
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 7, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 7, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.
There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Mosby.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 7, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there is no Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held May 24, 2010.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 4th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for June 7, 2010 meeting.

*Committee Meetings Schedule.

*Minutes from May 24, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Ordinance G-2010-15.

*Ordinance F-2010-7.

*Minutes from Evansville Redevelopment Commission Meeting May 5, 2010.

Councilwoman Bredhold moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-15


FINANCE
                          MOSBY (FRIEND)

An Ordinance authorizing the acquisition, construction and installation by the City of Evansville, Indiana, of certain improvements and extensions to the City’s Sewage Works, the issuance and sale of revenue bonds to provide funds for the payment of the costs thereof, the issuance and sale of bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of such bonds and the collection, segregation and distribution of the revenues of such sewage works and all matters related thereto

ORDINANCE F-2010-7


FINANCE
                         MOSBY (FRIEND)

An Ordinance to amend the sewer rates and charges for the City of Evansville, Indiana
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote. So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-14

FINANCE  


   
                    FRIEND

An Ordinance making a preliminary determination to issue sewage works revenue bonds of the City of Evansville, Indiana

RESOLUTION C-2010-9

A.S.D.   
                   
          
                     MOSBY  

A resolution of the Common Council approving an Interlocal Agreement with Pigeon Township

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND
Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance G-2010-14 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

A.S.D.  COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY
Councilman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S. D. Committee met this evening to hear Resolution C-2010-9 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion to move this Ordinance and Resolution to Third Reading. Voice vote.   So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 
ORDINANCE G-2010-14

FINANCE  


   
                    FRIEND

An Ordinance making a preliminary determination to issue sewage works revenue bonds of the City of Evansville, Indiana

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2010-14 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, John, and Watts.

Nays:  Adams and Walker.
Councilman McGinn:  This is a preliminary determination, so I will do a preliminary aye, but I am looking forward to receiving the requested information.  I do vote aye for the preliminary determination.  

Councilman Adams:  I’m going to vote nay; not because I don’t like the project, I think the project is needed.  There is just too much confusion in my mind.  I would like to absorb what Bill Jeffers threw at us.  I don’t like to vote for something I can’t really understand in my head, so I vote nay.  
There being seven (7) ayes and two (2) nays, Ordinance G-2010-14 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 
RESOLUTION C-2010-9

A.S.D.   
                   
          
                     MOSBY  

A resolution of the Common Council approving an Interlocal Agreement with Pigeon Township

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2010-9 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2010-9 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2010-12 (Docket)  



   
                     WATTS

A Resolution honoring the 2010 University of Southern Indiana Baseball Program

President Watts:  

A Resolution honoring the 2010 University of Southern Indiana Baseball Program

WHEREAS, the USI Screaming Eagles baseball team won the 2010 NCAA Division II Men’s College World Series Title completing a 52-14 season and defeating the No. 1 ranked team in the country; and

WHEREAS, the USI Baseball Program has established a tradition of teamwork, community, and fan support; and

WHEREAS, the USI baseball team overcame adversity and won every game but one in capturing the College World Series title; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to recognize the achievements and abilities of the USI Baseball Team coaches, including head coach, Tracy Archuleta, assistant coach, Chris Marx, and the entire staff; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to recognize the outstanding results achieved by the USI Baseball Program;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, as follows:

The City Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana, on behalf of the residents of the City of Evansville, hereby honors and recognizes The University of Southern Indiana’s Baseball Program, including the 2010 NCAA Division II Men’s World Series Title, for their outstanding achievements.
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 
C-2010-12 and call the roll.
ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

Councilman McGinn:  I’ve never met any of you, and I am so proud of you.  I would like to thank you for bringing national recognition to our community and to congratulate you.  It’s very, very cool.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  Thank you and congratulations for all that you have done for our city.  We appreciate everything; with that I vote aye.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  As an USI grad and USI employee thank you so much.  You have made us all very proud.  Aye.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Thanks guys.
Councilman Friend:  If any of you guys need an agent…I’ll see what I can do for you.  You’ve made our community very proud; with that I vote aye.
Councilman Adams:  In my dim memory as an old guy I remember how difficult it is to bring you “A” game.  You guys brought your “A” game 64 times.  Congratulations, that’s great…very difficult to do.  
Councilman John:  Congratulations’; not only has the baseball team at USI done an outstanding job this year, we’ve had some high schools that have come back with state championships, and the rest of your athletics at USI is just outstanding.  You are a real jewel for our community and we are glad that you are part of it.  
Councilman Walker:  Congratulations fellows and good luck.
President Watts:  As a USI grad and former athlete a long time ago, I don’t think that it has sunk in yet or if it will for a long time what you guys have done here.  I use Curt as an example; Curt won a national championship in 1971 and we hear about it probably every couple of weeks.  That’s the thing…the stories get better.  No matter what happens, this is yours.  Nobody can take it away.  I still see guys that wear their rings around.  No matter where you, it’s like where is that ring from?  Then there is a story that goes with it.  Beyond what you have done this year I hope you understand how you have changed USI Baseball forever.  In 1995 the basketball team won a championship and before…I grew up two hours from here and it wasn’t even on the radar.  Then all of a sudden it was like wow.  Dr. Bennet put it best, he said if they don’t know where Southern Indiana is and San Diego they certainly do now.  Job well done fellows; with that I vote aye. 
There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2010-12 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
The next City Council meeting will be Monday, June 14, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:15 p.m.

