
November 22, 2010

A.S.D. Committee Meeting

Resolution C-2010-18

(Followed by City Council Minutes)

Councilwoman Mosby:  I would now like to call the A. S. D. Committee to order regarding Resolution C-2010-18.  A declaratory resolution approving the Evansville Arts Redevelopment Area and amending the acquisition list and allocation area.

Tom Barnett:  Good evening it’s nice to be with you.  I’m Tom Barnett.   I’m the executive director of the Department of Metropolitan Development.  We are here before you tonight to approve the action that started with ERC that has been through Area Plan Commission.  It comes to you to approve the actions of Area Plan and then it goes back to the Redevelopment Commission for public hearing.  It’s regarding two pieces of our project that we are calling the Evansville Arts District.  It is the creation of Redevelopment area and the creation of the Tif District, our tax increment financing district.  What I’ve got for you tonight if you will bear with me, I have a power point that I would like to run through it fairly quickly but, I think it’s essential to establish what it is that we are doing.  These are pieces to a bigger puzzle and the need for it and maybe explain some of those pieces and then we are here to answer any questions.  I know that you have people that are waiting to speak, I think before and against however that works.  We have brought council for the action as well as our financial advisors to answer any specific questions that you all may have as we do this.  So, if you will bear with me I would like to go through this. So what we are talking about in general is trying to figure out how to redevelop not only downtown, but our near downtown neighborhoods.  We are going to go through it and see if that is a good idea and how we might want to do that.  This is a bit of a reality check.  We have about fifty-two thousand plus households in our community.  I’m estimating forty two thousand of those approximately are going to be single family homes or less than four unit apartments.  A Fourplex or less, especially in the inner core. Those near the downtown neighborhoods.  We are estimating that probably in total all of those structures within the City of Evansville, twenty percent of those homes are seriously dilapidated.  By that we mean that they need lots of work, it might be roofs, gutters, HVAC, foundations, doors, windows, what have you.  We are estimating someplace between $80,000 and $120,000 per unit.  That’s 84,000 units of seriously dilapidated housing.  I have some understanding of this because our property maintenance code enforcement is effectuated through my department.  We have ten inspectors that inspect throughout the city.  If you do the math 8,400 times somewhere between a 100 and 120 per unit, you are getting into a range of 800 million to over a billion dollars of infrastructure improvement as needed in our community.  Now, that’s a huge number and we need to figure out some way’s to begin making headway

on that.  I think everybody would agree with that.  I’m going to take you through a series of photographs.  Every one of these structures is within what we are calling the Art’s District down at Haynies Corner.        

These are recent photographs, some are still standing some are recently demolished.  I want you to pay attention to this one because I’m going to show you what it looked like in the past.  We have a historic image of this, but I’m going to just flow through these so you can start seeing some of the existing conditions we have in our actual Arts Redevelopment Area.  That’s just a handful.  I could bring you a hundred, two hundred, five hundred, a thousand more spread all over town.  We need to celebrate our accomplishments and the great things we have going on because we are a fantastic community.  But, at the same time we also need to be realistic and think about our issues and how to solve those so we can become even better.  That’s kind of where I come from.  We have great stuff, but let’s make it even better for us, for our citizens, and for our kids.  This is going to have a huge impact on us.  It affects tax base as these continue to decline and we have people living in these structures.  We had a home last winter that collapsed on top of a family and the only thing that saved this family from harm was the fact that it was a two story and they didn’t live in the upper story floor.  They knew it was in bad shape and they lived downstairs.  When the roof fell in they went downstairs and the ceiling kind of caught the roof and they were ok.  But, we may not be so lucky this winter.  These are some historic images of some of the homes that are in the area, or were in the area.  This is actually what the drugstore looked like on Haynie’s corner before it was destroyed by fire and then it was demolished.  This is a home on 411 Washington.  That’s what you saw up and down that whole corridor.  Some of the finest homes in the City of Evansville.  This is that home I asked you to take a look at, that first image.  This is what it used to look like before it fell into disrepair and a lack of reinvestment.  I’m trying to make the case for you that perhaps we have an issue and that we should pay attention and try to do some things to attract reinvestment back to the area.  When I say attract reinvestment we mean to attract the private sector market rate back in.  This is not

something that city government can do all by itself.  All we can do is maybe take a lead and try to get people to think about coming back and re-invest their money to make these neighborhoods into what they used to be.  Great, livable, workable, sustainable neighborhood.  What do we do about this?  We receive about four million dollars in federal grants each year and only a portion of that is dedicated to housing and all of that dedicated to housing is for low to moderate income families only.  While we spend a lot of money doing that and it’s a good thing, we have to figure out how to attract market rate re-investment.  That’s re-investment from people who do not need a government handout.  They can go live anywhere they want, but those are exactly the people we want to attract, some portion of them back to town to reinvest and make our community better.  To make it like it used to be.  We are not talking about new stuff here, we are talking about let’s go back to the past and make this like it used to be in the 30’s and 40’s and 50’s.  How do you do that?  These days throughout the country those cities that have a lot going on that are growing, that have national reputations as places that people are moving to and not moving out of, where the young people want to go to.  They have this concept that they want to pick a community to live in.  It’s not that they go for jobs they go there to live.  In my generation, I think in most of ours it was we figured out where we were going to get a job and that’s where we would go.  These day’s people pick a city because it’s a great place to be and they go live there.  Those are some of people you want.  They are your very own children who are moving who are moving out of town to go and be in cities that have more going on.  We have to figure out how to do a little bit more of that here in Evansville.  We have some great starts we have a wonderful community and fabulous folks.  But, we need to get a bit more going so we don’t lose our best and brightest.  And what attracts people to places? Well, these are a list that we have from a national study that was done.  People are looking for these kinds of things.  I’m not going to bore you with reading the list but when you look at it you can tell there is all kinds of different things.  But, it’s what people look for in a place that they want to be around and they want to live in.  So, we have a number of potential projects.  I’m going to blow through these and then we are going to get to the Art’s District.  We have the old Greyhound Bus Terminal we have lots of interest, lots of people talking to us.  Not sure what’s going to happen there but somebody will be stepping forward within the next couple of years and doing something with that.  A structure that we hope will be good for this community.  In the meantime we stabilize.  The loft program has turned out to be a great program for downtown, getting people to come back into the core.  It’s a well known fact out there that residential will drive retail and commercial reinvestment.  You have to have people before your going to get shops.  You will get shops and stores and you are going to get business going on.  You need people living in that area.  This was a great program that began to start that.  You can look at these numbers.  They have attracted quite a few employees.  I think we should try to do more.  It started out with seed money from the government and then the majority of the money came from the private sector who invested in these programs, in these properties.  We have a Greenway Trail that is being expanded as we speak.  Around the country these are the areas with increasing property value.  These are the areas that people want to be.  Healthier life style, all those things are going on these days, for a very good reason.  We figured out we need to exercise a bit more and eat a little bit more healthy in order to live longer and have a better quality of life.  It is all about quality of life.  We have the downtown Evansville Arena that is being built.  It’s already having an amazing impact on downtown.  We and some of our friends are getting lots and lots of inquires from people that are looking at starting new businesses, new shops.  This will help some of those near downtown neighborhoods.  We have the Alhambra Theater Project.  We are working with the Alhambra Theater Board trying to get that redeveloped this year.  This is in the heart of the arts district, right across the street from Haynies Corner.  We are doing a green alley project there to show that we can do some cutting edge green style improvements in the City of Evansville and it becomes a sort of market test, if you will, whether this technology will help us when we deal with our combined sewer issues.  You all know it is a huge issue and is going to be very expensive, so any way we can keep water out of the sewer is going to help us deal with that issue in the future.  That’s actually where it’s going, between Adams and Jefferson and between Second and where Parrett used to come through by the fountain to Putnum.  This is the Art’s District at Haynies corner.  The dark green is the front door pride area.  This is something in the area of fifty square blocks.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Before we open this up for public discussion I’ve had a couple of Council Members want me to ask, we have a lot of people that want to speak.  Could I just have a show of hands of people in the audience that are for this?  Ok.  Could I have a show of hands of people that are against?  Thank you.  We are going to open this up for public discussion.  We have a lot of people that want to speak this evening.  We are going to limit this to three minutes per person.  Please make sure your comments are new and not a reiteration of other comments.  If someone has actually already presented the material you were going to present if you don’t mind just not speaking?  We need to try and get everyone through.  Alberta, we are going to limit this to three minutes per person.  I know you have a list of people that would like to speak.

Clerk Matlock:  Yes we do.  We have quite a list here.  We also have a list of people that are giving their time so that Ms. Musgrave can speak.  She has fifteen minutes that people have given her.  If she wants to  go first that would be fine.

Cheryl Musgrave:  If council will indulge me while I get this power points presentation done.  

Councilwoman Mosby:  Could you please state your address for the record?

