
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 2, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 2, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Walker, Watts.
Absent:   John

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Friend.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the November 2, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer McQuay is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held October 19, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR OCTOBER 30th PACKET:

*Agenda for the November 2, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*City Council Minutes from October 19, 2009.

*Ordinance G-2009-24 and Resolutions C-2009-28, C-2009-29 and C-2009-30.

*Inter-department vacation study reports and return receipt cards for G-2009-17,

  G-2009-19, G-2009-21, and G-2009-22.

*2010-2014 Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan.

*2010 Consolidated Housing and Community Development Annual Action Plan.

*Eastview Neighborhood Association Newsletter.

*Legal Aid Statistics for September, 2009

*Financial Report for September, 2009.

*A copy of a concern from Board of Public Safety Secretary regarding Taxicabs sent to 

  her from William Kramer.

*Two copies of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*Information regarding Fire Stations 10 and 14.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Legal Aid Society of Evansville Non-City/County/United Way Budget Funds and

  Activity Report of September, 2009.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Draft Agenda for November 3, 2009 Meeting.
Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-24

PUBLIC WORKS  
                                
         ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate a public right of way in Evansville, Indiana on the property commonly known as 1849 & 1901 Hawthorne Avenue, Evansville, Indiana

ORDINANCE F-2009-15

FINANCE


                    
        FRIEND

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfer of appropriations, additional appropriations, and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for various city funds

RESOLUTION C-2009-28

FINANCE   
                                           
        FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville ratifying the 2010-2014 Consolidated Housing & Community Development Plan and the 2010 Annual Action Plan

RESOLUTION C-2009-30

FINANCE


     
       
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an Agreement between the City of Evansville and Fraternal Order of Police Evansville Lodge No. 73 Inc., January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009.
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-17

PUBLIC WORKS         

         
         ADAMS

An ordinance vacating that portion of a 12 foot alley located between lots 1 – 4, inclusive in Block 7 of Reitman & Schulte’s addition and lot 16 in Ballard’s addition to the City of Evansville, starting at the intersection of the alley with Walnut Street and running south 124 feet

ORDINANCE G-2009-19

PUBLIC WORKS    
             
         
         ADAMS
An ordinance vacating an alley

ORDINANCE G-2009-21

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                 
         ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain public ways or public places within the City of Evansville, Indiana, commonly known as Oak Street

ORDINANCE G-2009-22

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                
         ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (bounded by Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Walnut Street, S.E. 6th Street, and Main Street)

RESOLUTION C-2009-27

FINANCE   
                                            
        FRIEND

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville confirming the declaration of an economic revitalization area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of property and for the acquisition and installation of new manufacturing equipment (Mead Johnson Nutritionals)
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN ADAMS
Councilman Adams:  Mr. President, your Public Works Committee met this evening to hear Ordinances G-2009-17, G-2009-19 and G-2009-21 all come forward with a do-pass recommendation. G-2009-22 is being held until November 9, 2009 at 5:25 p.m.
FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Resolution C-2009-27 and it is being held until November 9, 2009 at 5:05 p.m.

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report and move these Ordinances to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-17

PUBLIC WORKS         

         
         ADAMS

An ordinance vacating that portion of a 12 foot alley located between lots 1 – 4, inclusive in Block 7 of Reitman & Schulte’s addition and lot 16 in Ballard’s addition to the City of Evansville, starting at the intersection of the alley with Walnut Street and running south 124 feet

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2009-17 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  John
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-17 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-19

PUBLIC WORKS    
             
         
         ADAMS
An ordinance vacating an alley

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-19 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  John
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-19 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-21

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                 
        ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain public ways or public places within the City of Evansville, Indiana, commonly known as Oak Street

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2009-21 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  John
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-21 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-29 (DOCKET)

             
  COUNCIL AS A WHOLE

A Resolution in support of establishing a spending cap on the downtown multi-purpose arena

President Watts:  Mr. Kish; John, I presume you have seen the resolution?

John Kish:  John Kish, with arena project, yes I have seen the resolution.
President Watts:  Are there any questions by members of council?

Councilman McGinn:  Yes, when this was proposed a few weeks ago I spoke to the City Council Attorney, John Hamilton, and you had requested the term furniture be put in there and I just want to clarify our spending cap excludes what we discussed earlier which includes the finance costs because they are somewhat unknown, the prior feasibility studies which determined whether or not which was going in; but you requested furniture be excluded and I just want to make sure we are talking about just office furniture?
John Kish:  Office furniture, the computers, the routine sort of capital expenditure that you buy every year in a facility that really isn’t part of the construction project.  When you buy a new house, you don’t need to buy furniture for each room and I think that is the same philosophy I took in looking at this budget that there are things at Robert’s that are things we won’t buy.  If it breaks and needs to be replaced then that is really part of the operating budget.  
Councilman McGinn:  Okay, but we are not talking about fixed stadium seating?
John Kish:  No, we are not talking about stadium seats that are all part of the building.

Councilman McGinn:  You mean a desk chair.

John Kish:  A desk, desk chair, your PC, a radio and that sort of thing.

Councilman McGinn:  Have you established a budget in any of the studies you have done what you think furniture will be; do you know what numbers you are talking?

John Kish:  That’s why we thought we should make certain people understand that if they have furniture needs that they make sure they tell us about them and figure out what the funding is.  We have about $3 million that is part of the arena building itself; and depending on whether people need new floor waxes and that sort of thing…that number just grows, but it is really not part of the building construction.  The capital costs of constructing the building includes the seats and that is all actually in the $90 million.  

Councilman McGinn:  All right, but you have in the back of your mind a $3 million number for this; that you want to exclude an additional $3 million?

John Kish:  No-no, no; the furniture we think that the building requires is about $3 million…the furniture, fixtures and equipment.  

Councilman McGinn:  Then that $3 million is included in the $127.5 million cap…or are you…

John Kish:  Yes.

Councilman McGinn:  It is included in that?

John Kish:  Yes.

Councilman McGinn:  And if there is something over $3 million you want that excluded?

John Kish:  Right.  The idea is that we are all talking about the same numbers.  We want to design and build a building and when people come in they move in their furniture and that is their expense…the hockey team, the basketball team that sort of stuff.  

Councilman McGinn:  Okay.  

Councilman Friend:  John, does this include the communications costs?  Is that something that is separate?  Would it have wiring and any of that…?
John Kish:  The cable and telephone system is included.  We presume we are buying an AT&T Centrex lines, which is an operating cost.  

Councilman Friend:  Okay.

President Watts:  Councilman Adams.

Councilman Adams:  Is it necessary to formally read this resolution into the minutes?

John Hamilton:  It’s not necessary; it’s your prerogative.

Councilman Adams:  Do you wish to do that?

President Watts:  Might as well.

Councilman Adams:  Well I just wanted all of us to realize it and I hope we pass it tonight as part of oversight package that I think it is necessary on this very important project.  We are hopefully going to establish a cap.  Jenny Collins was kind enough to send us some bills and I asked her to delineate who the people were they were paying and what those people were actually doing.  I hope she will continue to do that.  The administration was very kind to send me the copy of the Hunt contract.  I would be glad to give that to anybody on the council.  I am through 25% of it.  John Kish is going to hopefully give us a quarterly report.  I sent an e-mail to all of you this week to think about considering…we have two members of the Redevelopment Commission coming up for reappointment and I suggested we have a bipartisan representation directly on the Redevelopment Commission by the City Council.  I have heard back from all but two.  Councilman Friend and Councilman McGinn because of their expertise in law and accounting have kindly suggested they would back that.  So I think this particular resolution as part of a whole oversight package…Mr. President when do we have to reassign those…?

