
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 26, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, April 26, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with Councilman Curt John presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, Walker, John.

Absent:   Robinson and Watts
There being seven (7) members present and two (2) members absent and seven (7) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by City Clerk Alberta Matlock.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the April 26, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL
Rachel Akin, Christina Bernardin, Maria Farnsley and Adam Beaver.
COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held April 12, 2010.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR APRIL23rd PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for April 26, 2010 meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from April 12, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Resolutions C-2010-7 and C-2010-8.

*Ordinances G-2010-13 and F-2010-5.

*Press Release regarding Access to Oak Hill Cemetery during Construction.

*Notice of May Traveling City Hall Meeting.

*Report from Weights and Measures.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolution CO.R-04-10-003, passed by the County Commissioners in relation to

  City Resolution C-2010-8.
Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
SUSPEND THE RULES
Councilman John:  I will now call for a motion to suspend the rules to hear Ordinance 
G-2010-13 on all three readings this evening.  This will take a unanimous approval by council.  To give a brief explanation prior to voting…Jenny, would you like to give a briefly describe it?  Then under second reading we will let you get a little more into detail.  
Jenny Collins: I would, but before that, if council would indulge me, I would like to pass out some documents that were requested by Councilman McGinn at the last meeting. Elizabeth will pass them out and I will kind of explain what is in that packet.  The first is the by-laws from the Bond Bank…

Councilman John:  Jenny, you may want to wait until miscellaneous for that.  Right now, we are discussing the ordinance we are going to vote on tonight, and this will be more under the discretions at the end.

Jenny Collins:  Okay, not a problem.  I am here tonight to talk to you about the parks refunding bonds of 2010.  An opportunity presented itself to us to look at the Swonder Bonds, which were issued in 2001.  We were able to go into…to refund these bonds in order to save substantial amount of money on interest cost.  We received a AA negative from Standard and Poors, which was what we previously had when these bonds were issued.  By doing this bond issue we will save a net interest rate of 3.3698%, which results in a net present value savings to the City and the Parks Department of $423,086.70 over the life of the bond.  I am not asking to extend the terms or asking for more monies, just to get a lower interest rate.  I do have William Skees, Jr., here with Frost, Brown and Todd; they are the attorneys that have helped draw up the paperwork.  
Councilman John:  You may want to briefly describe why we need all three readings tonight as opposed to the first reading, which are our normal procedure and the second on the next meeting.

Jenny Collins: The main reason is due to…we want to get this passed and get the bond sold because the interest rates are at a very low level at this point.  If we would drag it out over the next couple of meetings, you know interest rates are tending to go up currently.

Councilman John:  This is what the Bond Council has recommended?

Jenny Collins: Yes.

Councilman John:  Okay.  Are there questions by members of council before we vote on this?  If not, I would entertain a motion.

Councilman Adams:  Does the public have a chance to make any comment at this time?

Councilman John:  Under second reading there will be discussion and we will allow that.

John Hamilton:  Hasn’t there already been one public hearing before now?

Jenny Collins:  There has been a public hearing that took place in front of the Park’s Board.

Councilman John:  Okay.

Jenny Collins:  Do you know the date of that?  Was it last…Wednesday…last Wednesday the Park’s Board had a public hearing.

John Hamilton:  Yes, the people can still have an opportunity tonight.  There has been one public hearing.

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to suspend the rules and hear Ordinance G-2010-13 on all three reading this evening. 

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, Walker, John.
Absent: Robinson and Watts

There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2010-13 will be heard on all three readings this evening.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-13

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, approving the issuance by the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Evansville, Indiana, of special taxing district bonds of the Park and Recreation District of the City of Evansville, Indiana

ORDINANCE F-2010-5

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, authorizing transfer, re-appropriations and additional appropriations of funds within a city department

RESOLUTION C-2010-7

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

A Resolution approving a lease with the Evansville Fire Fighters’ Federal Credit Union

RESOLUTION C-2010-8

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

A Resolution of the City Council of Evansville, Indiana regarding transfer or exchange 

of property with Vanderburgh County
Councilwoman Bredhold moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote. So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-13

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, approving the issuance by the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Evansville, Indiana, of special taxing district bonds of the Park and Recreation District of the City of Evansville, Indiana

Councilman John:  Once again Jenny that is you, if you would like to come forward and we will open it for questions.  Now it’s my understanding that there is no change in terms of the loan other than the interest rate that we will be paying.  It will eventually equate into a savings in excess of $400,000 for the city.

Jenny Collins:  That is correct.

Councilman John:  These bond proceeds are used for?

Jenny Collins:  The construction of Swonder Ice Rink.

Councilman John:  Questions by members of council?  

Councilman McGinn:  Jenny, first of all thank you for calling me on this and filling me in this afternoon.  I always appreciate that.  For the members of the audience and maybe people that have noticed the difference, this bond issue is for $9.385 million, and yet there is the amount that still owing on the original bond issue is a little bit less than that.  Could you explain the difference and why it is somewhat different?  

