
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 9, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 9, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman John.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the November 9, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Samantha Laszlo
Jessica Rogers
Kelly Featherstone
Mallory Hardesty
Jaci Turner



COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Jeremy King is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held November 2, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR NOVEMBER 6TH PACKET:

*Agenda for the November 9, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Ordinances F-2009-15 and F-2009-16.

*Resolutions C-2009-31 and C-2009-32.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2009-12, R-2009-13, R-2009-14, and R-2009-15.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2009-6 as amended and R-2009-11 as amended.

*Area Plan Commission Staff Reports and Minutes from October 8, 2009 Meeting.

*2010 Schedule of Holidays recognized by the City of Evansville.

*A letter from Krista Lockyear regarding Ordinances G-2009-22 and G-2009-23.

*A News Release: 2010 Evansville Living Downtown Idea Home to be Announced.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*EPA Particulate Alert.

*Local 357 Advisory Committee Selections.

*Notice of the next Traveling City Hall Meeting.

*Media Release: Jaguar Cubs Born at AMAZONIA, Forest of Riches.

*City Council Meeting Minutes dated November 2, 2009.

*Comment from Barb Gaisser regarding Civic Center Security.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 

President Watts:  With that we are going to defer from our regular docket and move to one of our Resolution Dockets.  We have the Bearcats with us tonight and I am assuming you guys do not want to set through the whole meeting.  So we will go ahead and bring you guys on up now.  If you want to stay we will wait, but if not please come up.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-31(DOCKET)




SPONSOR: WATTS


A Resolution in Honor of the Ohio River Bearcats

President Watts:
 A RESOLUTION IN HONOR

OF THE OHIO RIVER BEARCATS

WHEREAS, the Ohio River Bearcats are an Evansville-based semi-pro football team, in their second season of existence; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio River Bearcats are the 2009 Midwest Football League South Division Champions, 2009 Midwest Football League Champions, and have compiled a 13-0 regular season record; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio River Bearcats have been ranked as high as # 7 in the Nation according to Semi-Pro Football BCS Rankings; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio River Bearcats have been invited to play in the AA Semi-Pro Football National Championship Game against the Mid Ohio Jets on Sunday, January 17, 2010 in Homestead Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio River Bearcats are a not-for-profit organization that contributes quality family entertainment to the Evansville metropolitan area, and provides an opportunity for local young men and women to continue football careers and involvement with a local Semi-Pro Football Team; and

WHEREAS, the Evansville City Council wishes to recognize the achievements of the Ohio River Bearcats football team, organization, head coach Jason Rucker and staff, and all those involved with the organization.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Evansville City Council that

1.
The Evansville City Council hereby recognizes and honors the Ohio River Bearcats semi-pro football team, its head coach Jason Rucker and staff, and the organization and its members, for its accomplishments and contributions to the greater Evansville area.

2.
A copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Ohio River Bearcats.

This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the City Council and signing by the Mayor.
President Watts:  Gentleman job well done.  Being a sports guy I am excited and its something to finish well here but to represent us nationally is something you guys all should certainly be proud of; so job well done. Are there any questions or comments by members of council?  Councilwoman Mosby.
Councilwoman Mosby:  Hi, I just want to congratulate every one of you, you do a great job to represent our community.  Correct me if I am wrong, are you not having some fundraisers to try to help fund your opportunity to Florida?

Jack Shepard:  Yes, on December 5th we are having at the Local Labor Temple on Fulton Avenue and tickets for those will be sold for $20 a piece and that will include the dinner and dance.  The doors open at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m., and it will go until around midnight.  Also, this Saturday at the McDonald’s on First Avenue we are having an all you can eat pancake breakfast.  Tickets for those will be sold for $3, and that runs from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.    

Councilwoman Mosby:  Great, and who can we contact?

Jack Shepard:  Jake Newman with the Ohio River Bearcats, you can go to ohioriverbearcats.com, and Darrel Southwell right here.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  I think you are on Facebook too, aren’t you?

Jack Shepard:  Yeah, we will be on Facebook and ohioriverbearcats.com will have all the phone numbers and information, and we also have some flyers out.  This is all fundraising to help us pay to go to Florida so we can represent the City of Evansville.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  We wish you the best of luck.
Jack Shepard:  Thank you very much.  
President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Comments, anybody else?  
James Oglesby:  James Oglesby.  We are semi-pro, we do not get paid to do this and we are out here just to have fun.  Some of us have college experience and some others don’t, so we are just out here to have fun and we appreciate the City of Evansville’s support on this.  
President Watts:  Thank you guys.  Good luck on the 17th.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-31.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-31 is hereby declared adopted.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-16

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfers of appropriations, additional appropriations and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for the Evansville Vanderburgh County Levee Authority

ORDINANCE R-2009-12

TO APC    
         
   

  
  M-3 TO R-1

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 1601 Fountain Avenue, Evansville, Indiana 47710

Petitioner:

Donald W. Shockley and Barbara R. Shockley

Owner:


Same
Representative:
Thomas P. Norton (Johnson, Carroll, Norton, Kent, & Straus)

District:

B. J. Watts, Ward 6

ORDINANCE R-2009-13

TO APC    
         
   
 
  M-1 & C-4 TO M-2

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 1301 W Lloyd Expressway, Evansville, Indiana 

Petitioner:

John F. Rogers

Owner:


Old Evansville Brewery Development LLC
Representative:
Morley & Associates, Inc.

District:

B. J. Watts, Ward 6

ORDINANCE R-2009-14

TO APC    
         
   
   
   C-4 & M-2 TO R-2

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 1813, 1821, and 1905 Shadewood Avenue 

Petitioner:

Habitat of Evansville

Owner:


Lori Reed
Representative:
Bernardin Lochmueller & Associates

District:

Connie Robinson, Ward 4

ORDINANCE R-2009-15

TO APC    
         
   

   
   R-2 TO C-4

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 1143, 1145 and 1147 Adams Avenue 

Petitioner:

Stanley A. Wheeler

Owner:


James Paul Sutton
Representative:
Dolyn L. Neiswinger

District:

Connie Robinson, Ward 4

Councilman Walker moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2009-10

FROM APC    
         
   
   R-2 TO C-2

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 321, 319, 317 E. Delaware Street

Petitioner:

Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty

Owner:


Theresa Pruitt

Representative:
Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty

District:

Wendy Bredhold, Ward 3

This petition goes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 10 affirmative votes.