President Watts:  We will do those in our last meeting in December.

Councilman Adams:  Great; any rate I hope we all can join and pass this tonight.
President Watts:  Do you want to read it?

Councilman Adams:  You wrote it.  

Councilman McGinn:  Well John wrote it, but I’ll read it if that is fine?

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF

ESTABLISHING A SPENDING CAP ON THE

DOWNTOWN MULTI PURPOSE ARENA

WHEREAS, the Evansville City Council has approved certain actions, including issuance of bonds, relating to the construction and development of a new Multi Purpose Arena in downtown Evansville (the “Downtown Multi Purpose Arena”); and

WHEREAS, the actual bonding and expenditure of funds are administered by the Evansville Redevelopment Commission; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to establish a proposed limit on the total amount of public funds to be spent on the Downtown Multi Purpose Arena.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by The Evansville City Council as follows:
1.
The Evansville City Council requests that the City and Redevelopment Commission establish a spending cap upon the amount of public funds spent on the design and construction of the Downtown Multi Purpose Arena in the sum of One Hundred Twenty-seven Million, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($127,500,000.00), excluding finance costs, furniture, and prior feasibility studies. 

      2.        A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to the Evansville Redevelopment Commission.

This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the City Council and signing by the Mayor.
President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  John, any other questions or comments?

John Kish:  No sir, the budget is something we started talking about a year ago.  We know more than what we did when we sent the number forward.  The building costs is what we are focusing on and getting the building at $90 million we told you about a year ago and I believe we will be successful at doing that.  All of the other costs we now know more, the utility costs and those sorts of things as they happen they fall into the budget.  There is some contingency and some of it has been spent already moving utilities and such.  We will take this moving the budget from the guesstimate it was last year to the goal now of complying with that in terms of public funds being put into the arena.  

President Watts: With no other comments or questions are there any motions?  
Councilman McGinn moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2009-29 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, Walker, Watts.

Absent:  John
There being eight (8) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-29 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council meeting will be November 9, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  
Committee meetings will begin at 5:05 p.m.

Shawn Oglesby:   I am Shawn Oglesby with Firefighters Local 357 and as you know I am here to talk to you about the closing of Fire Stations 10 and 14.  I have a presentation.  I was actually told that I would be following Chief Jarboe and that is kind of the way I prepared it so I would appreciate it if you could bear with me.  The Local 357 is against closing any fire station. We don’t think it is the right thing to do and this is our assessment of the fire station closures.  The purpose of ISO; the ISO believes your primary objective should be to improve service and enhance public safety, and reductions in insurance premiums for property owners should only be a collateral benefit.  Reducing taxpayer services in any area is not improving service.  What is an ISO rating?  Fire Suppression Rating Schedules (FSRS) recognizes fire protection features only as they relate to suppression of fires in structures.  This is a small part of the fire department’s overall responsibility.  What is our rating?  The EFD needs to make up 3.01 points to regain a Class 3 PPC.  How does this affect insurance rates?  In speaking with Kenan Schultheis of Schultheis Insurance and Don Inman of Inman Insurance the following information was obtained:  dropping from three to even a five ISO rating will make no difference in insurance premiums on residential and commercial property; and the proposed station closures will then have not affect on insurance rates to attract businesses or taxpayers into this city.  Fire Rating Suppression Schedule (FSRS) according to the ISO, the rating schedule is a fire insurance rating tool.  It is not intended analyze all aspects of a comprehensive public fire protection program.  It should not be used for purposes other than an insurance rating.  Fire Department service to the taxpayers: the Fire Department’s responsibilities include much more than fire related incidents.  We respond to medical emergencies, auto accidents, carbon monoxide checks, lockouts and much more.  The Fire Department’s New Responsibilities: due to the renegotiation of AMR’s contract, which I know you all are aware of, as of October 1, 2009, the Evansville Fire Department responds to 1400+ more medic runs a year.  The daily runs stated by Chief Jarboe in his presentation are underestimated.  These responses are not reflected in ISO’s rating or the Chief’s letter in the newspaper.  Speaking of the Chief’s letter, I am a 21 year veteran of the Fire Department and I found it offensive that his letter stated that we spent less than 45 minutes a day on runs.  Again, he used run totals that did not include the newly added 1400+ runs a year.  He also failed to mention, we used to use two to three engines, a ladder, a squad and a chief on all fire runs; and now on a fuel saving effort we send two fire apparatus and a chief.  We all certainly hope that this does not cost a taxpayers or fireman’s life because we do not show up with enough resources.  Speaking about the 45 minutes a day this doesn’t include the time we spend on training, the studying of our territory so that we know our quickest way to get where we are going, the studying of our fire operations and guidelines, nor does it include conditioning ourselves for the rigors of the job.  We put ourselves in harms way for taxpayers that we protect and serve and it takes a lot out of a person.  We are human and require nourishment and rest; if we spent too many hours performing duties we would not be effective late in the day.  We do work a 24 hour shift which I am sure you all are aware of.  We have to respond quickly and we have to be effective when we arrive.  If we worked in the Deaconess ER, for example, and we were not busy our entire shift, would we be sent up to Gateway until the next patient showed up at Deaconess?  No, we would stay there and prepare for the next challenge.  How do we make up 3.01 points?  At Local 357 we are in favor of bettering the service we provide to the taxpayers.  If the Chief wants to keep his Class 3 ISO rating we believe there are other ways to achieve this without closing fire stations.  We are for improved fire service for the taxpayers we serve but not taking service away for any taxpayers.  The Chief’s plan: eight areas were identified by EFD Administrative staff as areas for improvements.  Credit for Dispatch Circuit was 1.73 points and that only leaves 1.34 points that need to be made.  We can gain credit for ladder service, for reserve ladders and service trucks, credit for engine companies, credit for reserve engines, water distribution, credit for training and equipment deficiencies.  Credit for Dispatch Circuits:  a second dispatch circuit will be added for our fire stations and apparatus, Hoosier Safe-T radios will be installed in all fire stations and trucks and this will make up 1.73 points of the 3.01 needed.  Areas of Agreement:  we hope that the additional 1.34 points can be made up by the Chief’s recommendations of credit for ladder service, credit for reserve ladders and service trucks, credit for engine companies, credit for reserve engines training and equipment deficiencies.  Credit for Engine Companies: when EFD was rated, no credit was given for the two new Engines we now have in the fleet.  We only need credits to achieve a PPC Class 3.  Credit for Reserve Engines: by adding the two new engines to our fleet, our reserve fleet will also be better equipped.  Equipment: the ISO identified some areas where we could improve our rating by reallocating equipment, such as putting our additional Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) bottles on the apparatus; various hand tools; adding salvage covers to apparatus; and addition of 2 ½ inch nozzles on some of the apparatus.  Stations 10 and 14: Station 10 and 14 provide service to many schools, churches, and older residential neighborhoods.  Stations 10 and 14 responded to 1800+ runs a year before the added 1400+ medical runs.  Station 10 and 14 respond to highly concentrated residential areas with a very heavy fire load…every minute counts people, every minute counts on this.  Effects of Proposed Reassignments: Stations 10 and 14’s area will be responded to by existing stations with a much increased response time.  The proposed reassignments will cause increased wear on apparatus and increased fuel costs due to longer responses.  You know moving trucks to other stations isn’t going to help response times in anybody’s area anywhere in this city.  We already have trucks at those stations; it’s not going to make a bit of difference to improve response times.  Effects of Proposed Reassignments on ISO Ratings: after the proposed reassignments we will be covering the same area 12 engine companies instead of the 14 we have now.  Taking two engine companies (16 & 9) out of service will lose ISO ratings by losing two engines. Making them dedicated ladders will not make up the points that were lost.  How is this improving service for the taxpayers that are paying for this?  With the gaps of coverage we will then have response times that will increase.  Just imagine a company or even two out on one of the added medical runs and there is a fire or another medical run, we will be responding from even further away taking even longer to arrive.  Minutes count and we hope these added response times don’t cause a taxpayer to their life.  In response to annexation: we would like to remind the Council that the last major annexations were in 1987 and 1988.  The response to these annexations was to add two fire stations, apparatus and 19 new firefighters because they were spreading their resources a little too thin.  Do we also plan on moving some of the existing street lights and sewers for the newly annexed area?  It is not right to take services from the existing area to provide for the annexed area.  Again in response to annexation:  The Mayor has stated to the media that these proposed moves are being made to serve the newly annexed area.

