay, thank you.  I have been having a lot of questions on the southeast side of when we are going to be starting some of these projects and completion dates.  I appreciate your help on this.  
Councilman Walker:  You said the southeast side.  Can you tell me exactly where you are talking about on the southeast side?
Harry Lawson: It’s in the Weinbach area, Southeast Boulevard and Brookside, so it would be south of Washington Avenue and west of Weinbach in that area…close to…

Councilman Walker: You are not going closer to Fickas Road., down in there.  I get a lot of calls and there is a lot of flooding in them…

Harry Lawson: We have a project for Fickas Road, and in that area is the Jeanette-Cass project and East Terrace.  They are two smaller projects but they are Cass, Brookside, Jeanette-Cass and Eastview Terrace.  Those are the four storm water projects that the public taskforce identified that should be done…so we will be doing that next year.

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council?

Councilwoman Bredhold:  How will rates be affected by this project?

Harry Lawson: We are looking at a 15% rate increase for sewer, so you are looking at two to three dollars per month increase.  

Councilwoman Bredhold: Do you have any way of knowing how the lawsuit from the EPA might further impact rates?

Harry Lawson: We have been negotiating…the lawsuit that we just received we had actually been in negotiations with the USEPA and the Department of Justice for almost four years and it has been a frustrating process with those folks.  The lawsuit itself, and I know there has been some coverage in the media, even without the lawsuit there are still stipulated penalties involved in a consent decree.  What we are trying to identify is actually, where is the end-point?  The actual alternatives or the projects Evansville wants to build and getting an agreement with USEPA and the Department of Justice.  Plus, the City of Evansville has spent hundreds of millions of dollars on CSO projects to date.  This Brookside project is a good example, the southeast side project, the new biological floater at the westside plant…we doubled the capacity at that plant.  One of the frustrations we have had is just getting credit for that and all the money we have spent in the past.  There are going to be additional cost.  It is going to be a lot of money that has to be spent, but we want to make sure what we do is going to be the best benefit for the money we spend.
Councilwoman Bredhold: I am sure you saw the story in the paper on Sunday that said in Jeffersonville, Indiana, their rates doubled.  Can you imagine a scenario under where we might end up in a situation like that?
Harry Lawson: I am sure over a twenty- year period is what…we will have a twenty- year period to make these improvements and over that period you will easily see that here in Evansville.  That has also been a concern.  If the USEPA and DOJ tell us you are going to spend a billion dollars to fix this and we can’t responsively agree to that with you wouldn’t be able to afford to pay sewer in Evansville and the industry wouldn’t be able to afford it.  That has been the key to this process to just…we are not in disagreement.  We know that there is a problem.  We have to fix it.  The sewer system overall is in good shape.  It is doing what it was designed to do.  It’s just that the standards have changed.  You don’t build combined sewers anymore.  You build separate sanitary and storm water.  We have 60 percent of our sewer system that is combined. 
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Evansville certainly isn’t alone in that…that is pretty common isn’t it?  In most part across the country?
Harry Lawson: No, we are not alone at all.  It’s all over the country and particularly in the Ohio Valley.

Councilwoman Bredhold: Thank you.

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone in the audience that would like to speak either for or against this petition?

Don Mosby:  I am Don Mosby.  I live at 1730 Greencastle.  You are talking about the sewers on Fickas, Riverside and Kathleen.  I have been up there since 2006 fighting that thing.  I don’t live in that neighborhood anymore but the people call me everyday and…Curt can tell you about Fickas Road.  There are nine houses that don’t even have sewers.  What you all are looking for is that you have sewage and then if that water gets much more then it runs out right there by the pumping station and then they say they can do something about the pumping station…we need the sewers…now I haven’t lived there in a while, I know that is the first thing you are going to say, I moved out that territory, but I lived out there for 50 years and we have been fighting this thing since 2007.  I don’t care what anybody says, there are nine houses that don’t have any sewers and on Riverside there are 12 houses that water backs up underneath them.  BJ’s been out there some looking at it.  I don’t want you people to come up here just because…hey I am up here.  I have been fighting this thing since 2006 and 2007.  Another thing I see in the paper, this Locust Street sewer thing…we should come before them people, and we have been fighting it up here all my life.  I moved out of the territory, I don’t live there no more, but these people called me they couldn’t get up here tonight.  They asked me if I’d say something and I said I sure would and that is the reason why I am here.  We have problems out there, they all know that.  It seems like they set us back every year and want to send us somewhere else and that is what they are doing right now.  You are getting ready to go on over to Locust, hey that’s no where close to us.  

