
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 14, 2009

The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 14, 2009 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman Friend.   
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the December 14, 2009 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Kelly Featherstone
Margie Akin
Josh Betz

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Graham is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held December 7, 2009.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR DECEMBER 11TH PACKET:

*Agenda for the December 14, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Rezoning Ordinances R-2009-16 and R-2009-17

*Rezoning Ordinance R-2009-10 as amended.

*Area Plan Commission Staff Reports and Minutes from November 12, 2009 Meeting.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*A memo from George Fithian regarding schedule for employees to meet with new  

  Health Plan Administrator.

*News Release: Wesselman Nature Center Renovation and Addition Contract Approval.

*A list of City Council 2009 Board Appointments.

*An Addendum to Ordinance F-2009-17.

*A memo from Sam Whipple regarding Taxicab Drug Testing Policies.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Amended Agenda for the December 14, 2009 City Council Meeting.

*Resolution C-2009-37.

*Ordinance G-2009-36.

*A memo concerning Rezoning Ordinance R-2009-11.

*A notice of dedication ceremony for new Fire Engine 7.

*December 8, 2009 EFD Advisory Committee Minutes and December 15, 2009 Proposed 

 Agenda.  

*A letter from Tricia Tominack regarding R-2009-11.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
Councilwoman Mosby:  If I could bring the Memorial Tigers forward please.  I would like to congratulate you guys.  What a wonderful year.  I was at the games in Indianapolis and you guys did a wonderful job.  You are definitely winners in our eyes. We want to thank you for the wonderful year and we look forward to next year.  

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2009-37 (DOCKET)


  

         MOSBY

A Resolution Honoring the Memorial Tigers Football Program

A RESOLUTION HONORING THE

MEMORIAL TIGERS FOOTBALL PROGRAM

WHEREAS, Reitz Memorial Catholic High School (“Memorial”) has a long and proud tradition of excellence in both academics and sports achievements; and

WHEREAS, the Memorial Football team was the Indiana State runner-up in Class 3A in 2009 for the second consecutive year; and

WHEREAS, the 2009 Memorial Football team began the season with a 1-3 record, but then proceeded to win 10 games in a row, including the semi state championship, defeating the No.1 ranked team; and

WHEREAS, the Memorial football program has established a tradition of teamwork, positive attitude, community, and fan support; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to recognize the achievements and hard work of the Memorial Football Program, including its head coach John Hurley, staff, players, and community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, as follows:

The City Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, on behalf of the residents of the City of Evansville, hereby honors the Memorial High School Football Program, including the 2009 Indiana State Class 3A semi state championship team, for their outstanding achievements.
President Watts:  I have a relationship with a lot of these students, and coach I have to tell you, not only a great football team but fine young men.  You certainly represented Evansville at the level that you guys did.  I hope you understand what it is that you accomplished because it is pretty special, and something that you will one day still be talking about it.  Congratulations; job well done fellows.  
Councilman Watts moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2009-37.  Voice Vote.  So Ordered.
Councilman Adams:   I will make the observation that this age group’s metabolic rate is so high that they don’t have to dress against the cold.  
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE R-2009-16
TO APC          
    
    C-4 with modified restrictions to 

                                                                           
    
      
      C-4  without restrictions

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as Expressway Dodge 5531 E. Indiana Street

Petitioner:

Expressway Dodge

Owner:


Robert J. Bulkley

Representative:


District:

Wendy Bredhold, Ward 3

ORDINANCE R-2009-17

TO APC            


 
 C-1  TO  R-1  

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 2012 Graham Avenue, Evansville, Indiana

Petitioner:

Irene Martin

Owner:


Same
Representative:
Douglas S. Walton, Atty.

District:

Missy Mosby, Ward 2
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2009-6 (as amended) FROM APC     
          C-2 TO C-4 w/ U& D Comm.

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 3911 Broadway

Petitioner:

Richard E. Jobe

Owner:


Richardson Homes LLC

Representative:
Same

District:

B.J. Watts, Ward 6

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for approval from the Area Plan Commission, having 8 affirmative votes.

ORDINANCE R-2009-11

FROM APC    
         
   

R-3 TO CO-1

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 803 SE 1st Street

Petitioner:

Tricia Tominack

Owner:


Same
Representative:
Leslie C. Shively, Shively & Associates, P.C.