Is there a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances 

and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report?

Councilman _____________ moved and Councilman _______________ seconded the 

motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to 

accept the Area Plan Commission Report. ____  Voice vote.  ____  So ordered.  

Council now stands at Third Reading of Zoning Ordinances, which is final action.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2009-10

FROM APC    
         
   
   R-2 TO C-2

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 321, 319, 317 E. Delaware Street

Petitioner:

Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty

Theresa Pruitt:  My name is Theresa Pruitt, along with my sister-in-law Debra Murty.  We are the property at 317, 319, and 321 E. Delaware.  We are here to request rezoning of these properties which is currently zoned as R-2 to C-2 zoning in hopes of opening an antique shop at this location.  We purchased this property in the summer of 2003 and have used it until this point as storage for antiques.  We have maintained the building and all the utilities since purchasing.  Beginning in February of this year we started making needed repairs to the building and to date we have made approximately $10,000 in repairs to include upgraded 200 AMP electrical service, new commercial grade guttering and downspouts, replaced broken plate-glass windows in the front, drywall repairs, total general cleaning of the interior with total painting, application of roof sealant, and plumbing repairs to make the toilet and sinks operable.  We have a plan of continuation of these repairs to upgrade as our budget allows.  These plans include exterior painting, landscape and tree removal, possible heating upgrades, and a full commercial insurance with Torrie and Hoffman.  We plan on opening this shop approximately one to two days a week, or by chance until we both reach retirement age in approximately four years.  
President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  Councilwoman Bredhold.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Well, I would just like to add that Governor is a major thoroughfare from the north side to downtown Evansville and a lot of people drive down this street all the time. It will be nice to see a business back in that storefront rather than a boarded up building. 

Councilwoman Mosby:   I do have a question, where will the parking be for this? 

Theresa Pruitt:  We have three parking spots along Delaware Street.  We own the three at 317, 319, and 321 and there is one parking spot associated with each.  We have two paved off-street parking, and I am not sure if you consider Governor as parking or not, but we have 127 feet on Governor Street.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  Okay, thank you.  

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?

Councilman Walker:  What did you say that you were going to put in there?

Theresa Pruitt:  An antique shop.

Councilman John:  I have noticed recently in most zonings, and I think that would bear out with Janet, that most people are not including a use and development commitment because of the wide variety of uses in that large zoning classification.  Have you considered doing that?  

Theresa Pruitt:  I really didn’t know my options.  I just assumed that I had to go with a C-4.  

Councilman John:  Janet, is there any additional costs to do that?  

Janet Greenwell:  There is an additional cost unless the fees are waived to file an amendment, we can waive the fees to allow an amendment if our board…our Plan Commission has waived the fees occasionally.  There is a slight change in the amount to record and publish it also.  Publishing fees lately have been ridiculously large but I understand that Blaine Oliver, our Deputy Director, has talked with the people at the Courier and I am not sure if he has talked with Alberta, but I understand that they have been giving some bad estimates and that they are going to do redo their estimates so that what they are telling people it is going to cost to publish these zonings ordinances has been double or triple.  We have complained about it and they supposedly are lowering it.  I don’t know how much Ms. Pruitt has put up, but there is a difference.  There is a slightly larger fee to record the Section Four paragraph that says there is a use and development commitment.   
Theresa Pruitt: It was approximately $900.  
Janet Greenwell:  Then it is probably going to be close to the same because I think her fee probably larger than it should have been.  

Councilman John:  Now the advertising fee is the most expensive, is that correct?
Janet Greenwell:  Absolutely.

Councilman John:  Would that have to be re-advertised?  Is that a fee that would…

Janet Greenwell:  He would re-advertise it through…if it comes back to Plan Commission it would be included in our agenda.  We don’t charge for that.  It is included in the filing fee.  The additional fees will go directly to the Courier to publish the ordinance once it is approved.  Those are not fees that we have any control over.  

Councilman John:  Do you have a rough estimate of what that would be?  Let’s say if our fees were waived, what would it be?

Janet Greenwell:  If our fees were waived to amend it then I really couldn’t say because I have a feeling and don’t know for a fact that maybe she was estimated to high.  There was a period when they were coming in at an outrageous cost and typically they were a lot higher than what we had been seeing.  Blaine Oliver, who talked to them and they said there was a glitch in their computer that figured the costs so that they may re-evaluate some of the ones filed in the last month or two.  

Councilman John:  So she may be getting a refund?

Janet Greenwell:  Well, I don’t know.

Councilman John:  That would be good.  

Janet Greenwell:  I don’t know.

Councilman John:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Seeing none.  Anyone in the audience that would like to speak either for or against this petition?

Annalisa Froschl:  Annalisa Froschl and I live at 320 E. Delaware.  In regards to 321, 319 and 317 E. Delaware rezoning for the C-2, I am against that because once it is zoned C-2 we all know that they can put in anything.  If the antique shop doesn’t make it, it can be a pool haul it can be anything but a night club because it is next to a school.  I am not against the antique shop if that is all they can put in, I don’t mind that at all.  I fixed up my house and that is going to be a lot of traffic and everything, there is not hardly any parking now.  I am not talking about Governor, this is Delaware, it’s all R-2.  I am not for a C-2.  

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?
Councilwoman Bredhold: Councilman John, you suggested perhaps she could get a use and development would she be able to specify that then in that case it would just be an antique store?

Councilman John:  She could do that or she could put several other uses in there and I think what the remonstrator is talking about is what she passed out to us tonight was the variety of uses.  I think there are 110 different uses in that category?  I was right, well thank you.  That is the concern that the neighbor has and there are some commercial buildings around there, I think there is a pizza place and some other things but it is primarily residential as your report from Area Plan says.  

Annalisa Froschl:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Is the use and development commitment…obviously we would encourage them to waive the fees, is that something you can look at going back and…

Theresa Pruitt:  Possibly, I am not aware…

President Watts:  Speaking for myself alone I’ll be much more comfortable with that.  A blanket of C-2 really opens a can of worms, whereas what you are doing and what you do are major different things.