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council?

Councilwoman Mosby:  B.J., for the record I have been working with Harry Lawson and the Neighborhood President of Fickas, Jerry Kennedy, and they are working on that and they are resolving that issue.  
Don Mosby:  Wait a minute, Bob Mullen lives on Kathleen and he ain’t got nothing about nothing.  Them people on Fickas called me today to ask me to come up here for him.  His name is Mr. Detalente, Mr. Avery, if you want to know who they are I will call them up and see if they wanted me to come up here.  That’s all I got to tell you.  Missy, you might be saying that but I have been fighting this thing for a long time…you think you’re in it but I’m the one that gets all the calls.  You saying about calls, I get them.

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council?

Councilman John: It is my understanding that the Cass project has been designed.  You are waiting for funding and it is a springtime awarding of the bid, is that correct?
Harry Lawson: All four projects have been designed now.  We just completed the engineering for the storm water projects and we are also doing the engineering for Fickas Road.  

Councilman John: What I am doing is getting you on record to say, yeah it is set for this springtime and it is designed.

Harry Lawson: Yes, it is.

President Watts: Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone else in the audience like to speak either for or against this ordinance?  Seeing none.  
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to move Ordinance 
G-2009-20 to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-16

A.S.D.             


        
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s ordinance concerning fair housing 9.99.09 (I) and 9.99.10(B)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  McGinn
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-16 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-20

FINANCE (FRIEND)  
  
     
         MOSBY                                

An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of sewage works revenue bonds of the City of Evansville, Indiana, and issuance of notes in anticipation of the issuance of bonds; prescribing the form and other details of the bonds; providing for the collection and disposition of the revenues to be derived from its sewerage system; making other provisions with respect to the operation of the system and the issuance and sale of the bonds and notes; and providing for the security and payment of the bonds and notes; other matters connected therewith, and repealing ordinances inconsistent herewith
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-20 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  McGinn
Councilwoman Bredhold: I am sorry, I have a question.  The other details of the bonds, does that include extension of the trash bond…the...the trash bin project and sort of thing?  Or, we’re not going to discuss that at all tonight?

President Watts: No.

Councilwoman Bredhold: Okay, all right.  I vote aye.

Councilman Walker: I have one other question.  What is this in the bottom that says other matters on these bonds?  What does that mean?  It says payment of bonds and other matters connected therewith.  What is that supposed to mean?
President Watts:  Is that like bond fees and engineering…engineering, architect fees, bond fees…

Councilman Walker: All right, I’ll vote yes.
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-20 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council meeting will be October 5, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  
Committee meetings will begin at 5:20 p.m.

President Watts: Next Monday, October 5, 2009, there will be three members of Council absent.  So make sure if you cannot be here to let Alberta know early in the week.  We will be hearing the Ordinance for the CDBG, ESG, HOME and the confirming tax phase-in for the Kunkel Group and the preliminary tax phase-in for Mead Johnson.  We need at least five present to have a quorum?  We have to have five or we can’t conduct business, so if something happens, let us know.  Also, we have an appointment to the Evansville Economic Redevelopment Commission.  Mr. Micken has expressed interest in that, if I could have a motion?  
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to appoint Andrew Micken to the Evansville Economic Redevelopment Board.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

Andrew Micken:  I just wanted to thank the council for this appointment.  To my knowledge I think I will be the youngest person on any of the boards and commissions, so I think this sends a really positive message to the community that young people are valued, that we do have a voice, a say and can be involved in the process.  So once again, I thank the council for their affirmation of support in me.  Thank you.

President Watts:  Before you leave, we need to get you with Alberta to sign a couple of things and she will swear you in, okay? 
Andrew Micken:  Okay.

Clerk Matlock:  I have to swear you in before you get to do all those good things.  

Councilman Adams:  Andrew?  I would hope that you would help us during this process of the arena construction to have close communication with this body in terms of where things are going, how they are being spent and so forth.