Cheryl Musgrave:  Certainly.  I’m Cheryl Musgrave and I live at 1216 S.E. First Street.  I would like to thank you Mr. President or should I say committee, and the Council Members for allowing me to speak here tonight.  I ask that all my testimony and my presentation and the testimony of others, particularly Mr. Barnett and his presentation be incorporated into the regular minutes of the City Council Meeting itself so that they may be published and available for everyone.  As I start out I was impressed by his presentation and would like you to know that I support and am rooting for him and everyone that supports.  I am behind those proposals.  What I disagree with is the approach that we take to solving this problem.  Let me go through my speech or otherwise I will start repeating myself.  I have lived in this neighborhood with my family for over twenty-six years.  In that time we have really made great progress.  A lot of homes that would have been destroyed have been saved and turned into gemstones.  Now, most of the  

homes in the Historic District have become show places.  This has helped nearby streets improve as well.  We see hope for other areas nearby where before there was none.  This was all accomplished without a redevelopment area or a TIF district.  There is a deeply distressed part of the area that needs help.  We should focus our energies on helping the people who need the help.  The plan before you tonight does not do this.  During the past year DMD Director Tom Barnett has deliberately created confusion and refused to give specifics on a plan that may or may not exist.  Part of the confusion is that he is taking two different concepts, the TIF District and the Redevelopment District area and saying that they are the same and that both are necessary now.  I say that they are not the same.  They are different and should receive different boundaries, timetables, and treatment if they are necessary at all.  The redevelopment area should go forward only in the area in need of redevelopment.  But, not in the area that is not in need of redevelopment.  The TIF District should be restricted to a much more than a TIF area and be postponed until you are presented with revenue projections together with a plan showing what commercial, industrial, or manufacturing business will be encouraged, where it will locate and metrics to measure it’s success.  Right now as it stands today, who would be able to say if Barnett’s plan has succeeded or failed as we go forward.  He presented no evidence tonight that either a TIF District or a Redevelopment District will cure the problems that he outlined in his presentation.  This being said I will urge you to consider an entirely different approach, one that focuses on less government, not more.  Lower taxes, not higher, and a family friendly policy of access to improve education.  My plan leaves you, the elected City Council in control and allows the private sector to drive the improvements we all wish to see.  So what I am here tonight is not a list of complaints, but a revue of  the situation and an alternative plan that the members of City Council can use to help the citizens of Evansville in what used to be and can be again, are most beautiful and prosperous neighborhood.  I do have a short presentation and I also will be available for questions.  I want to share some facts with you.  The area the he proposes to be in these joint TIF and Redevelopment District is 330 acres, 40 to 50 blocks, over a thousand properties and thousands upon thousands of people today, and many, many more in the future.  The proposed Redevelopment Area and tax increment finance district will last for at least twenty-five years it could even be less than thirty.   I wasn’t sure of the length of this one, and powerfully affect the tax structure and developments of this entire area.  This proposal takes in too large an area and should be sharply curtailed to the area that needs it.  The proposal goes in the wrong direction.  By increasing the role of government into the day to day activities of the residents, increasing taxation and not addressing the real problems that have led to this urban blight.  The house on the left is in the Historic District.  The house on the right, which is mine, is in Culver.  These houses and many of the houses around them in no way fit the definition adopted by the Redevelopment Commission as in need of redevelopment.  So why were they put into it?  That question has been asked and yet not answered yet to date.  The proposed redevelopment boundaries pay no attention to whether the properties within the area actually fit the definition of the statute.   These two houses are in the area that I’m going to call the distressed area.  One is boarded up and one was happily under demolition the other day.  Clearly as his slide also showed, there is much work to do to encourage new development in part of this area.  The questions are, what are the exact plans that the city has for the proposed redevelopment district?  Again, this plan has not been shared with you.  Are there other approaches that would be effective and not involve tax payer funds.  So, I move briefly to discuss the same four layers of regulation in government that you have heard so far.  Mr. Barnett say’s we need these four layers of regulation because the entire city, and I’m quoting here is a menace.  The entire area is a menace to the social and economic interest of the city.  Yes, our beautiful historic district has been found to be a menace to our social and economic interest.  The remaining two items on the next slide are not yet set as he says for hearing for any public body.  But, our part and parcel of this, and you should be aware of them as they come forward, because they all impose greater governmental control over private property in this area.  In the redevelopment area, it includes the powers of imminent domain.  Even today 

Mr. Barnett is quoted in the Courier and Press as he stated in January, “we have no intention of taking property through eminent domain”.  So, my question is, why have an acquisition list?  I asked him in January, why not waive your statutory rights in the charter documents with this district and do away with this right of eminent domain which Councilman McGinn rightly pointed out the purposes for which a government could exercise that power is much broader than the purposes you have right here today without it.  These two layers are not on the agenda for City Council tonight and when first proposed back early this year they were to affect the entire map area.  Since that time they have changed their boundaries many times and I have no idea where they are currently proposed to effect.  I think it is important though, and he says that the residents house were designed to review standards.  Who are these people?  They are no one that I know who lives in the neighborhood that I live in Culver.  In fact, many of us chose our homes outside the district, historic district, which has these standards in order to avoid those standards.  So, ask him.  I also want to ask you to advise DMD to notify all property owners in this design review and zoning overlay area and those two different sets of property owners through certified mail.  These proposals are being discussed and invite them to participate in advance of the hearing where they will be voted on.  Well in advance.  In other words now.  Long before any final hearing is taking place.  My neighbors have approached me and called me over the past few days.  Many of them knew nothing about even the first two proposals until they saw me television. Where do the arts come in, in the Art’s Redevelopment Proposal?  I submit to you that that term, the Arts have been applied to this area as a cloaking devise.  It really makes everybody feel good about the proposal if it’s for the arts.  Like something for the children, how can you argue for the Art’s?  But in fact, no plans either in the formal documents or in the presentation here tonight has been put forth that include artists or art galleries.  There are no plans in any detail to show what this proposal will accomplish, when it will accomplish it, how long it will take how we will measure success or anything.  Suggestions of government grants to artists have been made, but there is no definition of what constitutes it, an artist?  What the qualifications are to receive a grant or any incentives.  In fact, there are no details at all.  I have a list of galleries that have closed.  There will only be one left.  The effects of the proposed Redevelopment District, there are many effects.  I’m just going to touch upon a few.  It expands and shifts the power away from you, the elected members of City Council and gives it to the appointed members of the Redevelopment Commission.  It expands the scope of appointee’s to spend tax dollars.  I’m opposed to that.  It does allow an imminent domain process and I suggest that you need to nail down that imminent domain process.  My friends and experts have told me that the process is different than the process you heard outlined here tonight.  I suggest you ask more complete questions.  The designation of every redevelopment area does allow the government to buy property and do projects for purposes that otherwise it would not be allowed to do.  The definition of a public purpose is broadened.  You can use, or the Redevelopment Commission can use the tax revenue in more flexible ways and purchase property for purposes beyond building parks and roads and such.  In the acquisition list, the list of properties that the government would like to buy can be changed at any time.  The establishment of the Redevelopment Area creates the ability to have an acquisition list.  If he never intends to us the power of eminent domain there is no reason to create an acquisition list.  Specifically reject that in the corporation documents for this, being on an acquisition list places a cloud on your property.  For example, when you go to the bank and ask them for a loan to remodel it, they will note that you are on an acquisition list and they will wonder whether they should give you any money for that knowing that your property may be seized by the government at anytime and taken away from you.  The constant threat of government intervention into the marketplace for property places a chill on the other possible uses and development of that property and neighboring properties.  It puts pressure on property tax rates.  If this is a twenty-five year proposal it takes any new commercial, industrial and manufacturing tax monies out of the general fund, puts it in this TIF until the year 2035 or 2040, depending on how long this lasts.  That means that no new assessment increment is there to keep the tax rate down, so it pushes the tax rate up.  It does promote the adoption of the TIF, does promote the development of commercial and industrial manufacturing because that’s the property that pays into the TIF.  If you want any money to do these great projects that he was talking about, you have to have the commercial manufacturing or industrial development to give you those funds.  So you will be looking for ways to promote that development so that you will have more funds.  So what’s the big secret?  I’ve talked to you about the unanswered questions tonight.  There was absolutely zero information available on the Internet until I brought that point up on Thursday night and then suddenly the plan appeared, the draft plan was posted on Friday.  There are still no information about how the tax dollars will be spent, how much will be spent, and when it will be spent.  In my efforts to learn more about this project I submitted an open door records request in August and September.  When that records request went unfulfilled, I asked the State to intervene.  After thirty days the State did send them a request.  Seven days later they still had not received the response from the city and they issued a citation showing that the city has violated the open records law.  At the Area Plan Hearing I asked to meet with Mr. Barnett and his counsel.  Mr. Barnett flatly refused to meet with me and absolutely refused to allow me to meet with his counsel.  What’s the big secret, why can’t we have more public information?  Why can’t the minutes of all these…how many…lets look over this.  There are seventeen meetings, forty meetings, seven meetings, I think he said well over a hundred public meetings!  Not one of those public meetings was posted on the website in advance of them taking place so that you would know that there was going to be a meeting so that you could go to it?  There are no agendas of any of these meetings.  No minutes, no record of what took place at those meetings.  How many people were there?  What they said?  Who did what?  Who was invited to these meetings?  I know that I attended three meetings that were by invitation only.  I know because I had to ask for an invitation.  I had to clear the other people who were to come with me.  Why that?  How were these meetings announced?  The real public meetings were announced by legal ads.  The legal ads are read by very few people and they don’t reach people who don’t have a newspaper and they don’t reach property owners who don’t live here and don’t get the newspaper.  So, why weren’t the meeting notices and agendas posted online.  Were they really public meetings?  Was there open discussion?  Was discussion encouraged?  I went to one meeting where a young man was attacked for speaking his mind and asked if he was an expert.  That shut him done immediately.  This sort of treatment was routine at these meetings to the point that you would not speak up for fear of being lashed out by the director or asked not to make those comments.  How were these decisions, at these meetings that you said were publicly supported?  What were the votes that were taken?  Where is the record of those actions?  I certainly suggest that you find out the answers to these questions before you proceed.  So, I’ve told you that in this neighborhood we have had a lot of success.  Clearly, we could have more.  What’s already working? Finally within the past couple of years there has been aggressive code enforcement.  Perhaps if we had had aggressive code enforcement earlier we would not have arrived at the state that we are in now.  The demolition of unsafe structures is a very welcome feature.  Please increase the funding for that.  I know that at least one house three doors down from me where the neighbors are begging for it to be demolished yet to be told that there is no funding for this property to be demolished.  So, if you can increase funding for something, do that.  What’s the rest of the solution?  I have four more sides and I guarantee you want to hear this.  Moving in the opposite direction, this proposal is based on increased government control and spending.  I want to tell you to go with the private sector.  Lower taxes, property tax abatement, use that.  It’s already used for residential construction with the Habitat homes.  We have talked about innovation, have an county option income tax free zone.  Call it an empowerment zone.  Rid that geographic area of that one per cent income tax.  I guarantee you, you won’t be able to find enough land to accommodate the people who suddenly want to move there.  My suggestion is to renovate the distressed area, not the Historic area.  Have the government waive the building permit fees.  Have a front of the line policy for site review and inspections.  Waive the Area Plan filing fee for the limited area around Haynies’ Corner where they want mixed commercial and residential use.  Rezone the whole thing now and protect the residential character of the rest of the neighborhood.  This is the elephant in a room but nobody ever discusses when we are discussing inner city determination and blight.  Give improved education.  In this case you can subsidize transportation, I’m talking about the distressed area, to public schools which actually achieve adequate U of E progress standards set forth by the state.  None of the schools that serve the distressed area have achieved this at all.  That is the key reason why no one wants to live there.  The schools aren’t very good, in fact they are among the worst in the community.  And support state school funding formula change, so that funding follows the child.  Allow the parents to choose the educational institution and allow them to go there with the tax money that they are already spending.  That’s the end of my presentation.  I appreciate your indulgence to allow me to get through it.                  