District:

Connie Robinson, Ward 4

This petition comes forward with a recommendation for denial from the Area Plan Commission, having 1 affirmative vote and 7 negative votes.
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Second Reading of Zoning Ordinances and to accept the Area Plan Commission Report. 

Voice vote.  So ordered.  

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2009-6 (as amended) FROM APC     
          C-2 TO C-4 w/ U& D Comm.

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 3911 Broadway

Petitioner:

Richard E. Jobe

Richard Jobe:  I am Richard A. Job and my father is Richard E. Jobe.  I am here representing us on 3911 Broadway.  We are currently at a C-2 zoning and we are going for a C-4 zoning with certain restrictions as to adding about seven usages in a C-4 zoning.  I believe at the previous meeting they voted in favor eight to zero.  

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?

Councilman McGinn:  I watched this on the air and these are all family owned and operated businesses that you may put into property you already own, is that correct?

Richard Jobe:  Correct.  

Councilman McGinn:  Okay, thanks.  

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone in the audience that would like to speak either for or against this petition?

Fred Padgett:  I am Fred Padgett and I represent the Westside Improvement Association.  We support this project and have no problem with it.  

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council? Anyone else that would like to speak either for or against this petition?

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance R-2009-6 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2009-6 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ZONING ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE R-2009-11

FROM APC    
         
   

R-3 TO CO-1

An Ordinance to Rezone Certain Real Estate in the City of Evansville, State of Indiana, more commonly known as 803 SE 1st Street

Petitioner:

Tricia Tominack

President Watts:  I believe we did receive a letter from Ms. Tominack asking for a continuance.  

Tricia Tominack:  Yes, that is correct.  That is what I ask for this evening to provide ample time for Krista Lockyear to be here on my behalf, whereas she is not able to be here whatsoever this evening.  

Tim Dodd:  My name is Tim Dodd and I represent remonstrators in this petition.  I would like to be heard at the appropriate time.  

President Watts:  You are welcome to speak.  It has always been this council’s stance to grant a continuance but certainly.  

Tim Dodd:  The remonstrators have appeared twice before the Plan Commission.  I understand City Council’s policy and I have no argument with that.  I and the remonstrators became aware of this about 2:30 p.m. this afternoon that there would be a continuance.  An effort had been made for the remonstrators to appear and I would like for them to have the opportunity to stand and be recognized before you conclude this matter.  The people remonstrating against this particular petition please stand.  Thank you.  Not all of them may be able to make the next meeting and I do want the substantial remonstrance of record.  When you do grant her motion I assume a date will be set so that everyone here will know what the next date is without having to look further.  

Tricia Tominack:  The only objection I would have is that the record reflects his language, “the substantial remonstrators,” when a record cannot count the people back here.  I think that is prejudicial to my position and I object in that regard.  
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to continue Ordinance
R-2009-11 to January 11, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  
President Watts:  Mr. Dodd I would encourage you at 5:30 p.m. to certainly have, as well as Krista, to make sure that you get…and there is some conversation that is kind of a moot point here. 

Tricia Tominack:  Absolutely.
Councilman John:  Someone indicated that you may have some signage already on your property.  Are there any signs?

Tricia Tominack:  The remonstrators often speak to things that are not completely factual.  There is no signage on the exterior. The signage is from the inside out, which is pursuant to my rights under the special use permit owner occupied business.
Councilman John:  Well, that would be up to Area Plan if that is the case.  

Tricia Tominack:  I would like for them to be heard.  She says that is true, just so that goes on the record that I am in compliance with my special use permit.  

President Watts:  With that we will take a roll call vote to continue Ordinance R-2009-11 until January 11, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance R-2009-11 is granted a continuance until January 11, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-27

A.S.D.


      
    
        
         MOSBY

An Ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s Ordinance Concerning Fair Housing

ORDINANCE G-2009-28

A.S.D.


      
    
         
         MOSBY

An Ordinance re-numbering and re-organizing certain existing ordinances of the city

ORDINANCE G-2009-29

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Cardinal Cab Company, LLC.)