Theresa Pruitt:  Yeah, I had no idea…

President Watts:  It’s confusing, don’t…you are not unique.  

Theresa Pruitt:  Maybe I should have gotten some representation or something to guide me which way to go.  At this point I thought C-2 was what I needed to do.  I understand her concerns and I have no plans to sell the property.  I have been in the antique business for many years.  I have been a 23 year postal employee and I plan on retiring in four years and that is my retirement, you know it’s paid for and it’s not going anywhere, but I understand her concerns.

President Watts:  Is that something you are willing to do?  

Theresa Pruitt:  Sure.

President Watts:  Can you maybe get with her and let her know how to handle that and walk you through it and certainly we encourage them to waive all the fees that we can on our side.  John, how do we…

John Hamilton:  There needs to be a motion…

Councilman John:  I make a motion that we allow her to return to the Area Plan with that use and development.  

President Watts:  Do you understand that it will be 30 days again, or will it be 60 days?  I want you to know what is going to happen from here when you leave and what your steps are going to be and how…sure…

Theresa Pruitt:  Sure, I don’t understand all the steps in that.

Councilman John:  With the way it has transpired today it doesn’t sound like time is of the essence where you are opening next week or the next month.  You will be able to continue to do the things you have been doing for the past three years until…

Janet Greenwell:  I would ask for you to send it back for a use and development and that way the 90 days won’t kick in if they are not ready to go forward.  Yeah, vote to send it back.

President Watts:  So Councilman John has made a motion that we send this back to the Area Plan Commission.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to send this Rezoning Ordinance R-2009-10 back to the Area Plan Commission for a use and development.  

Voice vote.  So ordered.

Councilman John:  If you have any questions I would be happy to help you.

Theresa Pruitt:  Yes, I really don’t understand the use and development part of it but hopefully somebody can explain it.

President Watts:  I would encourage you to get with the neighbors. I know there were some concerns.  Once you get that ironed out maybe let them have a look at it and make sure everything is…

Theresa Pruitt:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Thank you very much.  

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-22

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (bounded by Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Walnut Street, S.E. 6th Street, and Main Street)

ORDINANCE G-2009-23

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (Northeastern 18 feet of 6th Street adjacent to and between Blocks 37 and 38)

RESOLUTION C-2009-27

FINANCE   
                                                        FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville confirming the declaration of an economic revitalization area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of property and for the acquisition and installation of new manufacturing equipment (Mead Johnson Nutritionals)

RESOLUTION C-2009-28 as amended
FINANCE                                                  FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville ratifying the 2010-2014 Consolidated Housing & Community Development Plan and the 2010 Annual Action Plan

RESOLUTION C-2009-30

FINANCE



      
        FRIEND
A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an Agreement between the City of Evansville and Fraternal Order of Police Evansville Lodge No. 73 Inc., January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Resolutions C-2009-27, C-2009-28 as amended and C-2009-30 and they all come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Councilman Adams:  Ordinances G-2009-22 and G-2009-23 have been held in committee until November 16, 2009 at 5:25 p.m.

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  
Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-27

FINANCE   
                                                        FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville confirming the declaration of an economic revitalization area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of property and for the acquisition and installation of new manufacturing equipment (Mead Johnson Nutritionals)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2009-27 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  Mosby, Robinson, Friend, John, Watts.

Nays: 
McGinn, Bredhold, Adams, Walker.
President Watts:  I welcome high paying jobs and business growth in this climate.  I certainly appreciate the fact that you have chosen Evansville to do that, and with that I will vote aye.
There being five (5) ayes and four (4) nays, Resolution C-2009-27 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-28 as amended
FINANCE   
                                            FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville ratifying the 2010-2014 Consolidated Housing & Community Development Plan and the 2010 Annual Action Plan

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2009-28 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-28 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-30

FINANCE



      
        FRIEND
A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an Agreement between the City of Evansville and Fraternal Order of Police Evansville Lodge No. 73 Inc., January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2009-30 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-30 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-32 as amended (DOCKET)


SPONSOR: WATTS

A Resolution in Support of the Civic Center Security Plan
President Watts:  With this we met last week and Sheriff Williams asked to hear from Council.  Obviously with the discussion Councilman Adams had talked about his concerns and was going to do a resolution.  This kind of puts it all on the table.  I think they answered a lot of questions and I brought this to it and I would like to send this to the County Commissioners and the County Council with Council’s blessing, and with that I will read the resolution.

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT

OF THE CIVIC CENTER SECURITY PLAN
WHEREAS, the City Council is concerned about enhancing the security at the Civic Center Building for both employees and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, an ad-hoc Committee led by the Vanderburgh County Sheriff and the Evansville Chief of Police has developed a proposed security plan for the Civic Center Administration Building; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received extensive information and details of the proposed security plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council supports the security plan that has been recommended by the Security Committee and which has been presented and recommended by Vanderburgh County Sheriff, Eric Williams and Evansville Chief of Police, Brad Hill.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Evansville City Council as follows:

1.
The Evansville City Council supports the Security Plan as drafted by the Security Committee and as recommended by Vanderburgh County Sheriff, Eric Williams and Evansville Chief of Police, Brad Hill, and recommends its immediate implementation.

2.
A copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Vanderburgh County Sheriff, Evansville Chief of Police, and the Evansville Vanderburgh County Building Authority.

This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the City Council and signing by the Mayor.

President Watts:  Any other questions or comments?  Councilwoman Mosby.

Councilwoman Mosby:  I just again want to reiterate Sheriff Williams did do a wonderful job of explaining this to us and I welcome it and fully support this.  

President Watts:  Thank you.  Councilwoman Bredhold.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Well, I also support Sheriff Williams’ plan, but I would say that I must be missing some e-mail, because I understand that Councilman McGinn received this resolution and the Bearcats resolution by e-mail and I don’t think that I received either one of these.

John Hamilton:  I thought for sure that I e-mailed it to all members of council.  Are you the only one that did not get it?  When I filed it I e-mailed it to everyone.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I guess it’s possible that I missed it.  

President Watts:  John said that it came up in his junk mail so you may want to check and make sure.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay.