Councilman Adams:  Ms. Musgrave, I find, and I want to do this publicly, I find that I owe you an apology.  You and I talked on the phone earlier this week and we were jumping back and forth about this particular thing.  The Arts District.  But we were also talking about Resolution C-2010-20 which was Redevelopment District Bond.  The two million dollar bonds that were backed by property taxes.  I apologize.  I had my mouth operated on a couple of weeks ago and I was kind of slush mouthed.  But the bottom line is I was referring, when I said I was not going to support…..that was that two million dollar bond.

Cheryl Musgrave:  I wondered about that because you had been at all of the other hearings supporting.

Councilman Adams:  I’ve studied this a lot.  I just wanted to let you know and clear up that ambiguity and do we need a formal motion to withdraw that Resolution?

Councilman John:  We’ve been given a list of properties that are on the acquisition list and I think originally it included every piece of property in the area if I’m not mistaken.  We have been giving a revised one that excludes a good portion of those and when I have been at review, this is probably more for you Tom than for Cheryl.  Of the ones that are listed, I only found four that were not owned either by Evansville Brownfield Corp. or the City of Evansville.

Tom Barnett:  I think that’s probably about right.  The majority of the properties aren’t in the acquisition list are properties that are either controlled by Brownfield Corp. or in some cases they may even be the city.  We put it on the list so it would make it a simple process to transfer that over to ERC assuming that all this happens.

Councilman John:  Cheryl, I guess this would be for you.  When you were on the County Commission, I think you were involved with the 41 Corridor TIF District, the University Parkway TIF District and the North Green River TIF District.  Is there any difference in the way the tax consequences are with those districts than they are with this one?

Cheryl Musgrave:  Several remarkable differences between those and the currant proposed one.  Most glaringly is the inclusion of residential areas in this district.  In those districts if there was even a single house that was nearby, the house and residences were cut out of the TIF District.  The idea of the TIF District is to promote commercial, manufacturing and industrial.

Councilman John:  I’m just talking about the tax consequences.  Didn’t it have the upper pressure as well?  The new taxes collected would not go to reduce the existing tax collections.

Cheryl Musgrave:  The projects that the TIF districts, those TIF Districts fund were enumerated and planned in advance.  Let’s talk about the Burkhardt TIF.  Right now those funds are building two miles of Green River Road to be a four lane road.  Public structures that we can all enjoy and all had agreed earlier that were needed.  They were on the Master Plan List for a long time.  You have not been told here tonight what the projects are that the TIF will fund.  Nor how they will affect our whole community.

Councilman John:  I don’t think we have in specificity, but there is a list of things that you are allowed to do and I think Tom touched on them.  Replacement of sidewalks which would be for the benefit of the entire neighborhood, street curbing, sewer system, street lighting another infrastructure improvements.  But it’s similar to what we are doing for a TIF district except, we are building new there to attract industry and business as I understand it.  And create jobs, that’s fine.  This is a little different in that we are trying to take a dilapidated neighborhood and bring it up to standards that will attract some of the same things that we are trying to do with the other TIF Districts.

Cheryl Musgrave:  It’s really hard to determine what you are planning to do here because as you pointed out there is a simple recitation of the statute.  You can’t bring a residential neighborhood up to par for a residential neighborhood through promoting the commercial, manufacturing and industrial buildings that the TIF proposes.

Councilman John:  It is my understanding that the Majestic project out by the university, when it was being proposed that the TIF money is going to be used for that particular project.  There is no way that that could have been anticipated when the Parkway TIF District was created.

Cheryl Musgrave:  I was a participant in Majestic but I don’t understand how revenue, of which there is none in that…….

Councilman John:  There is none right now.

Cheryl Musgrave:  I understand Majestic took a lot of revenue, but not having known, I can’t speak to that.

Councilman John:  Ok, thank you.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Any questions from Council Members?  Thank you.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would like to make sort of a general statement in response to the statement the neighbors and the artists and the people that were involved in this process from the very beginning because I feel a lot of people that I recognize from a lot of public meetings several years ago before Mr. Barnett arrived in town and at the time Councilman Keith Jarboe went to all of those public meetings and meetings were held as they have continued to be held to have brainstorming sessions from lots of different people, to discuss the parameters of the Art’s District when it was designated.  Also, Mr. Barnett, I’ve always been very impressed with your patience and responding to the same questions over and over again when I’ve attended those meetings.

Councilwoman Mosby:  Any other questions from Council Members?  City Clerk Alberta Matlock, who is next to speak?  I would like to reiterate three minutes, please.  

      CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

November 22, 2010
The Honorable Council of the City of Evansville met on regular session at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 22, 2010 in the City Council Chambers, Room 301 Civic Center Complex, Evansville, Indiana, with President B.J. Watts presiding. The following business was conducted.

These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript. Audiotapes of this meeting are on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

ROLL CALL:

Present:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

There being nine (9) members present and zero (0) members absent and nine (9) members representing a quorum, I hereby declare this session of the Common Council officially open.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

This evening the pledge of allegiance was led by Councilman John Friend.
Fellow Councilmen and those in the audience, welcome to the November 22, 2010 meeting of the Common Council.

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL

COUNCIL ATTORNEY

John Hamilton is City Council Attorney this evening.

SERGEANT AT ARMS

This evening Officer Loesch is Sergeant at Arms. 

READING AND AMENDMENT OF MINUTES

Is there a motion to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2010 meeting of the Common Council as written? 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held November 8, 2010.  
Voice vote.  So ordered.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN YOUR NOVEMBER 19th PACKET:

*City Council Agenda for November 22, 2010 meeting.

*Committee Meeting Schedule.

*Minutes of the November 8, 2010 City Council Meeting.

*Vacation Study Reports and return receipts for Ordinance G-2010-23.

*Ordinance F-2010-17.

*Resolutions C-2010-21 and C-2010-22.

*Weights & Measures Monthly Report.

*Financial Report for September 2010.

ON YOUR DESK THIS EVENING:

*A request to withdraw Resolution C-2010-20.

*Amended Agenda for City Council meeting 11/22/10.

*Amended Committee Meeting Schedule for 11/22/10.

*Notice of Traveling City Hall, Monday, November 29, 2010.
Councilman John moved and Councilwoman Mosby seconded the motion to receive, file and make these reports and communications a part of the minutes of the meeting. 
Voice vote.  So ordered. 
CONSENT AGENDA

FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE F-2010-17

FINANCE
                                            
        FRIEND

An Ordinance of the Common Council of the City of Evansville authorizing transfer, 

re-appropriations and additional appropriations of funds within a city department (DMD)
RESOLUTION C-2010-21

FINANCE                                                 
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville ratifying, confirming, authorizing and approving an agreement between the City of Evansville and the Transit Workers Union of Evansville, January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010.
Councilman Friend moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as written.  Voice vote.  So ordered.

CONSENT AGENDA

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

ORDINANCE G-2010-23

PUBLIC WORKS


        
        ADAMS

An ordinance to vacate certain public ways or public places within the City of Evansville, Indiana, commonly known as the alley between Walnut Street and Locust Street, in Donation Enlargement

RESOLUTION C-2010-17

FINANCE


                               FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville confirming the declaration of an economic revitalization area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of property located at 2000 N. Seventh Avenue (Cedar Trace Apartments III, L.P. c/o Pioneer Development Services, Inc.) 

RESOLUTION C-2010-18

A.S.D.


