
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 28, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 28, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.
There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Clerk Matlock.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the June 28, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening there Officer McQuay is our Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held June 14, 2010.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR JUNE 25th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for June 28, 2010 meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from June 14, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Ordinances G-2010-17 and G-2010-18.

*April 2010 Financial Report.

*Weights and Measures Monthly Report.

*2010 Property Tax Phase-In Compliance Report – Third and Final Installment from Pam  

  Martin, Director of Downtown Development and Government Relations with GAGE.

*A copy of a letter from Don Mosby.

*Central Dispatch Report from JoAnne Smith, Director.

*News Releases:

- New Events Lined Up for Downtown Farmers’ Market

- July Traveling City Hall

- Open the Door to a Census Worker and Open Doors for Your Community

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*Resolution C-2010-14.

*News Release: Mayor Weinzapfel’s Statement on Whirlpool Last Day.
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES

President Watts:  I would like to have a motion to suspend the rules to hear Ordinance 

G-2010-18 on all three readings this evening.

Councilman Adams:  Mr. Hamilton, will you give a brief description.

John Hamilton:  This is the fireworks ordinance.  There is a small section of the ordinance that specifies on what dates you can set off fireworks within the city.  When it was drafted and/or published a few years ago inadvertently the date of July 1st was left out of the ordinance.  Once that was discovered, I immediately prepared this since July 1st is shortly in front of us I would think that you would want to act on it tonight.  It was simply an omission from that ordinance.  I sent you the current ordinance and the change; and the only change is that we are putting July 1st in it, everything else is 100% the same.  I worked on this ordinance with Kevin Winternheimer so there is probably a 99% probability it was my mistake.  

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to hear Ordinance 

G-2010-18 on all three readings this evening.  

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

Councilman McGinn:  We have such a clogged court system with all of these July 1st prosecutions we better do it; I vote aye. 

Councilman Adams:  Having grown up with a man who grew up in Ogden, Utah, where they shoot guns in the air on the Fourth of July, I vote aye.

There being nine (9) Ayes and zero (0) Nays, Ordinance G-2010-18 will be heard on all three readings this evening.

CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-17

      A.S.D.

                
        
         MOSBY
An ordinance amending Ordinance G-2009-30, Granting Certificates of Convenience and Necessity for the Operation of Taxicabs for the Year 2010 (Dave’s Taxi Service)

ORDINANCE G-2010-18

      A.S.D.

                
         
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Section 9.10.020 of the Evansville Municipal Code

RESOLUTION C-2010-14

      FINANCE                                           
        FRIEND

A Resolution by the Common Council of the City of Evansville Ratifying, Confirming, Authorizing and Approving an addendum to the Master Labor Agreement Between the City of Evansville and Chauffeurs, Teamsters and Helpers Local Union No. 215.
Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilwoman Bredhold seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote. So ordered. 
REGULAR AGENDA
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-18

      A.S.D.

                
         
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Section 9.10.0 20 of the Evansville Municipal Code
President Watts:  Are there any questions or comments from the audience on this since this is the second reading for the fireworks ordinance?  

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to move Ordinance 
G-2010-18 to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-16

      A.S.D.

               
   McGINN (MOSBY)
An ordinance amending Section 2.165.060 of the Evansville Municipal Code (Employee Compensation)
RESOLUTION C-2010-13

      FINANCE
                                
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville approving an Ordinance of the Vanderburgh County Income Tax Council establishing the percentage credit allowed for Homesteads for 2011 and casting the votes of the Common Council of the City of Evansville on said Ordinance

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, you’re A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance G-2010-16 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Resolution C-2010-13 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to move this Ordinance and Resolution to Third Reading. Voice vote.   So ordered. 

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 
ORDINANCE G-2010-16

      A.S.D.

               
   McGINN (MOSBY)
An ordinance amending Section 2.165.060 of the Evansville Municipal Code (Employee Compensation)
Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
G-2010-16 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.
There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2010-16 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 
ORDINANCE G-2010-18

      A.S.D.

                
         
         MOSBY

An ordinance amending Section 9.10.020 of the Evansville Municipal Code 

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 

G-2010-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Ordinance G-2010-18 is hereby declared adopted.

REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS 
RESOLUTION C-2010-13

      FINANCE
                               
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville approving an Ordinance of the Vanderburgh County Income Tax Council establishing the percentage credit allowed for Homesteads for 2011 and casting the votes of the Common Council of the City of Evansville on said Ordinance

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adopt Resolution 

C-2010-13 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays, Resolution C-2010-13 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
There will not be a City Council meeting next Monday, July 5, 2010.  The next City Council meeting will be Monday, July 12, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m.

Pam Martin:  Pam Martin with Growth Alliance for Greater Evansville.  I bring to you tonight the balance of the Property Tax Phase-In Compliance Report for 2010.  I will be glad to answer any questions you might have.  As Council is aware, the Whirlpool Corporation holds two active phase-ins on manufacturing equipment.  One expires this year payable 2011.  The other one expires 2014, payable 2015.  The company did not file required compliance forms with me this year.  They have not filed the necessary information with the County Assessor to take advantage of the benefits of the phase-in this year.  As the granting body, the Council needs to decide what to do going forward with the phase-in that is active until 2014.  Mr. Hamilton and I have discussed this and I will defer to him for comments from a legal perspective.  

John Hamilton:  From my understanding they did not even request it for the next year.  So you can have two options: one, you can go through the formal termination procedure that the statute prescribes, which means we give a notice, set a hearing date, we get a termination resolution if you find it should be terminated.  It may be a moot point, and it sounds like it is a moot point.  Certainly if they would try to reestablish it in the future you would know about a year ahead of time because they could only apply for it, and it would be effective the following year.  You would actually have ample time to initiate action to terminate based upon your notification that it is being applied for.  There is really no right or wrong way to do it; it’s just whatever your preference would be.  
Councilman Adams:  Mr. Hamilton, would you review for us about the possibility of a claw-back.  

John Hamilton:  There is a section of the statute that applies to when companies actually cease operations.  The statute that has been provided by the state legislature is very narrow and puts a large burden on the designating body.  Basically, you would have to find that “the applicant obtained the deduction by intentionally (reading from the statute) false information concerning the property owners plans to continue operations at the facility.”  You would have to have evidence at the time they originally applied for this program that they intentionally gave you false information about their future plans.  The burden is on you to establish that.
Councilman Adams:  We all have been aware over the years that they had been laying people off and you know…

Councilwoman Bredhold:  The latest was only just in 2006, isn’t that correct?

John Hamilton:  I do not know when the last…

Pam Martin:  It was granted in 2006, and it extends to 2014.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  2006 isn’t very long ago.  They could have easily known that they were going to be moving within four years…in 2006.

John Hamilton:  My point is you have to prove that through evidence and establish that somehow.  

Councilman Adams:  Even though the building may be empty they will still have to pay property taxes on that, unless the assessment for the new equipment is going south of border.

Pam Martin:  Their property tax phase-in is on the manufacturing equipment.  It is not on the real estate.  This will not impact any of their property taxes for the building and the land.  

President Watts:  They are receiving no benefit for having this since the equipment is no longer there, correct?

Pam Martin:  The assessor would have to answer that.  I just know that it is effective pending the paperwork and the necessary procedure of the County Assessor’s office.  

Councilman Adams:  Am I mistaken in that Whirlpool will get a benefit in that they bought the equipment and got a discount because of the phase-in, and it’s going south of the border?  

Pam Martin:  I can’t answer that.

Councilman Adams:  That’s a pretty cheap way of getting equipment.

Pam Martin:  That’s really not within my area of expertise.  

Councilman Adams:  Fair enough.

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone in the audience have questions?  Pam, thank you.  This is very helpful.  JoAnne.