Jim Braker:  As you know there have been a lot of layoffs and people are losing their jobs.  Now we are going to have a rate increase for our sewer and water.  The city employees haven’t had a raise for over two years now.  Why are we spending $116,000…why did we approve $116,000 to put brick downtown in front of the fountain at Haynie’s Corner?  It doesn’t make sense does it?  Can you answer that question?  Why would we approve that?  

President Watts:  I don’t know what you are talking about.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  He is talking about the Department of Metropolitan Development green alley that they built downtown.  

Councilman John:  That hasn’t been in front of us.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  No.

Jim Braker:  But it doesn’t make sense.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Was it a grant?  

Councilwoman Robinson:  I am not sure.

President Watts:  It didn’t come in front of us.  

Jim Braker:  I know; I understand.

Councilman Adams:  You know what it does beg the question as to why the Redevelopment Commission does spend money without our approval.  

Jim Braker:  Exactly that is my question.  

Councilman Adams:  That’s chump change.

Jim Braker:  That’s chump change?  A lot of people haven’t had a raise for two and a half years and now have to spend more money for a sewer.  It looks like that should come before City Council and you guys should be able to make that decision.  We shouldn’t be spending money like this.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I am not sure if I suspect that was city money.
Councilman Friend:  I bet you it was grant money. 

Councilwoman Robinson:  The DMD has authority to make its own decisions.   
Jim Braker:  I think that we all see that it is not a good thing.  Thank you very much and have a good evening.
President Watts:  Yes sir.

Sherman Stevens:  My name is Sherman Stevens; I live at 1243 E. Illinois St.  We are fighting the devil for Wesselman’s Park.  We were putting signs out Sunday, our group, and a black vehicle stopped our group and said that they worked for the city, it’s a done deal, you are wasting your time and then he took off.  We didn’t have any reason to question this person because we were putting signs up.  This is the United States of America, and we don’t do things behind closed doors.  You said in April that you don’t have a say so in this, but you do.  You, the Chamber of Commerce and the Parks Board…the Mayor will listen to you guys.  We need all the help we can get.  We are fighting our life for a park.  It’s all about money…we’ve told people to call the City Council, the Parks Board, and the Mayor’s hotline.  Every one of these calls was transferred to the Evansville Convention & Visitors Bureau. Why?  You guys have got to know what is happening.  I have knocked on doors for seven days, I’ve went to the park to talk to the users of all ages.  I’ve got 1,000 signatures on a petition that you’ve got right there.  That’s 1,000 people talking; when I talk I am talking for 1,000 plus people…regular American people that uses the park.  These people do not want this ball diamond complex that they are talking about at the Convention Bureau at Wesselman’s Park.  They have seven other locations they could put this at.  All we ask for is go and put it there and leave our park alone.  I don’t think that is asking too much.  The Mayor will listen to the City Council and the Chamber of Commerce.  We told the people to call.  They say these calls were transferred to the Evansville Convention & Visitors Bureau.  You don’t know how many calls were transferred; I don’t think your secretary has told you.  If I got a petition of 1,000 people in seven days, how many calls do you think went down to the City Council?  A lot of them; right?  But, you don’t know.  You don’t know what the people are thinking.  They are not happy, believe me.  

Councilman John:  Sir, what number did you give them?

Sherman Stevens:  You’ve got them right there.

Councilman John:  Okay, but you didn’t give them any of our…

Sherman Stevens:  No sir, not individual…

Councilman John:  They are available through the City Clerk’s Office.  Are you talking about the Clerk’s Office?  