Councilman Adams:  I would like to make a comment.  I am intrigued by this communication from Barbara Gaisser in which she talks about a random process by which the Civic Center employees can use their ID badges, but also randomly would have to go through the screening process.  Those of us that have gone to Cancun they have this red light as you come out of the airport and randomly people are picked by a red light to be searched.  Mr. Hamilton, can I add an amendment to this particular resolution?
John Hamilton:  You can make a motion to amend it or you can send an independent recommendation to the Sheriff and committee.

Councilman Adams:  I make a motion to amend this in which we would suggest the Civic Center employees using their ID Badge would be randomly selected to go through the screening process so the impression to the city employees would be that they were randomly under the process of scanning.  

Councilman John:  Would you make it a motion where this is forwarded to the Sheriff to review for his recommendation of implementation?  

Councilman Adams:  Well, I am just putting an amendment to the resolution.  The resolution is obviously going to go to the Mayor and it also would go to our confreres in the county so I would like it to be a part of this particular resolution.

President Watts:  Do we have any idea of what it would take to implement that?

Councilman Adams:  Well, it depends on how random, if you do 1 in 100 it would not make much difference.  If you allow the random person to go through the head of the line because they are right there showing their ID they would not be in the back of the line in the rain, of course we all wouldn’t be standing in the rain because you would probably come 15 minutes early and flex it anyway.  I think this is a modest proposal I think it can be done and it can be done well.  I apologize to you but I just got this tonight, and I think it is a great idea.  I applaud Mrs. Gaisser ingenuity.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I have a question Councilman Adams.  I was under the impression that your original concern was that everyone be checked?

Councilman Adams:  It still is.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Fewer people would go through security under a random system.

Councilman Adams:  That is correct, but they all would have the threat of that.  All the employees would know that they were going to have to come through and be…I think it’s a…I mean in light of the two tragedies we had this week…I know there is this feeling that it can’t happen here and you feel…I think it can happen here.  I still think that this letter does at least take a step to what I think would be actual safety and I think it’s a good idea.  If you don’t, then don’t second it.

Councilman John:  Oh I think it is a good idea, but I think it’s a good idea for him to review to see if it fits into the program.  I don’t profess to be a security expert and I would hope that they are.  That’s what they are supposed to do.  It definitely should be brought to their attention because, like you, it sounds very reasonable to me.  

Councilman Adams:  I don’t see it as any problem of putting it into the resolution.  It doesn’t bind him to do it.  It also sends a message to our confreres in the County that they need to seriously consider it.  

Councilman McGinn: Sheriff Williams said that this is a work in progress.  I mean none of us know whether or not he is going to do this anyhow.  I don’t know the mechanics of changing a resolution and since it’s not binding anyhow I think it’s a good idea too and I would like to make sure the chief and sheriff knew about it in the off chance that they had not thought about it themselves.  If we could vote on the resolution with an attachment to be…
President Watts:  If we will take 30 seconds here, it won’t take John long at all just to draft, amend that and then we will have to adopt it as amended.  
John Hamilton:  You could just add a third line and say a copy of a letter received by Council shall be…to the sheriff or committee for its consideration.

President Watts:  There is a motion by Councilman Adams to attach the letter.

Councilman Adams moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to attach the letter from Barbara Gaisser to Resolution C-2009-32.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
Councilman Adams:  I mean it could be as random as one in a 100.  

President Watts:  Sure.  Now we will have to vote on Resolution C-2009-32 and it will be as amended.  Alberta, you can get that.

John Hamilton:  I will provide you a clean amended copy tomorrow.

President Watts:  He will get you a clean copy with that. 
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2009-32 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, John, Walker, Watts.

Nays:
Adams

Councilman McGinn:  Yes, I want to rely on the safety experts and that is the Chief of Police and Sheriff Williams to do what they think is best and so I vote yes to support their plan.

Councilwoman Mosby:  I too would like to rely on the experts on this and would like them to take that into consideration, but
Councilman Adams:  I too would like to rely on the experts if any of you have done a web search of this particular subject, violence in the workplace and with what has gone on this week I will vote nay as I am being asked to by my constituency.  
There being eight (8) ayes and one (1) nay, Resolution C-2009-32 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, November 16, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings will begin at 5:15 p.m.
President Watts:  Anything else under Miscellaneous Business?  Once, twice with that committee reports.  Shawn, welcome.

Shawn Oglesby:  I had some questions.  First of all, last Monday I was under the impression that I was to get information to Alberta on Wednesday by noon about our committee.  I wanted to know who exactly picked the committee and how it was done.
President Watts:  Well I spoke with you about four or five times on the phone over the weekend…

Shawn Oglesby:  Yeah, but I am still not clear as to…

President Watts:  …and I spoke with Chief Jarboe and we talked with professional facilitators and their recommendation was no more than six or eight to make sure the committee flows.  I took recommendations from you as well as Chief Jarboe and we appointed um…

Shawn Oglesby:  Well what recommendations did I give you B.J.?

President Watts:  Yourself, is it Dan Brown I believe.

Shawn Oglesby:  Was that not after the fact the committee was already given to the press?

President Watts:  …and Charlene Braker; we spoke on the phone.  
Shawn Oglesby:  That was not my choice.  I have got a…

President Watts:  You asked this council to appoint a committee and that’s what I did.

Shawn Oglesby:  Yes and I appreciate that, but I am questioning how it came about the people that is on the committee.  

President Watts:  I spoke with you, members of council and Chief Jarboe and I was under the impression that you were happy with the committee as well as Chief Jarboe and that the discussion was about to commence.

Shawn Oglesby:  I am not really happy with the committee because I did submit my list of picks by noon Wednesday.  The only one I see on it besides myself is Dan Brown and also…

President Watts:  …and Wendy Bredhold.  That is three of the eight members.
Shawn Oglesby:  So I get three of the eight and that’s it?  Okay, in our discussions B.J. you informed me that we needed to have all information back to this council by December 15th?

President Watts:   That was the goal.

Shawn Oglesby:  Is that correct?

President Watts:  Yes sir.

Shawn Oglesby:  What is the big rush on that?  Why are we pressed…

President Watts:  There are so many things that affects next year’s budget.  If changes are going to be implemented, we need to know that by the first of the year and we will only have one meeting left after December 15th.  

Shawn Oglesby:  Okay, I am not clear as to how this may affect the budget for next year.

