
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 16, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 16, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Clerk Matlock.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the November 16, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Meghan Burke

Mallory Hardesty

Samantha Laszlo
Jaci Turner

Jessica Rodgers


COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Karmire is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held November 9, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR NOVEMBER 13th PACKET:

*Agenda for the November 16, 2009 City Council Meeting.
*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Ordinances G-2009-25 and G-2009-26.

*Resolution C-2009-33.

*Vacation study reports and return receipt cards for Ordinances G-2009-22, G-2009-23, and 
  G-2009-24.
*Notice of Special Meeting and Agenda for the Evansville Historic Preservation

  Commission.

*News Release: Bank on Evansville Reaches a Milestone.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*City Council Minutes from November 9, 2009.

*Ordinance F-2009-15 Addendum.

*Port Authority November 16, 2009 Draft Agenda. 

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission Notice of Special Meeting.

*Historic Preservation Notice of Special Meeting.

*News Releases:


-New Playground Equipment at Bellemeade Park.


-Mayor Welcomes Ohio River Bearcats.

Councilman Adams moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
President Watts:  Before we move on I would like to…first, I saw a few members of the audience I got to speak with before the meeting started and we are not going to take public comment on the fire stations tonight, but if you would like, if you could fill out one of the sheets in the back with a phone number, e-mail address or the best way to get in touch with you and once those committee meetings are set they will notify you.  Also, before I came here tonight I had stopped by the funeral home and it is not a good place to be so I would like to take a moment of silence if we could.  Rick Borries spent his life educating children and he worked hard as a County Commissioner, and if we could I would like to take a moment to honor Rick.  Thank you very much.  
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-25

A.S.D.
(MOSBY)

          
         
         ADAMS

An ordinance amending Section 5.40.040 of the City of Evansville Municipal Code regarding taxicabs

ORDINANCE G-2009-26

A.S.D.
(MOSBY)

      
        
         ADAMS

An ordinance amending Chapter 2.10 of the Evansville Municipal Code

RESOLUTION C-2009-33

FINANCE



        
        FRIEND

Resolution of Common Council Approving Redevelopment District Bonds 

President Watts:  Before I forget actually would you do me a favor and notify all the taxi cab companies and let them know there is going to be a change before they start doing the paperwork for 2010.  I should have told you that last week, but I forgot, sorry.
John Hamilton:  Well, actually notify them of the committee hearings. 
President Watts:  Yeah, so that if anyone that wants to speak on that we will actually let them know.  

John Hamilton:  You all know that that ordinance has been filed as to increase insurance limits and it will be up for discussion and I assume that you want all the taxi companies in for…

President Watts:  If they have questions send them to me because I sponsored it.  Okay.
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-22

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (bounded by Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Walnut Street, S.E. 6th Street, and Main Street)

ORDINANCE G-2009-23

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (Northeastern 18 feet of 6th Street adjacent to and between Blocks 37 and 38)

ORDINANCE G-2009-24

PUBLIC WORKS  
                               
         ADAMS
An ordinance to vacate a public right of way in Evansville, Indiana on the property commonly known as 1849 & 1901 Hawthorne Avenue, Evansville, Indiana

ORDINANCE F-2009-15

FINANCE



                    FRIEND
An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfer of appropriations, additional appropriations, and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for various city funds

ORDINANCE F-2009-16

FINANCE



      
        FRIEND
An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfers of appropriations, additional appropriations and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for the Evansville Vanderburgh County Levee Authority

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Councilman Adams:  Ordinances G-2009-22, G-2009-23, and G-2009-24 as amended come forward with a do-pass recommendation from committee.
FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Ordinances F-2009-15 as amended and F-2009-16 and they come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-22

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (bounded by Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Walnut Street, S.E. 6th Street, and Main Street)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-22 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-22 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-23

PUBLIC WORKS   
                                             ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain streets and alleys (Northeastern 18 feet of 6th Street adjacent to and between Blocks 37 and 38)

Councilman Adams moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-23 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-23 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-24 as amended
PUBLIC WORKS  
                       
     ADAMS
An ordinance to vacate a public right of way in Evansville, Indiana on the property commonly known as 1849 & 1901 Hawthorne Avenue, Evansville, Indiana

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-24 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-24 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-15 as amended
FINANCE