Jenny Collins:  The principal payment of $665,000, which is due January 1, 2011, was not part of the refinancing.  We have to make that payment out of the bond…right, right.  The actual…the refunding bond, the payments will start I believe in July 2011.

Councilman McGinn:  The Parks District is a separate line item on everybody’s property tax bills, and it can’t go over a certain amount which is set by law.  Mine is like $58 a year, because of this financing that will not go up or down?  

Jenny Collins:  Correct.

Councilman McGinn:  Okay, that is all I need to know.  Thanks.

Councilman John:  Other members of council?  Is there anyone in the audience that would like to speak on this request?

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to move this ordinance to Third Reading.  Voice vote. So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-13

FINANCE   
                   
                    
        FRIEND  

An ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, approving the issuance by the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Evansville, Indiana, of special taxing district bonds of the Park and Recreation District of the City of Evansville, Indiana

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2010-13 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Friend, Adams, Walker, John.
Absent:   Robinson and Watts

There being seven (7) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2010-13 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
There will not be a City Council meeting next Monday, May 3, 2010.  The next City Council meeting will be Monday, May 10, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:00 p.m.
Councilman John:  First, under Miscellaneous Business I believe that Councilman McGinn has some questions, and this would be the appropriate time for you, Jenny, to pass out the information requested at our last meeting.  

Councilman McGinn:  I had not received any information and I did not know whether we were going to get it today, so I had prepared a document request.  There are actually additional documents since I have had time to think about this, have done some additional research and read some additional documents that came into my possession over the last couple of days.  I do want to request additional information.  I do understand that you have a significant amount here, and it may be here, so on this request please feel free to put on there that yes we have already received it because I do not know what is in the packet yet.  Madam Clerk, if you would make this formal request I will read these into the record, but I also have a copy for you.

Clerk Matlock:  Oh, you want this in the minutes? 

Councilman McGinn:  Yes.

Clerk Matlock:  All right, I will put in here…put in minutes. 

Councilman McGinn:  That way when I talk really, really fast you can look at the paper and read it.

Clerk Matlock:  God love you.  That helps a lot.

Councilman McGinn:  The request for documents, and again some may be included:

[image: image1.emf]
Councilman John:  You will be supplying a copy of that to Jenny so they can get it to legal counsel, to GAGE and the appropriate bodies to produce those documents I would say.
Councilman McGinn:  I have half a dozen here for you.  

Jenny Collins:  Can I tell you what you have in the packets?

Councilman John:  Sure.

Jenny Collins:  You have the By-Laws of the Evansville Local Public Improvement Bond Bank; the minutes from 2009 from the Bond Bank; the financial audit for the Bond Bank from 2008 and 2007; we currently are under agreement with Harding and Shymanski to have 2009 audited, it hasn’t started yet; the agreement with GAGE for 2009 and the Bond Bank. Upon the request to GAGE we gathered the documents for council that was requested.  You have the audited financial statements of 2007, and those were the only one’s that were available.  In addition to that, there is the management discussion letter, the form 990’s, which were I believe requested by Councilman Friend, for 2007 and 2008.  You have the GAGE Executive Committee Meetings for 2008, 2009 and 2010.  The Board of Director’s meeting minutes for 2008, 2009 and 2010.  The very last page, these are per Councilman McGinn’s request, the payments made to GAGE from the City of Evansville.  Remember my accounting system is somewhat antiquated, so if you turn the first page it will show you that the City of Evansville has made five payments to GAGE.  They have the dates entered next to them and I can help anyone read it that needs help.  Attached is the detail in…I have kind of highlighted what the expenditures were for.  The final thing attached I believe is the resolution for one of the item’s that is listed as a GAGE payment.  That is all.  

Councilman John:  I assume that you have had a chance to review all of these?  You heard the request for some additional information, which I assume will be readily available in a timely manner.

Jenny Collins:  As long as Madam Clerk get’s me a copy of it, I will do my best to get with the departments that have it.  

Clerk Matlock:  While you are handing it out, give it here before it get’s lost, and I’ll give one to Elizabeth.

Councilman Friend:  You also have 2008 and 2009 copies of UC1 filing?  

Jenny Collins:  That is a request for GAGE.  

Councilman John:  Councilman McGinn, do you have anything else under miscellaneous?  
Councilman McGinn:  No, I do not.  