JoAnne Smith:  JoAnne Smith, I am the Director of Central Dispatch.  In your packet you have some information concerning a request sent to the Dispatch Board to hire a part-time person that can help with telephone calls.  We currently have six people and a supervisor working.  Of those six people we have the supervisor is the seventh person; a city police dispatcher; a city fire dispatcher, who’s responsible for six fire departments; the Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s dispatcher; the information position that checks registrations, driver’s licenses, and check for stolen and wanted; and two telephone positions, the call taker position.  Those two call taker positions, in addition to taking phone calls, are relief for the other positions as well.  When the city police dispatcher gets up traffic doesn’t stop, somebody has to be accountable for their radio traffic during the absence of the regular dispatcher.  The Sheriff brought to the table an issue that has been ongoing for 20 years…it’s to remove from Central Dispatch the county dispatcher absence 911 calls.  The city police dispatcher does not.  The city police dispatcher volume of [inaudible] to take those phone calls.  As time has passed our business has increased.  The county dispatcher has indeed gotten a lot busier than they once were.  Consequently, you end up with a county dispatcher who is torn between the 911 call they are talking on and the officer that just made a traffic stop that they have to tell standby, not knowing what he has there.   The Sheriff has a valid argument.  He feels his people are just as important as the city people when it comes to their safety.  When we are jeopardizing the safety of a public safety officer we are also jeopardizing the safety of that 911 caller, because we did not have the attention going to one.  This isn’t going to solve our entire problem.  This is a band-aid for a much larger problem coming down the road.  When I started 32 years ago, we had telephone operators in the police department and that was my job to answer 911 calls.  Consequently, as time went by that position was eliminated; our business has not slowed down.  Eventually, you are going to have to have permanent telephone operators again.  You will have to have more than one.  What I am asking for is a single position to be funded jointly by city and county.  We will man a single telephone position 24 hours a day seven days a week.  We will hire multiple people part-time.  It will be strictly salary and no benefits.  It will be at a reduced salary of the dispatchers; it won’t be that salary.  I think what we have is $12 per hour.  This is a very important position.  I would love to have more money for the salary because that person is the one that takes the initial call to get information initially; not only what is happening on the scene, but what we will relay to our public safety officers.  It’s not a mindless job; it’s a very important job.  We would teach them to use our CAD system, answer the phone, and collect information from the caller.  This is very important, not only to Central Dispatch, but I think also to our citizens because there are dispatchers torn between two responsibilities.  It is sometimes a very difficult decision to make…they are taking a break-in in progress and they can’t get off the phone with a caller, and we don’t know who a deputy has out there in the boondocks with a single car and help may be ten minutes away.  It’s pretty important.  This is the only way we know that we can start the process to heal this problem.  I also will be going to county council July 7th with this as well.  

Councilman Adams:  You alluded to a larger problem; what did you mean by that?

JoAnne Smith:  The larger problem is coming down the road and we are going to have to have more than eight single part-time persons.  We could use more now, but with the economics as they are we’ve got to start somewhere.  

Councilman Adams:  Of course these part-time people could if they are good enough, which I am sure they will be, they could sort of be doing an internship as to when and if you could take on a full time. 
JoAnne Smith:  Exactly; but not only that the part-time position you have dispatchers that don’t want the stress of the dispatch job any more but are more than willing to answer the phones.  So that could be a stepping down position for dispatchers.  Also, a breeding ground for new dispatchers because they learn to answer the phone, to use the CAD system.  Our hiring process is very long.  I just filled two positions for people that retired a year ago in April.  It’s a long process…it’s hard to find people to fill the jobs.  It would be laying some ground work for the future, to have people partially trained and ready to go.
Councilman Adams:  I’m glad you mentioned the hiring process.  I’ve heard that it would be nice if we could start having the element of diversity in your department.  

JoAnne Smith:  We would love to have that.
Councilman Adams:  You promise me that you will try real hard.    

JoAnne Smith:  We have been trying very hard for several years.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  What seems to be the problem?

JoAnne Smith:  The problem is that we can’t get anybody qualified to apply.

Councilwoman Robinson:  Oh, nobody of color that is qualified applied…wow. 

JoAnne Smith:  No.  I had one Hispanic in the last batch of applications that did not pass the test.  That was the only one that we had that qualified to even test.  

Councilwoman Robinson:  I find that hard to believe.  How do they find out about the job?

JoAnne Smith:  Through city personnel.  It comes through city personnel…our hiring process is the same as the Evansville Police Department.   We do background checks, criminal histories, polygraph, drug screenings, and as we go through these things people are eliminated.  We have tried very hard for many years.  We have had one black female in my 20 years who came in to start the training process and left.  We have had a black female who was to come in and test for a dispatch position and didn’t show up.  So we try; and if I could get some good diversity there I would be the happiest person in the world.  I am a resident of the inner city, so I am all for diversity.