The proposed moves will take service from established taxpayer areas and move them to an annexed area whose taxes will be phased in over several years.  How do we make up 3.01 points?  Local 357 would like to research the ISO report and determine if the necessary ISO improvement can be made by implementing all proposed changes except for the station closures.  I took this directly out of yesterday’s newspaper and these are quotes form other Fire Chiefs and Fire Marshalls.  John Layman, the Deputy Chief of the Aurora Fire Department, said “I would never choose to make an impactful thing like that to my fire stations to merely gain an ISO rating of one point.”  The Assistant Fire Marshall in Fort Collins, Colorado said,” closing stations or moving resources should be a process that involves the community, the fire fighters and a detailed analysis.  Don’t let ISO make significant, impactful decisions more than taxpayers and the council.”  I want you to know that the Fire Chief has compared both of the cities to the City of Evansville.  One more quote that came out of the newspaper; Mark Pookinalous, I am not sure about the pronunciation, but he is the Fire Chief of Naperville, Illinois, he says “that he is a major proponent of accreditation and ISO reviews.  He goes on to say, “there is a danger in making a sweeping change such as station consolidation based solely on ISO.”   In conclusion, I would ask this Council to form an advisory committee to study the ISO Report and bring back to this council all the options.  I also ask that the Council freeze the Chief’s proposed moves until Local 357, City Council, and the tax-paying citizens we all serve are convinced this is the right thing to do.  Please listen to the taxpayers that you serve.

President Watts:  Are there any questions by members of council?  Shawn, you understand…oh, I am sorry.
Councilman Adams:  Would you make any comment about the, because this is something that doesn’t seemed to be mentioned by anybody, about the water hydrant flow recommendation versus the actual flow that we have?  That is another number here that I think could possibly improve the rating.  

Shawn Oglesby:   I haven’t been able to get that in-depth into it.
Councilman Adams:  Well, if you look at the four pages 69% of hydrants are not delivering the right amount of water.  Some it is only 100 or 200 gallons a minute, but some of them are pretty bothersome.  
Shawn Oglesby:  Well that would certainly help us to improve our points in the ISO rating.

Councilman Adams:  But it would also improve the divergent factor, wouldn’t it?
Shawn Oglesby:  Yes.

Councilman Adams:  Because part of the divergent factor is how well you get there versus how well the water supply is to get together to make that diversion assessment, right?

Shawn Oglesby:  Well, that’s the Water Department…yeah.  I haven’t seen enough of the report. I have just got a copy of the report now, Doc, and I wish that I had more time to study it before I gave my report to the council tonight.  

Councilman Adams:  Well, I got my report three days ago…um; it was suppose to be here…I think the front of the page says it was delivered August 17, 2009.  I got my copy three days ago.  There are comments about points being improved over the circuitry, the radio stuff, and the Fire Department’s service and since divergence is part of that number plus the water supply is part of it, I think if there is going to be some type of advisory committee then I think that has to be looked at too.  

Shawn Oglesby:  Yes sir, most definitely.  

Councilman Adams:  Okay. 

President Watts:  Councilwoman Bredhold.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Thank you for presenting that.  I think it showed a much needed perspective that the council needed to hear.  
Shawn Oglesby:  Well thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Um…I like your idea; I like your idea of an advisory committee and I think that is something that we should seriously discuss.

Shawn Oglesby:  Thank you.

President Watts:  As far as freezing…I am going to ask John here.  I know you understand, but just for everyone else, this Council’s role in this is not.  I mean we…have no discussion…

Shawn Oglesby:  I know that this does not have to be approved by the City Council; it does have to be approved by the Safety Board, right?  Is that correct?

President Watts:  I can’t answer that.

John Hamilton:  I believe it does.  I am not sure about…I know me and Councilman McGinn were talking about the Safety Board earlier.  This is a legislative body and it has no power to an administrative function that the executive branch exercises.   

Shawn Oglesby:  I do realize that.  

John Hamilton:  I mean they could not take action to freeze this if they wanted too.  

Councilman Adams:  John, could we not recommend or support something like this? I mean this may well be…

President Watts:  That’s what I understand.  Our role in this is strictly…

Shawn Oglesby:  That’s what we are asking you to do.

John Hamilton:  You can express…I mean, yes…you can advise, but that is all the power to do…

Councilman Adams: I agree with you that this is an administrative part, but when we are talking about public safety this is the prime triad.  I mean the three things we are suppose to guard of the basics is fire, police and collecting the trash so that we don’t have a big time epidemic and everything else is certainly extra.  Let’s get through the rest of it.  

Councilman McGinn:  I would like to comment too.  I have some concern that a Fire Chief is not subject to checks and balances like every other elected official or administrative person.  The reason I say that is that I was a Zoo Director, and I couldn’t do things without approval through an advisory board or the Parks Board.  Ed Ziemer can’t close a street without the Safety Board.  I will not formulate an opinion; I will only read verbatim from the Indiana Code which is Chapter 2.55.020 Board of Public Safety that says among other things, “the safety board has exclusive control over all matters and property relating to the following: number two relating to the Fire department.”  Also, 2.55.040 Section C says, “the head of the Fire department shall be known as the Fire Chief of the city, and shall be appointed by the Mayor; the Chief of the cities Fire department shall be responsible for the control and management of this department subject to the rules and orders of the Safety Board.”  

President Watts:  With that…I know, I mean I know you’re here and the Chief’s here for informational purposes for us.  So, my advice to you would be, after hearing Dan, and thank you, that is probably the audience that you need to be speaking to.  My recommendation to you is to be sure to get in front of the Safety Board.
Shawn Oglesby:  We do intend to talk to the Safety Board, B.J, but you know we heard that Chief Jarboe was going to present his case here tonight and we wanted to present ours.  We were hoping that his council would take enough interest in the taxpayers that elected you all, to maybe suggest or make a motion to form some type of committee to study this.
President Watts:  I think certainly that is something to…

Councilman Walker:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Chairman I would like to make a motion.  I would like to make a motion that we as a City Council, as city taxpayers, because I think it is all of us just not the people out there.  I want us as a whole community to have a series of meetings to discuss and find out what is going on in the Fire Department and come back and report.