Jenny Collins:  Okay, thank you.
Councilman John:  Any other members of council have anything for Jenny or anything under miscellaneous?  If not, we have a request by Jim Braker to address council.  
Jim Braker:  My name is Jim Braker and I live at 1700 E Blackford.  I want to take a few minutes to tell you about the things that Pat Pittman and I said to the Indiana Attorney General’s Office and State Board of Accounts…[Inaudible]…regarding GAGE and Tom Barnett’s pay, which you read about in the City-County Observer and the Evansville Courier and Press.  I have given each of you a copy of that and the letters we have sent to the state.  The State Board of Accounts has received the letter, and so did the Attorney General’s Office.  [Inaudible]  Thank you very much.
Councilman John:  I would say those are the two appropriate boards, so they will take whatever action they deem necessary.  Thank you.  Any other matter under Miscellaneous Business by anyone on council or anyone in the audience?  Yes, Mr. Stevens you had requested to discuss…

Sherman Stevens:  My name is Sherman Stevens and I live at 1243 East Illinois Street.  I am really concerned about our Wesselman Park.  You students better pay attention too, or you are going to lose your park  Make this a project.  The April 9th issue shows you everything…they are making four ball diamonds in phase one where the little league ball diamond is and the ball diamonds to the south of it.  They are going to take the small children’s playground, the handball court, the basketball court and put four ball diamonds there.  I am not against this project, but I don’t want it at Wesselman Park because it is a family park.  We don’t have many left.  We’ve got Burdette, Garvin and Wesselman and those are the major ones.  Once you start tearing them up, it is not a family park anymore.  The reason I am talking to the City Council because I am giving you some information.  Maybe you don’t know what is happening, but now you have an idea.  There will be two phases according to the paper.  The first phase is they are going to take the Babe Ruth Park, the one’s south of it, the small children’s playground, the handball court and the basketball court and put four softball diamonds there.  Phase two is after the arena is built downtown then they are going to tear Robert’s Stadium down and put four baseball diamonds there then rebuild the playground, the handball court and basketball court.  That will be years from now and in the meanwhile these children will have no playground to play in.  I addressed that with the Evansville Convention and Visitors Bureau, but they changed their ways around.  They said the small children’s playground will be rebuilt immediately, but where are they going to get the space?  Once they tear it…it shows four ball fields and no children’s playground.  Again, I am not against this project, but I just don’t want it in our park.  They have seven other areas that he is looking at.  The Mayor told me at a town hall meeting that Goebel Soccer Field was going to be the main area that they were looking at real close.  I wouldn’t be here if it was going to be there.  All the facilities at Wesselman Park are being used.  It is a shame to tear it up.  Have you got any questions on this?
Councilman John:  Any questions by members of council?

Sherman Stevens:  Any questions whatsoever?

Councilman John:  I’ve seen the same articles that you have and probably got the same information the same way you have.  I’ve not received any other information…

Sherman Stevens:  I know you guys make decisions, the Park’s Board makes decisions and the Evansville Convention and Visitor’s Bureau makes decisions but the Mayor makes the final decision.  Three years ago they tried to take a park, but they were going to take our par three golf course that time which was close to the nature preserve and then they said no way; the Mayor said no.  Now, they are leaving the par three golfcourse alone, but they are putting eight ball diamonds there once the arena is built downtown.  Why tear our park up when you don’t have to?  It’s a family park and the facilities are being used.  If they weren’t being used, I wouldn’t be standing here.  If you have no questions then I am finished.
Councilman John:  Questions by members of council?  Thank you Mr. Stevens.  

Councilman McGinn:  As a matter of procedures, doesn’t the Visitors Convention Bureau they are going to make a full-blown presentation to us, the County Commissioner’s and Park’s Board right?  

Councilman John:  I would assume, but I don’t know what our role in it is going to be…if it will be funded through the Visitor’s Convention Bureau.  I know it is going to take the County Council’s approval. It will probably take Parks approval if it is going to be operated by the Park’s Department.

Councilman McGinn:  Yeah, you maybe right, it might just be the Park’s Department.

Councilman John:  I think it is going to be funded through the funding mechanism that does the Visitor’s and Convention Bureau, which we don’t have any say so in it really.  

Councilman McGinn:  Okay Mr. Stevens, I think that there are going to be at least two public hearings, Park’s Board and one by the county.  

Sherman Stevens:  They are pushing it so fast at the Evansville Convention’s Bureau that is why I am here to make sure everyone else…

Councilwoman Bredhold:  So you were present when they gave that presentation at the Arena Project Committee meeting?  You’ve seen that presentation.

Sherman Stevens:  At the Victory Theatre…[inaudible].

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Right.  
Councilman John:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-12



Alley vacation commonly known as

Date:
May 10, 2010




that portion of 12’ alley directly

Time:
5:20 p.m.




North of 701-711 Columbia Street 

Notify:
Tom Keith




and that 14 alley located between 

First Avenue and Oakley Street also being that alley located East of 813-819 First Avenue

ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Ordinance F-2010-5



Authorizing transfer, 
Date:
May 10, 2010




re-appropriations and additional

Time:
5:00 p.m.




appropriations of funds within

Notify:
Jane Reel




a city department (DMD)

Re:
Resolution C-2010-8



Regarding transfer or exchange of 

Date:
May 10, 2010




property with Vanderburgh County

Time:
5:05 p.m.

Notify: Tom Barnett

Re:
Resolution C-2010-7



Approving a lease with the 

Date:
May 10, 2010




Evansville Fire Fighters’ Federal 

Time:
5:10 p.m.




Credit Union

Notify: Fire Chief Keith Jarboe
ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice Vote.  So Ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m.

_______________________


________________________

 President




Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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