Andrew Micken:  I am actually looking forward to it.  This is a very significant time for our community with the arena project and all the things going on.  Economic development is a very important issue to our community and I am looking forward to working with this body and our community on that.

Councilman Adams:  Thank you for being willing to serve.
President Watts: Thank you,  Andrew.  Up next, we have Mr. Barnett with the DMD.
Tom Barnett: Tom Barnett with the Metropolitan Development.  I guess I am here to answer questions that you would like a run-down of our budget for code enforcement or I can tell you a bit about where we are at, or answer questions.
Councilman Adams:  At the last meeting we had a nice gentlemen get up and plead his case for more code enforcement officers.  Would you help us with that problem…delineated a little more clearly for me?  

Tom Barnett: In the past we had I believe eight code enforcement officials and then we hired three trash and debris part-timers that served during the time of year that was an issue for weeds and grass.  What we did this year, we decided that since inspectors were going out to properties that would be the appropriate time for that inspector to see if there was an issue with the structure, weeds and trash and debris.  We did away with our part-timers and increased the full-time staff from eight to ten.  We now have ten full-time inspectors.  Nine are out there all the time and one is working for us doing Front Door Pride inspections in the project area.  We also have in support of them four full-time administrative staffers, two part-time administrative help and then one seasonal person that help.  They take the phone calls, deal with liens and weed hearings and all those kinds of things.  I think one of the things that happened this year…the majority of funding from DMD comes from the CDBG funds and that accounts for 90 percent of our budget.  That has been traditionally an amount of money that in the past four to five years has been slipping downward.  Also, there are only certain areas in the city that are eligible under CDBG for our code enforcement officials. meaning that we have an entire city we are supposed to code enforce, and yet CDBG will pay for let’s say 87 percent of the city.  So we have a small portion of the city where we still have to send inspectors but we can’t use federal funds to pay for it.  That is going to be a bit of a growing problem as our CDBG funds go down where in the future we are probably going to be looking at additional funding sources.  We will have to find other ways to pay for code enforcement.  I think the good news is that this year and next year we can expect to spend about the same amount.  It has not gone down drastically.  We will be able to re-apportion funds at the end of 2009 such that the 2010 budget will be approximately the same as 2009.  We are not seeing a drastic cut for next year, but over time expect that we are going to have a growing and gathering shortfall.  We are going to have to figure out what to do with that so there will be some of those discussions to come.  Given the condition of many of the structures in the older part of Evansville, we are going to have to figure out how to deal with that because we will have lots of structures…I looked at how many, let me see if I have those numbers…this is not exact and we have to take this from the assessor’s site and make some extrapolations, these are not exact numbers but they are pretty close.  We have about 38,600 structures inside the City of Evansville, and those are residential structures and that is out of about 43,700 parcels.  That is a lot of places to inspect for 9 in-field inspectors, especially in the older parts of town.  Quite a few of those structures are in deteriorating shape.  We have problems and issues to come in the future that we are going to have to figure out and to figure how to fund them.  For now, we are seeing a drastic cut.  As I said, in 2010 we should be spending the same as 2009, but we will be having some issues that will be coming back to you to figure out ways to fund those growing gaps in the future.

Councilwoman Robinson:  What was your 2009 budget for code enforcement?
Tom Barnett: The total 2009…we are looking at spending on…we have these in a number of different places so let me go through them and then we can add them up.  The demolition budget was $230,000, we are going to have to do a reappropriation but we expect to be at $230,000 for 2010.  
Councilwoman Robinson: So you have asked for CDBG funds of $60,000…

Tom Barnett: We asked for CDBG of $60,000; there was a change in HUD that required us to look at $60,000 coming out of public service which the year before was not coming out of public service.  So we had to ask for $120,000 in 2009, we had to drop that down to $60,000 in 2010 due to some changes with HUD.  Although we only asked for $60,000 we are going to take a $60,000 from a different source to keep the funding the same for 2010.

Councilwoman Robinson: So we have a shortfall of about $170,000?

Tom Barnett: We have a shortfall of $170,000 from CDBG that we would have been able to use as public service, but we have some monies that will fall out at the end of the year that have not been spent in prior years so we will be able to be okay for 2010.