                                
        MOSBY

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana approving a declaratory resolution declaring the Evansville Arts Redevelopment Area and resolution amending the acquisition list of the declaratory resolution for the Evansville Arts Redevelopment Area Project and Allocation Area

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:


CHAIRMAN ADAMS

Councilman Adams:  Mr. President, your Public Works Committee met this evening to hear Ordinance G-2010-23 and it has been continued until January 24, 2011 at 5:10 p.m.
A.S.D. COMMITTEE:



CHAIRWOMAN MOSBY

Councilwoman Mosby: Mr. President, your A.S.D. Committee met this evening to hear Resolution C-2010-18 and it comes forward with a do-pass recommendation.
FINANCE COMMITTEE



CHAIRMAN FRIEND
Councilman Friend:  Mr. President, your Finance Committee met this evening to hear Resolutions C-2010-17 and it comes forward with a (do pass/do not pass) recommendation.  Resolution C-2010-20 has been withdrawn.

Councilman John moved and Councilman Friend seconded the motion to adopt the committee reports and move these Resolutions to Third Reading.  Voice vote.  So ordered. 
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2010-17

FINANCE


                   
        FRIEND

A Resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville confirming the declaration of an economic revitalization area for property tax phase-in for redevelopment and/or rehabilitation of property located at 2000 N. Seventh Avenue (Cedar Trace Apartments III, L.P. c/o Pioneer Development Services, Inc.) 

Councilwoman Mosby moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adopt 
Resolution C-2010-17 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, Walker, and Watts.

There being nine (9) ayes and zero (0) nays Resolution C-2010-17 is hereby declared adopted.
REGULAR AGENDA

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCES OR RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION C-2010-18

A.S.D.


                                
        MOSBY

A resolution of the Common Council of the City of Evansville, Indiana approving a declaratory resolution declaring the Evansville Arts Redevelopment Area and resolution amending the acquisition list of the declaratory resolution for the Evansville Arts Redevelopment Area Project and Allocation Area

Councilman Friend moved and Councilwoman Robinson seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2010-18 and call the roll.

ROLL CALL

McGinn:  I would like to speak a little bit here on this.  I voted no and I will vote no and want to tell you why.  First of all, the project itself to revitalize Haynie’s Corner and all that area, I mean I really am in favor of that.  When I was Zoo Director I probably spoke fifty times to various Rotary’s and various Breakfast Clubs about the need to utilize and re-circulate and recycle our downtown resources.  I believe cities become great and viable when they rebuild their downtown.  With that said, I really don’t like the tools that we are given with.  I find the entire process with the TIF district and redevelopment areas intellectually dishonest.  We have declared by proving this that the Historic District downtown is an area in need of revitalization.  We’re saying that those homes can’t be fixed up.  We’re saying that Penny Lane should be torn down basically.  We have to denigrate the entire area in order to do these things, and I don’t like doing that.  But that is the tool that we are given.  If there was road that we could waive these rights, not give government the right to condemn viable buildings, I would vote for this.  And everyone says it’s almost impossible to take a property by eminent domain, and the only word in that phrase is “almost”.  And for that reason, even though I want the downtown to be revitalized and Haynie’s Corner to be revitalized, until there is a change at the State level in this law, I vote no.
Robinson:  I’m glad that we’re pro-active and trying to do something in that area, and therefore, I vote aye.

Friend:  I know there is no perfect thing in anything we do, but this would just be like kicking the can down the highway if we just did nothing, so with that, I vote aye.

Adams:  I also respect my colleague’s reticence and I think eminent domain has to be kept like a genie in a bottle.  Certainly the Supreme Court of the United States has been trying very hard to modify that.  I think if something isn’t done with this area, right now it isn’t really producing much in the way of taxes, but again I would like to reiterate this is not residential.  The increment of increase of the residential would not be doing that.  The overlay zoning concept to me is one of the most innovative, libertarian methods of allowing the people of a village to decide how they will have them grow.  I think that is a very exciting concept.  I don’t think it is government involvement at all.  I think it is incredibly, as I said libertarian.  I think if we don’t do something like, we are going to end up with a mini Detroit, and so I very much vote aye.
Walker:  I’m going to reiterate what Dr. Adams said.  Really, I don’t like taking the rights away from anybody for eminent domain.  I don’t like it and I’ll never vote for it.  I vote no.
Watts:  Well, I’m for this project and I’m going to vote for this project.  I think that when you look at a situation, the easy thing to do is just go “there is nothing we can do about it”, and think and I commend Tom Barnett and the hundreds and hundreds of people that have been involved in this process for eight or nine years now, especially that live there.  You are creating your own place here.  That’s what we want to see.  Anything that this body can do to help you do that, I am certainly in favor of.  Mr. Walker talked about while ago, this isn’t the only area in the city that needs help.  I drive to work through ten or fifteen neighborhoods that could use this same situation.  What I hope is that this is so successful that you have neighbors coming in here begging you saying please do this again and help us get our things fixed.   With that I vote aye.

Ayes:  Mosby, Bredhold, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, and Watts.

Nays:
McGinn, Walker
There being seven (7) ayes and two (2) nays, Resolution C-2010-18 is hereby declared adopted.

RESOLUTION DOCKET

RESOLUTION C-2010-22             COUNCIL AS A WHOLE    (McGINN, ADAMS)
A Resolution regarding Downtown Hotel and Arena Parking Before Ballfields
RESOLUTION C-2010- 22                                       SPONSORED BY McGinn. Adams                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                   DOWNTOWN  HOTEL AND  ARENA  PARKING BEFORE BALLFIELDS

Whereas: the City of Evansville is currently engaged in a major building project, a multipurpose facility hereinafter referred to as the Arena, and

Whereas: It is of the utmost importance, to insure the success of the Arena, and to insure the success of a County owned and operated facility known as the Centre, that a hotel and parking facilities be built in conjunction with the Arena, and

Whereas: The Evansville Visitors and Convention Bureau has available to it, as a method to promote tourism, the ability to utilize certain monies raised by an Innkeepers tax, and

Whereas: The Evansville Visitors and Convention Bureau desires to utilize said tax source to build certain facilities, to wit, baseball and softball diamonds and related facilities, and,

Whereas: the Visitors and Convention Bureau has also advanced a plan to utilize a portion of the aforementioned Innkeeper's tax to demolish a City of Evansville facility known a s Roberts Stadium, and

Whereas: the Common Council of the City of Evansville believes it is more important to the success of the area that the aforementioned hotel and related parking facilities be built utilizing available funds, including the Innkeepers tax, and  that the completion of the hotel should take precedence over the aforementioned baseball and softball project and demolition of Roberts Stadium, and

Whereas: It is the desire of the Common Council of the City of Evansville to encourage all governmental agencies within the County of Vanderburgh and the City of Evansville to delay any plans to utilize any portion the Innkeepers tax for any project until completion of the hotel and parking facilities needed to insure the success of the Arena and the Centre, and

Whereas: the Common Council of the City of Evansville believes that a better use of the Innkeepers tax would be to utilize it, if needed, to complete the aforesaid hotel and parking facility.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, the Common Council of the City of Evansville respectfully asks all governmental agencies and officials within the City of Evansville and within the County of Vanderburgh, including  but not limited to The Vanderburgh County Commissioners, the Vanderburgh County Council, the Evansville Visitors and Convention Bureau, the Board of Parks Commissioners and all other agencies and officials to place a moratorium on the use of any Innkeepers tax for any project within the County of Vanderburgh until such time as the plans and financing arrangements for a  hotel and parking facilities are completed and to utilize said funds, if needed, to complete the hotel and parking facilities so as to insure the success of the Arena project and  the subsequent success of the Centre.

President Watts:  I have a few members in the audience that would like to speak on a couple of issues.  I’m presuming it has to do with this resolution.  So, I’m going to let these folks speak and then if there are any comments by members of council, we will do that.  Mr. Sherman Stevens.
Sherman Stevens:  My name is Sherman Stevens.  I live at 1243 E. Illinois Street here in Evansville.  Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen of the City Council, what I want to discuss today is innkeeper’s tax.  That’s what it is all about.  The majority of the innkeeper’s tax, you know what it is, I don’t have to tell you, it’s in the papers, collected over the next twenty years.  Now I probably won’t be alive at that time, but again, we’re talking about our children and grandchildren now, we’re talking about a project that has been pushed so fast it’s pathetic.  You know, we’re talking about a park they are going to take away, Wesselman Park.  Now as you gentlemen or ladies know it has a terrific history.  It’s fantastic.  No park has a history like Wesselman Park has.  It goes back to the pioneer days.  They have a McAlister Cemetery out there by the Par 3 golf course.  As you make the turn at the Nature Preserve, that the pioneers are buried there.  The tombstones are gone now because the city took them up at one time.  But, I can tell you that they were there.  There are people buried out there that are our history.  Now, they want to put ball diamonds in our park.  The have soccer fields right next to the Nature Reserve.  That’s not a good idea either but again, we can’t do anything about that.  We are talking about our park.  We have three ball diamonds out there that’s being used.  We have a playground, basketball court, handball court and a volleyball court.  It’s a family park and these facilities are being used.  They want to tear three ball diamonds down and put four in its place.  Also, the way that I understand it now, they are not going to rebuild the basketball court or the handball court.  They say that they are not being used.  That’s a bunch of bull!  I was out there the other day and that handball court was used, alright?  There were people out there using the handball court and in the summer they are out there using it.  I don’t know if any of you guy’s and ladies go out there to Wesselman Park, but in the summer it is packed.  Also the public park should have no chains around the gates and things like that.  It should be open to the public at all times.  Some of these ball diamonds out there, that hard ball diamond for example, the Babe Ruth, it’s got chains and locks on it.  You can’t get in there.  That’s not right.  It should be for the public. It should be open at all times.  That’s what we are for, a public park.  We don’t have many left, if this park is gone.  I don’t care what Mr. Dunn says.  With the construction of it, it’s the park then, not Wesselman Park.  It’s already renamed, alright?  So think about it, alright?  Once it’s gone it’s gone.  They are going to put four ball diamonds there.  Then they are talking about Roberts Stadium.  For some reason they want it torn down.  Think about this.  Why can’t Roberts Stadium and Arena work hand and hand with SMG.  Both of them support each other.  Now, the Shrine Circus, I don’t think they will want to come down to the arena.  There are no facilities like Roberts Stadium.  The elephants and things like that come in the back.  Each one has a purpose.  The Jehovah Witness’s are another one.  Roberts Stadium is packed when they come in.  They spend money.  If the arena was completed and also Roberts Stadium, they can work hand and hand.  They don’t have to compete.  They could have certain shows there when the Arena is completed and booked, then Roberts Stadium can have shows.  They can have charity basketball games at Roberts Stadium if they want.  All of the proceeds will go to the Parks Department.  Things like this could work out.  It’s been done before.  Roberts Stadium is too nice a facility to be torn down.  I don’t care what anybody says.  It has the central location and the parking and also it is good for disaster control, a central location.  Think about this, heaven forbid it would happen, if we get a disaster, a bad one, we are in a valley, if it gets down here and it hits bad, everyone knows where Roberts Stadium is.  They have plenty of space in there.  They practice demonstrations down there for it.  You have the arena down here in a central location for the downtown.  They should have one on the west side.  You have to be prepared for things like this.  Again, Roberts Stadium is sitting there, it’s close to the Red Cross Building but they are not thinking about things like that.  I think it’s wrong for all of this money to go to just one project.  I think it leaves very little money for the other parks in Evansville.  We have quite a few of them.  Sunset, Burdette, if you tie all of this money up for twenty years, then the other parks need maintenance too! Bosse High School wants a ball diamond.  They have a ball diamond at Wesselman Park, I’ve seen it.  It needs a lot of work done on it, but Bosse High School could have this ball diamond.  They could use it there if they want.  They have the money, let them work on it.  As I said, they have one that is not being used.  We are talking about a family park.  You guy’s have got a lot of power.  You could stop this thing or hold it back.  It’s up to you.  I don’t think that we are asking for too much.  Thank you.
President Watts:  Sherman, if I could…..  What we have is a resolution……….  