                    FRIEND
An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfer of appropriations, additional appropriations, and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for various city funds

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2009-15 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2009-15 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-16

FINANCE



     
        FRIEND
An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfers of appropriations, additional appropriations and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for the Evansville Vanderburgh County Levee Authority

Councilman Adams moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance F-2009-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2009-16 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
There will not be a City Council Meeting for the next two Mondays, November 23, 2009 and November 30, 2009.  The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, December 7, 2009 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings will begin at 5:15 p.m.
Councilman McGinn:  As you recall last week I talked about some of the issues we all get from the neighborhood associations.  They call and talk about the house in the area that is a problem area and they are worried about their neighborhoods changing.  Over the years there have been many committees to look at ways to do this.  I am thinking of a baby-step approach to some of their issues.  I think we all get the same complaints.  The complaints I get are about tenants in rental property.  I am sure owner-occupied homes do the same thing, whereby the tenant will leave their trash out, the dogs get into and it’s all over the yard.  I may be incorrect on my research, but it looks like the only thing now that can be done is that the neighbor makes a complaint to Code Enforcement, they have to inspect it, then they give the landlord, who has a primary responsibility for keeping the yard clean, a period of time to get it cleaned up.  If he or she doesn’t, then they have to file administrative papers and proceedings which it sits there for three to five months and about the time there is a hearing the landlord may change or sell the property and nothing works.  I would like to ask two things: one, that we talk to our neighborhood groups to see if this continues to be an issue and the other so that we all have the same tools to work with.  The group that is working with Operation City Beautiful and the Sheriff, I would like to ask our attorney, John Hamilton, if he could check to see if there could not be a procedure, whereby the person in possession of that is also primarily responsible.  It could be an ordinance or penal statute on like a parking ticket, clean it up…here is your ticket, its $50 if you don’t get it done.  I think people, if they realize they will get tagged for $50 bucks, they may clean it up that day.  I haven’t spoken with the Chief but I have met two to three of the neighborhood police officers.   They are in these neighborhoods hearing these people and I keep hearing that their hands are tied.  They have to do the same thing we do.  I would like to ask that we all know whether or not we can do it?   If it doesn’t work, maybe we should do a resolution to ask our State Representatives to make this a state law so that we actually have some enforcement that can be done immediately.  So if you would mind in doing some of that research?   If we could keep this alive and try to take a baby-step.
John Hamilton:  There are several issues we have discussed.  I will do the research and get back to council.     
Councilman McGinn:  Okay, thank you.

Clerk Matlock:  Councilman McGinn, I do know for a fact that the Department of Metropolitan Development has a number you can call through to report things like that.  Also, the Building Commission they go out to check properties and things like that.  Both places do somewhat…what they can.  
President Watts:  That may be a place to start to see what they have on the books and see how we amend it.

Councilman McGinn:  But you will still check on the…

John Hamilton:  Yes.

Councilman McGinn:  Great, thank you.  Thank you, Alberta.

Clerk Matlock:  If you call, I can give you their numbers.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I just wanted to comment on the loss of Rick Borries, I was a student at Central High School in the late 80’s and the government class I took was taught jointly by Rick Borries and David Koehler.  You could imagine how fun that was and also you can guess who I sided with most of the time.  It was a great, fun class and both of those men were taken from us far too early.  They influenced many students, including myself, in interest in politics.   
Councilwoman Mosby:  I would like to wish Reitz High School and Memorial High School the best of luck this weekend as they go to semi-state.  I know Reitz is here so let’s pack the bowl.  I believe Memorial is traveling to Chatard.  So best of luck to both of them 
President Watts:  Thank you.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Anyone in the audience have anything under miscellaneous business?  Seeing none.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:  
Ordinance G-2009-25


Amending Section 5.40.040

Date: 
December 7, 2009


regarding taxicabs

Time: 
5:15 p.m.

Notify: John Hamilton

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-26


Amending Chapter 2.10

Date:
December 7, 2009


regarding filing amendments

Time:
5:20 p.m.



to ordinances and resolutions

Notify: John Hamilton


scheduled for final action.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Resolution C-2009-33


Approving Redevelopment District Bonds

Date:
December 7, 2009




Time:
5:25 p.m.





Notify: Tom Barnett


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.


ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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