Councilman Adams:  Well, if you are using the same process the police department has I applaud that.  Today I found out my son just went through the police department in Virginia’s process and was successful.  It is a very difficult process and a very thorough one.  I hope you will be able to find some diversity still that can meet all of those criteria.  They are tough criteria; I agree.  
JoAnne Smith:  It is very tough criteria and you’ve got to remember that our people in Central Dispatch are the actual first responders in this county.  We are the ones that take the phone calls to [inaudible].  It is a very critical position.  If they don’t get the correct information, or if the information they get they take out that building then [inaudible].  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would like to emphasize the seriousness of the concern with having these people responsible both for answering the phones and dealing with the Sheriff’s deputies.  I represent the City Council on the Central Dispatch Board and Sheriff Williams said there have been times, and I sure it’s been vice-versa, when Sheriff’s deputies have just had to wait.  You don’t know what sort of situation they are in or what kind of dangerous circumstances they could be dealing with and there is not anybody on the other end of the line to offer them help.  

Councilman John:  In the past couple of years that you’ve come in front of us on a special fund that you needed the authority to spend it, now this will go on a finance ordinance, is that correct?  
JoAnne Smith:  It could go in a finance ordinance, but I believe it’s 911 funds could fund this position.  I believe that we are looking at $105,000.  
Councilman John:  Yeah, I saw that.  You may want to check with the Controller to make sure we follow the proper procedures.  If it’s in your budget, both city and county approve the budget, this looks like it may be a budget item so it may have to go on a finance ordinance.  

President Watts:  We will want to make sure that it goes in for August so it’s in there for next year.
JoAnne Smith:  We would like to have this for next year [inaudible].
President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Anyone in the audience have any questions?  

Stan Wheeler:  I am Stan Wheeler and I live at 3800 Keck Avenue.  I made the mistake the other night and let my truck sit out front and forgot to lock it.  Some kids came through and ransacked it.  Well, when you call, you call 911.  To me when you call 911 that’s an emergency and I just wanted to report that my truck was broken into and ransacked.  I just wanted the police department to know, but there is no other number that you can call to report things like that.  If there was it would seem to me that it would free up time for 911.  This was my fault because I left my truck unlocked, but I just wanted the police department to know so they could pick up patrol in the neighborhood.  I didn’t want to call 911, because I didn’t feel it was an emergency but there is no place else that you can call.  

Councilman Adams:  So you would be suggesting a triage system?

Stan Wheeler:  No, just another number for things that aren’t an emergency that you could call and report that stuff to.

Councilman Adams:  But you must be doing that already?

JoAnne Smith:  Not exactly; when we moved into this building and enhanced 911, the only number that we have is 911.  The purpose of that is twofold; one it gives the dispatcher every piece of information, where the caller is calling from, so they did away with all the information line.  We have no information line.  Now everything comes in on 911.  Just like this gentleman has said there are many people that don’t want to call 911, so they would call our admin line.  That’s fine between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the afternoon, but it doesn’t help them at 3:00 a.m. I have heard this concern from many people, but we don’t have a line and we would still have to answer the other line and you never know when somebody calls to report something like this on something other than 911 and you’re on that call and then the 911 call rings…you know.  You still have to have the folks to answer the phone. 

Councilman Adams:  I think it would be very difficult to teach the public a new number.  

JoAnne Smith:  Yes; it’s not worth it.  What we are doing I think is the right thing.  

Officer McQuay:  It’s not very well publicized, but if you have a non-emergency just a report type deal, you can call both Police Records and I believe the Sheriff’s Department also has a record’s number during normal business hours, and they will be happy to take a report over the phone.  We do tell people if you want to speak to an officer you do have to dial 911.    

President Watts:  If it goes to the record’s room, just like him, he could make a report that my truck was broken into…

Officer McQuay:  Yes sir, you can make a report and they will give you a case number for your insurance or whatever, an officer doesn’t have to come out and it doesn’t have to tie up the emergency line.   

President Watts:  Perfect, thank you.

JoAnne Smith:  [inaudible]

President Watts:  Any other questions by members of council?  Thank you very much.  I have Berniece Tirmenstein, announcement of the Family Freedom Picnic.  
Berniece Tirmenstein:  My name is Berniece Tirmenstein.  I’d like to announce that there will be a Freedom Family Picnic Sunday, July 4th, at Garvin Park between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.   There will be patriotic music, food, games for the children, and short speeches.  You may bring your own food and drink; however, food and drink will be available at a low cost.  The highlight of the event is an emotional tribute to James Bethel Grisham, an Evansville soldier, and the first American to die in World War I.  Tours of the James Bethel Grisham memorial home located on the northern edge of Garvin Park will be available with a short DVD showing.  Come hear the life story of this great American Hero.  I thank Mayor Weinzapfel and Dan Shaw, head of the Parks and Recreation Department, for their granting permission for tours of the home.  Mr. Shaw was very helpful.  James Bethel Grisham gave us all a challenge, as he said, “carry on for the spirit of liberty and freedom.”  Thank you.