Sherman Stevens: We are just saying to slow it down, that’s all we are saying.

President Watts:  But, I’m saying the project that you are speaking of……I would encourage you to take it to the County Council.

 Sherman Stevens:  You guy’s could talk to them too.  But, you talk to each other and that is what we need.  We don’t have the power that you have.  You can talk to people like that.  We just want this thing stopped, that’s all.  We want our park and I don’t think that’s too much to ask. 

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I would like to clarify about the circus.  The circus does plan to use the new arena.  I read in the paper that they are going to build an elephant walk next week.  

Sherman Stevens:  They could use it there and Robert’s Stadium too as far as that goes.  They could work side by side.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  I thought I should clarify that because I had heard it said before.

Sherman Stevens: I know elephants are big animals alright.  You better have some room for them.
Jacob Pendleton:  Jacob Pendleton, 717 S. Lombard.  I’m coming to you as a citizen today but also as the President of the Evansville Hotel Association.  Thank you very much for taking on the task of this resolution.  I have a couple of oppositions with it, first and foremost Roberts Stadium.  I would have a hard time saying that we would need a hotel next to the arena downtown.  We don’t have one at Roberts Stadium now, so we are not gaining anything.  The amount of convention business in town for instance I got a little information from the CVB today.  We have about three to five events a year that have anything to do with a sell-out event for the entire city.  I have the list with me but, what I’m trying to bring to your attention is a hotel next to the arena will not survive on five events.  It’s not going to happen.  The second half of it is, it’s not a convention hotel.  You want 220 rooms.  What convention have you ever been to with 220 rooms.  I bring up some points to you that maybe we are not thinking about.  The other thing that I wanted to let you guy’s know is Destination Evansville along with the CVB has spent six years investigating the right place to put our money.  This is 1.5 % of the innkeepers’ tax.  Excuse me, I got that wrong.  It’s about a million and a half a year that has to be devoted to capital campaigns.  There again I look at this as an innkeeper.  I am levied with this tax.  I’ve got to pay it.  I don’t have any choice not to.  I don’t vote to put my money towards a parking center or a hotel who could be my competitor.  That’s asking someone else to give you money to put towards someone that’s in business against you.  I just think about those things when I sit down and look at this and it doesn’t make any sense to me. As a concerned business person in the community as well as someone that is really trying to do the best thing that we know how to do with our money.  I do have a resolution that we put in place.  I would be happy to pass it out.  Thank you so much for your time.
Councilman McGinn:  Are you a member of the Evansville Visitors Convention now?
Jacob Pendleton:  We are a part of them because of being in the hotel business.

Councilwoman Robinson:  What hotel do you have?

Jacob Pendleton:  I manage the Holiday Express and the Comfort Inn both on the east side of Evansville.

Councilman Adams:  It appears to me sir, the impression that I have that without a hotel acting as a liaison between the Centre and the arena that large conventions really won’t come here.  The 200 - 250 isn’t adequate to cover conventions so that your motel and others will be able to take over the rest of the people that are here.  What I’m hearing very, very, loudly is that people don’t want this money spent now.  I don’t need the applause.  I’m getting calls up the wahzoo…….
Jacob Pendleton:  There again, I’m not asking that we not spend the money now.  That’s the other part.  I’m just asking that we look at why we are spending the money?  A parking center and a hotel that competes with money that we give into.  That fund doesn’t quite make sense to me to fund my competitor.

Councilman Adams:  But it doesn’t make sense to me to have this thing sort of hanging, with two separate things hanging out there and the space there will not allow you to…..actually I think you guy’s will make out better.  There will be overflow and frankly if I had my druthers with Roberts Stadium I would make it into a public-private EVSC all year round swimming pool where we could have meets and have a whole bunch of things.  But, nobody wants to talk about the other options.  We have got this shoved down our throat.  This concept  of tearing it down and it’s a nice thing, it gets rid of the carbon monoxide and the heat radiation, but it’s serving a sport that is dying.  I think in terms of value, softball.  What I’m looking for is value for the citizens of Evansville.  We don’t have to do anything for this for a whole year.  I think we should help the most people with the best value in terms of what we do with this building.  It’s an icon.  There is no reason why we can’t fill it in.  We can’t stop the pumps because it will fill up with water.  A ten lane one hundred meter competitive Olympic pool which was well discussed with the aquatics task force a number of years ago and a three meter diving pool, water for the elderly to come in and do aqua therapy, have lots of concessions and maybe a water park at the end of it?  Yes, it’s going to cost a lot of money, but right now EVSC is making out like a bandit by paying eight bucks a lane per day.  As I understand, there are two counties in Indiana that don’t have pools, and we are one of them.

Jacob Pendleton:  The only question that I would come back to you with it is, all this has been discussed with the Arena Steering Committee for instance.  All of these things have been in discussion through the past year or two of what we are going to do.  I don’t disagree with what you are saying.  The problem is that all of this has been discussed.  All of this has gone before someone in our community before and this is where they led us.

Councilman Adams:  I went to the meeting.  Nobody asked my opinion.  All I was able to talk about was to make sure that they have enough parking when they have their soccer play off.  I didn’t see any consensus, I didn’t see any other options being discussed, I didn’t see what it would cost.  All I heard was “We are going to do it this way”.  So please don’t tell me that there were all these meetings that everybody got a lot of stuff.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Mr. Pendleton, you referred to a study that your organization did over a pretty lengthy period.  You didn’t just pull these ideas for this softball complexes out of nowhere.   They were chosen because you hired a consultant.  You said that this was the most profitable option for those dollars.   

Jacob Pendleton:  Actually it wasn’t Evansville Hotel Association.  It was Destination Evansville and CVB.  The Convention Business Bureau did all of that work over the past six years.

Councilman John:  One comment.  It’s not that it’s a bad project.  I think that the timing is horrible and it really kinds of burns me every time I hear someone that runs a hotel-motel talk about the tax that is collected is being like it’s an entitlement to you.  That’s being collected to give the Convention Bureau to create activity.  What better use than to build a hotel next to our Convention Center and Arena than using some of that to entice somebody here to do something that we have to get done.  It’s important that we get it done and I think that maybe some of your direction should be looking at what this embodies, this Resolution.

President Watts:  Any other questions from members of council?
Councilman McGinn:  Mr. Pendleton, first of all, as a hotel owner I can understand your interest.  You’re a businessman.  I think whoever said that overflow makes a lot of sense depending on the size of the cow, but the other thing, again I want you to know because you kind of got snapped at by various people and we try not to do that, but it has a been a long evening.  None of us have received a plan.  How are we going to come up with $300,000 to take care of these fields.  That’s still so far up in the air that I honestly believe that a little time is really of great benefit to everyone in discussing this project.  I mean it’s going to cost $300,000 a year to maintain those fields and that’s a number that I read that David Dunn gave.  Again, where’s that money coming from.  So there’s a lot to think about.


Councilman John:  You might like this.  Some of us went to the Indiana Association of Cities and Towns this year and there is a Courtyard by the Marriot attached to their convention facility.  But, we couldn’t get in there.  So we did go out to the outskirts of the city and commuted back and forth and I think that the same thing will happen here in the event that we get someone who will put in a 220 room building.

Jacob Pendleton:  We agree to disagree on the fact that I don’t want to fund my competitor.  I understand where you are coming from.