President Watts:  If there are changes made that have financial backing to them I mean that will…we will have to act accordingly.

Shawn Oglesby:  So if we don’t move any, there is not going to be any changes made, but if we do move these two fire stations, you are going to need to make changes to the budget.  Is that my understanding of this?

President Watts:  No, again I am sorry…say it again please.

Shawn Oglesby:  Well, you are basically saying that our actions might require action on the city budget for 2010?

President Watts:  Yes.

Shawn Oglesby:  Okay, so am I to understand then since we have budgeted for 14 fire stations that if we do not move these two stations the budget won’t need to be changed?

President Watts:  No, it would not.

Shawn Oglesby:  It would not.

President Watts:  No.

Shawn Oglesby:  If we do move the two stations then you will have to make some adjustments to the city budget?

President Watts:  Well, if they do move there is a savings.  So that would not require us to do anything.  We can’t add money to a line item, we can only reduce it.
Shawn Oglesby:  Is this not savings that would be directly saved within the Fire Departments budget B.J.?

Councilman John:  Yes it would and you would be able to transfer, if there is savings, into other areas such as equipment or improvements to hose houses if something like that is necessary.
Shawn Oglesby:  Okay, well you know I have been thinking about this quite a bit and the way you put it to me was basically we have so many people for it and so many people against.  I was under the impression that we were going to have an open-minded committee to do fact-finding sessions and bring back the facts to this council.  It sounds like we are already at odds and I am trying to sway one my way and they are trying to sway one theirs’.  It doesn’t sound like a fair and open-minded committee.  

President Watts:  I think that is kind of the point of the facilitator we have on the Aquatics Task Force to drive the discussion.  
Shawn Oglesby:  Do we know who the facilitator at this point?

President Watts:  They have talked to I believe…there is three or four professional facilitators in Evansville, two at U of E and two at USI, and they are in conversations with all of them and nothing is finalized as of today.

Shawn Oglesby:  As of today.

President Watts:  I did ask them that once that was finalized to make sure they got with our representatives as well as you, everyone on the board and the Chief and let them know who that was and have a meeting time set. 

Councilman Adams:  Time out.  I don’t get this.  I have never heard of a facilitator said that eight is the magic number for anything.  In fact. it is usually an odd number.   I don’t remember us talking about that we were going to have a small select eight people.  I sent you an e-mail saying that I would be glad to be on it and I think any council member in this room ought to be able to be on that committee.  
President Watts:  Well they are public meetings so any council member…

Councilman Adams:  That’s not the same thing at all.

Councilman Walker:  May I interject?

Councilman Adams:  I think every person representing the people ought to be on this committee.  The magic number of eight I think is ridiculous.  

President Watts:  The point of this committee is to make recommendations to this council and if the council has all the appointments there is no since in having a committee.  

Councilman Adams:  I represent this entire city, I am at-large, and there is no at-large representation on this committee.  I think the at-large people ought to become, if they wish to, ought to be on this committee.  

President Watts:  My point is that you are welcome to go to any of these meetings.
Councilman Walker:  Just one…my motion, and I am looking at it right in front of me, does say that this council as a whole will meet as a committee.  My motion was passed last week.  I am looking at it right here in front of me and it says…

President Watts:  It was that this council will appoint.

Councilman Walker:  Let me read it.  It says, you better read it on page 12 if you don’t believe me I don’t mislead anyone.  “Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a motion, I would like to make a motion that we as a City Council as city taxpayers, because I think it is all of us just not the people out there, I want us as a whole community to have a series of meetings to discuss and find out what is going on in the Fire Department and come back and report.”  Then President Watts, “what do you propose it be made of?”  Then I replied, “the whole council and anyone else that is involved.”  That was my motion.  

Councilman Adams:  I will second that motion.

John Hamilton:  I read through the minutes and it looked like there were two or three different motions made at that meeting.
Councilman Adams:  The one I remember was is that we were going to start from the beginning, look at the ISO report.  We were going to go from top to bottom.  We were going to look at everything including the water, whether it was available and we were going to try to make this a much better Fire Department which I think would be a great thing.  I am neither here nor there, I just don’t understand the logic of and I have still not heard the logic as to why we are closing two fire stations.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I think it is pretty clear that we need to hire a facilitator very soon given the time limit that we have, a week has already passed.  The fact that members of the committee and those who want to be members of the committee don’t even agree on what the purpose of the committee is.  Because my understanding, and I think Councilman Adams understanding, was that we were going to study increasing the ISO rating.  When I saw the press release it said we were going to study the distribution of hose houses and there is a difference there.  Maybe that is what we need to be looking at but we need to bring in a facilitator to get people together so we can even agree at that level of what is that we are discussing.  

President Watts:  I agree 100 percent.  

Councilman Adams:  I don’t agree with this.  We got to rush because we have a budget that we have to change.  We can always amend the budget.
Shawn Oglesby:  Yes, is that not true the budget can be amended into next year?

President Watts:  Certainly, December 15th is the goal because I don’t think you deserve to have this drug on or anyone else.  I thought with a goal in mind…I mean it was so urgent last Monday.  I don’t know where the urgency has gone, I guess is my question.  December 15th is the goal.  I presented the press release with six people.  You asked for Dan Brown, the Chief asked for Ken Zuber since he is who worked with the ISO rating, the folks that came in with ISO for it.  In my conversations with you, I am going to say Thursday or Friday, I said does this work for you if you appoint one and to have an even number to appoint; Keith went one and you said yes.  I am not sure what has changed in the past 48 hours.
Councilman Adams:  Well I will tell you, I was on the Aquatics Task Force.  There were about 20 people, maybe 25 people.  I thought it was a little cumbersome, but eight is just ridiculous. Eight is just too small.  I think we need a lot more input in this thing.  I don’t know where the facilitators…
President Watts:  Folks let’s please not yell from the audience.

Councilman Adams:  …yeah please.  I don’t know how they pulled number eight out of the air but that just doesn’t make sense.  It’s an even number and it is too small.  It is not representative of the people who really care about the situation.  

Shawn Oglesby:  B.J., I apologize.  This is a learning process for me and I was caught off guard by some of this part of it being that the committee was formed, press releases done and then I show up on Wednesday and find all of this out.  

President Watts:  But I talked with you on Monday on the phone and told you that I was going to try to have this done by tomorrow morning so we can get everything rolling.  