President Watts:  Thank you Berniece.  Charlene Braker, JFK Club and general budget meeting.

Charlene Braker:  Charlene Braker; 1700 E. Blackford.  I just wanted to thank, especially Dr. Dan Adams, Councilman at large, for inviting us personally to attend the JFK Club on June 21st.  This was Mr. VanDaniker, who was at U of E making government budgets and financial information user friendly that was the topic.  As you probably know, I am a republican and there were a lot of republicans there, and there were a lot of democrats which was really neat.  I think most of us are interested in good government, not political…it’s just how we go about it.  It was so nice to hear that Councilman McGinn earlier with expressing almost the same sentiment that we heard from VanDaniker, as far as transparency and holding the governing body in your city accountable to the citizens.  I think going in, I thought this was going to be how a city budget is planned, and that’s not what it was at all.  It was how the governing body in your city is responsible to your citizens and what we as citizens should expect from our governing body.  The state of Nevada does a two page report and Alaska does a four page report to its citizens.  It’s a vision statement, how we are doing, revenues and expenses and the last page is what’s next.  It’s very short and concise.  This is exactly what we are looking for…short, sweet, what does our city do, where does the money come from, and where does the money go.  We need it.  My husband says I have a tendency to talk to long, but we are working on it.  There’s a new journal online we are going to do a report online from some of the things we had absorbed from Mr. VanDaniker.  I just really want to appreciate the fact we were invited, the fact that we went and honestly I hope the city council takes advantage of anything in the future like that because it was mind expanding for us, and we are going to make it work in our city.  Thank you.  
Councilman McGinn:  Charlene, I met with the gentleman before the meeting, I had a family matter so I couldn’t go, but I did receive a copy of his power point presentation.  If you could make that available, it’s 16 pages, and all of that stuff is in there and it’s real simple.  I think it would benefit everybody just to have it, and it takes 20 minutes to look at it.  
Charlene Braker:  One of the points that he said, I think as a group that is what we’ve been trying to say is that use the Mom test, if Mom can understand it then everyone can understand it.  It’s not like Moms are dumb; it’s that Moms are busy, they have a lot of different areas that they are involved in, but they would still like to be involved in the governing of our city.  Keep it simple so that we have transparency.  Again, I thank you for the opportunity.  You guys missed a good one.  Thank you.
President Watts:  Anyone in the audience have anything under miscellaneous business?  Yes sir…Don you’ll be next.
Frank Peterlin:  I have a quick handout on wind energy.  This is a wind energy guide for county commissioners.  I reviewed this with Commissioner Tornatta a couple of months ago and he was very receptive to updating the zoning guidelines.  I just wanted to drop off a copy of that so that you would have that as well.  This is an executive level document so its one that is written for county commissioners and its applicable for the city council as well.  What this guide shows is a host of resources that are available on the internet where you can get other resources.  This guide was put together in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Energy under its energy efficiency and renewable energy programs and in conjunction with the National Association of Counties.  The federal regulations can be very complicated and they work with the National Association of Counties to write the sample language counties can adopt.  I wanted to drop off one copy of the model zoning ordinance.  This is a four page document with a checklist at the end.  I just wanted to drop that off and make myself available if you have any questions, or if council has any questions on that, we’d be happy to follow up with you at a later date.  The reason I come before you today is when I was studying zoning and how renewable energy is done across the United States, a number of people suggested that I read this.  It interconnects all the different studies and concerns.  In one of the subchapters there is an interesting quote that says “unlike natural gas or coal burning facilities where regulation occurs at the state level wind power facility regulation happens locally.”  What that means is that you are in charge of wind power.  The state and federal government handle natural gas, coal, and mining rights.  It’s something that we are learning, and that counties and cities across the nation are getting up to speed on.  This particular document was put together in October 2006.  It’s a modern document.  I do have an extra copy that I can leave with Mr. Hamilton.  I’d appreciate it if you guys would just take it under advisement.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I wasn’t able to attend your Board of Zoning Appeals meetings but I did listen to a transcript.  One thing that emerged was that both the opponents and proponents of wind energy in the city in a particular location said that the city is missing those guidelines for that sort of thing that we need to establish guidelines.  These sorts of projects will become more and more common and we should have some standard way of dealing with them when they come across our desks.  To date we’ve only had one windmill approved within the city limits, but I am sure there will be many more in the future.  So we should adopt some sort of standard and establish something to be non-biased in the way that we approve the one’s that come before us.  Thank you.
Councilman McGinn:  This question is more for John; procedurally since we have a joint Area Plan Commission, and I would strongly suspect or urge and predict there will be lots of things happening in the area of renewable energy, how does it work procedurally in Vanderburgh County?  