ORDINANCE G-2009-30

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Dave’s Taxi Service)

ORDINANCE G-2009-31

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (River City Yellow Cab Co., Inc.)

ORDINANCE G-2009-32

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Checker Cab Co.)

ORDINANCE G-2009-33

A.S.D.

      
    
                    
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Unity Taxi, LLC.)

ORDINANCE G-2009-34

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (E-Town Taxi Cab Co., LLC.)

ORDINANCE G-2009-35

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending parking fines

ORDINANCE F-2009-17

FINANCE
      
                                
        FRIEND

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfers of appropriations, additional appropriations and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for various city funds

RESOLUTION C-2009-34

FINANCE


      
        
        FRIEND

A Resolution to appeal for an increase to the maximum levy
RESOLUTION C-2009-35

FINANCE

      
    
        
        FRIEND

A resolution approving a declaratory resolution and economic development plan of the Evansville Redevelopment Commission and approving the order of the Area Plan Commission

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your finance committee met this evening to hear Ordinance F-2009-17 as amended and Resolutions C-2009-34 and C-2009-35 and all come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

ASD COMMITTEE:


CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY
Councilwoman Mosby: Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Ordinances G-2009-27, G-2009-28, G-2009-29, G-2009-30, G-2009-31, G-2009-32, G-2009-33, G-2009-34 and G-2009-35.  All come forward with a do-pass recommendation.

John Hamilton:  I think they also came forward with a vote by Council for the City Clerk to notify the City Controller that any of these taxicab ordinances that get approved tonight that she not grant any licenses whatsoever, grant, renew, or issue any licenses for 2010, until she receives confirmation from Sam Whipple that the drug testing policy has been satisfactory with them.
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Reports and move these Ordinances and Resolutions to Third Reading.  
Voice vote.  So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-27

A.S.D.


      
    
         
         MOSBY

An Ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s Ordinance Concerning Fair Housing

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2009-27 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-27 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-28

A.S.D.


      
    
         
         MOSBY

An Ordinance re-numbering and re-organizing certain existing ordinances of the city

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-28 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-28 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-29

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Cardinal Cab Company, LLC.)
Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-29 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-29 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-30

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Dave’s Taxi Service)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-30 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-30 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-31

A.S.D.

      
    
                    
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (River City Yellow Cab Co., Inc.)

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-31 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-31 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-32

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Checker Cab Co.)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-32 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-32 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-33

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
        MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (Unity Taxi, LLC.)

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-33 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-33 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-34

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance granting certificates of convenience and necessity for the operation of taxicabs for the year 2010 (E-Town Taxi Cab Co., LLC.)

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2009-34 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-34 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2009-35

A.S.D.

      
    
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending parking fines

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance G-2009-35 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2009-35 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2009-17 as amended FINANCE
      
                                
        FRIEND

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfers of appropriations, additional appropriations and repeal and re-appropriation of funds for various city funds

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

F-2009-17 as amended and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance F-2009-17 as amended is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-34

FINANCE


      
        
        FRIEND

A Resolution to appeal for an increase to the maximum levy
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2009-34 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-34 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2009-35

FINANCE

      
    
        
        FRIEND

A resolution approving a declaratory resolution and economic development plan of the Evansville Redevelopment Commission and approving the order of the Area Plan Commission
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2009-35 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  
McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, Watts

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2009-35 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
The next City Council Meeting will be held Monday, January 4, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  

Councilman Adams:   I was planning on making a motion tonight in the hopes we would be able to appoint Councilman Friend and Councilman McGinn to the Redevelopment Commission.  It appears that that will not be able to happen.  I want to certainly let my colleagues here know my agenda.  I was trying to create an interactive way by which we would be involved in the spending of $128 million and that is not going to be possible.  That’s okay; I would not want to jeopardize Councilman Friend’s or Councilman McGinn’s position on this council by doing so.  I think it is very important for all of us to be as involved in this process as we possibly can.  It is a wonderful project but I do think it needs some responsibility.  I would ask Councilman Friend and Councilman McGinn, because of their expertise, if either one of you could take it upon yourself to attend or be involved; I think it would ease my tension about that.  