Sherman Stevens:  Yes sir, the calls were transferred.  We had some people call down there and they were transferred.  I called the Mayor’s hotline today to get an appointment set up to talk to him.  I asked the gal that answered the phone, I said do you transfer these calls to the Convention Bureau?  She said yeah, why?  I said, you are not doing your job…the people are calling and you better start listening and do your job.  It’s all about money…no one really cares about our park, but we do.  I’ll fight until they put the first shovel of dirt in the ball diamond.  I love our park and 1,000 plus people do too.  We don’t want our park turned into a ball diamond complex.  We’ve got ball diamonds out there right now that they use. We have a playground, a handball court, a basketball court, and volleyball courts.  It’s not fabulous, but it’s a playground and things like that for the family.  That’s what it is, a family park.  We don’t have many of these things left.  Once this thing get’s torn up, I don’t care what they say about this ball diamond complex…it’s not a family park anymore.  Our group, the Wesselman Park Support Group, is not against this project as I said before.   We feel it should be built at one of the other seven locations.  Mr. Dunn at the Red Cross meetings last month, people were speaking up, and he finally said that he had other locations they can put this at, but he still liked Wesselman Park.  The petitions in your hands, the people are speaking and hopefully you will listen to them.  Thank you very much.  
President Watts:  Anyone else?

Charlene Braker:  I’m Charlene Braker.  In yesterday’s paper John Kish said, “We’ve been looking at various solutions and continue to do so, but one is this parking lot on Martin Luther King Blvd. on Vine Street.”  This is from John Kish, Project Director and Manager saying that the cities search for more arena parking may not be over.  Isn’t that why we were against the arena?  Before it ever started we always knew.  That’s why the Tea Parties are getting bigger.  We knew…that’s why we were against the arena.  We knew it wasn’t over.  In the same paper, Local Firms Deserve More Work in the Area.  The man who wrote this article is A.T. Hatcher. “Could someone provide a detailed accounting of the entire design and construction break down by company, name and dollar amount on the arena?”  Most of the money is not even in Evansville.  The same article says, “One of the largest construction firms in the United States of America is located locally in Evansville, Indiana.”  It says that they got none of the design and a very small amount of arena construction.  What’s going on?  We are supposed to pay $100 million, a federal mandate, for sewers.  We knew the sewers were there before the arena was ever out there.  We were going to the sewer separation meetings…the city said come we will listen to you; we want you at the meetings.  This was before the arena.  That is why we started going to the arena meetings because we realized locally we don’t have the money to do this great big project on the sewers.  We live in this area.  We know.  We see the sewage come out.  We want that sewer project, but we can’t do the sewer project effectively when we got all this money for the arena.  It keeps going on and on, and it never ever stops.  New item: the city council unveils paving to do list.  Before you begin something new finish what you’ve started.  That is what we are saying.  Can the city just ever stop?  Just get something done before they put more money in it.  My husband, I and a couple of people went to Vectren a couple of weeks ago and they are going to increase our rates.  We know it’s a given.  We protested, but we’re not dumb we know they are not going to increase to what they want it, but they will be increased and we know it.  The $15 million...because the City of Evansville didn’t do sewage separation in a timely manner because we’ve got the arena.  We only make so much money…Whirlpool is gone.  Jim and I have been invited to attend a school of business meeting at U of E to help understand the city budget.  We are going to go.  We are going to get as many people as we can because we don’t know how you guys do the city budget.  We’ve just heard whatever Jim said, its some one else’s agency.  No matter what agency that money is funneled through that money comes from us.  As far we know Evansville doesn’t have a printing press yet.  Every single agency gets their money from us unless it’s a fund endowment.  There is a breaking point.  With Whirlpool gone and other businesses that are going, we can’t keep it up.  Something is going to happen…I don’t know what, but that is why the Tea Party was effective last year.  We’ve come to the meetings, we are keeping an eye… and we are going to make sure we know about funding for city budgets.  It’s our responsibility to find out where our money goes and we are going to start doing it.  Thank you. 

Councilman Adams:  The meeting Mrs. Braker is referring to, and I think you all have gotten invitations, the head of the American Governmental Accountants is coming to speak.  I personally have had trouble with the budget finding things and so forth.  I talked to Jenny Collins a couple of weeks ago and she said the software package that we were promised last year to make things more relevant somehow didn’t get done or it’s not in.  I’m hoping this guy can at least help me better understand the process in government [inaudible].  

Councilman Friend:  When I was taking accounting in college one of the most difficult classes was governmental accounting.  It deals with differences that industry doesn’t have.  I really welcome people to go to this because without a question there is a lot of confusion with where funds come from, how you can’t take from one fund to another.  Money is money and everybody thinks that way, and it is; but it is one of the toughest courses to take.         

Councilman Adams:  The process he’s talking about is being used in Anderson, Indiana already and a bunch of places.  I don’t understand the black box yet but I am looking forward to opening it up.