Shawn Oglesby:  Well in the minutes it basically says that I had until noon on Wednesday and that is what I am saying that I was caught off guard.  This is a learning process.  I have been studying about how this Aquatics Task Force went down and I am a little worried about what is happening and how the committee was picked.

President Watts:  What are your worries?
Shawn Oglesby:  I didn’t actually pick…like I said I have a couple of names off of mine but out of the eight there are three.  I don’t know, I think Councilman Walker’s motion should be addressed.  I think the at-large people definitely have a stake in this and if they want to serve on the committee, they should have the opportunity to do so.  They were elected to serve these taxpayers.  

President Watts:  I agree 100% and that was the point of us guaranteeing that these were open meetings.  What I don’t want is nine city council members and five other people, and us running rough-shot over them.  I think the point is to get a committee not made up of us.  In appointing it I picked Councilwoman Mosby who has deficient service, Councilwoman Bredhold who is affected most by her hose houses and they are representing council.  Then we tried to get a group of Local 357 members as well as administration members to come together to meet, not as a City Council, to come up with what they feel works and bring that proposal back to the City Council.  Yes ma’am.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay, excuse me President Watts, the statement that you made assumed something that the committee is supposed to figure out and that is whether or not there is deficient service in that area of the city.

President Watts:  Certainly.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I am not completely confident that there is.

President Watts:  That is the point of forming the committee.  

Councilman Adams:  Well we still have a motion on the floor that has been seconded.  Again, I think eight is not a magic number and I think it is a very closed, very opinionated group and I think it ought to be much larger.  It doesn’t have to be…

President Watts:  But the motion I was under the impression we were voting on was that this council appoint a committee, not that this council would be the committee. 

Councilman Adams:  But there is nothing that says members of this particular council can’t be on the committee.  

President Watts:  And there are two.
John Hamilton:    If I can weigh in just briefly.  I thought last week the action taken was for the council to appoint a study committee.  Normally, the procedure for that is for the President of Council to form that committee.
Councilman Adams:  And I sent an e-mail to the President of the Council saying that I want to be on the study committee.

John Hamilton:  But that doesn’t…he can consider what everybody wants…
Councilman Adams:  But we don’t have anybody representing this council that’s at-large here.

John Hamilton:  But the procedure was that he appoints…

Councilman Adams:  It’s going to affect the entire city.  I think this council ought to be represented at-large.  

John Hamilton:  There is a committee in place that has been properly appointed.  I am just informing the council of that.  

Councilman Adams:  I think we have a motion on the floor and I think one way or another we…

Councilman John:  Is the motion that all council members are on the committee?  If that is the motion I don’t know why we have a committee?  It should be just the council hearing a presentation.
Councilman Adams:  I think anybody that wants to be on the committee from the council ought to be.  I am delighted that with the two areas that are presented.  
President Watts:  The fact they are public meetings you are welcome to go, welcome to attend, to listen and to speak it’s just not being on the committee.

Councilman Adams:  Mr. President, you were not at the task force thing.  The people and the public were given about five minutes to talk the people who are on the committee could give and take and exchange ideas, it was a much better forum in terms of for getting the right thing from the pools.  Now it was too big and it took way too long, I agree.  The bottom line is that I still think that the city, my constituency, is not represented and I think that eight is just a tiny minuscule thing.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, if Councilman Walker removes his motion I would like to make a motion that Councilman Adams be added to the committee so that it would be an odd number.  
President Watts:  So what is the motion?

Councilwoman Robinson:  That Councilman Adams be added to the committee.
President Watts:  And we serve with…

Councilman Adams:  Hold on a second, you have made a motion and its been seconded, she is asking you whether you are willing to withdraw your mo…

Councilman Walker:  This was passed last week…

Councilman Adams:  Now wait a minute…she is asking you whether you are willing to withdraw your motion.

President Watts:  If this is any indication of how our meetings are going to go we are probably in trouble.  I will just be very honest.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  May I address the confusion surrounding Councilman Walker’s resolution from last week because we haven’t just made it clear what happened there at that meeting.  I think what happened at that meeting is that Councilman Walker made a motion, it was seconded and then it got lost.  Then Councilwoman Robinson made a similar motion and that is the one we actually voted on.  
John Hamilton:  I believe that is accurate from reading the minutes.
Councilwoman Robinson:  I am making a motion tonight that we add Councilman Adams to the advisory committee.

Councilman Adams:  I don’t think that is appropriate.  I think that this gentleman made a motion and I think I seconded it tonight.  I think …if you are willing to withdraw your motion then she can make the motion, I think that’s what…

Councilman Walker:  That was made last week I haven’t made one tonight yet.  This motion I had been reading it from last week’s minutes.  

John Hamilton:  It was never put to a vote last week.

Councilwoman Mosby:   It was never put to a vote last time.  Wendy just kind of explained what had happened and Mr. Hamilton reiterated that your motion was never put to a vote.  Councilwoman Robinson motioned…

John Hamilton:  Basically the council took action to form a committee.  The committee has been formed and unless the council takes action to rescind its previous motion in action I don’t think another motion to change the committee would be in order.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Okay, so if a motion is not in order can we ask at the discretion of the President that he puts Dr. Adams on the committee?  

John Hamilton:  You can make suggestions to that affect, yes.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Well, I suggest to the Council President he adds Dr. Adams to the committee.

Councilman Adams:  I really do think that there be some at-large representation on this committee and I think eight is much too small a number. 

President Watts:  Are there any other members of council that would like to serve on the committee?  

Councilman McGinn: Why not if any council member shows up at these meetings they can sit up at that table and not be excluded?

President Watts:  I want to set a committee.  If you are going to be on it, then you are going to go to meetings and you will show up.  It’s not I’ll show up every fifth meeting and see what happens.