President Watts:  What do you propose it be made up of?

Councilman Walker:  This whole Council and anyone else that is involved in it.

President Watts:  Its going to be really hard…I mean…I don’t think.  

Voice from Audience:  A committee as a whole, don’t you know the legislature?

President Watts:  That is what we are doing tonight is sitting here listening.

Voice from Audience:  You can pass any law you want to, and if the Mayor doesn’t like it then he can veto it.  Then you can come back and roll right over his veto!
Voice from Audience:  City Council has the authority to do what they want to do!
Clerk Matlock:  Come to the podium, sir, please…so that I can get it on the record!

Paul Bitz:  Yes ma’am.  My name is Paul Bitz; I live at 4940 Cross Country Lane Drive.  I would like to say, John Hamilton, that I have known you a long time and that the City Council is the legislative body of the city.  They can make any ordinance that they want to make.  If the Mayor wants a veto, he can veto the damn thing and you can either bypass it over his veto or not! You represent the taxpayers not the regal Weinzapfel!  And you ask “what you aren’t doing right, B.J., you’re the legislative body of this city, you don’t have to have somebody pull your strings!  Do what is right for the taxpayers!  I am going to tell you, there will be a lot of you not sitting here next year and you can bet money on that!  Hell, you don’t even know what a legislative body does!
Councilman Adams:  Mr. Bitz?

Paul Bitz:  Then you have an attorney advise you that you can’t do anything.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Can we…

President Watts:  No, no, no…we are going to move on.  Certainly, we will form a committee and I think that it is pretty immature to do that on the cuff.  
Audience:  Why?

President Watts:  We will pick representatives from the Council. We will get with Local 357 and get with the Chief.  We will pick something that is agreeable to everyone.  Who should be on the committee?  Certainly, citizens should be represented, but I don’t think that is someth…people, sir I am trying to speak if you will let me, please.  I don’t think we can sit here and do it here.  I don’t think…you know this week we will have it set towards next Monday, to where that committee is set.  But I think it is kind of uneducated before we figure out what we have to just throw a committee together.  Is that agreeable to…

Shawn Oglesby:  Yeah, I can agree with that.

President Watts:  Okay.

Councilman Adams:  I would suggest that there be some representation for the committee from the Fire administration, Local 357…

Shawn Oglesby:  Firefighters on the committee.

President Watts:  Certainly.

Councilman Adams:  I think the meeting should be open to the public.  I think we all should have an ISO report.  

President Watts:  These are things that we need to iron out, but we are not going to do it…so maybe you can get with the Clerk and maybe 357 can put together three or five guys, and we will make up a group of eight or nine to get together to review it.  

Councilman Walker:  Did my motion get a second?

Councilman McGinn:  I second a motion to form a committee.
President Watts:  Thank you.

Councilman Walker moved and Councilman McGinn seconded the motion to form an Advisory Committee to review the ISO report and recommendation to close Fire House 10 and Fire House 14.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  

President Watts:  So we will set the details of a committee.  Can you get with Alberta to get us some recommendations, then we will get with the Chief’s office to get recommendations and we will try to have a committee formed by November 9th.  Does that work?

Shawn Oglesby:  That works; thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Madam Clerk?  Madam Clerk, you have quite a stack of people there who have signed up to speak, don’t you?  

President Watts:  I’ve got them.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Okay, so B.J. you have a big stack.  I would suggest that it is in your best interest to hold your applause because many of you want to speak and it will be a much longer night if we continue to have the extended applause every time you get excited about what someone says.  Thanks.
Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, shouldn’t the people that want to speak go before the committee that we are going to form?    The advisory committee?  
Audience:  No, no. 

Councilwoman Robinson:  Okay.

President Watts:  I think its only fair that we put a group together that is going to listen, not only represented by us, but a group of every side to sit down; and I think your comments, not that they won’t be well-received here, will have more of a punch when it is going to be the group that is going to make the recommendation.  Certainly, if you want to talk we will do it, but I hate to be…

Audience:  No, no; we want to talk.

President Watts:  Yes sir.

Dr. Neil Troost:  Dr. Neil Troost; 1719 S.E. Riverside.  It seems as though a decision has been made, if you would be bold enough to formalize it.  What I think I heard you say is that the committee’s recommendation is that officially and at this point all talk of any closure of fire stations should be ended until this city and the committee…

President Watts:  Do you understand that I can’t do that?

Dr. Neil Troost:   …actually studies this issue and has a much more informed understanding and actually what that would mean in terms of impact to the city and taxpayers; and that no talk of closing fire stations should even be considered.  It sounds like a very uninformed and from the hip kind of decision.  I think the presentation from the Firefighters Local made it clear there are a number of factors that haven’t even been considered.  Furthermore, it seems like the recommendations as they stand are two years behind where things actually sit.  I don’t even see how you could possibly make a decision based on that.  

President Watts:  That is kind of where we are at.  You have to understand that we are not making a decision.

Dr. Neil Troost:   No, I know; but Keith Jarboe happens to be here and it seems like maybe with you all in the same room you may want to look to him and say you know under the circumstances Chief we might recommend to you that you at this point halt any discussion of closure of fire houses pending a much more informed decision.  
President Watts:  I think that is the point of the committee to get together and sit down and talk.  I am certain…

Dr. Neil Troost:  Well the media is here, the community is here it seems like you could make some kind of general statement now.  I think the community is anxious to hear it; to know what is going to come out of this meeting tonight and to know what the tone of things moving forward will be.  I think that tone should be that at this point any talk of closure of fire houses will be ended until there is a much more informed understanding of what that would actually mean to the community.  
Councilman Adams:  Sir, I agree with you.  I have really thought about this a lot over the weekend and for what it’s worth one minus two does not equal three.  One new fire building out in the annexed area minus two in the middle, which to me looks like a donut hold of service, does not equal three times of better service.  As far as I am concerned we need to sit down together…and I don’t have the expertise, I really don’t know fire fighting prevention and so forth at all.  I do think the process really needs to be improved and I think we need to sit down to really be sure we are doing the right thing.  

Dr. Neil Troost:  I can stand here and agree with you for as much time as the council has left with that statement, but I don’t think there has been process at all.  It seems as though there have been decisions made for other reasons and I am sure they weren’t financial, but unfortunately there is the specter of a financial decision mixed with it.  We would never want the Fire Chief to be accused of making financial decisions above the safety of the community.  What I think we need to do is hurry up and stop this process because I think it is tainted with an impression; and have a well informed, thoughtful committee sit down and review all the facts and take into account this presentation and really understand what they are doing.  I don’t think hurry up let’s close a couple of fire houses and see what happens is how you run a city.  

Councilman Adams:  I agree.