John Kish:  I did inform Councilman Adams that I was available to give a quarterly update tonight.  I would begin with saying that with next month we would ask for your consideration and review of the full financial plan.  I have been receiving communications from individual council members about the timing of that and when the draft of official statements describing the bond issues and those things would be ready.  We will start that process in January.  We hope to get into a lot of detail of that financial plan so that you are comfortable with its impact of the taxpayers.  We have reached purchase agreements with all the individual property owners along Main Street.  We are in the process of closing and have two properties closed last week.  With the site selection along Martin Luther King we reduced the collateral damage.  By that I mean the interference with ongoing businesses that the originally suggested site had recommended.  The design effort has progressed.  We have had several public meetings going over the exterior and interior design of the arena.  We have engaged the construction management team led by Hunt.  We have put out open bids on three separate bid packages: sewers, foundations and the elevators and escalators.  The foundation is the largest of those three bid packages.  We are very competitive and have received six bids, five of which weren’t a very good cluster of pricing.   We have good pricing, good participation from the local construction community and good MBE/WBE participation.  We have had several building costs value engineering meetings to ensue the building value ends up at the $90 to $95 million that we have promised you.  The beginning of the Executive Inn demolition has occurred.  Parts of the building are coming down much faster than we anticipated.  We are working on the Main Street properties.  We have an initiative known as historic salvage to get into those buildings to identify if there are physical parts of the building we should salvage outside the demolition environment.  We have talked with the public Art Commission on a public art initiative to put a piece of public art in conjunction with the arena and we are in dialogue with the Robert’s Foundation on their exhibit design.  We have the $41 million ban issue that has been closed and is operating.  In January we will have updated project costs numbers, revenue projections and insight into the bond market so that we can get the best deal for the city.  Coming after that will be the operational plans, parking plans, promotion and marketing plans, and the negotiations and agreement with the tenants of the building.  With that, that is where we stand.  I would be happy to answer your questions or come see you in detail next year with the financing plan.  

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  

Councilman Adams:   John, thank you for coming and talking to us tonight.  You can’t tell us tonight whether you are on target with the budget, or can you?

John Kish:  The budget is a projection in this case and the projection is made up of each individual line items.  As the line items come together the running total is below the running total we have budgeted.   That is a long way of saying we are on budget.
Councilman Adams:   Yeah, for now.  

John Kish:  Each of the bid packages has had favorable pricing.  We expect that to continue.  It’s evident we have had a fairly conservative set of estimators.

Councilman Adams:   There was an article in the Wall Street Journal I had mentioned earlier which talked about the fact a lot of the people are coming in under budget because they want the work.  

John Kish:  We are seeing a very stimulated construction industry.  We are being careful to make sure people are not setting us up for claims, but things are looking like we will be on budget in the long run.  

Councilman Adams:   Thank you.
Councilman Friend:  What do we think the cost of money might be?  Do you have any idea yet?

John Kish:  I do, I’ll let you know in January.  We generally projected in the financial plan a year ago 6.5%.  It has not changed more than an eighth.  We are on target for the financing plan as well.  

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  

Councilman McGinn:  Are you still working on hopefully new market tax credits that will have some value some time in the future?  Are we still applying for those to offset some of the costs?  
John Kish:  I believe there is an application pending.  We are not betting this project on this new market tax credits.  If it happens, that is wonderful.  
Councilman McGinn:  Same with selling of skyboxes, naming rights and that type of thing is that still a possibility to have some private funds coming in?  

John Kish:  We would see that with private funds coming in.  We have had a number of inquiries about private boxes and we have responded to those.  

Councilman McGinn:  Okay, thanks. 

President Watts:  Thank you Mr. Kish.  With that, we will have ordinances and resolutions to carry over to 2010.  
G-2009-26
Amending Chapter 2.10 regarding filing amendments to ordinances and resolutions scheduled for final action

F-2008-20
West Side Annexation

R-2008-12
800 Christ Road (Old Orchard Development)

R-2009-3
1900 Covert Avenue (Donald Dunlap0

R-2009-10
321, 319, 317 E. Delaware Street (Theresa Pruitt and Debra Murty)

R-2009-12
1601 Fountain Avenue (Donald W. and Barbara R. Shockley)

R-2009-13
400 E. Sycamore Street (John F. Rogers)

R-2009-14
183, 1821, and 1905 Shadewood Avenue (Habitat of Evansville)

R-2009-15
1143, 1145, and 1147 Adams Avenue (Stanley Wheeler)

R-2009-16
5531 E. Indiana Street (Expressway Dodge) 

R-2009-17
2012 Graham Avenue (Irene Martin)
R-2009-11
803 SE 1st Street (Tricia Tominack)
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to carry over the above named ordinances to the year 2010.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  Motion carries.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to withdraw Ordinance G-2009-4.  Voice vote.  So ordered.  