Rita Bauer:  My name is Rita Bauer.  I also am a member of the hotel association.  My family actually owns two businesses.  I sent out e-mails because we found out about Mr. Adams and Mr. Mc Ginn’s resolution, so a lot of the other hotel GMs were not able to make it, but I have emails that I can forward to you if you would like, but the Hampton Inn, John Jersowski, he opposes this resolution that Mr. Adams and Mr. Mc Ginn have proposed.  I do.  I am with the Baymont.  Greg Gee is the GM of the Fairfield Inn and he opposes this.  Alexa and Kevin Stohl with the Holiday Inn Conference Center opposes this.  Preti Patel with the Comfort Inn opposes this.  I can give you a list of e-mails that I would be happy to forward to you.  Once again, I know there is two pieces to this proposal.  I really want to talk about please do not use our innkeeper tax to fund a competitor of ours.  We really are struggling.  I know you might think that…we had about five or six conventions that actually sold the hotel when the Executive Inn was there and we had about five conventions throughout the entire year that overflowed to Evansville, to the rest of the City.  We are actually funding, I don’t know if anybody knows this, helping support the Centre.  We don’t really want to do that because the Centre is not bringing up any money.  I know the Centre is helping with conventions and other items in the community so we are willing to help fund it.  So we don’t have a problem with that, but I don’t know how to explain, if anybody in here owns a business, would you really want to use your tax money to open up a competitor.  It’s like asking Walmart to use their taxes to open up a Target right across the street.  We don’t want to do that.  I have been in the hotel business and my family has been in it for over thirty years and I can tell right now, across the nation, people aren’t building.  It’s hard to keep a hotel sustainable.  They’re not giving out loans.  We don’t want to fund a competitor.  It’s hard for us to sell our rooms.  You can look at all of us and our reports.   All of our ADRs have not been increasing.  We’re struggling.  You can ask all the people that we have been speaking with.  We’re not saying that this is our money, but we are collecting it and we want to bring tourism to Evansville.  I don’t think the swimming pool area is a bad idea, I just don’t want to use it toward something that is not going to help us, which is another hotel, and I know that at the moment there is an arena being built.  If another person wants to come downtown and build a hotel, I have no problem with it.  I know Dunn Hospitality has investors, I know my family invests, but as you can tell, we’re not investing down there because we don’t think at the moment we don’t need to bring more hotel rooms.  If we thought it would be successful, we’d be doing it.  I think at the moment, I mean I’m not going to tell anyone else not to go down there.  If anybody wants to build, that’s fine, just please don’t use our money or innkeepers tax.  I don’t know how much is expressed to you.  I know a lot of the hoteliers wanted to come, but they also knew it would be a very late evening and they wanted us to speak for them.  The second item is for the use of the money.  We wanted to bring in tourism and I don’t want to go into it for hours because I know you don’t want to be here until 10:30 or 11:00 o’clock.  I don’t know if anyone has actually seen David Dunn’s presentation, but it does do it justice.  He is one of my competitors, but he is very successful.  He knows what he is doing and it’s not just his idea.  The CVB Board is in support of it.  The parks department is in support of it.  A lot of people are, but I know it is a bad time.  The arena and the hotel have kind of given the ballpark complex a black eye.  So everybody is afraid and no one wants to do anything.  And I understand that.  I wish someone would because we really need the tourism for Evansville.  I don’t know what else to say, but if you have any questions, feel free to talk to me or any other hotelier, but please do not spend the innkeeper tax to build another hotel, at least don’t do that.  Thank you.
Councilwoman Bredhold:  I have a question for you.  You do understand that this body actually doesn’t decide how those are used.

Rita Bauer:  Yes I do.  But I did see the Resolution so I at least wanted to make sure it didn’t go towards another hotel at least.  

Councilwoman Bredhold:   And we don’t decide where it goes.  

Rita Bauer:  Okay, but I just wanted to explain possibly where the hotels were standing at --- not using the money for another hotel.  And I do understand that, but I just want everyone else to know.  Everyone has their own opinions about the baseball complex, which I do and agree with, but you know that’s fine.  I just want to make sure we don’t spend money on another hotel using the inn-keeper tax.  That’s all I’m asking.

Councilman Adams:  Can I ask you a question?

Rita Bauer:  Sure.

Councilman Adams:  And I mean this as gently as I can say it.  Are you getting any emails from anybody whose ox is not being gored?
Rita Bauer:  I don’t understand.  I’m sorry.

Councilman Adams:  You rattled off a whole bunch of people who are hard-working hotel people.  I got a bunch of emails from people who pay taxes, a bunch of people who desperately don’t want any more money spent.  What I’m hearing and there are a lot of people who question Mr. Dunn’s facts about how much softball is going to come out of the ether.  Bottom line is right  now we don’t want to spend (I’m sorry, I shouldn’t say that) the people that I represent don’t want this money spent.  And you have just given me a whole bunch of people who aren’t going to benefit from this thing.  Isn’t anybody that you get e-mails from who is just a plain old tax payer?

Rita Bauer:  Yes, actually there are.  Because the softball complex will not just benefit the hotels.   The softball complex, it will only benefit us on the weekends.  There are a lot of leagues that play during the weekdays.  A lot of people will be able to use the facility during the weekdays.  My family will be able to go.  They are going to revitalize the park benches, the baseball – basketball complex.  Everyone will be able to use it.  I’m not saying that the swimming pool area is bad at all.  I just wasn’t involved in the study.  I know they did research on it.  I’m not going to speak on exactly what exactly they did, but I know that the end result was with the consultant, softball would be the best area.  And I do know I am a GM for two properties and I do know, even today I can send emails.  It’s called Hotel Planner.com.  We get emails to request to put in bids for people that want to book hotels.  Everything is going to Owensboro because of softball.  They are getting a lot of business.  You can do your own research.  I personally haven’t done the research but I do know what is in my market and what’s needed at the moment.  Anything that would draw in tourism would be great.

President Watts:  I have three speakers for the baseball field?  Again I will convey that this body has nothing, has no jurisdiction over those.  This Resolution is a little confusing but, this Resolution just states that if it is supported, here are our thoughts.  We make no decision on this so I hope that if you do have these concerns that you do convey them to the County Council as well. 

Ellen Sprepski:  My name is Ellen Sprepski.  I live at 717 Cherry Street downtown.  I want to speak in favor of this resolution for several points of view.  First of all, I would like for us to realize that in about 25 years when all of us are not here, I still believe people will wonder what were we on when we considered this project because there are so many projects which we discussed, maybe voted on, set aside, you know, all this kind of thing, and that is what you really have to look at, because in 25 years were Mr. Dunn’s proposal be passed in the place where he wants it, softball fields will grow because we have more people in town.  People using Wesselman will grow because we have more people in town and we’re going to have a clash of projects.  We’re going to have to move the baseball fields where they put there because you can’t move a tree.  So this is one argument for having good planning from the beginning.  There are not opportunities where we can, from day one.  You know, usually we’re having to undo what somebody did.  Those of us who are being supportive of the Wesselman Park concept are because we’re not against softball, but we’re saying “okay, if you want this concept and you can see where some people would, let’s put in it in a place where it can develop and grow and we aren’t going to have to undo what we might have started here”.  That’s that point.  The point from what your resolution is beginning to talk about is the use of funding, and so I am saying, as a person who lives downtown, bless your hearts, work on the hotel idea because of course it has already been shown, we’ve had articles in the paper, that the Centre’s not going to go.  You’ve got to have a hotel down there.  Hey, I live two blocks.  I used to love to go down to high school reunions, family reunions, conventions and so forth and so on in my little fancy clothes, and so I miss the Executive not being down there.  We need something like that.  Another point just really quickly, don’t let anybody say the innkeepers tax is not our money, because eight percent, which is what it is of what I spent when I went to conventions and so forth and so on, yeah, that’s my money, and that’s money of other people.  I know a lot of people when you have conventions and so on, yes, they’ll pick out a room in a hotel and so forth.  Of course the majority is from out of town.  I’m not going to say it isn’t.  But yes, this is our money and so that’s why we are willing, we have the right to speak to this issue.  So please work on your hotel.  We desperately need it for the Centre growth.  You’re not going to have big conventions without more hotel rooms.  You know you’re not.  And the other thing, which is important to me being down there, is the parking.  Bless your darling hearts.  I live two blocks from down there.  The parking is, I don’t care if you put a parking down at Riverfront, they are not going to go down there and park.  They are going to come and they are going to park in my yard, because I live in one of two senior citizen complexes which are two blocks away.  Connie, bless your heart, you know where they are.  Kennedy is already going to get it first.  They are going to sit right there in the middle of their front lawn.  They’re going to have people parking in the middle of my front yard.  We’re going to have wall-to-wall cigarette butts from here to eternity.  You know how it is.  And this is just being practical and so on.  You need to take what money we have and address the hotel.  You need to address the parking situation which is insane and so forth.  Let’s sit down and get a more logical system, and then you can use what you use, addressing what you were saying about Mr. Dunn’s figures.  When I was getting involved in some of this, because I don’t want to look like an idiot, I want to know what I’m talking about.  I called around and so on, and I wanted get profit and loss figures, expense figures, on what is being used with the facilities we’ve got now.  Bless your darn hearts, there aren’t any.  There are no figures so how can Mr. Dunn and Company, though they mean well, be able to say we’re going to get a 100,000 visitors and bring in 10 million dollars.  There is nothing to go on, because even though it’s an entirely different idea than what we have now, you have to have something to start with.  There are no figures now to show you all what are the profit and loss figures, so how can Mr. Dunn say this is what’s going to happen in the future?  What we are trying to do is say “okay, let’s put a halt to things.  Let’s kind of sit down and do some good planning for these things”.  Let’s get a plan going to put the softball fields in some place where they can grow.  Let’s take the area, which is Wesselman Park, and let’s plan to have something out there which is compatible and which will allow that area to develop.  You know what the infrastructure is out there already.  It’s going to be insane.  The very argument that people view for putting the baseball fields out there, which everything is out there anyway, is the very argument that you don’t want any more out there because there’s too much out there already.  Let’s do some long range grid planning.  Let’s find another place for the baseball fields.  You all do your good planning with getting the hotel and the parking situation straight downtown and then maybe in 25 years people won’t say “I can’t believe they did that”. 
Councilman Friend:  I have a question.  Thank you for your comments, but are you related to Marsha Yockey?  