Councilwoman Robinson: Do you know what that figure will be?

Tom Barnett: No, not yet.  It is based on what didn’t get spent at the end of year.  When we start…a budget is simply a guess at the beginning of the year of what we think we might spend.  We know we are not going to spend 100 percent of what we budgeted.  We have been looking at what the spending trends are…we believe they’ll be enough to make up that shortfall for 2010.  Now in 2011 and 2012 those numbers are going to start going in the other direction and we are going to have to figure out a way to pay for them.  It is not a dire prediction for next year.  

Councilwoman Robinson: Thank you.

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone in the audience have questions?  Seeing none, moving onto miscellaneous business, Mr. Pittman.

Pat Pittman:  Pat Pitman, 320 E. Riverside Dr.  I think I just got that the trash thing is going to be postponed.  You are not going to talk about that tonight?
President Watts:  That was just first reading wasn’t it?  No, we won’t hear that.  I believe presentations will be the 12th, is that correct?  Yeah, October 12th is when we will hear that.

Pat Pittman:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Berniece Tirmenstein.

Berniece Tirmenstein:  Berniece Tirmenstein,1636 E. Blackford Avenue.  I am here to urge the leaders of our city to re-assess the validity and wisdom of constructing a new downtown arena at this time of economic downturn.  The picture has changed since the initial push for an arena.  The economic outlook has taken a turn for the worse.  Whirlpool will be leaving June of next year and leaving 1,100 people without a job and maybe it will affect another 300 if those jobs go to other cities.  Tax revenues will be lower.  One of the three sources of funding for the arena is the food and beverage tax.  Unemployed people as well as the general public will not be eating out as often.  A survey made of restaurants here reveals fewer people are eating out.  Attendance to events at the arena will be down as people are compelled to choose between the essentials and the frills.  There will be a refund of the 2009 local homestead credits and reinstatement of it for 2010.  Demands from the Environmental Protection Agency involving the Justice Department and Indiana Department of Indiana Environmental Management, IDEM, will force us to comply with standards of the Clean Water Act in a timely fashion that involves us economically and environmentally.  The Justice Department is involved since it involves interstate water discharge where there is a problem with a combined sanitary and storm sewers.  There can be no backing out.  They have to address it as it was said before.  The statements were made to me by IDEM November 30, 2006, as I talked with Sidney Wagoner, Section Chief of the Storm Water.  During the downpour of September 12, 2006, some neighbors two blocks down in my vicinity and the vicinity of intersection Southeast Boulevard and Blackford Avenue saw rats coming up in the commodes.  Another neighbor saw raw sewage come into her basement.  The owner of the house at 1721 Southeast Boulevard had seven feet of water in his basement.  A house at 1412 Brookside Drive is moving forward and mortar is coming loose that has been confirmed by an inspector.  Yet, when the master plan was drawn and presented some residents in our area realized that we were not included as an area that was having problems.  So some citizens from the University South Neighborhood Association attended meetings and wrote letters.  I wrote letters to the City Engineer telling about what all had happened in the last 15 years.  This is why I urge people to get out and voice their opinion and tell their leaders what is happening.  We would not have even been included in the master plan and as you know the Brookside Drive project right now is one of the one’s that is in most dire need of…maybe this was mentioned before in talking with Mr. Gerard from the city recently, I was told the Brookside Drive project would be addressed first since the problem is the worst and the need is the greatest.  I asked him how it would be funded and if stimulus money was involved.  The answer at that time was $3.1 million from the stimulus which has to be used by the end of this year.  I asked what the total cost is, and the answer given was $25 million.  I asked then, how will the remainder $22 million be funded.  The answer was a low interest loan from the state.  I was told there are three other projects in our area that would be addressed.  We are affected but think of all the other residents who are being affecting, and the people on the southeast side south of me have had this problem for years.  Now to add to more financial woes, the city is being sued for noncompliance of the Clean Water Act.  If the city loses another big financial drain.  An article that appeared August 19, 1995 in the Evansville Courier & Press…I had a conversation with Herb Butler who was then the City Engineer.  He said if Evansville had to have a separate storm sewer, it would cost hundreds of millions of dollars and that we know.  He said that the combination sewers are common in the older sections of the city that includes most of the city’s westside and areas bounded by Diamond Avenue to the north and Vann Avenue to the east.  At the last city council meeting when questioned, Mr. Kish said there would be additional expense in getting additional parking.  Many people said you would have a problem with parking and now he is saying we need more money for additional parking.  He also said there might be additional costs in engineering and he said, I quote, “maybe unknown expenditures in the cost of building.”  What about the antique sewer system in that section?  He also said the costs would not cover the cost of the bond issuance.  We had a core sample of the soil to determine the depth and strength of the foundation that would affect the costs.  To me this is putting the cart before the horse.  It’s time to concentrate on our infrastructure in the city.  You asked those people who had rats coming up in their commode and the raw sewage in the basement, which has more priority the sewers, addressing the infrastructure in our city, or a new arena?  Thank you.

