
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 5, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 5, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with Vice-President Connie Robinson presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker.

Absent:  Watts
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Mosby.
Fellow Council members and those in the audience, welcome to the April 5, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

Tommy Graber, Theresa Scheller, Rachel Akin and Amy Stucker. 
COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held March 15, 2010.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL 1st PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for April 5, 2010 Meeting.

*Minutes from March 15, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule for April 12, 2010.

*Weights and Measures Monthly Report.

*Ordinance G-2010-9, G-2010-10 and G-2010-11.

*Ordinance F-2010-4.

*Resolutions C-2010-5 and C-2010-6.

*A copy of Nation’s Cities Weekly.

*January 2010 Financial Report.

*Evansville Redevelopment Commission February and March 2010 Minutes.

*News Release regarding Oak Hill Road to Close for Improvements.

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-9

PUBLIC WORKS    
                                 
         ADAMS

An ordinance vacating that portion of an alley located north of Sycamore Street, east of New York Avenue and west of Kerth Avenue in the City of Evansville, Indiana

ORDINANCE G-2010-10

A.S.D.
    
           
                
         
         MOSBY 

An ordinance amending the City of Evansville’s ordinance concerning the Petty Cash Fund and amending Section 3.55.010 of Chapter 3.55 of Title 3 of the City of Evansville Municipal Code

ORDINANCE G-2010-11

A.S.D.

    
                   
         
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending the Evansville Municipal Code Chapter 16.05 (EPA)

ORDINANCE F-2010-4

FINANCE
    
                   
       
        FRIEND 
An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfer, 

re-appropriations and additional appropriations of funds within a city department
RESOLUTION C-2010-5

FINANCE
    
                                
        FRIEND 

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an Agreement between the City of Evansville and Chauffeurs, Teamsters and Helpers Local Union No. 215 for January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012

RESOLUTION C-2010-6

FINANCE
    
                                
        FRIEND 

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an Agreement between the City of Evansville and the International Association of Firefighters Evansville Local No. 357 Inc. for January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009
Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing scheduled for Second Reading

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing scheduled for Third Reading

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
The next City Council meeting will be Monday, April 12, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 4:50 p.m.  

Martha Caine: I am Martha Caine, the Director of Smoke Free Communities.  Thank you for all of you that met with me individually to go over the dangers of secondhand smoke.  I appreciated the time that each of you took to research the data that were the facts.  All of you told me that you did read that data and no one argued with me about the dangers of secondhand smoke and I appreciated that.  You all stated that you are aware that secondhand smoke is a health hazard. It is important for any future liability issues that may arise that this is read into the minutes tonight that I did present the factual information to each of you.  That is in addition to the testimony of the 29 expert witnesses that were at your last City Council meeting.  The truth is that four of you listened to that expert testimony that was presented on rational, logical and factual data.  The other four listened to testimony of half of that many witnesses that were based on fear.  It’s fear of economics and losing a dollar which is a sad implication that a dollar is more important than a life.  I want to thank the four of you who did vote to strengthen the current law.  Curt John, I want to thank you for just not being there that night.  With the four to four tie, and with Councilman Friend stating that you would’ve voted for it had it been comprehensive, that we are really excited about that and we are moving forward towards that goal.  You haven’t heard the last from Smoke Free Communities.  We are not going to go away and we are going to keep pushing towards a comprehensive ordinance.  Again, I want to thank you for your time, consideration and all the research that you put into the subject.  Several of you indicated that you wanted more information on casinos, so we’ve got that tonight and Carmen is going to pass that out.  If you need any other factual data, we’ve got that for you.  Thank you for your time.   
Vice-President Robinson:  Are there any questions?  Thanks a lot Ms. Caine.  Jim Braker.

Jim Braker:  My name is Jim Braker.  I have a question for the council.  We would like to know if any full-time civil employees have additional financial arrangements, such as Tom Barnett, Jane Reel or Carolyn Rusk with any outside organizations that do business with the city, such as GAGE or Evansville Brownfield’s Corporation.  I think it speaks for itself.  As you know, I’ve seen employees that haven’t had a raise for two years, and it’s for other careers that we are giving a lot up.  
Vice-President Robinson:  When you say additional financial arrangements do you mean are they being compensated for being on the Brownfield’s board?  

Jim Braker:  Correct, and some other things going on.  I am going to leave it at that.  

Vice-President Robinson:  To my knowledge I don’t think any of the individuals; Tom Barnett, Jane Reel or Carolyn Rusk.  I am also on the Brownfield’s Corporation…they are getting compensated; I am not getting compensated.

Jim Braker:  Well that is my question.  I have read some articles in the City-County Observer talking about that.  Also, today there was a Tea Party downtown and a lot of people that I was talking to today were concerned about this issue.  

Vice-President Robinson:  I think the counsel will tell you who…

John Hamilton:  This is really not information that is kept or maintained by the City Council.  They appropriate and approve the budget and they pass ordinances.  They don’t do contracts, human resources, compensation or anything like that.  I think your directing this to the wrong body or department in terms of a request for information.  They are not going to have any of this on record.  

Councilman McGinn:  Madam President; we are entitled to get that information though, I think. 
John Hamilton:  Any member can request it, but I am saying if he would request it to the proper body that it might be a more direct way for him to get it.  