Ellen Sprepski:  No, I didn’t live here at that time, but I do know about her.

Councilman Adams:  Thank you for your presentation.  It was very articulate.  Will you come to my house and say a prayer for Thanksgiving?

Ellen Sprepski:  I’m trying to think of something clever to say, and I’m just not there, but absolutely, no problem.  Look, a lot of people care about this.  People on both sides of this issue care.  There is no doubt about it.  It’s just because of the finances we’ve got now.

President Watts:  Thank you very much.

Martha Crosley:  I don’t think I can top it guys.  This is a very scattered presentation.  First of all, regarding two hoteliers that came up to speak, they kept referring to that innkeepers tax as our money.  Don’t put our money (their money) into competitors.  It’s not their money.  It’s the money that goes through their hands.  They collect it.  They give it to the county treasurer.  It’s not their money.  It is money that the state, for better or for worse, has provided the CVB to promote tourism in the area and that benefits them, just to clarify that.  Another thing that I want to talk about is your idea of slowing down the train has been what I have said at every county council meeting that I have spoken at.  Just stop already.  We have Mr. Dunn redesigning the park even as we speak.  We’re going to eliminate the basketball courts.  We’re going to tear them down, but we’re not going to build them back up, was one thing I heard.  We’re not going to build back up the handball courts, we’re not going to do yadda, yadda, yadda, just to save money so they can get it through the county council.  And the county council, some people are playing into and some are not.  So you’re idea to slow down the train is most appreciated.  We need to stop, take some deep breaths, and really consider what we’re doing.  It doesn’t take a brain surgeon to figure that out.  It just makes sense.  Another thing that bothers me is, and I brought this up to Krista Lockyear and she kind of blew me off about it, the capital improvement fund the CVB has is for, as Mr. Dunn said repeatedly, bricks and mortar structures, wood, solid, building, windows, etc.  And yet, they plan on using some of that money to run the softball fields.  So I questions about legalities in that.  So I would think you would need to spend a little bit of time searching through the legalities.  The CVB’s business is to increase convention and visitors, that’s why it’s called the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.  So I think some of the concerns that these people are expressing about their hotels lacking in business may be that the CVB needs to pump up its job a little bit and don’t blame others, just get in there and do its job.
President Watts:  I would hope that you, then again I know it’s confusing because of this resolution but…

Martha Crosley:  I understand the resolution and I will take…. And I will take…

President Watts:  We don’t have a horse in this race.

Martha Crosley:  I know you don’t.

President Watts:  I wanted to make sure so if you do come, please convey those to the body that will be making this decision.

Martha Crosley:  It will definitely go there and it has several times and will again, I’m sure.  When I heard the presentations earlier in this meeting talked about somebody who had been working on a project for a long time.  They had been struggling to get Haynie’s Corner fixed up, the Arts District.  They had been struggling with Washington Avenue.  They have been struggling with the Historic District.  It took a very, very, long time to work it through, to find the right mechanism to get the job done.  And we’re still not perfect.  We’re still not satisfying everybody, but they took their time.  I don’t see that happening here.  And the fact that this resolution asked people to take their time, makes it a smart resolution.  Thank you.

Sylvia Niemeier:  I’m Sylvia Niemeier.  I’m talking about my home at 516 N. Boeke Road and I also have a house at 129 S. Iroquois that also would be involved with this ball complex.  I’m very much for what Dan Adams and Dan Mc Ginn have put out for the resolution.  I emailed my stuff to Lloyd and the other council members.  I have written this and I wanted to come here tonight because I feel like if you hear things, this Wesselman Park is extremely important to me.  My family has lived across from it for years and years and years.  I’ve seen it dwindle down to nothing.  I’ve watched animals get killed.  I’ve been there when they tore up the tombstones out of the cemetery.   I also got a marker there for the people that are there.  I know there is a revolutionary war person there.  Also, when they had the consultants they paid $425,000 to, did not know there was a cemetery there, did not know a man died on the railroad tracks there.  There is so much I could tell you about that park that these consultants who have been paid thousands and thousands of dollars don’t know what’s going on.  Anyhow, I’m going to read my little spiel.  If you have questions for me, please ask me.  
Councilman Adams:  It might be worth, maam, for you to do a recordable history of that.  I think it’s a valuable thing.

Sylvia Niemeier:  Of which, the cemetery or the…

Councilman Adams:  The history of the park and your impressions.

Sylvia Niemeier:   Okay you want me to just say…

Councilman Adams:  No, no not tonight.  What I’m talking about is maybe put it on a disk and give it to the Central Library.  It’s a valuable thing.
Sylvia Niemeier:  It’s extremely valuable, and I’ve held off on the cemetery stuff because I didn’t know legally wise, because the experts that were here with Dunn did not know how many acres the cemetery, how many feet it is from the development, it doesn’t know any of that.

Councilman Adams:  I’m just saying your knowledge is valuable and you should record it.
Sylvia Niemeier:  Thank you.  I would like to read this to you.  {As a property owner across from Wesselman Park, this ball complex proposal is an outrage.  The majority of people in Vanderburgh County have spoken that we elected Marsha Abel because she is against this ball complex.  We do not want this complex in Wesselman Park.  My family has lived across Wesselman Park sixty years.  I can tell you this ball field proposal will damage our property values.  I have a letter from a realtor stating such facts.  Nobody wants to live with more noise from the ballgames, fifteen hundred people yelling and more cars in an already congested area.  We have worked very hard for our homes.  The average home sells for over $100,000.  My family has tried to make our home as sound proof as possible.  We put in special doors, windows, and even blew filler in between the walls to insolate.  When the Babe Ruth baseball games were playing, the loud speaker system would rattle our living room windows.   At times you can even hear them announce who is coming up to bat.  This was from inside our house.  The Babe Ruth field is also always locked up.  At this moment it is locked up.  So it is not open to the public.  These new ball fields will also be locked up to protect the 450,000 dollar speaker system.  So a public park is becoming a private BUSINESS park.  You also can’t play tennis when you want because of leagues on the courts.  Wesselman Park is a beautiful park that no other city has in the United States.  There are state registered trees and endangered species of animals outside of the Nature Preserve. The CVB and the city should do no more developments in this park that will upset the wildlife.  The prime directive in the deed that Senator Wesselman wanted was this land to stay recreational for the public.  The CVB has overstepped its bounds and is making these ball complexes a business for the few.  I have heard Robert’s Stadium was appraised for 20 million.  I believe Robert’s is still and asset to Evansville.  An idia is raise the floor of the stadium and put in tennis courts.  Dirt is cheap and raising the floor would solve the pumping out of water because the current floor is below the water table.  The city can bring in money from the tennis leagues and save valuable land in the park that was designated for tennis courts.  The Robert’s Stadium courts would be very expensive.  There is not much difference if the ball diamonds are artificial turf, this like and asphalt.  So really the artificial turf would be creating more runoff for property owners and the nature center.  Last year in 2009 we had the bad ice storm at the end of January and were under a state of emergency.  Vectren called in for help from other states to get electricity back up.  But what did Evansville do?  A concert at the stadium was booked for Toby Keith and officials had the parking lot cleared off for the concert.  Old people were in nursing homes freezing in the dark but our manpower went to clearing the parking lot to make a dollar.  I’m worried about the thinking of our city leaders.  This is what I suggest:  Finish the new arena, get a hotel built, use Robert’s Stadium for other purposes, one being an emergency area for the east side.  Think ahead.  There are tornadoes, ice storms, flooding.  You need a large area for people in a natural disaster.  Leave Wesselman Park alone and save the trees and wildlife for generations to come.  If Dunn and the Mayor have to have ball parks, put them somewhere else and not in an already congested area.  Dunn withdrew his proposal he should not get to keep on resubmitting it.  Sincerely, Sylvia Trabits-Niemeier.}
President Watts:  Maam, I hate to interrupt you, but would there be any way that you could submit that to Madam Clerk and we can have that included in the minutes as opposed to reading it because we are running out of time on the tape.

Sylvia Niemeier:  Okay, can I just have one more thing to say and then I’ll give you what I’ve got and you can make copies of it.

President Watts:  Thank you.

Sylvia Niemeier:  I think saving the stadium is very important.  I know I had a realtor appraise it.  He said it was about 20 million dollars.  It is still worth that.  I thought dirt’s cheap, put dirt in there, raise the ground floor up, put tennis courts in there.  You could have the tennis people that wanted to be Wesselman Park go over there.  They’ve got an inside arena.  They can play day or night.  It would save the land in Wesselman Park.  So that’s what I think is very, very important.  Saving the animals. 

Councilman Adams:  Wouldn’t it be fun to have a contest as to what we all want to do with Robert’s Stadium. 

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Ready to do it.  When?

President Watts:  Would you bring me your paper please.  Thank you very much.