Cory Mills:  My name is Cory Mills; I live at 1505 Cheshire Bridge Rd.  Some of you may have seen in the news that there is a drinking water problem on the north side of Evansville.  The problem stems from a 50 to 60 year old main pipe that runs down Kratzville Rd. from First Ave. to Mill Rd.  I’ve lived there since early 2000, so it’s been at least 10 years that we’ve known of the problem.  If you happened to see on T.V., my wife embarrassed with a tub full of water that looked more like tea.  That is how much rust is in our lines.  That is water we drink, bathe in and wash our clothes in.  I have asked the Water and Sewer Utility Department to look into this.  Mr. Garrard has been very helpful in saying yes, we recognize the problem.  They have even done an engineering study to repair the problem, but I learned at the last Utility Board meeting that the line breaks six to eight times a year and they have to repair it.  The only way to keep the rust from being so bad that the water is actually brown is to keep fire hydrants opened continually in our neighborhood and along Kratzville to flush water out, because two days after you close the hydrants my water is brown again.  I’ve been asking for several years, and this is the first year that I’ve asked in a public venue, but as the representative of the homeowner’s association, which did petition the Utility Board and the Mayor to solve this problem, the Utility Board has assured me that once they can find $1.4 million to replace that line it will be taken care of.  I am here today to say to you that I know you’ve got lots of problems.  I have heard more today that I didn’t know about, but when you are thinking about all the different problem in the different wards remember that you have a lot of people in our neighborhood that are drinking brown, rusty water.  It’s not just people that can stand up for their self, there is a nursing home on my street, and they can’t stand up for their selves.  I need to know who the appropriate people are to deal with that.  I am asking you to be aware of it.  I have spoken to Councilman Friend that represents our ward and he is aware of it.  I ask that you keep an open mind and look for an opportunity when the time is appropriate to fix that problem.  

Councilman McGinn:  I saw that, and then I read an article that I think was in the paper.  Is it just a limited number of homes that are affected?  

Cory Mills:  Yes, it’s limited to several hundred.  

Councilman McGinn:  Oh, it’s several hundred.  

Cory Mills:  Just no one else has spoken up.  I’ve been saying something for ten years.  Finally three years ago I began to push harder with the Utility Board.  This year I decided to go public, and that is when I came out with the petition and got in front of the news media.  I apologize for that because my goal was not to be rude, but it’s every home that has a street off of Kratzville between First Ave. and Mill Rd that is affected; it’s several hundred homes and nursing home.  

Councilman McGinn:  I misunderstood.

Cory Mills:  I just happen to be the one that is willing to get up and make a fool of myself and say we need help.  So here I am. We need help.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I am glad you did Mr. Mills, because I missed the media report.  This is the first that I have heard of this and it’s terrible that you have to drink and bathe with rusty water.  

Cory Mills:  I can afford a water filter and I have a water filter.  You would not want to see how dirty my water filter is, but at least I am drinking filtered water.  The nursing home has to go out on occasion to buy bottled water because they can’t filter enough for the people lying in those beds.  That was reported as well.  There are hundreds of people in the neighborhood that have never spoken up.  They do what I do; they throw their clothes away when they are too dirty to wash any longer.  We have to spend all of our money in all of the wards and I am asking when the opportunity comes along to consider the $1.4 million, we would really appreciate it.  I’ve understood the study has been available for quite sometime but they’ve just not found the money.  
Councilwoman Mosby:  Cory, thanks for coming up this evening we appreciate it.  I would like to add that Councilman Friend did call me this morning…we discussed some issues going on in my ward and he enlightened me to what’s going on there.  That is a terrible problem and hopefully we can help you with that.  

Cory Mills:  We appreciate your help.  Thank you.

President Watts:  Anyone else have anything under miscellaneous?
Brenda Berkowitz:  My name is Brenda Berkowitz.  I wish the team was still here because I’m going to San Diego.  I am hoping I can call the coach and get a t-shirt to take to my son Nick and rub it in his face.   
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I have a quick question for Jim pertaining to the gentleman who was just up.  Jim, is this an isolated situation, or is there other areas of the city where they have a similar problem?  

Jim Garrard:  There are other areas with older pipes like that.  What makes this problem bad in this neighborhood has an old pipe with rust, sediments and deposits that there is not enough flow going through to collect.  The neighborhoods are sort of below the pipe.  The main pipe comes in and has rust in it to settle and flows down to those neighborhoods that have that issue.  There are several other areas like that.  We’ve actually fixed two or three of them in the last couple of years where they were actually dead heads, where you don’t get flow pushing through, which needs a loop system to keep the water flowing.  This one is certainly next on the list.  

Councilman Friend:  Jim, I appreciate that.  Thanks so much.  

President Watts:  Anything else under miscellaneous business?  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-15



An ordinance approving the

Date:
June 14, 2010




Sewage works revenue bonds

Time: 
5:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Notify:
Jim Garrard

Re:
Ordinance F-2010-7



An ordinance approving the

Date:
July 12, 2010




Sewer rates

Time: 
5:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Notify: Jim Garrard

Re:
City Budget Hearings

Date:
August 9 – 12, 2010

Time:
3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Room: 307

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice vote.  So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
_______________________


________________________

 President




Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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