Dr. Neil Troost:   Furthermore, I don’t think what you do is annex a new area first and say we will figure out their fire protection later, and by the way let’s close yours here.  You are going to increase response times, seconds count in these events. If there is carbon monoxide poisoning, a heart attack or a fire burning.  I don’t want to hear well the response time used to be a minute and a half but now it’s four minutes but don’t worry the ISO still approves that.  That’s garbage; its nonsense.  That is a cowards game to hide behind some general criteria that would allow it to sneak through and be considered appropriate when a fool would understand what we are really doing here degrading what was previously excellent service in the community for some other goal, which is not directly related to public safety or fire suppression.  I don’t think any of those things have really been discussed.  I would argue that what has been in the paper is an attempt to strong-arm this issue, be presented as a done deal and give the community the impression that they need to sit down, shut up and wait to see what happens.  I think something of this magnitude is inappropriate to be packaged in that manner

Councilman Adams:  I would share with you the letter from Derek Thompson, the Community Litigation Analyst, they talk about on February 26th it will be six months and if the improvements are not completed the ISO will publish a retrogress classification, but will continue to work with your community for an improved future classification.  So there isn’t any drop-dead deadline as I read it.  I think we have time and I think it would be worthwhile.  Whatever it takes.  There are things we can start doing now, but I agree with you I don’t think we should close two fire houses.   
Dr. Neil Troost:  It sounds as if we can buy our way to the next classification just with some material investment.  I don’t know I don’t work for the department; you tell me.
Councilman McGinn:  If I might make a suggestion?

President Watts:  Well, I want them to understand.  What this council intends to do is to say hey, let’s drop back look at what we are doing and form a committee to look at this and make sure what we are doing is the right thing; but all that can be is a recommendation.  I am not blowing you off; that is all this council can do is say this is where we are at, we are going to step back and look at this.

Dr. Neil Troost:    I think the impression of the community is that this was already a done deal, and this meeting is a last-ditch effort to try to turn the train.  I am happy to hear you say that is not true at all.  

President Watts:  The greatest thing about what we do is that it’s amendable.  Everybody up here tries to do the right thing.  

Dr. Neil Troost:  With all do respect, I don’t think they have been looked at once.  

President Watts:  Certainly.  I would ask Mr., Hamilton to be the one to draft what we want to say, working with the administration, with the Local 357 forming this committee and what we…I don’t know, are we forming a resolution?  
Councilwoman Robinson:  We would make a recommendation to the Mayor that everything stops until the Council and advisory committee has a chance to look at it.  

Dr. Neil Troost:  I am sure I am not the only person here to be struck with the jarring dissimilarities between the presentation in the paper, last weeks comments by the Fire Chief and then tonight’s presentation by the Local 357.  We need to figure out where the truth lies here. Thank you very much.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion that we as the Council and the City of Evansville step back on the closing of Fire Stations and form an Advisory Committee and send it to Mayor Weinzapfel.  
President Watts:  John, would you draft it?  If you have ideas as to what should be represented and we will try to get together with the administration.  Is Shawn still here?  Shawn, can you get some recommendations to Alberta this week so we can get something finalized?  Wednesday by noon could you have something?
Shawn Oglesby:  Yes.  

President Watts:  We will get it to John and have something put together next week.  

Councilman McGinn:  For what it’s worth, I think the gentlemen that was just here is worried because…who has the authority to close the fire station?  If it’s the Chief, the Board of Public Safety or us?  There is no Board of Public Safety meeting…the Chief is here if he will tell us that he is not going to close these until we get this committee formed to get something done.  I think everyone will be happier including me.  
President Watts:  Folks, we have established what we are going to do.  Chief, can you get with Alberta by Wednesday to put a group together?  Every meeting we host will be open to the public.  You will be welcomed; any comments you will be able to hear and all discussion that is made.  That is probably the proper forum to do that.  What is your recommendation…oh we probably ought to vote, my bad.     
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion that we as the Council and the City of Evansville step back on the closing of Fire Stations and form an Advisory Committee and send it to Mayor Weinzapfel.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  

President Watts:  Chief, can you get with her by Wednesday?

Fire Chief Jarboe:  Yes.

President Watts: Then we will set some meeting times you can come in and present…did Shawn leave?  Again, with your presentation, we will present those again to the committee.  Hopefully, we can find middle-ground here.  Okay, thank you.  With that, I don’t know…I have several people that were concerned with the fire station closings.  Anyone that can’t come to the meetings you are welcome to come up and speak.  My advice would be, wait until we form the committee and then speak to that committee.  Again, anyone that wants to speak is welcome to.  I will go through this list, if you would like to speak when I call your name….if…once I call your name…folks please be respectful.  When I call your name if you would like to speak then you are welcomed or if you would like to defer until the committee…either way.  Billy Weir.  With the amount of speakers I would ask that you provide new information.  

Billy Weir:   Billy Weir; 706 E. Louisiana St.  Fire Station 10 is in my area.  We had a fire three houses from my house last year.  The fire was on the back of the house.  Fire Station 10 was the first to respond.  They were hooked to the fire hydrant and had a hose running by the time Station 8 got there; it was three to four minutes later when they got there.  Station 3 got there three to four minutes after Station eight got there.  If you close 10 down you are going to put a lot of people in jeopardy because the houses are so close together, they are old houses. My house was built in 1939; if it were to catch on fire it would go up like a roman candle.  These guys put their lives on the line and I respect every one of them.   If my house were to catch on fire, and you close Station 10 and it takes three to four minutes longer to get to my house, I hope my kids don’t burn up in a fire…now you are a school teacher you have one of my kids in your room…if you take away 10, for example you have Delaware School, businesses and homes…the only thing I am asking you to think about is that you say you want to have a board, on this board are citizens going to be on it?  

President Watts:  Certainly, how many we don’t know yet, but that is what we will have next Monday.  

Billy Weir:   I will volunteer my time if I could be put on the board.  I think it is a drastic thing to close down a fire station.  These guys do wonders.

Councilman Adams:  Sir, for clarification it is important for me to communicate to you that I brought up the water situation, not to blame the fire station.  The wonderful thing about the ISO report is that it constructively shows us where we need to try to make improvements.  The problem with the water is its part of the ISO number.  There is a number called the divergence number and the availability of water, how fast and how good the firemen do respond to fires is part of that number.  If we can work on it perhaps…obviously we have a lot of problems in this city…and if we can work on it together maybe we can get the best we can.  Do you understand what I am talking about?  I am not blaming the Fire Department for the water, I am not blaming anybody.  I think this is just something that was pointed out and I think maybe we can do something about it.  

Billy Weir:   I understand that.  What I am trying to say is…you all say that you do not have the authority not to close the fire houses…but if it was your area where you live. Would you want that fire truck taken out of your area, Doc, and put across town?  Connie would you?
Councilwoman Robinson:  No.

Billy Weir:   Would you?

Councilman McGinn:  I don’t want 10 taken out because my daughter works at Delaware.  

Billy Weir:   I don’t want it moved.  I am a taxpayer; I have lived in that house for 16 years and I thank God that they are there.  I hope and pray you think about what would happen to somebody’s family if their house caught on fire and that fire station was closed, could you live with that on your conscience?  As a human being, I couldn’t live with it on my conscience that I closed a fire station or that I was even instrumental and somebody’s kid got burned up.  I would be more than happy to be on the committee.  Thank you.  

President Watts:  We have 22 speakers so to be fair to everyone we are going to limit your comments to two minutes now.  Alberta will let you know when you have 30 seconds left.  Berniece you are next.