Councilwoman Robinson moved and Councilman Adams seconded the motion to adopt Resolution C-2010-22. 
ROLL CALL

McGinn:  I can’t over emphasize the importance of finishing the hotel and the arena complex.  It’s the key to the revitalization to downtown.  We’re paid by all of the (inaudible) that is around us to be paid by innkeepers tax and local option income tax and food and beverage, all of those are decreased.  All of the plans are in jeopardy without a hotel down there.  I urge you all to have it delayed until we get this hotel built and finish a project.  I vote aye.
Mosby:  When I was elected to the Second Ward, I made a promise to the Second Ward that I would be accessible and listen to them.  So far I have received numerous calls for this resolution to pass and only a couple against it and that’s why I vote aye.

Adams:  I apologize to those people who I became so passionate with.  I vote aye.

John:  I realize that this is a non-binding resolution, and it’s not really our money to spend, but had it been, this resolution embraces my sentiments about this project and I’ve conveyed that to the leading proponents of it, so with that, I vote aye.

Ayes:  McGinn, Mosby, Robinson, Friend, Adams, John, and Watts.

Nays:
Bredhold, Walker

There being seven (7) ayes and two (2) nays, Resolution C-2010-22 is hereby declared adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
There will not be a City Council Meeting on Monday, November 29, 2010.

The next City Council meeting will be Monday, December 6, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.  Committee meetings will begin at 5:10 p.m.

Councilman McGinn: I had asked Mr. Kish to be here.  I had certain questions about one of the contracts dealing with the arena.  He supplied the information to all of us and asked if there were any additional questions.  I am going to email him with additional questions and I’m going to copy all of you just so you know it is coming and that’s the context.  Thanks.
Betty Polk:  My name is Betty Polk.  I live at 401 Hunters Green and Berniece Tirmenstein was not able to be here tonight so I promised her I would read this for her.  She lives at 1636 E. Blackford.  Decisions will be made regarding the proposed construction of the sports complex at Roberts Stadium site involving the Wesselman Park.  I ask you to make the hard decision as to what is best for taxpayers and put politics aside.  Since its inception there seems to have been a rush for construction on this project.  The only rush I see is the issuance of Build America Recovery Bonds which has a deadline of December 31, 2010.  My take on these municipal bonds is this:  These bonds are presented to fund six speculative projects as this sports complex as well as the downtown arena.  Promoters of the project stress that no taxpayer money will be used.   To fund these projects, it’s it is more palatable to use bonds rather than increase taxes or cut spending.  Build America Bonds are issued paying high rates of interest for long periods of time, maybe 20 to 25 years.  The rate of interest is high because they are partially subsidized by the federal government and are looked upon by many politicians to stretch the debt far into the future.  Far too long we have ignored how politicians have become addicted to debt.  We may see the muni-bond bubble burst.  I urge you to use taxpayer money wisely and be good stewards of Wesselman Park.  Thank you for listening to my concerns.  Sincerely, Bernice Tirmenstein.
Councilman Adams:  I would like to suggest that if you have a chance that if you read the Wall Street Journal, there was an excellent article in the Wall Street Journal today about the fugility of Municipal Bonds.  

Mark Fehrenbacher:  Yes, Mark Fehrenbacher, 14815 N. Boeke Road.  I’m out in the county, but I would like to make a comment on your recently passed fireworks ordinance and Ms. Bredhold’s comment that she wanted to hear from a veteran so I would like to say two things at one time, and I’ll keep it real short.  I’m not asking you to repeal your ordinance but I do respect Ms. Bredhold’s concern about PTSD for veterans.  I served in the Navy from 1980 to 1986.  I was a sub-mariner.  The only sound that bothered me was the sound of an electric drill, because that’s what a torpedo in the water sounds like.  Now, since 2001 I’m currently a Navy reservist.  I’ve been overseas and I’ve been shot at so I know about fireworks and the loud noises and stuff.  But I think the intent of the council was honorable and I think the majority of the veterans would appreciate the honor being bestowed on them even though some of them do suffer from PTSD and currently right now we have a rising rate of suicide in the Army for instance.  A little bit of history, World War I and World War II veterans came home to a parade, the Korean War vets basically came home in the middle of the night, the Vietnam vets came home and were spit on and called baby killers at the airport and the Desert Storm veterans came home with yellow ribbons around the tree.  So different times, different things, but I think overall the vast majority of the veterans do appreciate the honoring bestowed on them by extending fireworks for the veterans.  So yes I do understand your concern and from a veteran, yes that’s understood, but the vast majority of the veterans appreciate that intent.

Councilwoman Bredhold:  Thank you sir.  And I have heard from a few veterans since we took that vote, and while the ones that I heard from have all personally actually had difficulty with the fireworks, they didn’t want to remove anyone else’s right to shoot them off on that day.  I did have a couple of veterans suggest that perhaps the fireworks could be set off in one central location that they could avoid if they had to, but I deeply respect the fact that while they are personally bothered by them, they wanted other people to have the freedom to be able to do that because it was the freedom that they fought for.

Mark Fehrenbacher:  Well, I’ll tell you what, if you want to hear fireworks, you ought to come out to my neck of the woods and you’ll see a better show than what you got downtown.  But I think your point is well taken, but I think the majority of the veterans if you ask them, they appreciate it more that elected officials think of them enough to extend the ordinance to them.  

Frank Peterlin:  Thank you Council President Watts and Council men and women.  My name is Frank Peterlin.  I’m the owner of American Green Energy.com and the owner of U.S. Incubator, the small business incubator located at 815 John Street.  Tonight I ask for your support on a windmill project at 815 John Street.  I prepared a letter of recommendation for your review and consideration.  It reads:  The undersigned recommend that local governmental organizations work with and support the windmill project at 815 John Street, Evansville, Indiana.  Energy from the wind is clean and free.  The project proposed by American Green Energy at U.S. Incubator will support State and National efforts to end our alliance on imported energy and reduce hydrocarbon emissions to our environment.  This private sector project does not receive governmental funds and will pay for itself in energy savings.  This project will serve as a visible demonstration model to the citizens of southwest Indiana to display, educate, study, and prove the viability of wind energy.  Clean energy jobs will be created during the manufacturing, sales, assembly, erection, and connection of these windmills.  Please do everything in your power to support this important project.  If you could support this important environmental project, I would appreciate it and I’ll leave a copy of this letter for your review.  Thank you very much.

Councilman Adams:  Mr. Peterlin, I went down to your place of business and the only question I have for you tonight is how far of a setback are you going to have.  I think it’s important when you put a windmill that you have a setback in case the thing blows down that is doesn’t go off into somebody else’s property.  I couldn’t figure out how you would be able to achieve that.

Frank Peterlin:  Of the proposed windmills, the tallest one is 65 feet and it would be approximately 80 feet from the nearest structure.  The lot itself is about 330 feet and we wouldn’t be opposed to adjusting that to the left or to the right.  There is quite a bit of room there.
John Hamilton:  Is this the project that has been turned down by the BZA or….

Frank Peterlin:  It’s the one that has gone before the BZA for 10 or 11 months now and we were going to come before late last week, but unfortunately they didn’t have a quorum so it’s been rescheduled for December 16, 2010.

John Hamilton:  And the last time I checked with Area Plan, they were looking at this issue but hadn’t decided that they needed to do anything in addition to their current ordinance.

Frank Peterlin:  They look at this very closely and Brad Mills has been a very knowledgeable in showing us the ropes.

John Hamilton:  I wouldn’t think this council would want to get involved in an individual project that dealt with a zoning issue that was pending before other bodies.  That would be my recommendation.

Councilman McGinn:  I agree with that, a special project, but Frank wasn’t there a movement to at least talk about changing the zoning code, because right now the standards for windmills do not exist, and what has been applied to your particular situation is the standard that now exists for radio towers, is that right?

Frank Peterlin:  Yes sir, that is correct. 
Councilman McGinn:  Is there anything going on with Area Plan to look into a change, or is that us?

John Hamilton:  I think initially they’ve decided that the definition of the radio tower met their needs and that they didn’t need to change it because they felt like the code in place and the definition that they applied was sufficient but I don’t know if they’ve completed their review and made that as a final conclusion or not, but that’s where it was at the last time I checked.

Frank Peterlin:  I’m asking for support to update our codes in Evansville.  The specific tower codes were part of the original code system in 1952 when Evansville introduced its modern Area Planning codes and zoning ordinances and I’m asking for an update to allow for green energy products.  And I have submitted to the County Commissioners and to this body about five months ago some of the updated language that is recommended by the U.S. Department of Energy for counties to adopt across the United States. So with that, I left a copy.  This is a new letter of recommendation if you guys would consider it, probably in you off hours would be open to continue this after the meeting.
Councilman Friend:  When this came up in front of Englebrecht Orchard, because there is a windmill out there, the decibels were brought up.  Do you know what the decibel levels these things would be, because those homes are close to your place there.

Frank Peterlin:  That’s a very fair question, Mr. Friend.  We were involved in the project.  We arranged the financing for the Englebrecht project and the particular windmills that we selected for our project, are residential windmills and tens of thousands of them have been installed on residential electric meters all across the United States.  They have very small blades.  The blades are six feet long, of course that’s six feet this way and six feet that way, so it’s twelve feet in diameter.  They’re actually sliced like a French curve, so they’re not like a helicopter blade.  We specifically did that.  Helicopter blades are long like a ruler and they go whop, whop, whop.  These French curve blades are like a samurai sword, they just slice in so there is never a leading edge or a big sound wave that comes off the end of them.  We selected those.  The particular windmills are airstream model windmills, residential windmills, and they are extremely quiet.  
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ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Adams moved and Councilman John seconded the motion to adjourn.    
Voice vote.  So ordered.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
_______________________


________________________

 B.J. Watts, President
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