President Watts:  Mr. Sandefur. 

Mike Sandefur: My name is Mike Sandefur and I am a resident of Vanderburgh County.  That is a difficult act to follow right there.  I have a degree in Natural Resources and Environmental Protection and I am the former Director of Environmental Affairs for SIGECO/Vectren.  I worked extensively with the EPA and IDEM for ten years in that role.  For this administration to say that this came out of nowhere after years, years, and years of violations is irresponsible if not an insult to the citizens.  I don’t think that is the biggest insult.  I think a bigger insult is when we placed the safety of our citizens and our children, who have to wade through sewage sometimes to get into their house, who have sewage bubbling up in their commodes and we place a politically motivated project above their safety.  I find that also irresponsible.  I don’t see it as all bad news because I really can’t imagine a financial institution irresponsible enough to support the bonds for this arena project knowing the expenses we have to encounter in the future to fix this problem and also the fact this thing could go out of control, as Miss Wendy said here. I will say I’ll give you two recommendations…fix the sewers and flush the arena.  
President Watts:  Any members of council?

Councilwoman Bredhold: Mr. President…I do have a…I do have a question, members of the organization I believe that those who spoke tonight are members of have…have probably shown up for as many of the public meetings on the stadium as just about anyone.  So, you have heard the discussion over, over and over of the fact that if there were no stadium, the money that is being used for the stadium couldn’t be used for sewers.  Because you have heard that, you have heard it again and again, I guess my question is why is it that you don’t find that convincing when you continue to repeat that that could be used for sewers, why is it that that message isn’t…isn’t acceptable to you?

Mike Sandefur: I guess right now we are looking at one of the most economic hardships we have had since World War II, and people are losing their jobs, they are doing without heat and cooling.  They are doing without many of the necessities that they need and this tax which is going to occur because of the arena is going to be a burden on everybody.  It doesn’t matter what pocket you get my money out of, it is still coming out of my pocket.  So if you take the arena money out of my right pocket, it doesn’t matter my left pocket suffers just as bad and that is what we are seeing here.  There is times that we need to control our spending, and we don’t need a politically motivated project all the time.  Sometimes we just need to hunker down and try to survive the economic crisis.  
Councilwoman Bredhold: Sir…sir, what are you referring to as the tax that you wouldn’t have been paying in…in any case?  Are you talking about money that you would spend at the casino or taxes that you would be paying in any case on food and beverage?
Mike Sandefur: Well, food and beverage is just one of them.  When people have to make these decisions, when they have to start paying for the sewer, guess what, they are going to quit going out to eat as much.  Every time you take money out of our pocket it suffers, someone suffers.  Taxes are the equivalent of economic slavery and we have paid enough already and we want the government to quit spending as much, and when they do spend it, we want it to be for something essential like the sewer project.  
President Watts:  Anyone else that would like to speak under miscellaneous business?  