Berniece Tirmenstein:  Berniece Tirmenstein; 1636 E. Blackford Ave.  Fire Chief Jarboe spoke at our University South Neighborhood Association meeting. He gave the response time of 1 ½ to 2 ½ miles.  I feel it should not be addressed in terms of miles but taking into consideration the areas of concentration and vulnerability.  I will address that with Station 14. The area that it serves stretches from Evans Ave., ten blocks west of 41 on the west and to Boeke Rd., on the east and Taylor Ave., six blocks south of Washington and to the Lloyd Expressway to the north.  In this area we have four schools, a university with residence halls, dorms and fraternity houses.  I did my homework and found out the number of students enrolled.  Bosse High School, a little under 800; Reitz Memorial High School, 793; St. Benedicts School and Preschool, 452; Washington Middle School, 540 for a total of 2,585 students.  Then I called University of Evansville and I was given the numbers of students living in the residence halls and dorms, 1,298; four fraternity houses, 441; other houses and duplexes, for a total of 1,742…

Clerk Matlock:  30 seconds.

Berniece Tirmenstein:  …we then have a total of 3,171 students.  So we come up with a count of 5,756 young students and that accounts to great potential toward younger people.  You might ask why I stood out in the rain…what?

Clerk Matlock:  Your time is up.

Berniece Tirmenstein:  My time is up?  Okay.
Voice from Audience:  Can I give her my two minutes?  

President Watts:  Berniece, can you wrap it up pretty quickly for us?

Berniece Tirmenstein:  Oh now you mean I can speak more?  Okay.  Last week I was there with the group that was signing petitions, letting people voice their opinion.  I worked everyday last week against the closing.  People wanted to come to express their opinion.  On Tuesday morning I was there from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. working in the cold rain for five hours.  You might ask why an old lady like me, 83 years of age, would do that?  The answer is simple; I have a compassion for people’s safety and well being.  Thank you.  
President Watts:  Sally Herron.

Sally Herron:  Sally Herron; 403 Christ Rd.   It never fails to amaze me that when I come here all of you don’t really know what is in your job description or what you are allowed to do or not allowed to do.  I know that I have said this before but you guys say the same thing over and over so I will say it again.  I am really disappointed also that Mr. Jarboe didn’t get to speak so that he could tell a different story than what he told me a week and a half ago at the Mayor’s release on this.  Also, since Ms. Mosby has been absent from her neighborhood meetings and doesn’t really care too much about what her constituents think about, someone needs to take her place or I am going to do that tonight.  Are you willing to take a different stand?  First, you were against this and now you are for it.  Just a yes or a no, if you would because I have two minutes.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  No, I would like to address that.  

Sally Herron:  Then I would like to save my time.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Then you go ahead and then I will address your…

Sally Herron:  Okay, then is it also true that you were on the southeast side of town trying to drum up people to come to this meeting?  You and Mr. Jarboe that was in favor of getting fire protection…

President Watts:  Ma’am, I would not rather get into a debate.  I certainly want to hear everything that you have to say. 

Sally Herron:  Well I think her constituents…how many constituents of Missy’s are here…

President Watts:  …but 

Councilwoman Mosby:  I really want to address her issues.   

Sally Herron:  Don’t they have a right to know?  Isn’t that a conflict of interest to a degree?  It’s highly unethical.  

President Watts:  Ma’am, just because someone disagrees with you doesn’t give…

Councilwoman Mosby:  You constantly cut us down and you never have a good thing to say about us.  I work hard for my community and I do go to neighborhood meetings.  I don’t see you at any of them.  

Sally Herron:  I don’t live in your ward.  I am here because you don’t want to seem to represent your ward.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  You call the neighborhood presidents…I go to their meetings.  I am there, they e-mail me and I talk to them.  Fickas Neighborhood Association, who we fail to mention here…one of the reasons I took the stand that I did is because there is a deficiency in part of my ward as far as fire protection coverage, and that bothers me.  There is an area on Burdette and Frisse, all the way to Fickas Rd. that there is a deficiency in fire protection coverage. 

Sally Herron:  They are not annexed into the city are they?

Councilwoman Mosby:  They are in the city.

Sally Herron:  Okay, so you want you want to take from some of the constituents like our President wants to do and give to others.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  Ma’am, when I…

President Watts:  Okay, Brenda Bergawitz.

Councilwoman Mosby:  May I address something real quick?  

President Watts:  Yes, 30 seconds.

Sally Herron:  You have two minutes.

Councilwoman Mosby:  You are a very rude person.  I would hate to wake up every morning…you are upset with everything.  
Sally Herron:  I am glad you don’t.

Councilwoman Mosby:  I sat down and I spoke with Chief Jarboe he showed me areas that were overlapping.  I have an area in the second ward that has a deficiency so I am trying to protect the rights of all the citizens in the second ward and the City of Evansville.

President Watts:  Brenda Bergawitz you are up next.
Brenda Bergawitz:  Brenda Bergawitz; 3646 Orchard Rd in the county.  Years ago I was on the German Township Fire Department as an EMT so I really admire and respect all the fire fighters.  How should the people have confidence in Chief Jarboe’s recommendation to close two neighborhood fire departments?  Chief Jarboe has been involved in morally and ethically questionable behaviors in the past, such as secret meetings and back room decisions to take away our local homestead credit as the City Council President.  He was also a major figure in supporting the downtown arena.  Thank you.
President Watts:  If we could please keep our comments to the stations.  Just because someone disagrees doesn’t mean they are dishonest.  

Benson Liggett:  Benson Liggett; 15 E. Oregon St.  I am more interested in the older people like myself and wife, I am 79 and she is 80.  Christmas Eve she broke her hip and in July I had to have open heart surgery.  On my block I counted and I know that there is over five disabled people right in there, and that is the people I am looking out for.  I think instead of closing Fire Station 10, it ought to be left open as well as 14 because there are a lot of old houses in there.  If there are old people in these houses how are they going to get out?  Things need to be thought of before you start closing these fire houses.  Thank you.

President Watts:  Thank you.  Michael?  

Michael Pruitt:  Michael Pruitt; 750 S. Boeke.  Do not forget that things are a little harder to quantify in valuing of closing or not closing a station.  The stability of those houses offered in those neighborhoods, the goodwill that it does for the community, involvement in schools and things of that nature.  So when you go forward not only look at the data there, but consider some of the other things that are tangible but harder to quantify.  Thank you.
Theresa Robertson:  Theresa Robertson; 25 E Missouri St.  A while back I had a house fire, there was a foot of snow on the ground and I was not home at the time.  If it were not for Fire Station 10 I would have lost my house.  I spoke to a Fire Inspector and he told me that if it had been just a couple of more minutes in response time my house would not have been there.  Right now I live within two blocks of 10; we live in a very old neighborhood and our house now if it were to burn it would be gone.  We have houses close together in my neighborhood also; there was just a house on the next block you could not get a person between them.  Thank you 10 for saving my house, I did lose two of my pets and I am just glad my family was not in that.  We can hear 10 go out a lot during the day time and they are probably the first one’s there anywhere.  Please try to look into everything you can to keep from closing these two fire stations. 

President Watts:  Thank you.  Michael Sandefur.

Michael Sandefur:  Michael Sandefur; resident of Vanderburgh County.  This legislative body has the authority to make a resolution to send to the Mayor to stop the closing until the committee can make a decision out of that. If you care about the citizens of this community and the firemen you could do that tonight and it would be a wonderful thing.

Councilwoman Robinson:  That is what he is going to draft.

President Watts:  That’s what John is writing up for us.  It will be next Monday.