John Hamilton:  Either the legislative body, this council or the Area Plan Commission can initiate the filing of a zoning ordinance or it goes back and forth between those two bodies.   Historically, Area Plan Commission has done the study, gathered the facts and come to this body with a proposal on what they recommend.  This body has the action…
Councilman McGinn:  Where do the County Commissioners fit in this though?  Is this a two step approval?   Does it have to be City Council and County Commissioners?  
John Hamilton:  It may actually be separate because there are different things that apply in the county as opposed to the city.  

Frank Peterlin:  I asked that question to Troy Tornatta and he explained that often times with Area Plan that there is coordination with City Council and the County Commissioners so that the rules are common across the county, because we have merged Area Plan.  He said traditionally something like that would start in Area Plan and then either the County Commissioners or City Council would take a lead in it to coordinate for the other body to try to work out ethical language.  

President Watts:  Certainly there are cities that would have a place for us to start.  I presume that’s what Area Plan would do.  
Councilwoman Bredhold:  That’s sort of what you brought us, isn’t it?

Frank Peterlin:  Yes.

President Watts:  That’s what that is, someone else’s?

Frank Peterlin:  [inaudible]

President Watts:  If you would state your name for the record please.

Dennis Conwell:  Dennis Conwell, I am President of American Green Energy, and also Netwell Investments is trying to fund two different companies that are going to come here and actually employ people in Evansville to build windmills, possibly creating 200 to 400 jobs.  I am a little interested in something being done.  The only thing that I would add to that is, right now windmills are thrown into category 15, which puts it at the same level as a 1,000 foot radio tower.  You can’t put a windmill up in Vanderburgh County and Evansville unless you are in the middle of an eight acre field.  What we are doing is applying rules for like an 18-wheeler to a bicycle.  It’s really important that we get some guidelines that would fit and protect the public to do the things that are necessary.  Windmills are going to be here and other sources of alternative energy, and we need to be ready for it because jobs are coming with it as well as people cutting their energy bills to help our grid system so that it’s not overrun with needs of electricity.  Thank you.

Councilman Adams:  Sir, how big a windmill are you talking about?  

Dennis Conwell:  Right now the State of Indiana can get what we call a reverse meter which is getting a credit for it…10 kilowatt is the maximum that is a very small residential windmill.  That is what we are asking for ordinances on.  The state will probably allow bigger than that, but in actuality you could still have businesses that have bigger ones than that that couldn’t get the reverse meter credit, but they would be able to use it to cut their own energy bill.  The size could be rather large for a commercial, but on a residential we are talking about small ones.  Even a 10 kilowatt…you buy a 5, 6, and 7 kilowatt generators to run your house if the electricity is off, so you would be able to care of about 60% to 80% of your electricity in a normal home.  

Councilman Adams:  How tall is that sir?

Dennis Conwell:  You want them to be about 20 feet above the structure.  

Councilman Adams:  Okay, thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  John, is there a formal way that we could ask Area Plan to look at formalizing…formulating…
John Hamilton:  I made myself a note to call Area Plan and their attorney just to see where they are at with it and I can report back to you.  

President Watts:  Do you know if they’ve started Frank?

Frank Peterlin:  Not yet, but I think they are circulating the documents right now.

John Hamilton:  I am also going to check to see if Indiana is regulating this.  Do you know if the state has done any…

Dennis Conwell:  The state right now is only dealing with the amount that the reverse meter is going to worked into it and wind [inaudible].  They are not dealing much with this as a control.  As Frank was saying, wind energy right now is basically local. So the state is not…

John Hamilton:  It doesn’t mean it’s going to stay that way though.  The state could do something to preempt us.  