President Watts:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  

Councilwoman Robinson:  Mr. President, I would like to wish the City Clerk a happy birthday.  Today is her birthday.

President Watts:  Happy birthday, Alberta.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  

Councilman Adams:   I would like to thank John Hamilton for the work he did in going over various ways of what we are about to enter into here.  I think it was very instructional and very helpful.  I thought the Indianapolis thing was excellent.  Thank you again for your hard work.  

Clerk Matlock:  I would like to say that John Hamilton, a lot of work goes through my office.  You guys don’t realize the amount of paperwork and everything these people up here get comes from the office.  I have a Chief Deputy that is, well…she can’t be beat.  The ladies in my office all work very hard.  This council is wonderful.  I have to say John Hamilton has come to my rescue many times, especially when I open my big mouth and get something going.  He has to pull me out of a fire, that’s the truth.  Thank you very much Mr. Hamilton for what you have done and how you have served council, me and Lynn is very happy that you take her calls.  I am just thanking him because you guys don’t really realize the things that he does to help our office.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I attended the workshop last Friday about the Art’s District area and I just wanted to share with all of you just how exciting it was.  They put us on trolleys, carted us around to show us all the houses they are building and fixing up down there, properties that are available for those to make the right kind of investments.  Robert Ore, Jr. was there and he walked around the Art’s District and took a look at some ways he thinks that it could be improved. He had some really exciting ideas for improving that area.  I am really excited about what could happen down there and I wanted to share it with you.  
President Watts:  Thank you.  Anything else from council under miscellaneous business?  With it being our last meeting of the year I do want to wish everyone Happy Holidays.  This will be the first holiday without my sister-in-law.  She is in Iraq right now; if you would give her a good thought and a prayer we would certainly appreciate it.  Mr. Braker.  
Jim Braker:  Councilman John, there is going to be a new bar next to the arena?

Councilman John:  That is correct, and I am glad you brought that up because if I did it would sound like an advertisement.  

Jim Braker:  Are you involved with it?

Councilman John:  We are starting to do exactly what we had hoped for in the beginning.  There is a gentleman named Paul Hawkins that has a kitchen at 520 Main Street that he has catered out of the past eight years.  He had the rest of the building that was a catering hall but was not getting much attention.  He approached me to help him put together something and it is going to be called the Main Gate Sport’s Bar. It will be loaded with TV’s and games.  Hopefully, people will attend there before and after the games.  By the way, there are buildings on both sides that are vacant and available if somebody else wants one.  
Jim Braker:  Okay, well I just wonder about this.  The firemen have been talking about this and we are trying to save our hose houses.  Is that a conflict of interest in any way on your part?

Councilman John:  Why I have been doing this for the past 20 years.  I have restaurants in Paducah and several here in Evansville.  This decision was made after the placement of the arena.  I am not going to be doing anything for the arena, so I don’t know where the conflict would come in.  

Jim Braker:  Okay, I just wanted to ask.  Thank you very much and Merry Christmas you all.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Councilman John is that where the old Alley Savant used to be?

Councilman John:  No, it’s where the Franco’s used to be and after that it was After Midnight then it was an antique store for about the past eight years except for the kitchen part, which Paul’s operated.  He caters Rotary Club events at the museum and the library.  He is anxious to do a little more with that facility, it’s a beautiful building.  Hopefully, everybody will be happy with what it is once Paul is done with it.  

President Watts:  I am glad to see the arena is spurring the kind of development that we thought it would.  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2009-26



Amending Chapter 2.10

Date:
January 11, 2010



regarding filing amendments

Time:
5:20 p.m.




to ordinances and resolutions

Notify: John Hamilton



scheduled for final action

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Nothing scheduled at this time.
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

B.J. Watts, President



Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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