John Hamilton:  If a committee is going to make a recommendation you have to have voting members and…

President Watts:  I guess we will…

Charlene Braker:  May I address council?  My name is Charlene Braker, and you called me on Wednesday and asked me to be a member of this committee.  As of right now, I think I would choose to not be a member of this committee and place my seat, give my seat to one of the people that Shawn Oglesby originally proposed because I do not feel qualified whatsoever.  Last week I handed out to each council member from Little Sisters of the Poor St. John’s Home for the Aged, you can all read this.  This is in Missy Mosby’s Ward Two. This is how they feel and you all know that.  I am going to hold to this and no one will ever change my mind as to the need for this fire station to be in ward…fire station 14.  Also, tonight I was listening to you talk about Ward Three new business in your area and the thing that goes through my mind is why would you close a fire house when new business is being developed on Governor?   I really would choose at this point to withdraw my seat on the committee and that it be given to a person of Mr. Oglesby choice.
President Watts:  Then we will place Dan Adams on that committee and that is how the committee will stand.  It will remain an eight person committee with Councilman Adams on it. 

Councilman John:  Just so I am straight, this committee is going to come back with a recommendation to this council and this council can do what?  All we can do is then…to the Mayor and the Safety Board so they are going to recommend to us what recommendation we should make.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Once again it is a recommendation and we will not be voting on this?

President Watts:  No.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Yes sir.
Dr. Troost:  Dr. Troost; 719 SE Riverside.  The first thing that I would like to ask about is that there was a meeting here last week and very clearly is was stated on Monday, that Mr. Oglesby would be given time to Wednesday to submit a number of names then you would receive that and then subsequent to that time a committee would be named.  Then on Tuesday, the committee was published and Mr. Oglesby had never been able to take part.  
President Watts:  That’s not true.

Dr. Troost:  From the civilian standpoint of what happened in the paper that is exactly what it seemed like.  

President Watts:  I talked with Mr. Oglesby probably three or four times throughout that process.

Dr. Troost:  Between Monday and Tuesday within 24 hours before the naming of the committee?

President Watts:  Yes sir.
Dr. Troost:  Is that correct?

Shawn Oglesby:  It’s not entirely accurate B.J.

President Watts:  Here is the thing.  We have appointed an eight-person committee which is what this council asked us to do that is going to hear this and bring a recommendation back to the council.  That committee stands as it is.  Councilman Adams has been placed on it as an at-large member and there are eight members on it.

Councilman John:  And of the eight members four of them are on his recommendation list.

President Watts:  Four of them come from there.  That is 50 percent.  That is pretty good.

Dr. Troost:  Well, that is better than three to five which seemed like it had been preloaded in somebody’s favor so I appreciate the fact that that has shifted.  However, I think from again the civilian standpoint I am not exactly sure how it went from we will see you Wednesday to by the way we have already decided Tuesday.  You are saying that is not what happened yet the Firefighter’s Union Representative is sitting over here saying that he didn’t feel like he was given part in that and my point is this, if this thing is going to go forward, and you already made a statement about how if this is how we are starting it’s not going to go well, well I agree.  So how about we start with honesty and if you say something, you mean it.  If you give your word publicly, you stick to it.  So if you say someone has until Wednesday to submit names and then Tuesday you name a committee…

President Watts:  After speaking to him.

Dr. Troost:  To the public’s ear, that sounds very fishy.  I grew up in Chicago, so I know all kinds of politics.  I would like to think we are not going to take part in politics of that sort.  I would like to know that going forward in this process that this council and any subsequent committees that are named are going to stick to their word and if they say something they are going to do it but we will not find that something that was supposed to happen in public accidentally happened the day before in private.

President Watts:  You asked this council to appoint a committee.  That’s what this council did.

Dr. Troost:   Right, and actually the stipulations of how that would be done was named by you yet subsequent to that was…

President Watts:  It seemed urgent so what we did was I spoke with the Administration, the Fire Administration and the Local 357.  We will disagree about how many times we talked.  I am going to say it was three or four times within those two or three days and I appointed that committee which is what I am supposed to do.  Now the committee stands as appointed and we are going to move onto committee reports.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  As someone who doesn’t support the closing of the hose houses, who wants to keep both of them open, especially the one…obviously Hose House 10 that is in my ward, when I saw the names on the list I thought it was fair.  Missy and I, that makes sense. One hose house is in her ward and one hose house is in mine. Shawn is on it, that is terrific. Obviously, Mrs. Braker wants to keep the hose houses open.  And then the other people we have are the Chief and…

President Watts:  The representative from Fire Station 10.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  …and somebody form Hose House 10.

President Watts:  If one side says it’s stacked one way and the one side says it’s the other way then I probably did a pretty good job.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I think you did do a good job Councilman Watts.  I don’t know what happened between the two of you but in terms of the list…

President Watts:  Ms. Braker said that she didn’t want to be on it because she couldn’t be swayed the other way so in placing Councilman Adams…

Dr. Troost:  I think was a good move.

President Watts:  My point is that you said it was stacked five to three the other way…

Dr. Troost:  I would like Mr. Oglesby to return to the podium and give his…

President Watts:  The committee is going to hear this discussion, thank you very much.

Dr. Troost:  There was a second thing that I wanted to ask about please.

Councilman Adams:  Before we rush off on this, there is still a point of ambiguity for I think about what this committee is actually doing.  What I read in the newspaper is that we are going to talk about the distribution of fire equipment for trucks.  That is not my understanding of what we were supposed to do.  I thought we were going to look at the ISO report, maybe even…

President Watts:  Oh I think they are related.  Again, that is a question for the Fire Chief and the Mayor who…

Councilman Adams:  Could I finish please?  Thank you.  There are better reports than the ISO.  I would like to make a motion that this committee study the entire ISO report and make recommendations that we try to get the best fire, not just the equipment, I think this is too important.  I think we should look at all the facets that the ISO report has brought up and make that number as high as possible to get the best Fire Department that we can.

President Watts:  That is the point of the committee.  

Councilman Adams:  I know that is why I just made a motion.

President Watts:  You don’t need to make a motion.  That is my point That is what you are going to do.

Councilman Adams:  Yeah, that is why I am making a motion because there is ambiguity in the newspaper. It says all we are going to do is talk about the…

President Watts:  This was my fear. I will be very blunt with you, that right there.  That one right there.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  But you can’t believe everything you read in the newspaper.  

Councilman Adams:  Are you telling me I can’t make a motion?

President Watts:  You are welcome to make a motion.

Councilman Adams:  Okay, thank you.

President Watts:  Is there a second?  

Clerk Matlock:  Okay, I need this motion spelled out again.