Councilman Adams:  You could tell that to the estate of Ted Kennedy on Cape Cod right now.

Councilman McGinn:  We need to keep in mind…think back to anybody my age that took a computer course it was a spare unit that was the size of a Buick and now you carry one in your back pocket.  Right now, you are looking at  12 foot diameter, 12 foot blades on these things…12 foot overall, in five years they may be the size of a satellite dish, so let’s enter the 21st century here.

Dennis Conwell:  We approved one here two years ago and have done nothing to move on with that.  We do need to step forward and [inaudible].

Councilman McGinn:  Thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would add too that I’ve heard that the IURC is currently reconsidering the net metering loss to make them more generous to people because right now they are some of the worst in the country.  There might be more incentives for people to want to build and buy more windmills in the future; another source of renewable energy.

Dennis Conwell:  Right now there are grants for money to put them in and now would be nice to really have the ordinances so they can get them.  You are right there looking at moving them up 10 kilowatts or larger in output, but not necessarily size.  As they increase that the technology will probably work within smaller units like computers do.  
President Watts:  Thank you very much.  Any other questions?  Don’s up.

Don Mosby:  You guys know all that…the letter I sent to you people and everything.  Only one thing I want to ask you, I was up here one day and I asked you about this federal money coming in and could be spent six ways.  One fact that I try to find in my papers on it…Alberta’s place try to find what day it was, so I mean I need to worry about that date on there.  Everybody that has been out to this neighborhood has seen them pictures, and everybody said I ain’t worried about it.  I am worried about the kids in that…that walks on that street.  The fellow laughing at me [inaudible]…I heard him...you can think, “sewers, I don’t care.”  This road is not safe.  I sent one to [inaudible].  You got the letters, but I forgot to put on there some of that stuff.  This stimulus money that is supposed to go to six wards and I want it to go on this [inaudible].  That’s my public opinion and I can do that.       

President Watts:  Any questions by members of council?  

Councilman McGinn:  We have this note; Mr. Mosby, these questions I don’t know if there is anyone here that can answer these about individual homes.  Have you provided a copy of this to the Utility Board?  If not, we sure can to get these questions…

Don Mosby:  I been to the City Engineer, the Works Board, the Safety Board, the Mayor’s Office and everyone of you people and I didn’t have this in there because I forgot about it…hey, I went back [inaudible] before I come up here tonight.  Them people are getting [inaudible] up.  If he was going to go off in a ditch there then [inaudible] on that one street there…it’s all in there…they took it down.  Most of you people have been out there.  Ask her, she’s been out there.  Don’s been out there, and the doc.  It ain’t a safe street to go down.  The county is going to put a [inaudible] down.  I’ve went to the city… and they’ve done got a bid out for it.  If they ain’t going to do it then why can’t we do something when somebody is there.  Let’s get the road pulled up and get it done.  It’s been going…talking about years, [inaudible]…it really started back in 1963 if you want to know when it started.  They tore people’s houses down so far down Riverside and Fickas.  They told them people they couldn’t get a pump station, [inaudible] about seven more of them down.  They wouldn’t have this problem with the sewers.  Also, we were suppose to get a park out there and we haven’t got that…back in 1963 when they bought all these houses and stuff.  I’ve been [inaudible]…because I’m fighting for the people out there.  I’ve been fighting fifty-some-odd years trying to get this park out here too.  
Councilman Adams:  Mr. Mosby, the address that is most flagrant in your mind is 3217 Fickas? 

Don Mosby:  Yeah…yeah, that ditch.  You’ve got a picture…ain’t you seen the picture? 

Councilman Adams:  Oh, I’ve seen the ditch.

Don Mosby:  You all have seen the ditch.

Councilman Adams:  I made the suggestion that they might put some sort of rail or barrier or…

Don Mosby:  [inaudible]…people that won’t.  The road wide enough for them.

Councilman Adams:  Well they are not going to walk in the ditch, I can tell you that.  

Don Mosby:  Well, but…hey…where are you going to walk on the rail…[inaudible]

Councilman Adams:  I don’t think they are going to walk on that side of the street.  