Michael Sandefur:  You can pass that tonight.    It can be ten words…stop, stop, stop this process until we have our meeting.  You mentioned that everything done in here is amendable so I guess with that said since we can’t seem to keep our sewers running and our fire stations opened; I would suggest three recommendations, keep the fire stations opened, fix the sewers and flush the arena.  Thank you.
Joseph Stagg:  Joseph Stagg; South Willow.  Before you start my time can I thank somebody here for something really wonderful that they did?

President Watts:  Certainly.

Joseph Stagg:  Missy Mosby, she helped me to acquire my beautiful home across the street from Hose House 14, which I am very grateful.  Do you remember that?  You knew how badly that I wanted that house so much.  Thank you.  I live across the street from a fire house; all my life I wanted that.  I am old enough to have lived in Chicago and be aware of the fire in the 50’s at Our Lady Queen of Angels or Northwestern where hundreds of children burned to death because the fire trucks could not get through.  My granddaughter saw a woman burn to death.  We had fires for days on end.  I can assure we need all the fire houses we can get and more fire.  We have at least a half a dozen grade schools, three high schools and one college.  We don’t want anybody to get burned up.
Jeff Day:  My name is Jeff Day.  I live at 6000 Berry Lane, Evansville, Indiana.  Ms. Robinson, before all of those people sat down, I walked up to each person and I asked them to sign the petition to save the fire houses.  You were a little bit tardy so I didn’t get the opportunity.  Will you sign the petition to save the fire houses?  
President Watts:  I think that is what our committee is going to do.

Jeff Day:  I want everyone to know that Missy Mosby, John Friend, and B.J. Watts refused to sign the petitions.  I think everyone here will need to remember at the next elections how they voted.  The next thing I want to say is Mr. Watts said something to Mr. Jarboe about Mr. Jarboe reserving the decision.  I never heard Mr. Jarboe say he will hold off on any decision to close the fire houses until your committee has made a decision.  Will Mr. Jarboe please tell the audience he will not make any decision until the committee has decided? 
President Watts:  Charlene Braker.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Excuse me.  I would like to point something out real quick.  The reason I did not sign the petition is due to the fact that there is a deficiency in the coverage of part of the Second Ward and I am concerned about those citizens also.  Also, I did nothing unethical.  I invited people even on my facebook page to attend the meeting to listen and see what is going on.  
Charlene Braker:  My name is Charlene Braker, 1700 E. Blackford, and I’m so glad it’s my turn because here we go again.  Missy, I’m in Ward 2.  I belong to University South Neighborhood Association. I have been active in that Association for four years and we’ve never seen you there.  You’ve never been there.  You’ve been to one meeting and that was an emergency meeting called in the neighborhood because of a rash of burglaries.  You’ve never been to this meeting. Let me show you. No you haven’t. We have yard sales that we post.  We’ve had neighborhood picnics that we posted and you have never attended any of these.  To say that you represent me and my neighborhood…
President Watts:  Ma’am, could you please…No we’re okay to disagree but if there are going to be personal attacks from…not from the audience or this council and that’s fair.
Councilwoman Mosby:  I am going to address that.
Charlene Braker:  But she represents me…

President Watts:  And you are welcome to disagree but this is an informational meeting.

Councilwoman Mosby:  The reason I have not attended those meetings, I did come to the meeting when there was a rash of burglaries…

Charlene Braker: That was not a neighborhood meeting that was a special meeting…

Councilwoman Mosby: And would you please let me finish my sentence.  I spoke to the Neighborhood President at that time.  I gave her my name and number.  I called her and emailed her and she told me she really did not want me there and that she would call me and invite me if she wanted me to come to the meetings, so that is why.  
Charlene Braker:  That has been over a year ago because we’ve had meetings monthly since then.  You have yet to attend.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  Because I am not invited.

Charlene Braker:  What I am saying is that I am a representative…you represent me so my fire station is in that area too.  I don’t want to lose it, to give it to somebody else in your area.  Thank you.  
Jim Braker:  Good evening Council.  I am here to represent the people; I have petitions here that people have signed to save the firehouses.  We have over 2,000 signatures from people that want to keep their firehouses.  This will be an ongoing thing and we still have people signing these petitions so we want council to know that the people are speaking.  You represent the people, you don’t represent the Mayor.  Also, we have over 3,000 signatures saying that we have lack of confidence in the Mayor.  What it says is that we have a vote of no confidence.  We the following Citizens of Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana, hereby publicly state our opposition to an unacceptable performance from our Mayor.  We the following petitioners publicly state our lack of trust towards Mayor Weinzapfel for conducting and contracting public business in numerous secret places.  That is the problem…is secrets, you know.  Other questionable, political and economic decisions that brought us to call for this action are the new downtown arena, attempts to keep the 2009, 2010 Local Homestead Credit, unnecessary annexation of east, north and west sides of Evansville and not letting a public referendum for those opposed to the arena.  Thank you for your time.
President Watts:  Matthew Otten.
Matthew Otten:  Matthew Otten; 8134 A O’Daniel Lane.  I am an RA for the University of Southern Indiana.  I have seen this, there was a firehouse in my town in Ohio…guess what they did?  They closed it.  Thousands of residents got mad, got angry, yelled and did the same thing all these citizens are doing right here.  They went to our trustees and said we want it back and we want it open again!  About three months later at my work my boss and I were painting and we set off the fire alarm.  I dropped my paintbrush, ran to my manager and said call the security company, the fire department and cancel the call, it’s a false alarm. She said I just got off the phone and they said it’s too late.  I ran to the front of the store, by the time I got up there the fire department was already there, in their gear, their suits and breathing apparatus ready to go fight a fire.  They were open at that time.  What happened if they were closed and that was a real fire?  We had about 300 to 500 employees there and if we had to wait more than three minutes that whole building could have been in flames.  300 to 500 people could have lost their lives that day, because someone said let’s save some money.  No, you do not sacrifice personal safety to save a few cents.  That’s all I have to say, thank you.  

President Watts:  Daniel Chandley.

Daniel Chandley:  Daniel Chandley; 1400 E. Maryland St.  The last fire we had across the street from me, Hose House 10 arrived before the alarm was turned in and there have been many other instances.  My house was saved in the late 70’s from a cedar tree being on fire due to fireworks.  Even Billy Weir’s sister’s house was caught on fire and they saved the house and the adjoining house.  There have been many factors that have failed to be considered in making any kind of decision to close a fire house.  I think one thing the committee should consider is census bureau statistics to find out how many disabled people live in these areas.  I know from reading the paper that seems to the largest budget items to Pigeon Township is fire fighting and relief to the poor.  This is an essential service; please don’t close the fire house.  Thank you.  

President Watts:  Eric Cake.

Eric Cake:  Eric Cake; 7812 Green Briar Drive, I am also a representative of COIN.  I have two suggestions for the committee you make.  One is that you have meetings in a location that is covered by those two fire stations that way local people can attend.  Also, for people to represent the citizens, to ask the neighborhood association representatives.  That is all I ask; thank you.

President Watts:  John Pfeffer.

