
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

March 1, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Adams, John, Walker, Watts.

Absent:   Friend

There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman John.
Fellow Council members and those in the audience, welcome to the March 1, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Tommy Graber
 Nick Wilson 
Carly Kolb

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Thomas is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2009 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held February 22, 2009.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR FEBRUARY 26th PACKET:

*Ordinance G-2010-6.

*News Release: City Nears Takeover of Waste Water Management.

*2010 Youth Sports Grant Awards for approval.

*E-mailed Documents:


-Agenda for the March 1, 2010 City Council Meeting.

-City Council Committee Meeting Schedule.

-City Council Minutes from February 22, 2010.

-Notice of Evansville Redevelopment Authority Meeting and Agenda.

-News Releases regarding:

· Zoo Recognized for Conservation Efforts

· March Traveling City Hall

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Extended Agenda for March 1, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-6

A.S.D.            

         
                     
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Chapter 18.135 of the Evansville Municipal Code (Landscaped Islands in new parking lots)

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written. Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-5

A.S.D.            

           
                
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s ordinance concerning the Emergency Management Agency and amending Title 2, Chapter 2.150, Sections 2.150.030, 2.150.080, 2.150.100, and 2.150.110

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening regarding Ordinance G-2010-5 and it is being held to March 15, 2010 at 5:25 p.m.
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt the Committee Report. Voice vote.  So ordered. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
The next City Council meeting will be Monday, March 8, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings begin at 5:05 p.m.
President Watts:  The 2010 Youth Sports Grants has everyone had the chance to review those?  Does anyone have questions on those? 
Councilman McGinn:  There was a lot of paperwork collated, checked and re-checked by two of the people in your office Madam Clerk, and I know that you know they do a good job.  I am new and I just recently discovered it and I would like to personally thank them. I think we should all commend Christina Cayce and Jenny Mason for all of their work that made it very simple and actually very fun on that.  

 President Watts:  Thank you.

Clerk Matlock:  I am very blessed to have wonderful people.  
President Watts:  Any questions on those?  If not, we will take a motion.
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the 2010 Youth Sports Grant Applications.  Voice vote.  So ordered.
President Watts:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  Again, I do urge everyone…I think it is April 17th is Guns and Hoses.  If you do not have tickets…I think it is one of the neatest events of the year and it’s worth the price of admission.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-6



Amending the 18.135 of the 
 Date:
March 8, 2010




Evansville Municipal Code

 Time:
5:05 p.m.




(Regarding Landscaped Islands

 Notify: Blaine Oliver (APC)



 for new parking lots)

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-7



Amending Chapter 2.100 of the 

Date:
March 15, 2010



Evansville Municipal Code

Time:
5:20 p.m.




(Regarding Domestic and Sexual 

Notify: Robert Rock




  Violence)

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-5



Amending Chapter 2.150 of the 

Date:
March 15, 2010



Evansville Municipal Code

Time:
5:25 p.m.




(Emergency Management) 

Notify: Josh Mastison






FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Ordinance F-2010-2



Approving the lease between the 
Date:
March 8, 2010




Evansville Redevelopment Authority 
Time:
5:15 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.



and the Evansville Redevelopment 
Notify:
John Kish/Jenny Collins


Commission

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-8



Amending Chapter 8.30 of the 

Date:
March 15, 2010



Evansville Municipal Code

Time:
5:05 p.m.




(Regarding Smoking)

Notify: John Hamilton
Councilman Adams:  There might be a need for more time.  We had talked earlier…

President Watts:  We can back it up or we can always run into the meeting time.  That is just the way it goes.

Councilman Adams:  Whatever the group would like.  I was just trying to make it easier.  I would imagine there will be a small turn out.  

President Watts:  Is there a preference for anyone here?  Is 5:05 p.m. start time…does anyone prefer to start earlier?  Going once, twice…5:05 p.m.

Councilman Adams:  5:05 p.m…great.  Thank you.
Councilman Walker:  I have one thing if you don’t mind.  

President Watts:  No problem.