Don Mosby: I just want to know how come its one man’s [inaudible]…they did in a lot of places when I got on Vann, I’ve got some of that too, but I don’t want to bring all of that stuff up here.  You know, I’ve been fighting this thing…I don’t live in that [inaudible]…I lived in a house for 50 years there on Riverside.  All these houses are getting water underneath their house on Riverside.  The Mayor was even out there on that; so he should know about it to.  I sent him a letter.  It don’t make no…I’m an old man and I can get out of this stuff, but them were my neighbors for 50 years and I’m going to fight for them.  I just brought everything up here that I thought I should do.  Today is safe; anybody can go down there.  Have the rest of you people been down that street?  

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Riverside Drive?

Don Mosby:  No, Fickas Road.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Yeah.

Don Mosby:  You see the ditches in there.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Yes, and I saw your pictures sir.  

Don Mosby:  Hey…a rail out there ain’t going to help none.  Them cars will still needs…they are going to fix the bridge down there.  They need to be done all at one time and we won’t have all this mess…tear your street up two or three times.  To me…I’ve been here since 2006 when I first started on this Fickas Road stuff…the ditch.  They told the man to send his money.  If he would buy the [inaudible]…they are one’s that dug the ditch out and made it cave in more.  There was no reason there; there ain’t nothing there now.  You going to say, “then why’d you blame them?”   They are the one that dug the ditch out and they told the man that if he’s buy the [inaudible]…they would put a [inaudible] then they changed their mind and said they couldn’t.  Then they went back down there on Vann Avenue…a couple of driveways.  I didn’t bring it up, so I’ll bring it up now.   Went down there on Vann Avenue put two people…and didn’t [inaudible].  They went out here on Mill Road by the church and did the whole thing.  To me it should be even…any neighborhood you can.  There’s another neighborhood that got tiles put in theirs.  Right their on Fickas on one side he’s got all of his whole yard tiled, but he did it himself.   This man offered to buy tile [inaudible]…they told him to do it and they sent his check back.  So that’s all…you know I’m old getting up here, but I’m fighting for them people before somebody gets killed.  One boy got killed farther down there by the Habitat House…hey.  Maybe he’s might have been doing something he was suppose to be doing, but the road wasn’t wide enough and he ran off into a ditch and hit that telephone pole.  Then he come back here and said man there is something wrong with him so…hey.  I didn’t know if he was drinking or not, but he got killed on the road.  This man and his wife was walking down there and she got ran off into the ditch.  That picture I showed you, we’ve got two or three blind people that walks down that street.  We’ve got these guys on these scooters riding up and down there.  One of them are going to get killed and it ain’t going to be on my heart because I’m trying to save somebody.
President Watts:  Anyone else tonight that has anything under miscellaneous business?  

Councilman Walker:  I will say this; I’ve been down there numerous times because Mr. Mosby asked me to go down there.  It is a dangerous area to drive in.  On the one side that I was on it didn’t have a foot of a shoulder before you went down into a six foot culvert.  It’s dangerous and it does need to be looked into.  I think it has been that way, and I know he’s been working on it longer than I want to remember because I’ve been hearing about it for the last 30 years.   I don’t know if we can do anything here or not, but I think something needs to be done with it through the city because it’s still in the city.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Re:
Ordinance G-2010-17



An ordinance amending 
Date:
July 12, 2010




Ordinance G-2009-30
Time: 
5:10 p.m. 




(Dave’s Taxi Service)
Notify: David Goldlbatt


FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
Resolution C-2010-14



A Resolution amending C-2010-5
Date:
July 12, 2010




Master Labor Agreement between
Time: 
5:15 p.m. 




the City and Chauffeurs, Teamsters,
Notify: George Fithian



and Helpers Local Union No. 215
Re:
Ordinance F-2010-7



An ordinance approving the

Date:
July 12, 2010




Sewer rates

Time: 
5:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Notify: Jim Garrard

Re:
City/County Joint Budget Hearings

(All members of City Council)
 
Date:
July 28, 2010





Time:
3:30 p.m.

Room:
301

Re:
City Budget Hearings



(All members of City Council)
Date:
August 9 – 12, 2010

Time:
3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Room: 307

Re:
CDBG/ESG/HOME



Agencies Presentation

Date:
September 8, 2010


Time:
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Room:
301

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice vote.  So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
_______________________
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