
    CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

August 23, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 23, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.
Absent:  McGinn
There being eight (8) members present and one (1) member absent and eight (8) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilwoman Bredhold.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the August 23, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Toral is the Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held August 9, 2010.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR AUGUST 20TH PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for August 23, 2010 meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes from August 9, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Monthly Weights and Measures Report.

*2011 Proposed Budget.

*Commission on Homelessness Report.

*Press Releases


-September Traveling City Hall


-Purple Aces to Face Indiana Hoosiers at New Downtown Arena


-2011 Budget Reflects Efficiencies and Savings


-New Evansville Arena Project Seeks Public Art Proposals

Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

Nothing Filed for First Reading
CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-19

      A.S.D.                                                    
         MOSBY

An Ordinance amending Section 2.165.190 of the Municipal Code regarding employee fringe benefits
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.S.D. COMMITTEE



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby:  Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance G-2010-19 and it is being held in committee until further notice.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
There will not be a City Council meeting next Monday, August 30, 2010, or Monday, September 6, 2010.  The next City Council meeting will be Monday, September 13, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  
President Watts:  Is there anything under Miscellaneous Business by council members?  Luzada, you are up.

Luzada Hayes:  I am Luzada Hayes, Executive Director of Aurora, Inc., and we also serve as resource coordinator for Destination Home which is a ten year plan to end homelessness in Evansville and Vanderburgh County.  Every year we try to come to the City Council and give you a progress report of the work that has been underway for this year.  In your packet you have a January through August 2010 report as well as the fifth year accomplishment report that was presented at our celebration in December of 2009.  I would like to call your attention to a couple of our projects that we’re excited about.  The plan is laid out in segments, so under the Closing the Front Door to Homelessness is the prevention segment.  We were very fortunate in October of last year to be awarded some stimulus money awarded through HUD for homeless prevention rapid re-housing.  We received some city money and with that we created some prevention services.  Since October 2009 we have prevented 64 households from becoming homeless with this funding.  We’ve also hired a coordinator, a homeless prevention coordinator that will work at a community level to assess the current efforts underway for homeless prevention.  The goal is to better coordinate what currently exists and identify gaps and barriers that currently exist and at a community level then create a system wide prevention service.  Currently the homeless prevention has developed a coalition and over 57 different individuals are serving on this coalition to try to improve services we currently have and develop new services that we don’t.  Along with this same stimulus money we received some state money and with this we decided to target individuals that already homeless and this is our rapid re-housing component.  Since October 2009 we have moved 60 households from homelessness into housing with this particular funding.  It allows us to pay some rental assistance as well as some utility costs.  Because it’s a HUD program, there are many guidelines that we have to go through to determine eligibility.  It’s not for everyone in the community. It is a very narrow population that this program is really designed for, but for those individuals it does move them out of homelessness faster and/or prevent homelessness from occurring.  We are very excited about that.  In addition, under Housing, which is Opening the Back Door to leave Homelessness, ECHO Housing has also obtained the majority of funding that is needed to construct 27 permanent supported housing units for homeless veterans with disabilities.  They have one more funding source to apply for, and I believe that will be submitted in September of this year and they are hoping to break ground before the end of the year.  We are very excited about that…it will be a new construction.  Bridges out of Poverty is one of our community collaborations that are going on.  To date we have trained or exposed over 1500 persons to the Bridges philosophy and basically that is a better understanding of the experience of poverty.  For those that make decisions about funding as well as some of our service providers we go through this screening so that we have a better understanding of that experience and are better able to help the clients that are moving through that process.  In addition to that Bridges has expanded.  There is also a component that will work directly with persons in poverty, and that is called Getting Ahead.  As folks graduate from the Getting Ahead program then they will have the opportunity to become Circles leaders.  The Evansville Christian Life Center is sponsoring the Getting Ahead and the Circles component. Perhaps you have heard a little bit about that program.  Again, it is an extension of the Bridges out of Poverty, addressing the whole issue of poverty at a comprehensive community level.  Under Public Awareness, to date we have 295 endorsements that have been signed by individuals, organizations and elected officials.  We held our second Annual Vanderburgh Homeless Connect.  In your packet there is a report on the second Annual Vanderburgh Homeless Connect held on March 30th this year.  We served 586 guests that day.  We had 84.5 percent of the guests responded that they received the services that they came for that day.  The volunteers as well as the vendors all strongly agreed that this type of service was very valuable, not only for them but to be able to serve clients in one day.   We had over 66 vendors.  I believe there were actually 90 vendors on site that day.  The third Annual Vanderburgh Homeless Connect will be March 16, 2011 at the Centre.  Also in your packet is a report on play space.  Play space is a community collaboration.  We have seven homeless family shelters that have set aside space within their shelter for a play space.  Play space is developmentally designed for homeless children zero to five.  We partnered with 4-C’s of Southern Indiana.  They are the experts on child development.  They came in and created the space, told us what toys we needed to purchase, and those seven sites have all been equipped.   4-C’s has taken on the task of hiring a volunteer coordinator, and this person goes out and recruits volunteers in the community, trains them, and then those volunteers come into the play spaces and play with the children at designated times.  Again, we know that the play is very constructive and it adds to the child’s developmental process.  In the report you see that parents, shelter staff, and volunteers have often surveyed and over 70 percent of the parents believe that play spaces has helped improve their child’s cognitive and social development.  They are able to see a difference in their children just from them having been in play spaces.  Also in your packet is what I call a matrix that outlines all of the Destination Home strategies and identifies the group or community collaboration that is responsible for that activity.  You also have a save the date. Eevery year we have an annual celebration, and this year it will be December 2nd.   It will be a luncheon.  We are very excited. Our keynote speaker this year will be William Monroe, and he is a lawyer with Barnes and Thornburgh out of Indianapolis.  He also serves on the board of the National Alliance to End Homelessness in Washington D.C.  He is going to share thoughts from a national perspective and see where we are locally.  We would like for you to get that on your calendar.  The location will be determined and then we will send out a formal invitation at a later date.  I think that is all and I will be happy to entertain any questions that you might have.

President Watts:  Are there any questions by members of council?  Thank you very much.

Luzada Hayes:  Thanks for your time.  We appreciate being able to come, and I picked a wonderful night, didn’t I.

President Watts:  Anything else under Miscellaneous Business?  Anyone in the audience have anything under Miscellaneous Business?  Seeing none.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Nothing scheduled at this time.




 
ASD COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Nothing scheduled at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE:



CHAIRMAN FRIEND

Re:
CDBG/ESG/HOME



Agencies Presentation

Date:
September 8, 2010



(All members of City Council)

Time:
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Room:
301

ADJOURNMENT

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice vote.  So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
_______________________


________________________

 President




Alberta Matlock, City Clerk 
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