Councilman McGinn:  I had some calls this weekend too.  I was at a non-political function and I had a lot of questions, and some people that purported to have some facts about whether or not there is an additional payment to a city employee who does work for GAGE.  I know that compensation and salaried employees…[inaudible]…but it is suppose to be done by SAT committee.  I don’t think there is any questions that SAT committee makes the determination…you know I am on that, and I think John is on it, and a couple of other people are on it.  Also, we do approve budgets and I know every year the budget it provided.  What I learned this year is that DMD budget comes a little bit later, and just like all the other budgets it showed 83 or 84 for the director, assistant director and all that; it was just like any other budget.  I have since been told by people who purport to have intimate knowledge of this that there is a contractual arrangement with an employee of the city with GAGE, which is an increase in the salary.  As a member of SAT committee and a member of this financial body I really would like to know that.  I formally request it.  Someone report or provide us with that information at a Finance Committee meeting or a regular meeting.  It is something we should know.  Our people have worked without raises for a couple of years, and if a city not-for-profit has been set up as a way to get around that, whether or not a person has worked there…I make no judgment call on that. There are established procedures for setting salaries.  I really want to know because I have had a lot of calls.  I would like to formally request that we have someone here from GAGE or Mr. Barnett.  I have seen documents signed by him as a non-voting member of GAGE and he is also the Department of Metropolitan Director whose salary we did approve.  I would ask that he be here at the next meeting so we can ask him these questions.  If there is something there we will proceed from there.  If there is not, then ten percent of tea pot can really just kind of disappear, and I would be thrilled if that happens too.   
Jim Braker:  I am just saying it isn’t fair if he is getting more money and not giving employees a raise.  Thank you.

Councilman Walker:  Mr. McGinn, will you make that in the form of a motion?  

Councilman McGinn:  Do I need to?

Vice-President Robinson:  No, I don’t think it has to be in a form of a motion.

Councilman McGinn:  If you would do that Madam Clerk.  Let’s get to the bottom of it and find out what the facts are.  

Councilman Adams:  All three people that were mentioned?  I don’t know are there more?

Vice-President Robinson:  Maybe we need GAGE to be here.  

Councilman McGinn:  I don’t know who is on GAGE.  Do they have a president?

Councilman Adams:  Three people have been mentioned, Mr. Barnett, Ms. Reel and Ms. Rusk; I guess the question is, are there others?  How do we find out?

Vice-President Robinson:  Couldn’t the City Clerk just call GAGE and ask GAGE if these individuals are on the payroll?  Then we could get back with Mr. Braker.  So you will be in contact with Rose at the Mayor’s Office and find out if those individuals are on the payroll at GAGE, in addition to being full-time city employees.  Then we will get back with Mr. Braker before we request these individuals to come before council, because if they come before council what can we do?  

Clerk Matlock:  We are talking about Tom Barnett, Jane Reel and Carolyn Rusk?  

Vice-President Robinson:  Correct.

Councilman Adams:  Should we not ask her if there are other people too?  

Vice-President Robinson:  Yes, and ask if there are any others.    

Clerk Matlock:  Okay.
Councilman Adams:  Rather than just payroll, let’s limit to if they are receiving compensation as either an independent contractor, a 1099 form or consultant contract.

Vice-President Robinson:  Okay.

Councilman McGinn:  Payroll is a term of art, you know us lawyers.  

Vice-President Robinson:  Yes, thank you.  Someone will get back with you.  Is there anything else under miscellaneous business?  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Resolution C-2010-5



Approving an agreement between 

Date:
April 12, 2010




the City of Evansville and the

Time:
4:50 p.m.




Chauffeurs, Teamsters, and Helpers

Notify: George Fithian


        
Local Union No. 215







January 1, 2010 – Dec. 31, 2012

Re:
Resolution C-2010-6



Approving an agreement between 

Date:
April 12, 2010




the City of Evansville and the 

Time:
4:50 p.m.




Evansville Firefighters Local 317

Notify:
George Fithian



January 1, 2009 – Dec. 31, 2009

Re:
Ordinance F-2010-4



An ordinance authorizing transfer, 

Date:
April 12, 2010




re-appropriations and additional 
Time:
4:55 p.m.




appropriations of funds within a city 
Notify:
Tom Barnett/Jenny Collins


department (DMD)
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-11



Amending the Evansville Municipal
Date:
April 12, 2010




Code Chapter 16.05 (EPA)

Time:
5:00 p.m.






Notify:
Dona Bergman


Re:
Ordinance G-2010-10



Amending the Petty Cash Fund

Date:
April 12, 2010




Code, Chapter 3.55

Time:
5:10 p.m.






Notify:
Jenny Collins


PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-3



A petition to vacate a portion of  

Date:
April 12, 2010




Sycamore Street located east of

Time:
5:20 p.m.




New York Avenue and west of

Notify:
Krista Lockyear



Kerth Avenue

John Hamilton:  I think there is a companion case that is being held in committee that should come out.  There is another one Madam Clerk that is in committee that will need to come out at the same time.
Councilman Adams:  If you would contact Krista Lockyear on that.  I talked to her and she has it all set.
Re: 
Ordinance G-2010-9



A petition to vacate an alley

Date: 
April 12, 2010




North of Sycamore, East of New 

Time:
5:20 p.m.




York Ave. and West of Kerth Ave.

Notify:
Krista Lockyear
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:47 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

 President




Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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