Jim Braker:    Jim Braker.  I live in Evansville, Indiana.  We the citizens of Evansville are disappointed learning that you have not held the mayor accountable for knowingly and illegally dumping millions of gallons of sewage into our drinking water, the source the Ohio River.  As you know this will have a long term affect, not only on our public health and recreational activities, but also this irresponsible act shall cost us taxpayers.  We will have to pay for it.  There will be future rate increases for this sewage.  These rate increases will deter our future corporations from expanding in Vanderburgh County.  Because of this irresponsible act, we are being sued by the EPA and IDEM.  Once again this exhibits the mayor’s lack of good judgment and the council’s lack of concern for the people they represent.  It is reprehensible that this council did not advise the mayor to fully correct our sewer problems before even considering an arena.  This should have been done…you guys should have said no. We need to correct this problem first, and then let’s build an arena.  Let’s take care of the citizens first that you represent.  You have been derelict in your duty to the citizens of Evansville and we the people of Evansville shall hold you accountable in upcoming elections.  This council has once again breached the public trust just as it did with the homestead credit boondoggle.  What is amazing is that you sit here time and again approving whatever the mayor requests.  Have a good day, thank you.
President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  Anyone else that would like to speak under miscellaneous?
Sally Herron:  Sally Herron, 403 Christ Rd.  I was actually going to speak on the same subject, but I decided that why is it when you all don’t do your job that you want to blame our group and the other citizens of Evansville and Vanderburgh County that come here to do your job for you?  Why is it that you never give us any answers, but you just turn and look at each other and you expect because we are an organized group that says you know that we are tired of this…we are tired that you don’t do your job, you don’t, you don’t, you don’t, you, you, you, you, you, you, you and you don’t do your job.  So therefore, we are bad because we come here and expect you to do what is in your job description.  So if you are not going to do that job…if I was working somewhere and I didn’t do what was in my job description they would either say resign or you’re going to be fired.  So if you are not going to do what’s in your job description why don’t you resign?  You aren’t so far…you aren’t holding the mayor accountable, but you are holding the citizens accountable when we complain.  Now if you want to talk to me Miss Bredhold, you can ask me a question because I am in that group that hold you accountable.  We are going to continue to hold you accountable until the end of time or until you start doing your job.  

\

Councilwoman Bredhold: Ma`am, I applaud civic engagement and I encourage you to continue to attend meetings.

Sally Herron:  Then you shouldn’t criticize it.

Councilwoman Bredhold: I wasn’t criticizing. I encourage it. Thank you. 

Sally Herron:  Well, I think you were.  Thank you.
President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Seeing none.
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President Watts:  If you would state your name and address for the record.

Kristy Baker:  My name is Kristy Baker and I live at 1201 SE 2nd St.  I am the Vice-President of the Culver Neighborhood Association and I came to the meeting with the understanding that the ordinance F-2009-13 was going to be discussed.  Is there a reason it was delayed or did I misunderstand the agenda?

Councilman Adams: Well it was a First Reading today.

President Watts:  That’s right.  We will discuss it on the 12th.  

Kristy Baker:  Okay.  At the beginning of the meeting did I not here Alberta say it was suspended and you would have First, Second and Third Reading tonight?  

President Watts:  That was on 20.

Sally Herron:  On just 20, thank you for the clarification.  

President Watts:  It is set for 5:00 p.m. on next Monday the 12th at five o’clock…its two weeks I apologize.

Sally Herron:  It’s two weeks from now.  Is there any possibility that it could be at 5:15 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.?  There is high citizen interest in this particular item and many people are employed until 5:00 and are not able to get here until 5:15 p.m. or 5:30 p.m.

President Watts:  We have already set an advertisement for 5:00 p.m.  We will hold that one right before the meeting so for those running late they will have time to come into speak.  
Sally Herron:  Is there anyway to address questions to the Public Works Committee that is dealing with this prior to that meeting?  There are a number of questions that have arisen in my neighborhood and it is difficult to respond to citizens when you don’t have information, and the information you do have is in the Courier & Press, and it is sometimes not within the correct context and there are a number of questions that I have been asked.

President Watts:  Any questions they don’t answer you can give those to Madam Clerk and she can e-mail them out to all of us.

Sally Herron:  Is it possible to get those in writing? 

President Watts:  The e-mails?

Sally Herron:  Yeah, people tend to forget what was said when it was verbal.  When it is in writing and you ask the questions and get the answers then you can address the questions or do the research that you need to.  Citizens are often put in the position of not having adequate information or research on items and we come to meetings in order to participate in government and you take votes, but we don’t have background…we don’t have all the information and that is all I am asking.

President Watts:  You can get with Madam Clerk in an e-mail format and she will get it out to all of us and then we can reply to you as well.

Sally Herron:  I certainly will.  I have nine questions I came prepared to ask tonight.  I will send them to her.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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