John Pfeffer:  John Pfeffer; I live in Haubstadt, Indiana, but I am a mailman in the area around Hose House 14.  One comment I haven’t heard is the fact that Hose House 14 is located near Highway 41 and Lloyd Expressway where there are a lot of accidents, especially at one of, if not the worst intersections in Evansville, at Highway 41 and Walnut.  I have called in many times for accidents that have happened there, very serious accidents where seconds do matter.  I care very deeply for my customers and also for the people that travel through the area that might be from other areas, other wards or out of town.   Hose House 14 is there immediately during the times I have called.  I know that you are proud of your town for being one of the best places in the nation to live, I would hope the fire stations is probably one of the reasons why this is.  Please do not take it down to lowest common denominator.  I know that all of these changes would still fall within the national parameters, but service is still needed over such an action.  Thank you.

President Watts:  Michael Weir.

Michael Weir: Michael Weir; 203 E. Oregon St.  I am here to talk about Station 10 closing.  Where they want to put 10 and 14 is next to quince; quince is a part ladder or a part pump or a part pump and ladder, and it cannot rate as all of that.  All it needs to rate as pump and ladder is more men.  14 and 10 went to a house fire on the south side of town and they were right behind 1 when they got there.  Three houses burnt down and they still needed more trucks. Chief Jarboe, when he was District Chief, tried to hurry up and get trucks to house fires and last year at right outside of my house was a house fire in the 100 block of E. Oregon St and the corner was full of smoke; and Hose House 10 was the first ones there.  They have been in a lot of fires around the area and our houses are right next to each other.  To me I feel safe knowing the Hose House 10 is right outside.  I have a fire hydrant right outside, but I don’t want to have to go out and buy a hose just to hook up to it.  The cops are here, the firemen are here; and to me their salaries need to come from the top down…they put their lives on the line every day and they need that top money.  Thank you.  

Robert Ralph:  My name is Robert Ralph and I live at 668 S Burckhardt Rd.  I have been an Evansville Fireman for 11 years.  I just received a text about 15 minutes ago that Engine 10 was dispatched on a two month old baby not breathing with blood coming out her mouth two blocks north of the station.  The firefighters on scene got the baby breathing before AMR was on the scene.  That is the type of service that every single man and woman in our department deliver to this community and we want to continue to do that.  Thank you.        

Councilman Adams:  The trachea of a two month old baby is smaller than your little finger; it doesn’t take but a couple of CC’s of blood to block it.   
Frank Peterlin:  Frank Peterlin; 4701 Big Cynthiana Rd.  Thank you for your time and patience tonight; I appreciate you officiating the meeting on a very difficult topic and I appreciate the respect that each one of you have given.  We are an old manufacturing city on the banks of the Ohio River.  We operate in a declining manufacturing economy.  As an old city many of the houses around Stations 10 and 14 are over 100 years old.  As a river city, many of our roads are impassable for periods of half a day or more on two or three days a year.  An Evansville solution for the people of Evansville will take those points to heart.  I trust and challenge each of you to support a resolution to the opposition of closing the Fire Houses 10 and 14.  Thank you, Mr. Watts.  

Mike Wilson:  Mike Wilson; 1314 John St.  Although I am somewhat concerned about potential closings I am sure that the powers-to-be will come to their senses and do the right thing, which I think you all are part of that process.  My concern is who owns this building?...Who? 
Clerk Matlock:  The Building Authority.

Mike Wilson:  The Building Authority.  I am going to try to drill this down a little bit, who pays for the improvements and the repairs to this building?
Clerk Matlock:  Do you want me to answer him?

President Watts:  The taxpayers.

Mike Wilson:  Okay, well who writes the check?  Is it a city check?  A county check?  Who makes the decision on what goes on this building?  

Clerk Matlock:  Well sir...

Mike Wilson:  Do you play a part in that or is it the County Council?  

Clerk Matlock:  No sir, the Building Authority owns the building.  Every office in here rents from that and they have a board of directors.

President Watts:  Like the city pays…

Mike Wilson:  Who holds that board accountable?  I am trying to get someone to be accountable for what goes on in this building.  

Clerk Matlock:  Well, every officeholder is accountable for their office.

Mike Wilson:  No, who does the Building Authority…who are they accountable to?  

Clerk Matlock:  Their board of directors.

President Watts:  Their board of directors.

Mike Wilson:  Who are they accountable to? 

Councilman Walker:  I think what he is trying to say is who appoints them.

Mike Wilson:  Yes, I am.  Who oversees their decisions?  Do you all not?  Does County Council not?

Clerk Matlock:  No.

Mike Wilson:  Well who does?

Councilwoman Bredhold:  What specific…what specific decision is of concern to you?  Is this…is this just a…

Mike Wilson:  Well I have a specific decision, but it could be ongoing and evidently there is some history there.  So I would like to know, who the Building Authority is accountable to?
Clerk Matlock:  The board of directors and you’ve got 40 seconds left.

President Watts:  Is there a specific problem that you have that we could maybe try to address?

John Hamilton:  They are an entity established by a…under a special enabling legislation. 

Mike Wilson:  I guess I am a little bit lax in my civic experience but I am getting better.  I have learned how to ask the right questions and how to hold people accountable.  I think that you all might be getting used to accountability.  It is probably going to get better.  So where can I find out who holds the Building Authority accountable to the decisions that they make?  

Clerk Matlock:  Sir, if you make…if you go…if you come during the day 

Mike Wilson:  When does this board meet and is it a public meeting?  Who appoints the board?  They just don’t come out of thin air do they? 

Clerk Matlock:  Well…

John Hamilton:  There is a state enabling statute.  I will have to review to be honest.

Mike Wilson:  Can I call you tomorrow for that?  

John Hamilton:  You can call me; I have several court things and all and I will return your call as soon as I am available.

Mike Wilson:  Okay.  I am going to get a little more involved in that area.  The people of the County Commissioners tomorrow will see me.  Thank you.

President Watts:  Thank you.  With that I would remind Council members that we have the informational meeting tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. in 301, jointly with the county to go through the security measures.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Resolution C-2009-27



Confirming resolution for property

Date:
November 9, 2009 



tax phase-in 

Time:
5:05 p.m.




(Mead Johnson Nutritionals)
Notify:
Libbie Au

Re:
Resolution C-2009-30



Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing,

Date:
November 9, 2009



and Approving an Agreement 

Time:
5:10 p.m.




between the City of Evansville and 

Notify: George Fithian



FOP Lodge 73.

Re:
Ordinance F-2009-15



Authorizing transfer of

Date:
November 9, 2009



appropriations, and additional

Time:
5:15 p.m.




appropriations and repeal and

Notify: Jenny Collins




re-appropriation of funds.

Re:
Resolution C-2009-28



Ratifying the 2010-2014

Date:
November 9, 2009



Consolidated Housing &

Time:
5:20 p.m.




Community Development Plan

Notify: Tonya Turnley (DMD)


and 2010 Annual Action Plan

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-22



A petition to vacate certain streets 

Date:
November 9, 2009



and alleys (bounded by MLK, Jr.  

Time:
5:25 p.m.




Blvd., Walnut St., S.E. 6th St., and 

Notify: Krista Lockyear



Main St.)

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-23



A petition to vacate certain streets 

Date:
November 9, 2009



and alleys (Northeastern 18 ft. 6th St.  

Time:
5:25 p.m.




adjacent to and between Blocks 37 

Notify: Krista Lockyear



and 38)

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-24



A petition to vacate a public way 

Date:
November 16, 2009



located at 1849 & 1901 Hawthorne  

Time:
5:25 p.m.




Ave. 

Notify: Justin Shofstall
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk   
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