Councilman Adams:  I make a motion that this committee of eight study the entire ISO report, not just equipment distribution, to make the ISO number go as high as possible…

President Watts:  If you want to take my press release you can probably copy it.

Councilman Adams:  …to identify the need or no need of the fire station closures to make the best Fire Department this city deserves.  

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion that the Committee of Eight study the entire ISO Report, not just equipment distribution, to make the ISO number go as high as possible to identify the need or no need of the fire stations closures to make the best Fire Department this city deserves.  

Councilman Adams:  And I would ask for a roll call vote.

President Watts:  Since that is the point of the committee I would say that I certainly support that motion.

Councilman John:  This will override what he read in the newspaper?

President Watts:  I presume so. 

Councilman John:  Okay.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  It was also a press release and what the press release said is that it was to study the distribution of trucks and ladders. 

President Watts:  Roll call vote,  Alberta.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays motion carried.

Dr. Troost:  May I ask one further question?  
President Watts:  Yes sir.

Dr. Troost:  It has been batted about who is responsible to whom.  Is it not correct that the Fire Chief answers to the Safety Committee?  

President Watts:  Yes sir.

Dr. Troost:  Does the Safety Committee not answer to the City Council?

President Watts:  No.

Dr. Troost:  Who does the Safety Committee answer to?

President Watts:  They are appointed by the mayor.

Dr. Troost:  The City Council has no power over the Safety Committee?

President Watts:  No.

Dr. Troost:  So there is absolutely no direct hierarchy of power through the City Council for the Fire Department?

President Watts:  None whatsoever.

Dr. Troost:  Except through the weight of public statement, is that correct?

President Watts:  Certainly.

Dr. Troost:   Thank you.

President Watts:  Thank you.

Councilman McGinn:  Why can’t the City Council as a legislative body make an ordinance declaring a number of fire stations that are to be in this city or something that is not a motion, but don’t we have the power as a legislative body to set an ordinance?
John Hamilton:  Saying what now?

Councilman McGinn:  To pass an ordinance declaring setting the number of fire stations?

John Hamilton:   I don’t think that would be a proper legislative function.  I think it would be a state legislative power and the local administrative executive function.  I’ll research it but I think the answers is going to be no.  

Councilman McGinn:  Yeah, I’d appreciate it and I’ll look too.

John Hamilton:  You can make any ordinance but it may not be valid, legal, constitutional, or allowed by the state.  
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additional appropriations, and repeal   

Time:
5:20 p.m.



 and re-appropriation of funds for

Notify: Jenny Collins



Evansville Vanderburgh County







Levee Authority

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-22


A petition to vacate certain streets 

Date:
November 16, 2009


and alleys (bounded by MLK, Jr.  

Time:
5:25 p.m.



Blvd., Walnut St., S.E. 6th St., and 

Notify: Krista Lockyear


Main St.)

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-23


A petition to vacate certain streets 

Date:
November 9, 2009


and alleys (Northeastern 18 ft. 6th St.  

Time:
5:25 p.m.



adjacent to and between Blocks 37 

Notify: Krista Lockyear


and 38)

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-24


A petition to vacate certain public ways 

Date:
November 16, 2009


located at 1849 & 1901 Hawthorne Ave.  

Time:
5:25 p.m.





Notify: Justin Shofstall (Andy Easley Engineering)
Clerk Matlock:  Wait a minute there is…
President Watts:  We asked for Miscellaneous Business speakers, what do we have?  Okay, Berniece.  

Berniece Tirmenstein:  Berniece Tirmenstein; 1636 E Blackford Ave.  It seems to me from information I have gathered that the proposed closing of Fire Station 14 and 10 is closely tied with the new contract the city has with the AMR.  Information I have gained from contact with AMR says this, as what was reported by the media it is not that firemen respond to 911 priority calls AMR is trying to correct that.  AMR says the response time is the same and it was reported by the media that firemen could transport patients to hospitals, but only an ambulance can do that with their equipment.  The firemen and ambulance are working closely together.  It’s about improving the skills of the firemen giving them a chance to work with us as firemen are doing more medical calls with us than a couple of months ago trying to get good service to the community.  I asked how the city can save money with new contract with AMR.  It goes back to the billing process and how the city paid for the ambulance runs.  In the past the city collected fees.  Now the city is out of the billing process and AMR does their own billing.  I then asked the question, as to how much money does the city save by this new billing procedure?  The answer was $1.3 million.  I would think it would be wise to use that $1.3 million toward construction of a new fire station to serve annexed Knight Township, hire more firemen to man the station and new equipment.  Save our Fire Stations 14 and 10.  Thank you.

President Watts: Roberta.

Roberta Heiman:  I am Roberta Heiman, President of the League of Women Voters and as you may know we are circulating a petition asking that our local government officials begin the process that would eventually lead to a referendum next fall so that voters can decide this long pending issue of whether to merge city and county government.  I just wanted to come tonight to make sure that each of you has had an opportunity to consider signing our petition.  The state requires we get 2,632 signatures of registered voters to begin this process that would lead to a referendum vote.  I am here with a petition if any of you have not had a chance to consider signing it.  

President Watts:  If anyone would like to, would you hang around for a little bit afterwards.  Yes sir.

Jeff Day:  Jeff Day; 6000 Berry Lane.  I would like to know when it would be appropriate for me to ask this question. Everyone in this room is aware of a fire yesterday at Harpole’s, Woody’s or whatever you want to call it.  If Fire House 10 had been closed and that restaurant had been full of people what adverse circumstances would be the result?  Can you tell me when it would be appropriate to ask that question?

Councilman John:  I would recommend at the committee hearings when you have the Fire Chief, representatives from the Fire Department, both hose houses and the former Fire Chief.  Where you will have the experts that fight the fires including Mr. Oglesby, they will all be at that meeting and can tell you who responded and in what times.  

Jeff Day:  Mr. Oglesby and Mr. Jarboe can be rest assured that that question will be asked because the way I read the article both fire houses responded to that fire.  The way I understood it if that restaurant had been full of people they would have had one very dire circumstance.  Thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would add I was down there yesterday.  Many hose houses responded to that fire.  When I went back to Hose House 10 where I had met someone, they had brought in a truck from across town and stationed it in that garage and it went on a run while we were sitting there.  
ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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