Councilman Walker:  It has nothing to do with the City Council’s agenda.  If I find the letter I had I would read it to you people.  I’ve got a friend that is disabled and in November 2009…and he uses his johnboat on the river to get back and forth to where he lives.  It parked it downtown on the riverfront.  The firemen had a run down there and utilized his boat to try to save this lady, if you remember that she drowned after driving her car into the river.  Well they could not get it done with his boat and brought it back to shore.  By that time the fire patrol boat came down there and they broke his boat, knocked holes in it and broke his motor.  Since then they have not replaced it.  I have talked to the Fire Department and the guys that made the run said yes they did do it.  Yet, he cannot get anybody to replace it and he doesn’t have any transportation anymore since that happened.  I am hoping if we can do something here.  I don’t know if we can or not.  I have talked to Keith Jarboe and he just…almost just flipped it off like it wasn’t anything.  

John Hamilton:  Has he made a tort claim and notified the city?

Councilman Walker:  Yes, that is what this is right here.  It says if he doesn’t hear anything within 90 days that we may assume that this claim has been denied.  Well, he actually made claim on January 22nd, and he said Don, “I have repaired the boat pretty well and I can probably use the boat, but I can’t use the motor.”  I just don’t know whether or not we can do anything.  The Fire Department just acts like they don’t want to.  I will be honest with you.  

Councilman Adams:  How many horse powers the boat?

Councilman Walker:  Huh?

Councilman Adams:  How many horse powers do you know?  

Councilman Walker:  Five horse power.

Councilman Adams:  Five horse powers.

Councilman Walker:  Five horse power outboard motor.

Councilman Adams:  That’s about $600 or $700 isn’t, Missy?

Councilman Walker:  I don’t know.  I have no idea what they cost.  I told him that I would try to see what I could do about it.

President Watts:  It wouldn’t be over $500.

John Hamilton:  I can check with the City Attorney’s office and see what the status is.  Normally, those are investigated and I thought there was a letter of denial.

Councilman Walker:  His name is David Habib.  Evidently, this letter came from the Mayor’s office, Lauren Jones, Paralegal.

John Hamilton:  Have they denied it then?

Councilman Walker:  It said after 90 days from this day in January, but he has been without this thing since November.

President Watts:  What date did he file the claim?  

Councilman Walker:  This letter is dated January 22nd.  This is their response back to him.  He filed the tort before then, it doesn’t say when he…there is a copy of it.  

John Hamilton:  The normal procedure is the City Legal Department investigates the claim.  If they do not honor it or negotiate a settlement then his remedy is normally to file a lawsuit against the City and department that caused the damage.  Then it runs its course.  

Councilman Walker:  I understand where you are coming from on that but he will have to wait 90 days just so he can have transportation.  That is what I am saying.  It looks like this fireman from Hose House on Fourth Avenue and Franklin Street, first thing off the bat when I asked him about it he said, “yeah, we did it.”  He said, “I think they ought to buy him a new boat and motor.”  I don’t know his name and I don’t want to get him in trouble if I did.  I’ll be honest and I don’t have anything against Keith Jarboe, but he acted like it wasn’t anything when I talked to him about it.  He just said, “oh well.” 

John Hamilton:  Whatever department it is, it is going to be handled normally by the Legal Department in terms of investigating a claim and making a decision on it.

Councilman Walker:  Yeah, but I still don’t like the idea of the man sitting and he can’t have any transportation and he just has one leg.  

Councilman Adams:  Is it beyond the scope of this group to…what is the word…to have a resolution saying it…

John Hamilton:  I think it would, particularly since the City is investigating the facts on this.  First off, there is an issue of liability.  It is on the river and that may impact whether it is even in the city or covered.  There is the issue of damages and all of those are legal issues.  You delegate that to the Legal Department for a reason.  It certainly would be proper to have me inquire and report back as to the status, but I don’t think this body wants to get into the area of legal claims.  There could be competing facts even.

Councilman Walker:  But you would think this was January 20th and this is already March 1st.  That is quite a ways to discuss something or try to get some type of resolution to it.  

President Watts:  It’s been five weeks…do you want…I mean we can have John go in and talk with David.

Councilman Walker:  Sure.  

John Hamilton:  I’ll just find out the status and let you know.  

Councilman Walker:  I’d like to find out.  I’ll see this guy; he comes to our hall down there ever Wednesday night some way or another.

John Hamilton:  If the city does deny it, he has after 60 days… he is free to file a lawsuit against them.  The city, I would hate to think how many claims they get notified of, it’s…

Councilman Walker:  Do what you can John, I would appreciate it.  Please call me when you find out something.

John Hamilton:  Will do.  

Councilman Walker:  Thank you.   

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

 President




Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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